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PA R ASHAT BE HA R- BE H U K KOTA I

Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma'ariv 6:00 pm
Candlelighting (May 12) 8:15 pm
Shaharit 9:00 am
Shabbat Kids Club 10:00 am
Rabbis' Discussion following Kiddush
Minha/Ma'ariv 8:05 pm
Havdalah 9:16 pm
All services are In Person and LiveStreamed
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Torah
Leviticus 25:1 - 27:34  `xwie
Etz Hayim pg. 738

Haftarah
Jeremiah  16:19 - 17:14  Edinxi
Etz Hayim pg. 763

Morning Services @ Adath Israel: 
Sunday 8:30 am
Monday to Friday 7:30 am

Evening Services @ Beth Tikvah:
Sunday to Thursday 7:30 pm
We welcome you to join our minyan

       SHABBAT TORAH READINGS SHABBAT SCHEDULE             WEEKDAY SERVICE TIMES

Marlee Vinegar & David Warshafsky on 
their Aufruf. Mazel Tov to their parents 
Risa Awerbuck, Alan Vinegar & Barbara 
Albert and Naomi & Neil Warshafsky.

Mazal Tov to:

Barbara Albert & Alan Vinegar in honour 
of Marlee & David's Aufruf.

Dinah & Cory Kagan and Robert Feldgaier 
in commemoration of the first yahrzeit of 
Joseph Deckelbaum z"l

Kiddush is co-sponsored by:

Just before the Torah switches from 
blessing to rebuke in our second portion, 
Behukotai, God reminds the people that 
they were removed and liberated from 
Egyptian servitude in order to walk upright 
and without restraint (Levit. 13:13). The 
word for “upright” קוֹמְמִיּוּת is unusual and 
ambiguous. As Rashi comments, it means 
“standing straight,” which is a posture of 
strength—but is that an entirely good 
thing?

In tractate Brakhot 43b., Torah sages 
are warned to avoid various behaviours, 
including “walking upright.” This is 
explained by Mar: “One who walks even 
four cubits with upright posture is as if they 
knock out the legs of the Shekhinah, for 
it is written (in Isaiah 6) that God’s glory 
fills the entire world.” I understand Mar to 

mean that when a sage adopts a position 
of confidence, even of insolence, they 
somehow undermine the divine presence. 

However, elsewhere in rabbinic literature, 
standing upright is seen as a state of 
redemption, not just from Egyptian slavery 
but from the sorrows of this world 
altogether. The word קוֹמְמִיּוּת is read as a 
plural form—two heights—to mean that 
future humans will be twice as tall as Adam 
the First, who himself was a giant. If we are 
virtuous, then our children will stand taller 
than we do (Sanhedrin 100a; Bereshit 
Rabbah 12:6). Height and posture are 
indications of our status. When we are 
burdened by sin, then we are weighed 
down and reduced in stature. When we act 
virtuously, then we are lifted up and 
elevated. Standing upright is not necessarily 
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Walking Upright by Rabbi Danny Nevins
a sign of arrogance; it is also a promise of 
redemption.

The ambiguity surrounding upright posture 
is a constructive tension, I think. It is good 
to be humbled, and it is good to be dignified. 
A person who is so humble that they cannot 
walk properly and accomplish their work in 
the world is not living up to their potential. 
And a person who proudly prances about 
denies the assistance upon which they depend 
from God and other people.

We signify the ambiguity in our worship by 
bending our knees and bowing four times 
during the Amidah but standing up straight at 
the divine Name. Humble we are, but dignified 
too, even before God. Posture indicates our 
internal state; both humility and confidence 
are required to partner with God to make the 
entire world truly reflect the divine glory.

D'var Torah by Rabbi Nevins 
and Rabbis' Discussion following kiddushTH
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Shabbat  Shalom!

https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/scholar-in-residence-shabbat-with-rabbi-danny-nevins.html


COMING UP AT BETH TIKVAH

JOIN US: MAY 13, 2023
MEET DOWNSTAIRS AT 10AM

MAY 15
@ 1:00PM

Downstairs in the 
Assembly Hall

PARASHAT 
HASHAVUAH 

WITH RABBI GROVER

MONDAY, MAY 15 
2:15PM-2:45PM on Zoom

LAST SESSION: Nathan Greenfield - MAY 16 @ 12PM

YOUR CHOICE OF SPEAKER! JOIN US ON SHAVUOT!

NEW DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 27 @ 8:15 PM
Registration Open: Members Only

Exclusive Beth Tikvah Film Screening:
Monday, June 19 at 7:30PM at Cineplex Yorkdale

https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/weekly-parashat-hashavuah-class-with-rabbi-jarrod-grover.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/yyf-shabbat-kids-club7.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/mitzvah-knitters16.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/lunch-and-learn-spring-2023-in-person.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/quick-pick-shavuot-may-25th-2023.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/shavuot-study-rabbi-zilbershtein5783
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/exclusive-film-screening-without-precedent-the-supreme-life-of-rosalie-abella.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/beth-tikvah-synagogue-town-hall-meeting-june-2023-members-only.html


COMING UP AT BETH TIKVAH

REGISTER ONLINE

NEXT SESSION: Wednesday, May 17 at 1PM:
OUR SAGES ON PLURALISM
This class is sponsored by:
Edda & Ron Laxer & Family in honour of Bracha & Batya.

 
FEATURED FILM: A RADIANT GIRL

BETH DAVID SYNAGOGUE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 

@ 7:30 PM
See website for Tickets

https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/learn-with-bracha-feder-in-the-tradition-of-studying-pirkei-avot-between-pesa--shavuot.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-toronto-inter-shul-jewish-film-series-presents-a-radiant-girl-tickets-624527186627
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/musica-bt-presents-jewish-music-week-jewish-classics-with-the-toronto-jewish-camerata-orchestra.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/summer-reading-series-2023.html
https://www.bethtikvahtoronto.org/event/beth-tikvah-donor-appreciation-evening.html


Friday, May 12
Gitla Friedland z''l, mother of Allan Friedland
Carol Gottesman z''l, sister of Frances Barish
Carl Max Herlick z''l, father of David Herlick
Harry Jerusalim z''l, father of Jack Jerusalim
Esther Levy-Bencheton z''l, sister of Guigui Haiat
Esther Levy-Bencheton z''l, sister of Violette Cohen
Henry Rice z''l, father of Edward Rice
Irving Wunch z''l, father of Philip Wunch
Robert Schneider z''l, father of Kathleen Schneider
Robert Schneider z''l, husband of Jolan Schneider

Saturday, May 13
Martin David Applebaum z''l, brother of Pamela Webber
Lottie Dolman z''l, mother of Harvey Dolman
Isidore Fogel z''l, father of Terry Lipkus
Miksa Lazarovits z''l, father of Katalin Lazarovits
Debi Organ z''l, sister of Lorne Pollock
Izzie Presman z''l, father of Etty Danzig
Meyer Rotmensh z''l, father of Marsha Raubvogel
Samuel Salisbury z''l, father of Pamela Krett
Morton Tanner z''l, brother of Ruth Simon

Sunday, May 14
Trudy Heimann z''l, wife of Paul Heimann
Irving Roth z''l, father of Norman Roth

Monday, May 15
Ernest Billinkoff z''l, father of Marcia Schnoor
Saidy Blonder z''l, mother of Marion Mayman
Mel Finkelstein z''l, father of Sue Ellen Torok
Mel Finkelstein z''l, husband of Mindy Finkelstein
Luba Heiber z''l, mother of Ruth Rose
Sam Klein z''l, father of Susan Rosenstein
Clara Levy z''l, mother of Edward Levy
Aaron Mandlsohn z''l, son of Linda & Jeff Mandlsohn
Sylvia Teblum z''l, sister of Freda Gottesman-Brender

Tuesday, May 16
Fradel Davis z''l, mother of Sandra Miller
Morris Goldstein z''l, father of Raizie Jacobson
David Greenspoon z''l, father of Dorothy Abrams
Molly Rotman z''l, mother In Law of Jerry Lev

Wednesday, May 17
Dorothy Sherman z''l, mother of Annette Sherman Segal

Thursday, May 18
Herman Davidson z''l, father of Alex Davidson
Maurice Miller z''l, father of Herman Miller
Sadie Moranis z''l, sister of Betty Dale
Sydney Rifkin z''l, husband of Ilse Braude
Peter Broude z''l, brother of David Broude

Friday, May 19
Arthur Cytrynbaum z''l, father of Louis Cytrynbaum
Lillian Josephs z''l, mother of Judi Maltz
David Joseph Salsberg z''l, father of Sandi Silverman
Eugene Strauss z''l, father of Deborah Strauss
Sarah Wingold z''l, mother of Evelyn Zeifman

YAHRZEITS

COMING UP AT BETH TIKVAH
Sat. May 13 • Scholar in Residence: Rabbi Danny Nevins 9:00AM 

Sat. May 13 • Shabbat Kids Club 10:00AM

Mon. May 8 • Mitzvah Knitters (Beth Tikvah Assembly Hall) 1:00 PM

Mon. May 8 • Weekly Parashat HaShavuah Class 2:15 PM 
   with Rabbi Jarrod Grover (Zoom)

Tues. May 16 • Photography with Rick Bornstein (at BT) 10:00 AM

Tues. May 16 • Lunch & Learn: Nathan M. Greenfield (at BT) 12:00 PM

Wed. May 17 • Intro to Jewish Genealogy (at BT) 10:30AM

Wed. May 17 • Learning with Bracha Feder (Zoom) 1:00PM

Wed. May 18 • Film Screening: A Radiant Girl (Beth David) 7:30 PM

Thurs. May 11 • Yoga & Meditation with Orli Ziv (at BT) 10:00 AM

A portion of funds raised at Bingo World 
Richmond Hill helps to support programs 
at Beth Tikvah Synagogue 

This week, we commemorate the yahrzeits of the following people

Senior Rabbi: Jarrod Grover Assistant Rabbi: Alisa Zilbershtein 
Hazzan: Tibor Kovari Ritual Director: Irv Kirshenblat 
Executive Director: Rivka Campbell President: Barbara Albert

Hesed Alert: Our member Barbara Levitt is recovering at home 
from major surgery. You can show her some love during her 
recovery by joining the "Meal Train" at this link: 
www.mealtrain.com/trains/g6y633

For more information please contact Rabbi Grover:
rabbigrover@bethtikvahtoronto.org

Beth Tikvah extends a yasher koah to Rivka 
Campbell, our executive director for the 
attainment of the Fellow in Synagogue 
Administration (FSA) certification from the 
North American Association of Synagogue 
Executives. This program recognizes 

recipients' leadership, professionalism, experience, 
competence and knowledge of the field

https://www.naase.org/certification/fellow-in-synagogue-administration/



