
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

In biblical times, the Yovel year was a time to pause. The land remained untouched. Bnei Yisrael 

ceased their work. The economy reset: land returned to its original owners and slaves walked 

free. 
 

Inspired by Yovel, The Jewish Center will also be taking a year of pause, but not passivity. 

Despite the overwhelmingly reactionary culture we live in, we believe that it is our Jewish 

responsibility to patiently and proactively learn about one of the most pressing issues in America 

today: Racism.  
 

In recent months, our national attention has turned towards the pained outcry of Black 

Americans. This year, The Jewish Center commits to hearing that cry. 

• We commit to learning more about what the Black community is experiencing, both 

nationally and locally. 

• We commit to examining ourselves and our Jewish tradition to identify what our religious, 

personal, and civic responsibilities might be. 

• We commit to having serious, substantive conversations. 

• We are not committing to any particular perspective, answer, or response.  

This is why we have named this year-long endeavor YoVAL, A Year of Very Active Listening: 

The Jewish Center's Educational Initiative on Issues of Race and Racism. 
 

We invite you to attend "An Introduction to YoVAL" on Monday evening, November 9th from 

7:30-8pm. At this event, Rabbi Levine will inaugurate our year of programming and frame our 

project by exploring some of the most important Jewish values that animate these discussions. 

The program chairs will also briefly share YoVAL’s story and outline the series of events 

scheduled throughout the year. Please RSVP to this important event by clicking here. We 

sincerely hope that you will join us for this opening event and all the events that follow. 
 

Recognizing how difficult adherence to the biblical Yovel would be, Hashem promised its 

adherents blessings of abundance and peace. We similarly hope that Hashem will bless our 

Jewish Center community, our city, and our country, with an abundance of peace as we embark 

on this project together. 
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