
Beth Tikvah Synagogue’s Guide To Your Virtual Seder 

(Edited by Rabbi Louis J. Sachs) 

This year we are faced with new challenges for our Passover Seders, yet we are also being given 

some opportunities to try new things and experiment with ways to connect. This is our first time 

too, and we don’t claim to have all the answers, but in this document we have put together some 

resources and suggestions that will hopefully help you to create a meaningful experience for 

those who attend your virtual Seder. 

Technology Tips 

 OneTable has assembled a short list of video conferencing suggestions, with pros and 

cons for each: seder2020.org/video-platforms 

 Have all participants install software and test it ahead of time 

 Schedule a 5-minute meetup with the host several days ahead of time to troubleshoot and 

have time to fix any problems. We don’t want to delay the start of the seder in order to 

fix issues. 

 Have a plan for your device 

o You don’t want to have to hold your phone in your hand for 2 hours… 

o Ideally, use a laptop (plugged into a power source) 

o  Use an hdmi cable to connect your device to a tv 

o If using a phone or ipad, figure out where to prop it up so that it’s easy to see and 

hear what’s going on, and so that they can see you 

 Log into your seder early, just in case there are last-minute issues 

 While singing or reading together, mute all participants 

o Due to the lag in video conferencing software, if everyone is unmuted, expect a 

jumble of voices 

 The seder host does not have to the be the technology host 

o If a guest has a video conferencing account through their work or school, or is 

more tech savvy than you, ask them to set up the live session and invite guests. 

o This will also help during the Seder, the person leading can focus on that, while 

another member in attendance can facilitate muting and unmuting participants, 

ect… 

 

Preparing For Your Seder 

 

Whether you’re hosting a virtual seder for dozens of guests, or an intimate seder with just your 

family, here are some tips to help you get prepared: 

 Develop a timeline 

o Know when you’ll start, and roughly when you’ll get to the meal, so that you (and 

your guests) can plan your food prep accordingly. 

 Prepare your seder table 

o You and your guests will need the following items: 

 seder plate (can be homemade, have the kids decorate a paper plate, or 

print out a picture) and objects, including egg, shank bone/toy lamb/beet, 

haroset, horseradish,bitter herb, parsley/boiled potato 

https://seder2020.org/video-platforms


 Matzah 

 Wine/juice 

 Plan activities for younger participants who might need some extra attention during the 

seder. 

o You can find many resources online, or also some put together by our very own 

Youth and Young Family Coordinator, Ellie Reinblatt 

 

Choose a Haggadah 

 

 For some families, it might be fun to use different haggadot, each person can any 

interesting commentaries they come across.  

 For many families, it will be helpful for everyone to use the same haggdah, that way they 

everyone can follow along with page numbers and know where they are in the Seder. 

o If you plan on using a specific haggadah that is available online, download it 

ahead of time and send the link to your guests to print. 

 The Rabbinical Assembly has made their haggadah, “A Feast of 

Freedom” available online by filling out a short form. 

  The PJ Library Haggadah is appropriate for ages 6 and older 

 Find dozens of interesting pre-made haggadot, or create your own at 

haggadot.com 

 

At the Seder 

 

Prepare in advance; choose which pieces of the haggadah you want to read and where you want 

to add something or open up conversation 

 Get Creative 

 Ask Lots of Questions 

 Tell the story - the reason we have a seder is to (re-)tell the story of exodus - are there 

any themes from the story that you want to highlight this year? 

 Sing the songs 

o If you need help with the tunes, take a look at these recordings from the haggadah 

by Hazzan Kovari. 

 Assign Jobs 

o Have each attendee take ownership of a different portion of the seder. They can 

search the web for clever ideas to make that piece of the seder unique, come up 

with discussion questions, or simply read/sing what’s in the haggadah. 

Final Thought 

This is a crazy year, don’t feel like this seder needs to be like any other, this year is different. We 

are all struggling with the current reality, don’t stress over things beyond our control. The 

connection might not work perfectly, the script you planned might not be followed exactly, this 

year we must remember that what is essential to a seder is telling the story. If you’ve done that, 

then your seder was a success. Don’t worry if everything isn’t perfect, remember what this day is 

truly about. 

https://images.shulcloud.com/6374/uploads/Online-Material/YYFatHomePesachEdition.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/form-download-feast-freedom-passover-haggadah-0
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/form-download-feast-freedom-passover-haggadah-0
https://pjlibrary.org/haggadah?fbclid=IwAR2leJ_fuenoi1osAhSCKuZTpjORHvXeSMVc89Zth8BlAnDTMQEgHhK7Epw
https://www.haggadot.com/
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/hazzan-kovari.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/hazzan-kovari.html


Extra Resources: 

Recordings of the Haggadah by Hazzan Kovari 

Ellie’s Family Passover Activity Guide 

Guide to Streaming Services 

The PJ Library Haggadah 

Rabbinical Assembly’s “A Feast of Freedom” Haggadah  

Haggadot.com 

10 Tips From Rabbi Ron Wolfson  

Special Guidelines from the Conservative Movement, for Passover during a 

pandemic  
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