
Professor Ruth A. 
Frager 
 
October 12

Ontario’s Pioneering Jewish Human 
Rights Activists during and after 
World War II 

After examining the extent of antisemitism 
in Ontario in the 1930s, Ruth focuses on 
the efforts of Jewish human rights activists 
to combat prejudice and discrimination 
in the 1940s and 1950s. She examines the 
impact of the Second World War on their 
anti-racist campaigns, and she then looks 
at how they shaped these campaigns in the 
aftermath of the war. 

Anna Solomon 

October 19
 
THE BOOK OF V: Looking anew at 
an Old Story 

Award-winning author Anna Solomon will 
speak about her most recent novel. The 
Book of V., which interweaves the Biblical 
story of Esther and Vashti with those of 
two other women: Lily, a 40-something 
wife and mother in contemporary  
Brooklyn, and Vee, a young senator’s wife 
in Watergate-era Washington. Their stories 
of power, desire, and sex overlap and  
ultimately converge in the present day. 

Professor Laura 
Arnold Leibman 

November 9 

The Art of the Jewish Family

The Art of the Jewish Family explores five 
objects owned by a diverse group of Jewish 
women who all lived in New York between 
1750 & 1850. These objects offer intimate 
and tangible views into the lives of Jewish 
American women from a range of statuses, 
beliefs, and lifestyles-both rich and poor, 
Sephardi and Ashkenazi, slaves and  
slaveowners. In her talk, Professor  
Leibman sheds new light on the lives and 
values of these women, while also  
revealing the social and religious structures 
that led to Jewish women being erased 
from historical archives.

Gary Wexler
 
November 2 

 
Can you sell Judaism like  
Toothpaste?

Gary Wexler, a former copywriter and 
Creative Director for major ad agencies, 
who produced campaigns for clients  
ranging from Apple to Coca Cola, 
brought his skill and talents into the 
Jewish world, changing the way Jewish 
organizations thought about their  
responsibilities to Communicate. He 
quickly learned that, “No, you could not 
sell Judaism like toothpaste.” It required a 
lot of knowledge, sensitivity,  
understanding and passion.

  
Professor Derek 
Penslar

October 26 

Theodor Herzl: Leadership in Crisis 

Theodor Herzl’s life and his relationship 
with the Jewish people are a puzzle. How 
did an assimilated Jew, who turned to 
Zionism at the age of thirty five and died 
less than a decade later, change the course 
of Jewish history? This talk will lay in two 
kinds of crises that Herzl aspired to solve:  
the poverty and persecution of East  
European Jews, and his search for  
meaning and achievement. Herzl’s personal 
crises sensitized him to Jewish plight, and 
his charisma and literary talent energized 
scores of thousands of Jews, who formed 
the base of the modern Zionist movement.
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www.bethtikvahtoronto.org

A new virtual lunch 
& learn series of 6 
sessions begins  
October 5! 
 
Eat your lunch in a private 
virtual room with friends, and 
then re-join the full group at 
12:30 PM for an hour lecture! 
Advanced RSVP required.

 
Price:

6 Pack: $36 
 

3 Pack: $18
 

ON DEMAND: $30 
 

WATCH EACH LECTURE  

AT YOUR OWN LEISURE!

By reservation only: 416-221-3433
or renee@bethtikvahtoronto.org 

Fall 2021 Session 
Lunch 12:00 - Learn 12:30

Professor Erez  
Ben-Yosef 
 
October 5

New Discoveries from King  
Solomon’s Mines 

Head of the Central Valley Timna Project 
near Eilat, Professor Ben-Yosef and his 
team have found a variety of archeological  
evidence in a copper production site.  
He will tell us about the discoveries that 
support the theory of dating these to the 
period of the kings David and Solomon.


