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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHABBAT SCHEDULE
EREV SHABBAT
7:00PM Minchah
7:00PM YL Minchah & Kabbalat Shabbat (1st floor)
7:42PM Candle-lighting
SHABBAT
7:45AM Hashkama
8:30AM Rabbi Israel Silverstein Morning Midrash with Rabbi Dovid
Zirkind
9:00AM Shacharit
9:15AM Hashkama Shiur with Ora Weinbach, Ideal or Identical?
Kedushat Yisrael from the Haftorah’s Perspective
9:30AM Young Leadership (1st floor)
9:30AM Teen Minyan
10:00AM Youth Groups
4:00PM Bikkur Cholim/Bikkur in the Home
(meet at 730 Columbus Ave.)
6:15PM Middle School Girls Seudah Shlishit at the home of Ora
Weinbach
6:50PM Daf Yomi
7:35PM Minchah
Seudah Shlishit with Rabbi Noach Goldstein, “Hashem has done great
things for them” Reflections on the Modern Yom Haatzmaut
8:43PM Shabbat Concludes

MAZAL TOV
Rachel & Baruch Schaulewicz on the birth of a baby girl
THANK YOU TO OUR USHERS
Amanda Nussbaum and Steve Graber

Thank you to our CSS members whose efforts help maintain a
safe shul for our community.
Teen Minyan: Achdut VeAtzmaut Edition
Holy Schnitzel, Batman! This week we have the FIRST-EVER
unity Teen Minyan with our pals from OZ followed by the
FIRST-EVER Kiddush Q&A featuring IDF reservist and allaround legend Ari Platt in honor of Yom HaZikaron and
Yom HaAtzmaut! Paired with the sushi delights you know and love
and, by special request, scrumptious snackage from (you guessed it)
Holy Schnitzel, you won't want to miss this!*
*For those concerned, Insomnia cookies will appropriately make their
perfectly delicious return during the wee hours of Torahfest 5779
aka Shavuot

Middle School Girls Seudah Shlishit
THANK YOU TO OUR KIDDUSH SPONSORS:
Get
ready
for
an amazing and inspiring Seudah Shlishit this Shabbat
Community Kiddush:
at
the
home
of Ora Weinbach (492 Amsterdam Ave) at 6:15
Rebecca & Emilio Krausz and Mildred Green Shinnar in
commemoration of the yahrzeit of husband and father, Aaron Green,
We will return to The JC for Mincha at 7:35 PM.
Z”L
Please register on The JC website.
Cecile & Irving Skydell in memory of his father, Harav Binyamin ben
Yitzchak and his brother, Aaron ben Harav Binyamin
Scholar-In-Residence
Young Leadership:
Featuring
Rabbi Dr. Avraham Steinberg
Reina & Ethan Davis In celebration of the birth of our son
Shabbat May 18th
Alexander Jacob "AJ" Asher Yaakov
Teen Kiddush:
Shabbat Morning Public Lecture: 11:15am
Sharon Herzfeld & Dov Kleiner
Genetics and Halakha: Past, Present and Future
Jessica Gross & Lawrence Klein in honor of the juniors - hang in Seudah Shlishit: Gedolei Yisroel and Medical Ethics: My Perthere, it’s almost over!
sonal Reflections
Seudah Shlishit:
(for more details see page 3)
Estie Knobel in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of her father Chaim
This Scholar-in-Residence weekend is generously sponsored by the
Tzvi ben Aharon
Borodach & Wolf family in memory of Dr. Gerold Borodach z”l.

LATE BREAKING NEWS/SAVE THE DATE
Shabbat, May 24-25
Chazzan Probeh/Tryout with Chazzan Daniel Colthof
Daniel and his wife, Sarit, will be flying in from Israel and will
be with us from Thursday, May 23 – Sunday, May 26.
Among his other impressive credentials, Daniel serves his Israeli
army reserve duty as Deputy Chief Cantor of the IDF
More details to follow shortly.

The Hanno Mott Lecture on Contemporary Jewish Ethics
Tuesday, May 21st
From The ER to the Courtroom:
Brain Death in American Law and Halacha, Revisited
Featuring Dr. Kenneth Prager and Rabbi Dr. David Shabtai
(see page 3 for more details)

DAILY SERVICE TIMES
Sunday May 12
7:45AM Daf Yomi
8:30AM Shacharit
7:50M Minchah

Mon May 13-Thur May 16 Friday May 17
7/8AM Shacharit
7/8AM Shacharit
7:45AM Daf Yomi
7:45AM Daf Yomi
7:50PM Minchah
7:00PM Minchah
7:49PM Candle-lighting

WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP:
Monday, May 13th, 2019 at 7:15PM
Contact Joyce Weitz for more info. at 212-877-1176
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UPCOMING EVENTS
The Hanno Mott Lecture on Contemporary Jewish Ethics
Tuesday, May 21st
From The ER to the Courtroom:
Brain Death in American Law and Halacha, Revisited
Featuring Dr. Kenneth Prager and Rabbi Dr. David Shabtai
Dinner Reception 7:15PM
Mincha 8:00PM
Armchair Conversation 8:15PM
Dessert to follow
Join us for a masterclass on one of the most heated contemporary
medical ethics issues of our day. The program will focus on the medical,
legal and halachic variables in defining the end of life and how they co
-exist in American and Jewish Law.
Dr. Kenneth Prager
Dr. Prager is Professor of Medicine, Director of Medical
Ethics, and Chair of the Medical Ethics Committee at
Columbia University Medical Center.
Rabbi Dr. David Shabtai
Rabbi Dr. David Shabtai serves as the rabbi of the
Sephardic Minyan of the Boca Raton Synagogue in
Florida and serves on the faculty of the Boca Raton
Yeshiva High School as well as at Yeshiva University.

8th Annual Keter Torah Award Ceremony
Shabbat, June 1st at 11:15AM
Honoring
Joyce Weitz and Rona Steinerman

Honor Our Hero’s
Join us as we partner with UJAFederation of New York and local
institutions to Honor Our Heroes on
Wednesday, May 22nd at 7:30 pm. In
honor of Fleet Week and pre-Memorial
Day, we will recognize the courage and
selfless service of our brothers and
sisters who have dedicated themselves to
our great nation. To register, contact
Cori Weiss at weissc@ujafedny.org or
212.836.1302.

We celebrate the two great Jewish heroines, Naomi and
Ruth, over Shavuot. And, just prior to the holiday, The Jewish Center
family continues to show its high regard for two women, who have
demonstrated their good names through outstanding leadership and
commitment, with the Keter Torah Award ceremony.
We are delighted that this year’s Keter Torah recipients are Joyce
Weitz and Rona Steinerman. On June 1st, following Shabbat morning
services, we will honor them in The Jewish Center’s main sanctuary.
Please mark your calendars and join us!
If you would like to acknowledge the women of our synagogue, as well as our
honorees, please visit the Keter Torah event page at jewishcenter.org. Your
donation will contribute towards honoring these women, as well as towards
supporting the work of The Jewish Center.
Keter Torah Sponsor: $180
Rimon Sponsor: $72

JC RESIDENT SCHOLAR SEARCH
As Ora Weinbach will begin her studies at Yale Divinity
School in August, The Jewish Center is launching a search for
a JC Resident Scholar. This is a female leadership position
designed to engage with and connect to our entire
community with a special focus on the many women in the
community. The complete job description is posted on our
website under “JC Updates”.
Resumes may be sent to and inquiries may be made of
Adina Wagman, Aliza Herzbergand Andrew Borodach
at residentscholarsearch@jewishcenter.org.

Steal of a Deal
Riverdale, Fieldston House
5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 1 maid’s room
Ready To Move In
Kitchen with double appliances.
Top of the line throughout.
Priced at $1.295M
Call Fran Kupietzky at Douglas Elliman 917-566-2401
Or Irene Simon at Douglas Elliman 347-992-8611

JEWISH CENTER UNIVERSITY
For more information visit our website or contact
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind at dzirkind@jewishcenter.org
TUESDAY
Talmud Class
Rabbi Noach Goldstein
7:45AM–8:30AM

WEDNESDAY
Kindness and Kingship: Studies
in Megillat Rut
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
11:00AM-12:00PM

Nosh and Drash
With Dr. Adena Berkowitz
10:15AM-11:30AM

Mishna 101
Ora Weinbach,
Educator
Sadye & Henry Bayer Tanakh 7:00PM-8:00PM
Class:
Power and Faith: Revisiting David
and Golyat
Rabbi Noach Goldstein
8:30PM-9:30PM

Community

Community Schlissel Challah Bake
Co-sponsored by
The Jewish Center, JICNY and Kol
HaNeshamah
Last week over 40 women participated in a Schlissel
Challah Bake, co-sponsored by The Jewish Center, JICNY
and Kol HaNeshamah. Dr. Adena Berkowitz taught about
the origins and tradition of Schlissel Challah (placing a key
in the Challah) the Shabbat after Pesach and we learned
the how to of challah prep. Together we dedicated our
challah baking in memory of those in our community who
have passed on and for the speedy healing of those who
are ill. Thank you to all who participated.

The Sisterhood of The Jewish Center
Spring Membership Brunch
The Jewish Center Sisterhood kept its annual brunch all
in the family, with Sisterhood co-president and longtime member of The Jewish Center, Angela Himsel
(Sacks) speaking in conversation with Jewish Week
culture editor Sandee Brawarsky about her memoir,
“A River Could be a Tree.” Over 60 women across
the generations showed up to hear about her journey
from Jasper, Indiana to the Jewish Center. Sabrina
Rosen Salomon graciously hosted the event, providing
books for all attendees.

Sanctity of Individual, Sanctity of Community
Parshat Kedoshim 5779
Rabbi Noach Goldstein, Assistant Rabbi
In the last thousand years of Torah commentary, few
insights have been as influential as the Ramban’s
explanation that our sedra’s initial commandment,
“Kedoshim tihiyu” (Be holy), instructs us to abstain from
behavior that, while technically adhering to the letter of
the Halakha, tramples its spirit. The mitzvot are supposed
to advance religious values and generate spiritual
ambition, that one who treats them merely as legal
technicalities to be formally checked off misses the entire
point; in the Ramban’s provocative phrase, he can become
a “naval bi-reshut ha-Torah” (a scoundrel with the Torah’s
permission).

A second group, however, argues that the phrase “the
entire congregation” does not signal a focus on the
national corporate entity of Israel, but rather is a specific
address to every individual member of the nation. The
Netziv invokes the Ramban’s explanation about going
beyond the letter of the law, and then explains that every
individual has particular set of religious strengths and
needs, which determine where he or she should channel
these ambitions. The objective, normative Halakha applies
equally and evenly, but once we cross beyond the realm
of formal halakhic requirement, we must each determine
where we have particular room to excel or improve.

But what is not as widely discussed is how the Ramban’s
idea can help shed light on another interesting element in
that opening verse. In more than a dozen places, Sefer
Vayikra introduces a set of commandments with the
standard phrase, “And Hashem spoke to Moshe saying,
speak to the Israelites saying.” For some reason, however,
Parshat Kedoshim—and only Parshat Kedoshim—diverges
from that phrase. Instead we read, “Speak to the entire
congregation of the Israelites saying.” The addition of “the
entire congregation” seems redundant. Thus we need to
ask both what it adds and why it appears only in this
context.

Nehama Leibowitz quotes R. Yonatan Eybeschutz as also
focusing on the individual. Also working off the Ramban, he
explains that the call for conduct beyond what is required
exposes risk from self-imagined religious elites veering into
extremism. He cites some of the extreme ascetics at the
end of the Second Temple Period, who imposed severe
restrictions upon themselves far beyond what the rest of
the community could countenance, and then abandoned the
community when it would not go along with their policies.
Instead, explains R. Eybeschutz, the Torah places a
controlling brake on its Kedoshim call by addressing it to
every member of the community, meaning that the goal
must be one that each person can achieve.

One school suggests that the Torah wants to emphasize the
communal element of this mitzvah. For example, Rabbi
Menachem M. Kasher in his Torah Sheleimah cites
midrashim that emphasize that this ambitious mandate, “Be
holy”, is not only for priests or other elite individuals, but
rather is a goal set for the community at large. Indeed,
Rashi here comments that this parsha would be read at
Hakhel, where the entire nation would gather once every
seven years to hear the king read from the Torah. The
Baal Ha-Turim and Kli Yakar here both cite the law that a
matter of sanctity requires a group of ten, explaining that
true sanctity is achieved at the national level.

We can suggest that these two elements are both correct,
that the phrase directs our attention both toward each
individual and toward the broader community. The one
other place in the Chumash where this phrase “Speak to
the entire congregation of the Israelites saying” appears is
with the Korban Pesach, where it forms a running theme. I
discussed at seuda shlishit the other week that the idea
there seems to be to forge a new nation out of the
contributions of every unique individual. If so, that may be
the case here as well: the religious ambitions of each
brother and sister of Israel coalesce to produce a nation
whose transcendent sanctity is even greater than the sum of
its remarkable parts.

ISRAEL UPDATE
May 10, 2019
Grief to Jubilation: Israel Transitions from Memorial to Independence Day
Israel abruptly crossed over from grief to jubilation at nightfall Wednesday,
as Memorial Day for the country’s fallen soldiers and terror victims came to a
close and its 71st Independence Day began, The Times of Israel reported.
Mournful and somber speeches gave way to fireworks, concerts and parties
across the country, with flags promptly raised back from half-staff. The
juxtaposition of Memorial Day and Independence Day is a key element of
Israelis’ experience of their country’s anniversary, ensuring that no
commemoration completely excludes the sacrifice of the fallen and their
families, and that the elation of independence is never far removed from an
awareness of its cost. The sudden switch is seen as a difficult transition for
many bereaved families. The main event kicking off Independence day was
the annual state ceremony, which was taking place at the military cemetery on
Mount Herzl in Jerusalem, featuring a speech from Knesset Speaker Yuli
Edelstein, the lighting of 12 torches —which symbolize the 12 tribes of Israel in
the Bible —by people who are seen to have made an outstanding contribution
to society, and much singing and dancing. Our synagogue partners with
AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on issues
affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by
contacting AIPAC at (202) 639-5200 or by visiting www.aipac.org.

Join Our Sefirat HaOmer Siyum
Mishnayot!
For the second year in a row, join your fellow
JC members in Torah study to celebrate the
count up to Shavuot. This year, we will be
completing all of Mishnayot, culminating with
a community siyum and special program on
Shabbat morning June 8th. Study is
encouraged at all levels and for all ages, in
Hebrew or English, plain text or with
commentary. No amount of study is too large
or too small to participate.
To register visit http://hadranalach.com/827
or follow the link at jewishcenter.org.
Sponsorship opportunities available. To learn
more contact dzirkind@jewishcenter.org
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