
Prof. Aurel Braun

October 20

 
The Iranian Threat Revisited before 
the U.S. elections: Pressure, Conflict 
or Containment?

Professor of International Relations and 
Political Science at U of T and Associate 
of the Davis Center, Harvard, Prof. Braun 
will examine the continued impact of Iran 
on Israel and the Middle East. With his 
extensive experience, study and  
publication on this topic, current events 
will certainly add to his presentation.

Dr. Joe Gilbert

October 27

 
Salamone Rossi & History of Jews 
in Italy
The Jews of Italy have a long history with 
the town of Mantua since it was a  
relatively safe haven for them in the 16th 
Century. Salamone Rossi (ca. 1570-1630) 
an Italian Jewish composer and violinist, 
was a musician at the Gonzaga court in 
the duchy of Mantua who was famous for 
his compositions of madrigals and Shir 
ha’Shirim the Songs of Solomon.  Ex-
empt from restrictions posed on Jews in 
Mantua, he was part of the orchestra of 
Monteverde, an early composer of operas 
which are still played today.

Howard Mednick

November 17

 
Jewish Themes in Classical Music by 
Non-Jewish Composers 

Much classical music was composed 
in order to serve the purposes of the 
Christian church. However, several 
well-known composers created  
masterworks using Jewish themes for 
their music. This presentation will  
provide some interesting insight into 
the relationship between Judaism and 
classical or orchestral music. 

Dr. Philippa  
Sheppard
November 10

 
Was Shakespeare an anti-Semite?  
Reflections on The Merchant of 
Venice

William Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice 
has created much controversy as scholars 
bicker over whether the poet was  
anti-Semitic or not. The play  
unquestionably includes anti-Semitic 
dialogue, but the odious words are almost 
invariably delivered by characters whose 
opinions are undermined elsewhere in the 
drama. 

  
Dr. Jacques  
Gauthier
October 13 

 
Israel’s Sovereignty Entitlements to 
Jerusalem & the Disputed  
Territories in International Law

Dr. Gauthier has presented his findings 
on the competing claims to the City of 
Jerusalem under international law to 
numerous parliamentarians and on many 
university campuses worldwide. He has 
made presentations in the  
Canadian Parliament, in the British House 
of Commons and in the House of Lords, 
the European Parliament in  
Brussels, in the US Congress.

Dr. Doris Bergen
November 3 

 
 
Hindsight 20/20 
(Holocaust Education Week) 

Looking back, it is tempting to make 
judgments, especially about Jews in  
Germany and Hungary:  “They should 
have known.”  But what exactly should 
they have known and when?  This talk, 
based on hundreds of hours of video  
testimony, explores how survivors  
themselves look back on the signs they 
recognized or failed to heed.  Do their 
insights speak to our own uncertain times?
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ON DEMAND: $24 
WATCH EACH LECTURE AT 

YOUR OWN LEISURE!

A new virtual lunch 
& learn series of 6 
sessions begins  
October 13! 
 
Eat your lunch in a private 
virtual room with friends, 
and then re-join the full 
group at 12:30 PM for an 
hour lecture! Advanced 
RSVP required.

By reservation only: 416-221-3433
or renee@bethtikvahtoronto.org 


