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I have structured this piece into three parts, as follows: 

• Part I is a “call to arms”, to create ‘your personal photography project’.
• Part II is a listing of projects that can be done indoors.
• Part III is a listing of diverse projects that can be adopted out of doors.

Part I - Your personal Photography Project 

A personal photography project is a collection of photographs of a particular subject, 
object or scene taken over a period of time. The selection of a project should not be 
a one-time exercise. In fact, in my opinion, a photographer should always have a 
project in the ’works’. It is through practice and challenge that you will improve your 
knowledge, skill and creative ability. 

There is a value proposition in creating a personal photography project 

• It gives you a focus, no pun intended. Rather than go out with your camera

looking for a subject, you have already chosen it. 

• The subject will not be the same each time that you photograph it. Indoors or

out of doors, the environment (light, weather, background, etc.) will be 

different from day to day and from season to season. These different 

conditions will stir not only your viewpoint but also your creativity. 

• The technical knowledge of your photography will improve due to the analysis

of the images captured. The `drill`, after each shoot, will be a self-appraisal of 

the result and a critical comparison to the previous images created. 

• You will become more comfortable with your camera and its operating

procedures as you likely try new things over time. It may be as simple as

bracketing your exposures, applying exposure compensation or changing from a



landscape format to a portrait format. Once you have gained more technical 

knowledge, including a better understanding of your camera, your creativity 

will surely improve.  

Indoor and Out of doors assignments and projects 

Parts II & III provide a number of subjects, objects and scenes from which to choose. 

The lists are not exhaustive although I have tried to include ‘all that I could presently 

think of’. As in everything photographic, the images should be representative of good 

compositions, tell a story and be well executed (good exposures). 

Part II -= Indoor projects 

Below, I’m providing a ‘shopping list’ of subjects that are available indoors. Most of 

them are in ‘your own backyard’.  Attention should be given to the capture of light, 

pattern, texture, reflections, shadows. 

• Fabrics -  in clothing  and furnishings 

• Flowers and plants 

• Foods - fruits, vegetables, in-process meal preparation 

• Furniture - lines and grooves on hard goods, such as tables and chairs; textures on 
fabrics on soft goods 

• Glass - drinking glasses, wine goblets, vases, & window panes. 

• Jewelry 

• Judaica - The concept of beautifying or enhancing a Jewish ritual by appealing to 
the senses  is called Hiddur Mitzvah. Sounds, smells, tastes, textures, and colours 
elevate our experience of ritual acts. 

• Kitchen  utensils - cutlery, serving pieces, dishes 



• Liquids - mixtures such as soaps & oils, in glass and other containers,  

• Portraits - widow lit, artificial light, with objects that characterize hobbies 

• Reflective surfaces such as glass table tops, mirrors 

• Shadows - created by natural and/or artificial light 

• Still life of various subjects 

• Technical aspects of your camera, including exposure modes, metering modes, 
autofocus, focus area, ISO, white balance, and exposure compensation. You can 
master these camera controls by experimentation and practice.  

For example, carry out a project on metering modes by creating images using matrix, 
centre weighted and spot metering, consecutively. Observe how the exposure details 
change with the use of the different metering modes.  

Another example of an assignment is to create images of a subject using each of the 
white balance settings. 

In all such exercises, you must choose what is constant in order that the results can 
be assessed. For example, with the project on metering modes, take each image from 
the same vantage point, using a constant f/stop. You can set ISO to automatic or fix it 
at a certain number.  

It is important to save the images and record your results for further reflection and 
study, 

Part III - Out of doors projects 

The list would appear to be endless. I will try to capture the central subject matter 
and provide additional comments where appropriate. 

• Black & White 

• Bridges 

• Cars & trucks, parts and accessories 

• Children’s toys, figures, bubbles 

• Close up and macro photography 



• Colour - single colour, or colour schemes of complementary, analogous and 
monochromatic colours 

• Construction sites 

• Composition - select a particular rule and create a project. It could be the rule of 

thirds, the rule of odds or leading lines. One of my favourites is simplicity. The 

challenge is to create compelling images with a minimum of elements. 

• Design elements such as lines, shapes, patterns, texture 

• Exhibitions and Fairs - spring and fall fairs 

• Inclement weather - street scenes after a rainfall or snowfall 

• Garage sales 

• Flowers in the wild, in manicured gardens, in greenhouses 

• Frozen - objects such as leaves frozen in ice 

• Light - explore light’s colour, quality, saturation and direction 

• Lines - leading, horizontal, vertical, diagonal, converging, curves 

• Location - a specific location at different times of the day 

• Long exposure photography 

• Markets - food and specialty 

• Movement - people, vehicles. Explore techniques such as zoom burst, panning, 
freeze motion or create blur 

• Musical - instruments and performances 

• (Your) neighbourhood - the people, the buildings, the parks and the gardens 

• Night scenes and portraits 



• Ordinary - turn the ordinary subject matter into the extraordinary  

• People - in the street, at work, at rest, at play, and in transit  

• Public transit vehicles - trains, buses, subways 

• Railway tracks and stations 

• Reflections - in water, on buildings 

• Season - a seasonal view of a particular landscape over the four seasons 

• Self portraits - with and without props, costumes 

• Shapes & forms 

• Signs - traffic, street, billboards, on buildings 

• Silhouettes 

• Sporting activities - runners at marathons, cycling races, football, basketball, 
soccer, baseball, tennis, hockey and lacrosse  

• Sunrise and sunset 

• Texture - trees, foliage, rocks, leaves, flowers 

• Trees, individual or in a forest 

• Waterfront - in the city or in a rural setting. Images could be created at a marina,  
masts of sailing vessels, reflections of the hulls of boats in the water. Foliage 
growing in the water. Lily pads, stones and rocks either in the water or on the shore 

• Viewpoints - shoot the subject or object straight on, from above, from below, from 
behind 

• Waterfalls 

• Windows and doors 

• Zoo - the grounds, the animals, the training staff and the visitors. 




