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Tazria Metzora: A Plague of Greed 

 ח׳-ויקרא י״ג:א׳

ר׃  (א ן ֵלאֹמֶֽ ל־ַאֲהֹרֹ֖ ה ְוֶאֶֽ ר יי ֶאל־ֹמֶשֶׁ֥ ֹו ְלֶנֵֶַּ֣֣גע  (ב)ַוְיַדֵבֵּ֣ ֶרת ְוָהָיֶׁ֥ה ְבעֹור־ְבָשרֹ֖ ֹו ַבֶהֶ֔ ַחתֹ֙ אֵּ֣ ֹו־ַסַפֹ֙ ת אֶֽ י־ִיְהֶיֶ֤ה ְבעֹור־ְבָשרֹוֹ֙ ְשֵאֶ֤ ם ִכֶֽ ָאָדָ֗

ים׃  ד ִמָבָנֹ֖יו ַהֹכֲהִנֶֽ ן ֛אֹו ֶאל־ַאַחֶׁ֥ ן ַהֹכֵהֶ֔ ַעת ְוהּוָבאֹ֙ ֶאל־ַאֲהֹרֵּ֣ ָבָשר וְ  (ג)ָצָרָ֑ ֹור־ַהַ֠ ן ֶאת־ַהֶנֵֶַּ֣֣גע ְבעֶֽ ה ַהֹכֵהֵּ֣ ן ְוָרָאֵּ֣ ְך ׀ ָלָבָ֗ ַגע ָהַפֵּ֣ ר ַבֶנֶּ֜ ֵשָעָ֨

ֹו׃  א ֹאתֶֽ ן ְוִטֵמֶׁ֥ הּו ַהֹכֵהֹ֖ ּוא ְוָרָאֶׁ֥ ַעת הָ֑ ֹו ֶנֶֶַׁ֥֣גע ָצַרֹ֖ ֹור ְבָשרֶ֔ ַגעֹ֙ ָעֹמקֹ֙ ֵמעֵּ֣ ה ַהֶנֹ֙ ֹו ְוָעֹמקֹ֙ ֵאין־ (ד)ּוַמְרֵאֶ֤ ֹור ְבָשרָ֗ וא ְבעֵּ֣ ה ִהֶּ֜ ְוִאם־ַבֶהֶר֩ת ְלָבָנָ֨

ה לֹא־ָהַפֵּ֣  ֹור ּוְשָעָרֹ֖ ָה ִמן־ָהעֶ֔ ים׃ ַמְרֶאֵּ֣ ת ָיִמֶֽ ן ֶאת־ַהֶנֶַֹ֖֣גע ִשְבַעֶׁ֥ יר ַהֹכֵה֛ ן ְוִהְסִגִּ֧ ַגעֹ֙  (ה)ְך ָלָבָ֑ ֹום ַהְשִביִע֒י ְוִהֵנֶ֤ה ַהֶנֹ֙ הּו ַהֹכֵה֮ן ַביֵּ֣ ְוָרָאֵּ֣

ית׃  ים ֵשִנֶֽ ת ָיִמֹ֖ ן ִשְבַעֶׁ֥ ֹו ַהֹכֵה֛ ֹור ְוִהְסִגירִּ֧ ה ַהֶנֶַֹ֖֣גע ָבעָ֑ א־ָפָשֶׁ֥ ֶֹֽ יו ל ד ְבֵעיָנֶ֔ ה ְוָרָא֩ה הַ  (ו)ָעַמֵּ֣ ֹום ַהְשִביִע֮י ֵשִני֒ת ְוִהֵנהֹ֙ ֵכָהֵּ֣ ֹו ַביֵּ֣ ן ֹאתֶּ֜ ֹכֵהָ֨

ר׃  יו ְוָטֵהֶֽ ס ְבָגָדֹ֖ יא ְוִכֶבֶׁ֥ ַחת ִהֶ֔ ֹו ַהֹכֵהןֹ֙ ִמְסַפֵּ֣ ֹור ְוִטֲהרֶ֤ ה ַהֶנֶַֹ֖֣גע ָבעָ֑ ַגע ְולֹא־ָפָשֶׁ֥ י  (ז)ַהֶנֶ֔ ֹור ַאֲחֵרִּ֧ ַחתֹ֙ ָבעֶ֔ ה ַהִמְסַפֹ֙ ה ִתְפֶשֶ֤ ְוִאם־ָפֹשָ֨

ן׃ ֵהָרֹא֛תֹו ֶאל ית ֶאל־ַהֹכֵהֶֽ ה ֵשִנֹ֖ ֹו ְוִנְרָאֶׁ֥ ן ְלָטֳהָרתָ֑ וא׃  (ח)־ַהֹכֵהֹ֖ ַעת ִהֶֽ ן ָצַרֶׁ֥ ֹו ַהֹכֵהֹ֖ ֹור ְוִטְמאֶׁ֥ ַחת ָבעָ֑ ה ַהִמְסַפֹ֖ ן ְוִהֵנ֛ה ָפְשָתֶׁ֥  ְוָרָאהֹ֙ ַהֹכֵהֶ֔

 

Leviticus 13:1-8 

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: (2) When a person has on the skin of his body a 

swelling, a rash, or a discoloration, and it develops into a scaly affection on the skin of his body, 

it shall be reported to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons, the priests. (3) The priest shall 

examine the affection on the skin of his body: if hair in the affected patch has turned white and 

the affection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a leprous affection; when the 

priest sees it, he shall pronounce him unclean. (4) But if it is a white discoloration on the skin of 

his body which does not appear to be deeper than the skin and the hair in it has not turned white, 

the priest shall isolate the affected person for seven days. (5) On the seventh day the priest shall 

examine him, and if the affection has remained unchanged in color and the disease has not 

spread on the skin, the priest shall isolate him for another seven days. (6) On the seventh day the 

priest shall examine him again: if the affection has faded and has not spread on the skin, the 

priest shall pronounce him clean. It is a rash; he shall wash his clothes, and he shall be clean. (7) 

But if the rash should spread on the skin after he has presented himself to the priest and been 

pronounced clean, he shall present himself again to the priest. (8) And if the priest sees that the 

rash has spread on the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is leprosy.  

 

 ל״ח-ויקרא י״ד:ל״ג

ר יי אֶ  (לג) ר׃ ַוְיַדֵבֵּ֣ ן ֵלאֹמֶֽ ל־ַאֲהֹרֹ֖ ה ְוֶאֶֽ ית  (לד)ל־ֹמֶשֶׁ֥ ַעת ְבֵבֹ֖ ם ַלֲאֻחָזָ֑ה ְוָנַתִתיֹ֙ ֶנֵֶַּ֣֣גע ָצַרֶ֔ ן ָלֶכֹ֖ י ֹנֵתֶׁ֥ ר ֲאִנ֛ ַען ֲאֶשֶׁ֥ ֶרץ ְכַנֶ֔ אּוֹ֙ ֶאל־ֶאֵּ֣ י ָתֹבָ֨ ִכֶ֤

ם׃  ֶרץ ֲאֻחַזְתֶכֶֽ ַגע ִנְרָאֶׁ֥  (לה)ֶאֶׁ֥ ר ְכֶנֶ֕ ן ֵלאֹמָ֑ יד ַלֹכֵהֹ֖ ִית ְוִהִגֶׁ֥ ֹו ַהַבֶ֔ ִית׃ ּוָבאֹ֙ ֲאֶשר־לֵּ֣ י ַבָבֶֽ ֶרם  (לו)ה ִלֹ֖ ִית ְבֶטָ֨ ּו ֶאת־ַהַבָ֗ ן ּוִפנֵּ֣ ה ַהֹכֵהֶּ֜ ְוִצָּוָ֨

ֹות אֶ  ן ִלְראֶׁ֥ א ַהֹכֵהֹ֖ ֶֹׁ֥ ן ָיב ַחר ֵכ֛ ִית ְוַאֶׁ֥ ר ַבָבָ֑ א ָכל־ֲאֶשֵּ֣ א ִיְטָמֹ֖ ֶֹׁ֥ ַגע ְול ֹות ֶאת־ַהֶנֶ֔ א ַהֹכֵהןֹ֙ ִלְראֵּ֣ ֶֹ֤ ִית׃ ָיב ַגע ְוִהֵנֶ֤ה  (לז)ת־ַהָבֶֽ ה ֶאת־ַהֶנָ֗ ְוָרָאֵּ֣

יר׃ הַ  ל ִמן־ַהִקֶֽ ן ָשָפֹ֖ ת ּוַמְרֵאיֶהֶׁ֥ ֹו ֲאַדְמַדֹמָ֑ ת אֹ֖ ֲערּוֹרתֹ֙ ְיַרְקַרֹקֶ֔ ִית ְשַקֶֽ ת ַהַבֶ֔ ַגעֹ֙ ְבִקיֹרֵּ֣ ִית  (לח)ֶנֹ֙ ַתח ַהָבָ֑ ִית ֶאל־ֶפֵּ֣ ן ִמן־ַהַבֹ֖ א ַהֹכֵה֛ ְוָיָצִּ֧

ים׃  ת ָיִמֶֽ ִית ִשְבַעֶׁ֥ יר ֶאת־ַהַבֹ֖  ְוִהְסִגֶׁ֥

Leviticus 14:33-38 

(33) The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: (34) When you enter the land of Canaan that 

I give you as a possession, and I inflict an eruptive plague upon a house in the land you possess, 

(35) the owner of the house shall come and tell the priest, saying, “Something like a plague has 

appeared upon my house.” (36) The priest shall order the house cleared before the priest enters to 

examine the plague, so that nothing in the house may become unclean; after that the priest shall 

enter to examine the house. (37) If, when he examines the plague, the plague in the walls of the 

house is found to consist of greenish or reddish streaks that appear to go deep into the wall, (38) 

the priest shall come out of the house to the entrance of the house, and close up the house for 

seven days.  

 

 חזקוני, ויקרא י״ד:ל״ד

/Leviticus%2013:1-8
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מ לפי הפשט לפי שהזהיר להלן אבד תאבדון את כל המקומות אשר עבדו שם הגוים ואין אנו י״ ונתתי נגע צרעת

 .בבתים להודיע המקום שעבדו שם הכנענים כדי לאבדובא הנגע  יודעים באיזה מקום עבדו לפי׳

Chizkuni, Leviticus 14:34 

 .and I put the plague of tzoraat on a house in the land of your inheritance“ ,ונתתי נגע צרעת

According to some commentators, reading the plain text, this line has to be understood in 

conjunction with Deuteronomy 12,2: אבד תאבדון את כל המקומות אשר עבדו שם הגוים, “you must 

destroy utterly every place where the gentiles have worshipped (idols).” How are we to know in 

which locations the Canaanites once worshipped idols? Answer: the plague that shows up on 

your house is an indication that this was a house which served such a purpose. It alerts us to the 

need to fulfill that commandment. 

 

 רש"י על ויקרא י״ד:ל״ד

ִהיא ָלֶהם ֶשַהְנָגִעים ָבִאים ֲעֵליֶהם; ְלִפי ֶשִהְטִמינּו ֱאמֹוִרִיים ַמְטמֹוִניֹות ֶשל ָזָהב ְבִקירֹות ָבֵתיֶהם ְבשֹוָרה  .ונתתי נגע צרעת

ָרֵאל ַבִמְדָבר, ְוַעל ְיֵדי ַהֶנַגע נֹוֵתץ ַהַבִית ּומֹוְצָאן )ויקרא רבה י"ז(  :ָכל ַאְרָבִעים ָשָנה ֶשָהיּו ִיֹשְ

Rashi on Leviticus 14:34 

 I WILL PUT THE PLAGUE OF THE[… WHEN YOU COME TO THE LAND] ונתתי נגע צרעת

LEPROSY — This was an announcement to them that these plagues would come upon them 

(Sifra, Metzora, Section 5 4; Horayot 10a), because the Amorites concealed treasures of gold in 

the walls of their houses during the whole 40 years the Israelites were in the wilderness in order 

that these might not possess them when they conquered Palestine, and in consequence of the 

plague they would pull down the house and discover them (Leviticus Rabbah 17:6). 

 

  ערכין ט״ז א:

א"ר שמואל בר נחמני א"ר יוחנן על שבעה דברים נגעים באין על לשון הרע ועל שפיכות דמים ועל שבועת שוא ועל 

 ועל הגזל ועל צרות העיןגילוי עריות ועל גסות הרוח 

Babylonian Talmud, Arakhin 16a 

§ Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani says that Rabbi Yoḥanan says: Leprous marks come and 

afflict a person for seven sinful matters: For malicious speech, for bloodshed, for an oath 

taken in vain, for forbidden sexual relations, for arrogance, for theft, and for stinginess. 

 

  ערכין ט״ז א:

 ועל צרות העין דכתיב )ויקרא יד, לה( ובא אשר לו הבית ]וגו'[ ותנא דבי ר' ישמעאל מי שמיוחד ביתו לו

Arakhin 16a:12 

And for stinginess, as it is written: “Then he that owns the house shall come and tell the 

priest, saying: There seems to me to be as it were a mark in the house” (Leviticus 14:35). And 

the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: The verse calls him the one who owns the house because 

it is referring to one who was stingy and treated his house as being exclusively his, and did not 

allow others to share his property. 

 

 ויקרא רבה י״ז:ב׳

ְיבּול ֵביתֹו ִנָגרֹות ְביֹום ַאפֹו, ְיהּו גֹוְרִרין ּומֹוִציִאין, ֵאיָמַתי, ַביֹום ֶשְיָגֶרה ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך ִיֶגל  :(איוב כ, כח)ֲהָדא הּוא ִדְכִתיב 

ִלי, ַקב ְתָמִרים, ים, ֵאין הּוא ַאפֹו ְבאֹותֹו ָהִאיש, ָהא ֵכיַצד ָאָדם אֹוֵמר ַלֲחֵברֹו ַהְשִאיֵלִני ַקב ִחִטים ְוָאַמר לֹו ֵאין ִלי, ַקב ְשעֹוִר 

ֵאין ִלי, ָמה ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך הּוא ֵאין ִלי. ִאָשה אֹוֶמֶרת ַלֲחֶבְרָתּה ַהְשִאיִלִני ָנָפה, ִהיא אֹוֶמֶרת ֵאין ִלי, ַהְשִאיִלִני ְכָבָרה, ְואֹוֶמֶרת 

ת ֵכָליו ַהְבִריֹות רֹואֹות ְואֹוְמרֹות לֹא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר ֵאין ִלי ְכלּום, ְראּו עֹוֶשה ְמָגֶרה ְנָגִעים ְבתֹוְך ֵביתֹו, ּוִמתֹוְך ֶשהּוא מֹוִציא אֶ 

 ַכָמה ִחִטים ֵיש ָכאן, ַכָמה ְשעֹוִרים, ַכָמה ְתָמִרים ֵיש ָכאן

Vayikra Rabbah 17:2 
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It is written, "The produce of his house will disappear, they shall flow away in the day of His 

anger" (Iyov 20), they will flow away and be found. When? On the day that the Holy One 

arouses His anger against that person. How does this come about? 

A person says to his neighbor, "Lend me a kav of wheat." 

The neighbor replies: "I have none." 

"Then a kav of barley?" 

"I have none." 

A woman says to her neighbor: "Lend me a sifter." 

She replies, "I have none." 

"Lend me a sieve?" 

She replies, "I have none." 

What does the Holy One do? He brings a plague on the house, and when the man is forced to 

take out all of his belongings, everyone sees and they say, "Didn't he say that he had nothing? 

Look how much wheat he has! How much barley! How many dates there are here!" 

Peter Singer, The Life You Can Save 

On your way to work, you pass a small pond. On hot days, children sometimes play 

in the pond, which is only about knee-deep. The weather’s cool today, though, and 

the hour is early, so you are surprised to see a child splashing about in the pond. As 

you get closer, you see that it is a very young child, just a toddler, who is flailing 

about, unable to stay upright or walk out of the pond. You look for the parents or 

babysitter, but there is no one else around. The child is unable to ke ep his head 

above the water for more than a few seconds at a time. If you don’t wade in and pull 

him out, he seems likely to drown. Wading in is easy and safe, but you will ruin the 

new shoes you bought only a few days ago, and get your suit wet and muddy.  By the 

time you hand the child over to someone responsible for him, and change your 

clothes, you’ll be late for work. What should you do?...  

… according to UNICEF, nearly 10 million children under five years old die each 

year from causes related to poverty. Here is just one case, described by a man in 

Ghana to a researcher from the World Bank:  

 

Take the death of this small boy this morning, for example. The boy died of 

measles. We all know he could have been cured at the hospital. But the parents had 

no money and so the boy died a slow and painful death, not of measles but out of 

poverty. 

https://www.sefaria.org/Job.20?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.20?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
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Think about something like that happening 27,000 times every day. Some children 

die because they don’t have enough to eat. More die, like that small boy in Ghana, 

from measles, malaria, diarrhea, and pneumonia, conditions that either don’t exist 

in developed nations, or, if they do, are almost never fatal. The children are 

vulnerable to these diseases because they have no safe drinking water, or no 

sanitation, and because when they do fall ill, their parents can’t afford any medical 

treatment. UNICEF, Oxfam, and many other organizations are working to reduce 

poverty and provide clean water and basic health care, and these efforts are 

reducing the toll. If the relief organizations had more money, they could do more, 

and more lives would be saved.  

 

Now think about your own situation. By donating a relatively small amount of 

money, you could save a child’s life. Maybe it takes more than the amount needed 

to buy a pair of shoes - but we all spend money on things we don’t really need, 

whether on drinks, meals out, clothing, movies, concerts, vacations, new cars, or 

house renovation. Is it possible that by choosing to spend your money on such 

things rather than contributing to an aid agency, you are leaving a child to die, a 

child you could have saved?...  

 

 

Some Facts and Figures: 

 10% of people live on less than $1.90 a day 

 Nearly 1/2 of the world’s population — more than 3 billion people — live on less than 

$2.50 a day. More than 1.3 billion live in extreme poverty — less than $1.25 a day. 1 

 1 billion children worldwide are living in poverty. According to UNICEF, 22,000 

children die each day due to poverty.2 

 More than 750 million people lack adequate access to clean drinking water. Diarrhea 

caused by inadequate drinking water, sanitation, and hand hygiene kills an estimated 

842,000 people every year globally, or approximately 2,300 people per day.3 

                                                           
1 United Nations Development Programme. "Sustaining Human Progress: Reducing Vulnerabilities and Building 

Resilience." Human Development Report, 2014. Web Accessed February 25, 2015 
2 United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UN IGME). "UNICEF: Committing to Child 

Survival: A promise renewed." UNICEF, 2014. Web Accessed February 25, 2015. 
3 World Health Organization and UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP). "Progress on Drinking Water and 

Sanitation, 2014 Update." 2014. Web Accessed February 25, 2015. 


