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The Jewish Center, a cornerstone of Modern Orthodox Jewish Life on the Upper West Side, 
inspires its members and embraces the broader Jewish community through vibrant prayer, serious 
Torah study, spiritual inquiry, charitable endeavors, appreciation of world culture and an abiding 
commitment to the State of Israel.

In these pages you will discover a Center that is the religious, intellectual and spiritual home for 
each of its members as well as a Modern Orthodox Center for Jewish Life and Learning that is 
welcoming to all.

We invite you to explore this brochure and we look forward to celebrating the historic Centennial 
celebration with the entire community.

X
Throughout its storied history, The Jewish Center has prided itself on its innovative and creative 
programming. This Spring, our goal is to build on our many recent successes to both broaden and 
deepen the range of our Center’s activities. By opening multiple portals of entry into the worlds of 
Torah study and Jewish activism, our mission is to make participation eminently accessible to both our 
members and the broader Jewish community.

Inside these pages you will find opportunities to:
•	 Engage	your	children	in	enriching	and	meaningful	Jewish	activities
•	 Attend	talks	by	top	scholars	and	leading	Jewish	professionals
•	 Learn	about	the	most	cutting	edge	initiatives	in	the	Jewish	world	today
•	 Celebrate	the	State	of	Israel

We invite you to explore the full gamut of our dynamic new classes and programs at The Jewish 
Center. Find activities best-suited to your personal preferences and join us as we embark on a journey 
brimming with possibility. In the process, we are certain that you will discover why The Jewish Center 
is where you belong.

THE
JEWISH 
CENTER

1 0 0  Y E A R S

The	Jewish	Center
131 WeST 86Th STreeT
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TeLephONe: 212.724.2700

Fax: 212.724.5629

WWW.TJC100.Org

CLERGY AND STAFF	

Yosie	Levine
raBBI

Dovid	Zirkind
aSSOCIaTe raBBI

Chaim	David	Berson
CaNTOr      

Erica	Brown
COMMUNITY SChOlar

Ora	Weinbach
COMMUNITY edUCaTOr

Noach	Goldstein
reSIdeNT SChOlar

Avi	Feder
SeNIOr INTerN

Eliezer	Buechler
WILLIaM FISChMaN raBBINIC INTerN 

Aaron	Strum
exeCUTIve dIreCTOr

Samantha	Zwick
dIreCTOr OF prOgraMMINg aNd 
COMMUNICaTIONS

Jenn	&	Gaby	Minsky
YOUTh dIreCTOrS

OFFICERS	

Avi	Schwartz
preSIdeNT

Andrew	Borodach
FIrST vICe preSIdeNT

Scott	Black
vICe preSIdeNT

Naomi	Goldman
vICe preSIdeNT

Michael	Jacobs
vICe preSIdeNT

Mark	Segall
aSSISTaNT vICe preSIdeNT

Yaron	Kinar
TreaSUrer

Len	Berman
aSSISTaNT TreaSUrer

Aliza	Herzberg
SeCreTarY



1Spring Program Guide 2018/5778 The Jewish Center

Spring at a Glance
MarCH 2

Youth	Department	Teens	&	Beyond	Dinner

MarCH 3
Youth	Shabbat	

Seudah	Shlishit	with	Dr.	Joseph	Angel

MarCH 4-6
AIPAC Policy	Conference

MarCH 7
Young	Leadership	at	the	Big	East	Tournament	

MarCH 8
The	Frick	Collection	Museum	Exhibit	with	Rabbi	

Yosie	Levine

MarCH 10
Pulpit	Exchange	with	Congregation	Shearith	Israel	

Shabbat	Across	America	with	MJE

MarCH 12
Rabbi	Joseph	Soloveitchik	Memorial	Lecture	with	

Rabbi	Aaron	Rakeffet

MarCH 16-17
Shabbat	with	Dr.	Erica	Brown

MarCH 18
Centennial	Pre-Pesach	Chesed	Event	with	Masbia

MarCH 24 
Jewish	Center	Day	and	Shabbat	Hagadol	Drasha	by	

Rabbi	Yosie	Levine

MarCH 25
Pesach	Kashering

MarCH 26
Clergy	Pearls	for	the	Seder

aPriL 11-12 
Yom	Hashoah	Reading	of	the	Names

aPriL 14
Shabbat	Scholar	In	Residence		

Dr.	Moshe	Avital

aPriL 15
	UWS Celebrates	Israel

aPriL 17
Young	Leadership	Shoah	Art	Presentation	

with	Ted	Comet

aPriL 18 
Yom	Ha’azmaut	and	Young	Professional	

UWS Tefillah	Chagigit

aPriL 19
Yom	Ha’azmaut	Youth	Department	Barbeque

aPriL 28
Special	Program	and	Kiddush	in	Honor	of	CSS

aPriL 29
Sisterhood	Brunch	with	Dr.	Shuly	Rubin	Schwartz

May 5 
Scholar	In	Residence	Sally	Mayer

May 6
Centennial	Sefer	Torah	Dedication

Spring	Book	Club	Meeting

May 9
Mott	Lecture	on	Jewish	Ethics

May 12
Keter	Torah	Awards	

May 13
Yom	Yerushalayim

May 19 
Centennial	Siyum	Ha’Tanach

May 23
Community-wide	Memorial	Day	Program

JUne 5
The	JC Centennial	Dinner	at	The	Plaza

JUne 16 
Graduation	Kiddush
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The JC Services
Hashkama Minyan • 7:45aM
This early minyan meets on Shabbat morning. With a close-knit 
feel, this minyan features a 30-minute shiur taught in conjunction 
with a hot kiddush immediately following davening. It is an ideal 
service for early risers, spouses who want to help acclimate their 
children to Shabbat morning groups and people looking for a 
spirited Shabbat morning mini shiur.

Fischman Bayer Main Sanctuary • 9:00aM
This service is the cornerstone of The Jewish Center. rabbi 
Yosie Levine’s weekly sermons address timely and timeless 
issues and speak to the congregants’ relationships with one 
another and with hashem. Cantor Chaim david Berson leads 
the service with melodies and songs that never fail to inspire.

young Leadership Minyan • 9:30aM
This weekly Shabbat morning minyan is the nucleus of 
the Young Leadership Committee’s social and religious 
programming. Led by our young professionals and associate 
rabbi, rabbi dovid Zirkind, the minyan combines beautiful 
Tefillah and conversations on relevant issues and Jewish ideas.

Sunday and Weekday Services
On Sundays and legal holidays, Shacharit is held in the Max 
Stern auditorium at 8:30aM. On weekday mornings, 
Shacharit is at 7:00aM and 8:00aM in the Marion and Max 
grill Beit Midrash (4th floor). On rosh Chodesh, fast days, 
Chol hamoed and Selichot days the times are adjusted (see 
calendar). Minchah and Maariv follow the schedule on the 
calendar.

Women’s Tehillim • 7:15PM
Join us every other Monday evening as we recite the entire Book of Tehillim (psalms) for those who need our spiritual support 
and for the safety and well-being of our brothers and sisters in Israel. Contact Joyce Weitz for more information at (212) 877-1176.

Tuesday
7:45-8:30aM 
advanced Gemara Chaburah 
with rabbi Noach goldstein

10:15-11:30aM 
nosh and Drash 
with dr. adena Berkowitz (women only)

8:00PM 
The Throne room: From 
Solomon to Ben Gurion 
The	Sadye	and	Henry	Bayer	Tanakh	Class
with rabbi Yosie Levine

Jewish Center University - Spring Semester at a Glance
visit the weekly bulletin for updated schedule and topic information.

Daily
israel 
Friedman 
Daf yomi 
with rotating 
JCU Faculty

Monday
8:00PM
Topics in 
Talmud 
with rabbi 
dovid Zirkind

Shabbat
8:30aM 
rabbi israel 
Silverstein 
rambam Class
with rabbi Yosie Levine

Hashkama 
Minyan Shiur 
with rotating JCU faculty

Wednesday
11:00aM 
Women of the 
Bible
with rabbi Yosie 
Levine

8:00PM 
introduction 
to Talmud 
with Ora Weinbach
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youth Department

The Jewish Center Youth department has one of the 
leading youth programs on the Upper West Side and remains 
a wonderful draw for young families in our community. With 
professionally-run Shabbat programs and a plethora of exciting 
and educational year-round events, The Jewish Center serves 
as a focal point for the entire family. Weekly youth groups for 
children through high school include introductory Tefillah 
education, parsha study, and interactive games with peers. 
parents can participate fully in services while children are 
engaged in innovative programming – from drop-off groups for 
tots to the Teen Minyan and kiddush. Some of the highlights 
of our programs during the year include: Thanksgiving day 
Firehouse visit, Winter Friday Night Family dinner, Teen v. 
Clergy Basketball game, Weekly parent-Child Learning and 
much more. For more information about our events, please 
contact our Youth directors, Jennifer and gaby Minsky at 

jennandgaby@jewishcenter.org.

youth Shabbat 
March 2nd-3rd, 2018
The youth of our community will be taking over the running of 
the main service. They will lead the davening, laining, become 
gabbaim for the day and much more. This is an opportunity to 
see firsthand the array of talent that our youngsters possess.  

yom Ha’azmaut Family BBQ
april 19th, 2018 
Join the Youth department for a special JC rooftop family 
BBQ in celebration of Israeli Independence day.

Graduation Kiddush
Shabbat, June 16th
Join us as we celebrate the academic achievements of our 
community graduates. From preschool to phd, if you, a family 
member or friend flipped a tassel this spring, please let us know 
by contacting Samantha at samantha@jewishcenter.org. 
If	you	would	like	to	sponsor	the	Graduation	Kiddush,	please	
contact	Aaron	Strum	at	astrum@jewishcenter.org.

youth Department Programming
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The JC and Congregation Shearith israel 
Pulpit exchange

Shabbat Morning, March 10th 

In celebration of our Centennial and historic relationship with Congregation Shearith Israel, The Jewish Center is proud to once 
again join forces with our sister synagogue for a pulpit exchange featuring rabbi Yosie Levine and our former William Fischman 
rabbinic Intern, rabbi dr. Meir Soloveichik. The rabbis will trade places and  deliver public lectures at each Congregation on 
Shabbat Morning following davening. Members from both congregations are invited to remain in their shul for a guest lecture or 

accompany their rabbi to his host shul for the morning.

A Revolutionary	Tale:	
The	Curious	History	
of	the	First	Hebrew	

Prayer	for	a	Democratic	
Government	

by	Rabbi	Yosie	Levine

The	Yiddish	Letter	
and	the	Declaration:	

The	Story	of	the	First	
American	Jew	

by	Rabbi	Dr.	Meir	
Soloveichik	

From agudah to Mizrachi: The rav’s Spiritual Journey
In	observance	of	the	25th	Yahrzeit	of	Rabbi	Joseph	B.	Soloveichik
Featuring rabbi Dr. aaron rakeffet
Monday, March 12th at 8:00PM 

rabbi rakeffet is professor of rabbinic Literature at Yeshiva University’s Caroline and Joseph S. gruss Institute 
in Jerusalem. he is a noted scholar, author and teacher who has taught thousands of students throughout his more 
than 55-year career.

Shabbat Hagadol Drasha with rabbi yosie Levine
March 24th, 2018 • Jewish Center Day

Memory’s	Anniversary:	From	Cairo’s	Jewish	Quarter	to	New	York’s	Jewish	Center

Pre-Pesach Mini-mester

Shabbat with Dr. erica Brown
Shabbat, March 17th–18th 

Shabbat	Morning	Public	Lecture:	redemption: Waiting on the World to Change
Seudat	Shlishit:	a Cut above - Tzippora and the Women of the exodus Story
Sunday	Morning:	passover and the Seeds of Social Justice
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Pre-Pesach 
Seudah Shlishit Series

March 3rd: Professor Joseph angel
assistant professor of Bible, Yeshiva University

The	Use	and	Abuse	of	the	Exodus	Story	in	
Antiquity

March 10th: Shabbat across america
Join us for this annual event as we partner with Manhattan 
Jewish experience, hearing the inspiring personal stories of their 
members, including their path to Jewish life and observance. 
This year’s presenters are anna hertz and dan hackman. 
please join us for their presentations.

March 17th: Dr. erica Brown
A Cut	Above	-	Tzippora	and	the	Women	of	the	
Exodus	Story

JC Community  
Day of Chesed

Sunday, March 18th, 2018

9:15aM:  Donuts and Discussion 
with Dr. erica Brown
Passover and the Seeds of 
Social Justice

10:00aM – 1:00PM:  Prepping 
1,000 pounds of fresh produce
The Jewish Center is hosting a day of chesed that is fun for all 
ages. help wash, peel and chop fresh produce to help Masbia, a 
non-profit soup kitchen network and food pantry, provide dinner 
for a week.  drop in or stay all day.  Sign up on The JC website.

*Brought to you by the 100 acts of 
Chesed Challenge #chesedjc100

Pesach Kashering 
at The Jewish Center

Sunday, March 25th: 
9:30aM-12:30PM
The JC kitchen is open and our Clergy are ready to help 
with your pesach kashering needs. Bring one item or the 
whole set. don’t forget your Sale of Chametz forms. The 
clergy are there and ready to help.

Questions	in	advance?	Please	contact	Rabbi	Zirkind

Seder Pearls
Monday, March 26th
7:45PM-9:00PM
Jewish Center Beit Midrash
Featuring rabbi Yosie Levine, rabbi dovid Zirkind, Ora 
Weinbach, rabbi Noach goldstein, rabbi avi Feder, 
rabbi elie Beuchler and Cantor Chaim david Berson.
Join us for this perennial favorite, featuring presentations 
by The JC clergy and staff, for fresh ideas and classic 
thoughts on the pesach Seder.
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yom HaShoah & 
yom Ha’azmaut

Upper West Side annual yom HaShoah reading of the 
names
Wednesday april 11th at 10:00PM
This Year’s host: The Society for the advancement of Judaism

For more than twenty years, the Upper West Side Synagogue community has gathered in 
rotating host institutions for an all-night reading of the names of victims of the holocaust. The 
program begins with a reading led by our community rabbis, followed by time slots taken 
by each individual congregation. exact times for each congregation will be available soon.  
For more information and to join The Jewish Center delegation please contact the shul office.

at the age of fourteen, Moshe avital along with his entire family, was deported from Czechoslovakia to 
auschwitz. Imprisoned in six concentration camps, avital miraculously survived and was liberated from 
Buchenwald in 1945. his remarkable journey led him from europe to palestine where he joined the hagana 
and fought in the War of Liberation from 1947-1950. he also fought in the 1956 War with the Israel defense 
Forces in the Sinai War.
In November 1950 he came to the United States and pursued his higher academic education at Yeshiva University, 
graduating with high honors, and earning a B.a. and M.S. in education, and a phd in hebrew Literature.
For 50 years he served in various educational positions in the United States. dr. avital speaks half a dozen 

languages and is a translator. he was the official hebrew to english translator for the aBC Network for the proceedings of the then 
egyptian president anwar Sadat’s historic visit to Israel, and the proceedings of the knesset in November of 1997. To date he has published 
15 books, twelve on the holocaust. 
In addition to his riveting personal story, dr. avital is a prolific author on the holocaust, Tanach and Jewish Thought. 
dr. avital’s works are available for purchase at mosheavital.com/books. For those who purchase copies in advance of the weekend, 
dr. avital will be available for a book signing on Motzei Shabbat.

Scholar-in-residence Dr. Moshe avital
Shabbat,	April	13th-14th

Shabbat Morning Public Lecture:
From Despair To The Heights of Hope and Triumph: My Survival 
From The Holocaust

Seudah Shlishit:
My aliyah-Bet: Joining The Hagana and Waging The War of Liberation

The annual yom HaShoah Lecture is sponsored by George and Harriet Blank:
in memory of the 670 Jewish men, women and children murdered by the Germans in 

the Zloczew Poland ghetto in December, 1941.
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youth Department 
yom Ha’atzmaut BBQ
Thursday april 12th
4:00PM

Join us for a special JC rooftop family BBQ in celebration of 
Israel’s Independence day. enjoy delicious food and music as 
your children create Israel-themed crafts. 

UWS Celebrates israel
Sunday april 15th • Symphony Space

Join us for the Upper West Side’s spectacular annual celebration 
of Yom ha’atzmaut, Israel’s Independence day. Synagogues, 
schools, and Jewish organizations come together, celebrating 
the rich and complex culture, history, and people of Israel. There 
will be an all day festival and street fair taking place at Symphony 
Space, featuring food vendors, lectures, music and more.
For more information visit www.uwsisrael.org

young Leadership Shoah Memorial event
The art of Hope and Healing: 
a Guided Tour of the Tapestries  
of Shoshana Comet
Tuesday, april 17th at 8:00PM
at the home of Ted Comet

Our Young Leadership community is invited to the home of our 
member Ted Comet for a private tour of tapestries woven by his wife, 
survivor and psychotherapist Shoshana Comet z”l. The tour is a unique 
exploration of holocaust imagery and psychology and a powerful 
example of courage and resilience. registration and details will be 
available shortly. visit our facebook page for further information.

annual young Professionals  
yom Haatzmaut Tekes Ma’var  
and Tefillah chagigit
Wednesday, april 18th
at West Side institutional Synagogue 

Save the date for this annual community evening of Tribute and 
Tefillah as we mark Yom haZikaron and Yom haatzamut. The 
evening features a tribute to fallen Chayalim by former IdF 
soldiers currently living on the Upper West Side, an inspired 
Maariv and hallel for Yom haatzmaut. This event is organized by 
Young Leadership in conjunction with UWS Celebrates Israel and 
is open to the entire community. More information coming soon.
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The Hanno Mott Lecture 
on Contemporary Jewish ethics

Like DreaMerS:
The immigration Debate in 

america, israel and Beyond 
Wednesday, May 9th

7:00PM Members-only dinner with the panelists
7:45PM Mincha/Maariv 

 8:00PM Program followed by Q&a

Join us for a masterclass on the contemporary immigration 
debate, featuring our former assistant rabbi, 

rabbi Benjamin Samuels, in conversation with the former 
assistant Director of the FBi, Steven Pomerantz. 

rabbi Dr. Benjamin Samuels
a former assistant rabbi of The Jewish Center, rabbi dr. Benjamin Samuels has served as the rabbi of Congregation Shaarei 
Tefillah in Newton, Massachusetts for 23 years. he is the president of the vaad harabonim of Massachusetts and a member of its 
Beit din. he represents the vaad as a member of the executive Board of the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts. he is a Master 
Teacher at Maayan: Torah Inititiatives for Jewish Women, a genesis Scholar at Combined Jewish philanthropies and a member 
of CJp’s Board of governors. rabbi Samuels pursued his formal education primarily at Yeshiva University, where he earned a Ba in 
english Literature; and as a Wexner graduate Fellow, achieved an Ma in both Bible and Medieval Jewish history from the Bernard 
revel graduate School of Jewish Studies, and rabbinical Ordination from the rabbi Isaac elchanan Theological Seminary. Most 
recently he completed his doctoral dissertation at Boston University on the topic: how advances in Science Change Jewish Law and 
ethics: assisted reproductive Technologies and the redefinition of parenthood.

Steven L. Pomerantz
Mr. pomerantz retired from the FBI in June 1995 after a career spanning twenty-seven years. during that time period he rose 
from a field investigative Special agent to the rank of assistant director, the third highest position in the FBI. Mr. pomerantz 
has represented the FBI and the law enforcement community on numerous occasions in a variety of settings both domestically 
and internationally. he is an expert in the area of terrorism as well as criminal justice information. In January of 2005 he joined 
JINSa as director of Counterterrorism programs. Mr. pomerantz has testified before Congress and is regularly called upon by 
the media to comment on issues involving terrorism and law enforcement. Mr. pomerantz was the recipient of numerous awards and 
commendations during his career. he holds a Bachelor of arts from New York University and attended post graduate school at the 
University of Southern California and detroit University. prior to entering the FBI he served five years in the United States air 
Force, attaining rank of Captain.

Our	program	will	include	a	briefing	on	the	state	of	US National	
Security	and	a	discussion	of	the	implications	of	law,	religion	and	ethics	

on	immigration	in	America,	Israel	and	worldwide.
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Celebrating 100 years of Chesed

Over the past 100 years, aside from our hats and dresses, what else has changed in our 
community? You’ll find out at the annual Sisterhood brunch when dr. Shuly rubin Schwartz, 
professor of american Jewish history at JTS, and dean of the College of Jewish Studies, will 
offer a fascinating overview of how Jewish american women in our neighborhood have changed 
– and not. please join us on Sunday, april 29 at the home of Barbara Messer for an informative 
and fun ride down memory lane.

Sisterhood Brunch
At	the	home	of	Barbara	Messer	•	Sunday,	April	29th

עולם חסד יבנה
Build a World 
of Kindness
Chesed	is	one	of	our	Jewish	Center	hallmarks.	
We	 organize	 Bikur	 Cholim	 visits,	 support	
those	sitting	shiva,	welcome	new	families	to	the	
community,	and	lend	a	helping	hand	to	those	in	
need	 in	 our	 community,	 in	 Israel	 and	beyond.		
Our	 Centennial	 is	 a	 special	 opportunity	 to	
honor	The	Jewish	Center’s	treasured	legacy	of	
caring	and	kindness	by	pledging	to	do	100	acts	
of	 chesed	 and	 inspiring	 others	 to	 participate.			
Help	 build	 a	 world	 of	 kindness	 and	 join	 the	
growing	 number	 of	 people	 committed	 to	 the	
challenge.

The	Challenge:					
•	 Commit	 to	 doing	 100	 acts	 of	 chesed	 at	 home,	 with	 The	

Jewish	Center	or	anywhere.
•	 Sign	up	solo,	or	team	up	with	family	and	friends,	to	get	to	100	

by	June	3rd,	2018.	
•	 To	join	the	challenge,	go	to	TJC100.org/chesed-challenge.		
•	 Help	inspire	others!	Your	name	will	be	listed	on	the	Participant	

Wall	(with	your	permission).
•	 Download	a	Chesed	Tracker	to	list	your	acts	of	kindness	and	

watch	them	grow!
•	 Be	 on	 the	 lookout	 for	 updates	 and	 upcoming	 chesed	

opportunities	 in	 The	 Jewish	 Center	 bulletin	 and	 on	 the	
Centennial	website.

•	 Share	pictures	of	your	acts	of	chesed	with	Samantha	Zwick	at	
chesed@jewishcenter.org	for	a	chance	to	be	featured	on	The	
Jewish	Center	Facebook	page	#chesedjc100.

Have	questions,	a	chesed	opportunity	or	ideas	for	an	event	you’d	like	to	help	plan?	
Email	chesed@jewishcenter.org	or	talk	to	one	of	the	committee	members:		

Naomi	Goldman,	Rebecca	Herman,	Mindy	Horowitz,	Elana	Kaminetzky	and	Grant	Silverstein

#chesedjc100
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Centennial Sefer Torah Dedication
May 6th, 2018

In honor of our Centennial, we have commissioned the writing of a new Sefer Torah. Our goal is for 
every member of our community to participate in this special mitzvah. We invite you to get involved 
and we look forward to welcoming our new Centennial Sefer Torah on Sunday morning, May 6th.

 Our Torah is meant to represent each of you. participate in this unique mitzvah by purchasing and 
inscribing yOUr letter or pasuk in our Torah. visit www.jewishcenter.org to 

dedicate at any level or to purchase a letter for yourself, a family member or friend.

Upon our Torah’s completion we will welcome it to our Center with a grand hachnasat Sefer Torah. 
Music, dancing, lectures and finishing touches all to be completed on that very day.

Committee:
Chaim	David	Berson			•			Penina	Blazer	

Tehillah	Blech		•			Ruthie	Israeli	
Lauren	and	David	Reves			•			Ephie	Reinhard	
Stephen	Rutenberg			•			Menashe	Shapiro	
Ari	Stein		•			Esther	and	Matt	Zimmelman
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Centennial Sefer Torah Dedication
May 6th, 2018

Rabbi	Shimon	said,	“There	are	three	crowns:	the	crown	of	Torah,	the	crown	of	priesthood,	and	the	
crown	of	kingship.	And	the	crown	of	a	good	name	is	superior	to	them	all.”

In the spirit of Shavuot, which celebrates two great Jewish heroines, Naomi and ruth, the keter Torah award 
ceremony will immediately precede Shavuot. The ceremony provides a unique opportunity for The Jewish 
Center family to show its high regard for the outstanding commitment and leadership of women in our community. 
This year’s keter Torah award will be presented on May 12th, following Shabbat morning services in The Jewish 
Center’s main sanctuary. We look forward to recognizing two women in our community this year: rona kellman 

and dina Burcat. please mark your calendars and join us for this special event.

If you would like to acknowledge the women of our synagogue,  and our honorees, please visit www.jewishcenter.org.	
Your donation will contribute towards honoring these women, as well as to support the work of The Jewish Center. 

Keter torah award ceremony 
honoring rona Kellman & Dina Burcat

May 12th, 2018

The Jewish Center Centennial 
Siyum HaTanach

Going	up?
The	 Centennial	 Campaign’s	 push	 for	 a	 new	 elevator	
will	only	take	you	so	far.	Elevate	your	spirit	and	join	The	
Jewish	Center	Centennial	Siyum	HaTanach!

Together	we	can	make	 this	 a	 community-wide	project	
with	 each	 of	 our	 members	 volunteering	 to	 study	 one	
chapter	 or	 an	 entire	 book	 of	 the	 Chumash,	 Neviim	
or	 Ketuvim.	 Join	 this	 exciting	 journey	 of	 exploration	
together.		There	are	many	portals	of	entry.

Our	 project	 will	 culminate	 on	 Shabbat	 May	 19th	 /	
Shavuot	 weekend,	 with	 a	 siyum	 on	 Shabbat	 morning	
and	special	programming	for	Tikkun	Leil	Shavuot.

Be a part of The JC Centennial Soul Cycle Siyum!
For	more	information	or	to	get	involved,	contact	a	member	of	the	Siyum	HaTanach	Committee:	

Vivian	and	Bernard	Falk,	Chairs;	Marsi	&	Ira	Tokayer,	Rachel	&	Baruch	Schaulewicz,	Marlene	&	Michael	Sperling

•	 Sign	up	is	easy.	Visit	http://hadranalach.com/477	
to	 select	 one	 chapter,	 several	 chapters	 or	 an	
entire	Book	of	your	choice	on	The	Jewish	Center	
Centennial	Siyum	page.		

•	 Alternatively,	you	can	email	samantha@jewishcenter.org	
and	indicate	which	chapters	you	will	cover.

•	 Study	 is	 encouraged	 on	 any	 level,	 in	 Hebrew	 or	
English,	pure	text	or	commentaries.	Learning	can	
be	 done	 individually,	 together	 with	 a	 partner	 or	
with	your	children.

•	 The	next	series	of	JC	classes	will	feature	various	
opportunities	to	facilitate	your	Tanach	study.

•	 On	Shabbat	afternoons	in	the	spring,	there	will	be	
a	special	series	of	lectures	on	methodological	and	
thematic	approaches	to	Tanach	study.
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featuring Scholar in residence 
Sally Mayer 
Shabbat,	May	4th-5th	

Our former resident Scholar Sally Mayer teaches Talmud and halakhah at Midreshet 
Lindenbaum, where she also serves as a mentor to her students, and has worked as an 
editor for the new koren translation of the Talmud. In the U.S. Sally was a member of the 
core faculty that helped to build Ma’ayanot Yeshiva high School for girls in Teaneck, NJ, 
where she chaired the Talmud department and directed Israel guidance. She holds a B.a. 
from Stern College and an M.a. in Medieval Jewish history from Yeshiva University. 
She lives in Neve daniel with her husband and children.

Martha Sonennschein Lecture

Community-wide Memorial Day 
Program
Wednesday, May 23rd
Key nOTe aDDreSS: COLOneL JaCK 
JaCOBS

U.S. army Colonel Jack Jacobs is a Medal of honor recipient for his actions during 
the vietnam War. he serves as a military analyst for NBC News and MSNBC. 
he is one of only a few Jews who have ever received this honor and it is truly special 
to have him address everyone attending.

•
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CenTenniaL
iniTiaTiVeS

Throughout The Jewish Center’s Centennial, moments from our synagogue’s past can be found 
illustrated through a special website, the organization of our archives, interviews with members for our 

Oral history project and the compilation of a Scholarly Journal.

ARCHIVES

The Jewish Center’s journals, which will be available soon, and bulletins have been cataloged allowing for notable 
highlights to be researched and shared. Items of historical interest are displayed in the synagogue lobby.

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Who better to tell aspects of The Jewish Center’s unique story than our own members! To date, more than 50 member 
households have participated in the Oral history project, offering personal recollections of revered rabbis and teachers, 
as well as special moments in our congregation’s shared history. vignettes from filming will continue to be posted to the 
Centennial website throughout the Centennial year. New footage is more than welcome, through the interactive Share 
Your Story component on the Centennial website.

SCHOlaRLY JOURNAL

The volume boasts sermons delivered by each of the historic rabbis of The Jewish Center. This collection of sermons 
and discourses represent the leadership of The Jewish Center, its commitment to Orthodox Judaism and grappling with 
the tensions of modern life. The volume also includes historical essays that highlight the role of The Jewish Center in 
american Jewish life, as well as primary texts and images of the women and men who have been a part of The Jewish 
Center’s first hundred years.

WEBSITE
visit www.TJC100.org regularly for the latest information about Centennial activities, events, video footage and 
photographs. Memories from our first 100 years have been retold electronically through archival findings, oral histories, a 
timeline of events since our founding, testimonials and vintage pictures. Members and friends are invited to supplement 
the collection through their own submissions, sharing personalized content. The Centennial website may be accessed at 
wwww.TJC100.org or through The Jewish Center’s main website, www.jewishcenter.org, by clicking on the top hat logo.
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Founders and Leaders of The Jewish Center 
1917-2017

Our Centennial began with a historic dedication of our Sanctuary that bridged the bright future of our synagogue with its remarkable 
history. From the day our Center was first conceived, William Fischman (our first president) and Samuel Bayer (our third president) were 

instrumental in its every detail. decades later, Sadye Bayer was honored by our Sisterhood for 66 years of service to our Center. Most 
recently, virginia Bayer hirt served as synagogue president and continues to serve as Chair of the Board as we enter our second century. 

Celebrating this distinguished legacy of leadership at The Jewish Center was the perfect beginning to our year-long Centennial celebration.

Thank you to everyone thus far who has contributed to the 
Centennial campaign and the future of The Jewish Center.

Arthur Ainsberg • Lori Zeltser & Leonard Berman • Harriet & George Blank • Serena Wieder & Jonathan Blank
Rachel Wolf & Andrew Borodach • Ted Comet • Shifra Epstein • Vivian & Bernard Falk • Susan & Edward Falk
Sherry & Mark Fessel • Evelyn & Michael Fruchter • Susan Kensky & Sam Goldman • Ruby & Joseph Gottlieb 

Judith & Robert Grauman • Aliza Herzberg •  Rabbi Robert & Virginia Bayer Hirt • The Kalfus Family 
Rachel & Rabbi Yosie Levine • Susan Lobel • Barbara Duberstein Messer & David Messer • Daphne Morduchowitz

Hanno Mott • Amanda Nussbaum & Daniel Laifer • Nicole & David Pfeffermann • Ilana & Bruce Rashkow • Barbara & Guy Reiss
The Herbert & Audrey Rosenfeld Fund • Rachel & Louis Halle Rowen • Mary Helen Rowen • The Rudin Foundation, Inc. 

May & Samuel Rudin Family Foundation •  Eric Rudin • Miriam Lipsky & Joshua Schainker • Avi Schwartz • Chani & Mark Segall 
Rose Lynn Sherr and Stanley Solson • Rachel Ringler & Yossi Siegel • Radine & William Spier

Rona & Andrew Steinerman • Rochelle Tarlowe & Seth Jonas • Adina & Philip Wagman • Harriet Wagman • Joyce & Aaron Weitz

Sanctuary Dedication in Tribute 
to the Fischman Bayer Family

One thing I ask of the Lord, for this I yearn: to dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold His beauty, to pray in His sanctuary 
Psalm 27

F I SC H MA N  BAY ER  FAMI LY
FOUNDER S AND LEADER S OF THE JEWISH CENTER

1917–2017

 SANCTUARY DEDICATION IN TRIBUTE TO THE
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Upper West Side neighborhood Walk • young Leadership Fall Lunch
The Centennial Soiree • Clothing Drive

Trivia night • Scholar in residence Professor Jonathan Sarna

Scholar in residence rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter
Scholar in residence rabbi Haskel Lookstein • #100FOr100 Membership Drive

100 acts of Chesed • young Couples Paint night

rabbi Levine’s Centennial Sermon Series • 100 years of Kashruth in america
rudin Lecture featuring Judge Michael Mukasey and Gen. Bentzi Gruber

Centennial Teen Basketball Games



16The Jewish Center Spring Program Guide 2018/5778

The Vision
The	Center	for	Jewish	Life	and	Learning

Building upon the richness of our history, our significant contributions to the Upper West Side Jewish community 
and the strength of our leadership, The Jewish Center’s vision for its second century is quite exciting and dynamic. 
Your participation in our Centennial Campaign will allow us to continue to provide the high level of programming, 
educational excellence, and community support we are so well known for. But we are not content resting upon our past 

achievements. This is our opportunity to initiate new visions for what we hope the next century can bring. 
Below you will find our ideas for what we hope to accomplish with the funds raised by this campaign.

$20	M

$18	M

$16	M

$14	M

$12	M

$10	M

$8	M

$6	M

$4	M

$2	M

$0	

Renovate	the	main	
sanctuary	

Renovate	the	1st	floor	
lobby	and	security	room

Renovate	the	1st	floor	
auditorium

Renovate	the	6th,	7th	and	
part	of	the	8th	floor

Install	second	elevator

Update	HVAC	
throughout	the	building

Pay	off	the	mortgage	

Reinvent	the	roof	space

Purchase	apartment	for	
assistant	rabbi

Create	an	endowment	
fund

Renovate	the	main	
sanctuary	

Renovate	the	1st	floor	
lobby	and	security	room
Renovate	the	1st	floor	

auditorium
Renovate	the	6th,	7th	

and	part	of	the	8th	floor
Install	second	elevator

Update	HVAC	
throughout	the	building
Pay	off	the	mortgage

Renovate	the	main	
sanctuary	

Renovate	the	1st	floor	
lobby	and	security	room
Renovate	the	1st	floor	

auditorium
Renovate	the	6th,	7th	

and	part	of	the	8th	floor
Install	second	elevator

Renovate	the	main	sanctuary	
Renovate	the	1st	floor	lobby	and	

security	room
Renovate	the	1st	floor	auditorium
Renovate	the	6th,	7th	and	part	of	

the	8th	floor

Target Campaign Goals

Campaign Goal #1 Campaign Goal #2 Campaign Goal #3 Campaign Goal #4
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Giving and naming 
Opportunities

$1,000,000	Level:

Naming of the 7th Floor event Space
Installation of the 2nd elevator

$100,000	Level:

Naming of the assistant rabbi position 
Naming of Jacob’s Ladder (Main Staircase)

Naming of the hat room
Naming of the Centennial donor recognition Wall

Naming of the kol Na’arim Tallit
Naming of the Senior rabbi’s office

$500,000	Level:
Naming of the 1st Floor Lobby

Naming of the gym
Naming of the new Youth Lounge on the 6th Floor

Naming of the Senior rabbi position
Naming of the Stained glass Window in the Main 

Sanctuary

$250,000	Level:

Naming and purchase of a New Sefer Torah
Naming of the Chazzan position

Naming of the Sukkah

$180,000	Level:

Naming of the Ner Tamid in the Sanctuary
Naming of the Security room on the 1st Floor

Naming of the Oral history video project
Naming of the 8th Floor

$50,000	Level:

Naming of the Centennial Scholarly Journal
Naming of the 1st Floor Classroom

dedication of the Front door Mezuzah
Naming of the 4th Floor aron kodesh
Naming of the assistant rabbi’s Office

$36,000	Level:

Naming of the high holiday parochet in the Sanctuary
Naming of the CCS guard post

Naming of the 4th Floor Shulchan Cover
Naming of the hashkama kiddush room
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The Jewish Center

Centennial Dinner
Honoring our rabbis

June 5th, 2018
The Plaza

new york City

The	Jewish	Center		 		131	W.	86th	Street,	New	York,	NY	10024			 			T:	212-724-2700			 			www.jewishcenter.org


