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 We can create personalized spirituality portfolios for all of our members to set goals around Jewish living and then set about achieving them. 

 We can invite members to salons to hear directly from contemporary thought leaders about the issues we should thinking about and how 
      those issues affect our Jewish lives.

 We can create the infrastructure to make sure that no one has to be alone for a Shabbat meal. 

 We can build spaces for our children and teens to grow Jewishly every Shabbat morning and beyond. 

 We can become a hub for young families planting roots in our community. 

 We can do more to proactively support the ever-growing population of singles native to the West Side. 

 And we can develop an even richer array of programs and activities to be sure that everyone finds his/her niche within
 our community so that every person can develop his or her whole self.

As the rabbi of this extraordinary congregation and community, I think constantly about our shul and I think about it from two 
perspectives. First, I think of it through the lens of people. I see in my mind’s eye the faces of our members. I see their celebrations and 
I see their struggles. As an extension of my own family, I stay up nights worrying about them. I daven for them. I want them to be healthy 
and safe; hopeful and content. I want parents to be proud of their children. I want those on the margins to feel as though they have a 
place. I want our members to know about the treasures of the Torah. I want them to be moved by Tefillah. I want them to have endless 
opportunities to connect with one another and with Hashem. I want them to see themselves on a trajectory of spiritual growth. And I 
want them to have all the tools they need to be great Jews. 

While paying homage to the grandeur of our sanctuary and respecting its decorousness, when our members walk into The Jewish Center, I 
want them to feel like they are walking into a neighborhood shul – into a room where everyone knows their name; where people are overjoyed 
to see them when they are present and disappointed when they are absent.  
 
I want The Jewish Center to be a place where the members of a tight-knit Jewish Center family daven together and study Torah together; 
take care of one another in times of distress and celebrate with one another in times of joy. I want our senior members to know that we 
treasure them. I want our children to feel as though shul is an extension of home – someplace that is warm and familiar – full of spirit
and vibrancy. And I want every member to feel known, embraced and valued.

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
DEAR MEMBER:
As we approach our Centennial, I wanted to take a moment to share with you, if only 
briefly, some thoughts about a vision for our future. While of course what I have in 
mind is shaped by collaboration and the wisdom of many voices, I am writing in the 
first person because what follows represents my dreams and aspirations for my shul.

We will know when we have achieved success when it becomes obvious to anyone who walks through our doors that we are animated by an 
abiding commitment to halakha; a spirit of warmth, welcoming and sensitivity; the pursuit of rigorous and sophisticated Torah study; a deep love 
for the State of Israel; a sense of inclusivity; a desire to engage and empower women and men alike; and an openness to all comers. 
With the right resources and funding, we can take all of this to the next level:
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The local and global elements of The Jewish Center are mutually reinforcing. 
That we are a shul and not a foundation creates a sense of rootedness. We can 
never be detached or coldly academic because we traffic in the lived 
experiences of our members. We need real solutions for real people. And so 
the global issues we face never become simply hypothetical. 
 
And at the same time, that we push ourselves to think beyond the narrow or 
local concerns of the moment enriches the lives of our everyday members – 
encouraging us to see ourselves as part of a larger community and a larger world. 
 
I have no doubt that we will honor our storied past even as we engage the 
complexities of a dynamic future; that we will continue to enrich the Jewish lives 
of all who pass through our doors by empowering them to be great Jews; and 
that like our forebears 100 years ago – with tradition as our lodestar – we will 
continue to blaze new trails in the pursuit of Jewish excellence. 

At the same time, we aspire to be something much bigger. For as much as we are a local shul, we also have a global reach.
 
As a flagship of Modern Orthodoxy, we are dedicated to confronting the most pressing issues of our moment in the larger world – not just 
for the benefit of our members – but for the benefit of the Jewish community writ large. Taking full advantage of our history, geography and 
standing, we strive constantly to be a center and a convener for conversations about contemporary Jewish life and its future. 
 
We are a think tank in which ideas about the future of our community can percolate. We are an incubator in which we train members who go 
on to be outstanding lay leaders in communities throughout North America and beyond. And we are a laboratory for the best and brightest 
concepts in adult education, programming for our youth and singles, chesed, outreach, political activism, and community building. 
 
And with the right resources and funding, we can take all of this to the next level as well.

 We can become the Manhattan headquarters for Modern Orthodox thought by partnering with institutions such
 as Yeshiva University, Hebrew University, Bar Ilan, Shalem, Mosaic and the Jewish Review of Books.

 We can expand our virtual presence by becoming a launching pad for aspiring scholars who are thinking about and
 writing about the most cutting edge issues within the public discourse of the Jewish community. 

 And we can prioritize the mission of looking critically at the intersection between Jewish thought and western
 values to examine how they mutually enhance one another. 

Rabbi Yosie Levine
Yosie Levine 
Rabbi
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A LETTER FROM
THE CENTENNIAL CHAIRS

DEAR MEMBERS,

After a year of planning, The Jewish Center’s 

Centennial is finally here! Throughout this Centennial 

year (which runs from September-June), we will honor 

and illuminate our heritage and our outstanding Rabbis in 

the context of our lives and our broader mission as 

modern Orthodox Jews.

When studying the unique timeline of The Jewish Center, we come to 
appreciate that we are “LIVING JEWISH HISTORY ON THE 
UPPER WEST SIDE.” On any day of the week, our building is alive with 
a broad array of programming, minyanim, classes and activities that offer 
multiple portals of entry to the members of our community. Our Center 
also has a long tradition of nurturing and supporting other vital Jewish 
inst itut ions .  The col lective ensemble of  what we do at
The Jewish Center serves an indispensable role in Jewish life.

At the same time, we continue to build the foundation for the future in
a complex and evolving world. The Centennial programs and activities 
described on the following pages bear witness to our commitment to our 
Mesorah and to actively engage in the most pressing issues of the day.
The Centennial presents a unique opportunity to celebrate the kind of 
institution The Jewish Center has become. It is also a time to consider how 
our future as Jews and as a congregation will be defined as we consciously 
and excitedly transition to our second century.

May we continue to go from strength to strength!
 
With best wishes for a memorable and meaningful Centennial Year,

Andrew Kaplan                   Andrew Steinerman                   Rachel Wolf

YOSIE LEVINE - Rabbi

DOVID ZIRKIND - Associate Rabbi

CHAIM DOVID BERSON - Cantor

ERICA BROWN - Community Scholar

ORA WEINBACH - Community Educator

NOACH GOLDSTEIN - Resident Scholar

AVI FEDER - Senior Intern

ELI BUECHLER - William Fischman Rabbinic Intern

AARON STRUM - Executive Director

SAMANTHA ZWICK - Director of Programming

JENN AND GABBY MINSKY - Youth Directors

OFFICERS
AVI SCHWARTZ - President

ANDREW BORODACH - First Vice President

MICHAEL JACOBS - Vice President

SCOTT BLACK - Vice President

NAOMI GOLDMAN - Vice President

MARK SEGALL - Assistant Vice President

YARON KINAR - Treasurer

LEN BERMAN - Assistant Treasurer

ALIZA HERZBERG - Secretary

PROGRAM AND EVENT LEADERSHIP 
ANDREW KAPLAN - Co-chair

ANDREW STEINERMAN - Co-chair

RACHEL WOLF - Co-chair

DINA BURCAT - Soiree Co-chair

ROSE LYNN SHERR - Soiree Co-chair

RONA STEINERMAN - Soiree Co-chair

JOAN KAGAN - Oral History Project Co-chair

IRA KELLMAN - Oral History Project Co-chair

PHYLLIS ROTH - Marketing and Soiree Co-chair

DANIEL SOLOMONS - Marketing Co-chair

TALIA GRAFF - Archives Organization Co-chair

SETH JONAS - Archives Organization Co-chair

NAOMI GOLDMAN - 100 Acts of Chesed Chair

DANNY KAHN - Neighborhood Walk Co-chair

SHIRA ORENSTEIN - Neighborhood Walk Co-chair

GILDA T. CHODOSH - Centennial Gala Dinner Chair



CENTENNIAL
HISTORICAL INITIATIVES

ARCHIVES
The Jewish Center's journals and bulletins have been catalogued allowing for notable highlights to be 
researched and shared. Items of historical interest will be displayed in the synagogue lobby throughout 
the year. Examples include original documents from the synagogue's early years, coverage from the print 
media, photographs from memorable events and original artifacts.

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
Who better to tell aspects of The Jewish Center's unique story than our own members! To date, more 
than 50 member households have participated in the Oral History Project, offering personal 
recollections of revered rabbis and teachers, as well as special moments in our congregation's shared 
history. Vignettes from filmings will be posted to the Centennial website throughout the year.  New 
footage is more than welcome, through the interactive Share Your Story component on the Centennial website.

SCHOLARLY JOURNAL
The volume boasts sermons delivered by each of the historic rabbis of The Jewish Center. This 
collection of sermons and discourses represent the leadership of The Jewish Center, its commitment to 
Orthodox Judaism and grappling with the tensions of modern life. The volume also includes historical 
essays that highlight the role of The Jewish Center in American Jewish life, as well as primary texts and 
images of the women and men who have been a part of The Jewish Center’s first hundred years.

WEBSITE
Visit www.TJC100.org regularly for the latest information about Centennial activities, events, video 
footage and photographs. Memories from our first 100 years will be retold electronically through archival 
findings, oral histories, a timeline of events since our founding, testimonials and vintage pictures. 
Members and friends are invited to supplement the collection through their own submissions, sharing 
personalized content. The Centennial website may be accessed at www.TJC100.org or through The 
Jewish Center's main website www.jewishcenter.org, by clicking on the top hat logo. 

Throughout The Jewish Center's Centennial, moments from our synagogue's 
past will be illustrated through a special Website, the organization of our 

Archives, interviews with members for our Oral History Project and
the compilation of a Scholarly Journal.
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TH E  M AY  A N D  SA M U E L  R U D I N
LEC T U R E  S E R I E S

Scholar in Residence Professor Jonathan Sarna
Shabbat, October 27th - 28th 2017

A Historian's Perspective on the Future of
Modern Orthodoxy  Seudah Shlishit at 6:00PM

Dr. Jonathan Sarna is University Professor and the Joseph H. and Belle R. Braun Professor of 
American Jewish History and Chair of the Hornstein Jewish Professional Leadership Program at 
Brandeis University. He is also past president of the Association for Jewish Studies and Chief Historian 
of the National Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia. Born in Philadelphia, and raised in 
New York and Boston, Dr. Sarna attended Brandeis University, the Boston Hebrew College, Merkaz 
HaRav Kook in Jerusalem, and Yale University, where he obtained his doctorate in 1979. In 2009, he was 
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Sarna has written, edited, or co-edited more than thirty books, including Lincoln and the Jews: A History (with Benjamin Shapell) and When 

General Grant Expelled the Jews. He is best known for the acclaimed American Judaism: A History. Dr. Sarna was Chief Historian for the 350th 
commemoration of the American Jewish community, and is recognized as a leading commentator on American Jewish history, religion and life. 

The Jewish Center May and Samuel Rudin Lecture Series
The May and Samuel Rudin Lecture Series at The Jewish Center was established by Mr. Jack Rudin in memory of his beloved parents, longtime 
members and leaders of The Jewish Center. It was designed to provide the New York City community with the opportunity to hear from renowned 
religious leaders, prominent public figures and outstanding scholars on issues of critical importance to contemporary society and religion. Our most recent 
speakers have included: Professor Niall Ferguson; Daniel Libeskind; Mosab Hassan Yousef; Erica Brown and David Brooks; Senator Cory Booker; Dr. 
Eric Kandel and many more. 

1917: The Year That Changed American Orthodoxy
Shabbat Morning Public Lecture at 11:00AM

PR O FE SSO R J O N ATH A N SA R N A
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Can We Win the War on Terror? America, Israel and the Middle East 
100 years After Balfour

A Conversation Featuring Judge Michael Mukasey and 
Israeli General Bentzi Gruber 
Monday, November 6th 2017 at 8:00PM

TH E  M AY  A N D  SA M U E L  R U D I N
LEC T U R E  S E R I E S

In celebration of The Jewish Center's Centennial and the 100th Anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration, The Jewish Center and The Jewish National Fund are pleased to convene this 
conversation featuring former United States Attorney General Michael Mukasey and Israeli 
General Bentzi Gruber. Their discussion will focus on international efforts to fight terrorism and the 
ongoing collaboration between the US and Israel.

Br. General Bentzi Gruber is Vice Commander (reserves) of Division 252, an armored division of 
20,000 soldiers. As an entrepreneur, he has established Internet startups, been a real-estate 
developer and initiated biotech research. He is founder of “Chesed In The Field,” a non-profit that 
brings together IDF reservists and chronically ill and disabled children for special events throughout 
the year instilling the values of community and social responsibility in the hearts of thousands of 
soldiers. Br. General Gruber also established “Ethics in the Field” to shatter myths and present the 
facts missing in today’s discussion of Israeli counter terrorism.

JUDGE MICHAEL MUKASEY

Michael Mukasey served as the 81st Attorney General of The United States. President Reagan 
nominated Michael B. Mukasey to the bench of the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York and he was confirmed in that position in November 1987. Mr. Mukasey became 
the chief judge of the court in 2000 and served in that capacity until his retirement from the bench 
in 2006. During that time, Judge Mukasey presided over hundreds of cases, including the trial of 
Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman and 11 co-defendants charged with conspiring to blow up numerous sites 
in New York. Following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, he was widely praised for the 
speed with which the federal courthouse, located just blocks from the site of the World Trade 
Center, returned to normal operation.

GENERAL BENTZI GRUBER

This event is made possible by a partnership with Jewish National Fund.
Founded in 1901, JNF has evolved into a global environmental leader by planting more than 250 million trees, building over 240 reservoirs and 
dams, developing over 250,000 acres of land, creating more than 2,000 parks, providing the infrastructure for over 1,000 communities, and 
connecting thousands of children and young adults to Israel and their heritage.
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TH E  TAY LO R  FO R C E  AC T
Defunding Terrorists: The Middle East and Beyond

A Conversation Featuring: 

Wednesday, November 15th 2017 at 8:00PM

As we mark the 100th anniversary of the Balfour 

Declaration and a century of Israel impacting the world, join 

Nitsana Darshan-Leitner in conversation with Ben Brafman 

for the launch of her new book Harpoon, the story of 

legendary Mossad director Meir Dagan and the top-secret 

task force he created to wage a cloak and dagger campaign 

targeting the finances that funded attacks against Israel. 

Learn about this Israeli Initiative and how it has since been 

adopted by all Western nations.

Hear the story of Stuart Force, the father of US Army 

Officer Taylor Force, who was stabbed and killed by a 

Palestinian Terrorist during a trip to Israel in March 2016 

and his efforts which led to the US Senate Taylor Force Act 

aimed at cutting funding for the Palestinian Authority if it 

continues monetarily rewarding acts of terrorism.

BEN BRAFMAN, 
ATTORNEY AND ISRAEL ADVOCATE

NITSANA DARSHAN-LEITNER,
 FOUNDER SHURAT HADIN LAW CENTER

STUART FORCE,
 FATHER OF US OFFICER TAYLOR FORCE
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Chanukah Community Dinner and Conversation with Rabbi Schacter
Mincha at 4:15PM

Community Dinner at 5:30PM

Reflections on Chanukkah and Our Center: A Tribute to 
Rabbi Isaac Bernstein z"l     Seudah Shlishit at 4:30PM

The Jewish Center and Modern Orthodoxy In America:
Past, Present and A Vision For The Future
Shabbat Morning Public Lecture at 11:00AM

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter
Shabbat, December 8th - 9th 2017

RABBI DR. JACOB J. SCHACTER

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter is University Professor of Jewish History and Jewish Thought 

and Senior Scholar at the Center for the Jewish Future at Yeshiva University. He also 

presently serves as a member of the faculty of The Wexner Foundation and The Wexner 

Heritage Foundation. From 1981-2000, he served as the Rabbi of The Jewish Center.

Rabbi Schacter holds a Ph.D. in Near Eastern Languages from Harvard University and 

received rabbinic ordination from Mesivta Torah Vodaath. He graduated from Brooklyn 

College in 1973, and was a Teaching Fellow at Harvard from 1978-1980. From 2000-2005 

he served as Dean of the Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik Institute in Boston.

Rabbi Schacter is co-author of the award winning A Modern Heretic and a Traditional Community: Mordecai M. Kaplan, 

Orthodoxy, and American Judaism published by Columbia University Press in 1996, and he is author of close to fifty articles 

and reviews in Hebrew and English. He is also the editor of Reverence, Righteousness and Rahamanut: Essays in Memory of 

Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung (1992), and co-editor of The Complete Service for the Period of Bereavement (1995). He is the founding 

editor of the Torah u-Madda Journal, a prestigious academic publication which has gained international acclaim.

SCH O L AR  I N  R E S I D EN CE



Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Shabbat, March 10th 2018

Our former William Fischman Rabbinic Intern Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik is the Senior 

Rabbi of Congregation Shearith Israel on the Upper West Side. After graduating

from Yeshiva College, Rabbi Soloveichik obtained his rabbinic ordination from the Rabbi 

Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva University.  He holds a PhD from 

Princeton in Religion and currently serves as the director of the Zahava and Moshael Straus 

Center for Torah and Western Thought at Yeshiva University.

Yom HaShoah Memorial Scholar-In-Residence: Dr. Moshe Avital    
Shabbat, April 13th - 14th 2018
At the age of fourteen, Moshe Avital along with his entire family, was deported from 

Czechoslovakia to Auschwitz. Imprisoned in six concentration camps, Avital miraculously 

survived and was liberated from Buchenwald in 1945. His remarkable journey led him from 

Europe to Palestine where he joined the Hagannah and fought in the War of Liberation from 

1947 to 1950. He also fought in the 1956 War with the Israel Defense Forces in the Sinai War.

In November 1950 he came to the United States and pursued his higher academic education at 

Yeshivah University, graduating with high honors, and earning a B.A and M.S. in Education, and 

a PhD in Hebrew Literature.

For 50 years he served in various educational positions in the United States. Dr. Avital speaks half a dozen languages and is a 

translator. He was the official Hebrew to English translator for the ABC Network for the proceedings of the then Egyptian President 

Anwar Sadat's historic visit to Israel, and the proceedings of the Knesset- Israeli Parliament- in November of 1997. To date he has 

published 15 books, twelve on the Holocaust.

Rabbanit Sally Meyer: Martha Sonnenchein Memorial Lecture 
Shabbat, May 4th - 5th 2018
Our former Resident Scholar Rabbanit Sally Mayer teaches Talmud and Halakhah at Midreshet 

Lindenbaum, where she also serves as a mentor to her students, and has worked as an editor for the new 

Koren translation of the Talmud. In the U.S. Sally was a member of the core faculty that helped to build 

Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls in Teaneck, NJ, where she chaired the Talmud Department 

and directed Israel guidance. She holdsa BA from Stern College and an MA in Medieval Jewish 

History from Yeshiva University. She lives in Neve Daniel with her husband and children.

S P R I N G  SCH O L ARS

RABBI MEIR SOLOVEICHIK

DR. MOSHE AVITAL

RABBANIT SALLY MEYER
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P R O G R AM S  AN D  E VENTS

The Jewish Center
Centennial Gala Dinner

Honoring Our Rabbis

Tuesday
June 5TH 2018

The Plaza
New York City

Gilda T. Chodosh, Chair
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1917:  HOW ONE YEAR CHANGED THE WORLD

The exhibition examines this consequential year through the eyes of American Jews, who experienced these events both as 

Americans and as part of an international diaspora community.

Wednesday, October 25th 2017      5:30 - 6:30PM Exhibit Tour      6:45 - 8:00PM Dinner

EXHIBIT AT THE AMERIC AN JEWISH HISTORIC AL SOCIET Y

ANNUAL SISTERHOOD BRUNCH
AT THE HOME OF BARBAR A ME SSER  Sunday, April 29th 2018

Throughout the past century our sisterhood has played a crucial role in maintaining the vibrancy of our 
Center. Social events, community activism, philanthropy and spirit have all been crucial to its mission. 
This year in particular, we not only celebrate the strong female role models our center has today but all 
those who came before us, without whom The Jewish Center would not be what it is for our generation. 

P R O G R AM S  AN D  E VENTS

1917: How One Year Changed the World  looks back 
100 years to explore how three key events of 1917 — America’s 
entry into World War I, the Bolshevik Revolution, and the issuing 
of the Balfour Declaration, in which Great Britain indicated 
support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine — brought about 
political, cultural, and social changes that dramatically reshaped 
the United States’ role in the world and provoked its most 
stringent immigration quotas to date.

Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz is the Irving Lehrman Research Associate Professor of 

American Jewish History, and Walter and Sarah Schlesinger Dean of Graduate and 

Undergraduate Studies at The Jewish Theological Seminary. Dr. Schwartz focuses 

her research, writing, and teaching on American Jewish life, history, and culture, as 

well as Jewish gender studies.  

This year’s presentation will focus on the evolving role of sisterhoods and women in 

the modern Orthodox community and volunteer work over the past 100 years with a 

focus on the Upper West Side and The Jewish Center community in particular. DR. SHULY RUBIN SCHWARTZ
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Once Every 100 Years....
The First Annual: Jewish Center Trivia Dinner
Saturday Night, January 13th 2018     7:00PM - 10:00PM
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100 Acts of Chesed Challenge
.The world will be built on kindness "עולם חסד יבנה"

Chesed is one of our Jewish Center hallmarks. We celebrate births, organize Bikkur Cholim visits, support those sitting shiva, 

welcome new families to the community, and lend a helping hand to those in need in our community, in Israel and beyond. Our 

Centennial is a special opportunity for our members to honor The Jewish Center’s treasured legacy of caring and kindness by 

pledging to do 100 acts of Chesed and inspiring others to participate.  

Acts of Chesed know no bounds. They can be as simple as inviting a new face to your Shabbat table. They can be done 

individually or in groups by anyone, regardless of age or circumstance.

As the year progresses, check the centennial website to track expressions of kindness performed by our members and the list 

of chesed opportunities to join as core volunteers.

For more information contact us at chesed@jewishcenter.org.    

#100MEALSHABBAT: Centennial Community Shabbat
Shabbat Zachor, February 23rd - 24th 2018
 
This year on Shabbat Zachor we strengthen our community one table at a time, with 100 Shabbat meals across our demographics. 

From youth and Young Leadership to families and seniors, there is a seat at the table for everyone. Get to know your community even 

better by participating in this one-of-a-kind initiative, building and strengthening relationships throughout our diverse membership. 

Sign up to host members you have not yet met, or register to be hosted by a family that is excited to meet you. The program will 

conclude with a gala pre-Purim oneg for all participants. Details and registration to follow in the coming months.

To volunteer for this exciting new initiative e-mail Rabbi Dovid Zirkind at dzirkind@jewishcenter.org

Join us for an evening filled with food, drinks, fun and TRIVIA as we host our first ever JEWISH CENTER TRIVIA 

DINNER. Geared to be a fun, casual evening for members and their friends of all ages. Teams of 10 will test wits against 

friends, foes and Rabbis. If you think you could win on JEOPARDY, this night is for you! 

Space is limited and tickets will sell out quickly so be sure to register early. 

Price = $35/PP ($45 non-members) — Sponsored Table of 10 = $300 (includes an extra bottle of wine for your table!)

P R O G R AM S  AN D  E VENTS
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Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more information contact Cantor Berson at 
cdberson@jewishcenter.org  |   Details and registration will be available soon.

SHABBAT OF SONG
Featuring CANTOR CHAIM DOVID BERSON

and the SHAAR HASHOMAYIM SYNAGOGUE CHOIR

February 9th - 10th 2018  
Shabbat Mevarchim Adar Parashat Mishpatim

    משנכנס אדר מרבין בשמחה
The Jewish Center welcomes the Shaar Hashomayim Synagogue Choir from Montreal, 

Canada and Cantor Gideon Zelermyer, conducted by Roi Azulay for a special Shabbat of 

Song weekend. While the choir sometimes sings compositions on its own, much of the time it 

provides a sophisticated a cappella harmonic accompaniment to the Cantor's vocal line. The 

choir will perform alongside our Cantor Chaim Dovid Berson throughout Shabbat, as well as 

at a Friday Night Dinner geared towards families and children, a community-wide Friday 

Night Oneg and an exciting musical Havdallah to close the weekend.

CANTOR GIDEON ZELERMYER CANTOR CHAIM DOVID BERSON



Annual Teen vs. Clergy Basketball Game
Saturday Night, December 2nd 2017

Youth Shabbat
Shabbat, March 3rd 2018

The Jewish Center Youth Department is one of the leading youth programs on the Upper 

West Side and remains a wonderful draw for young families in our community. With 

professionally-run Shabbat programs and a plethora of exciting and educational year-round 

events, The Jewish Center serves as the focal point for the entire family. Weekly youth 

groups for children in preschool through 6th grade include introductory Tefillah education, 

Parsha study, and interactive games with peers.  Parents can participate fully in services while 

children are engaged in innovative programming — from drop-off groups for tots to the Teen 

Minyan and Kiddush. Some of the highlights of our programs during the year include: 

Thanksgiving Day Firehouse Visit, Winter Friday Night Family Dinner, Teen v. Clergy 

Basketball Game, Weekly Parent-Child Learning and much more. For more information 

about our events, please contact our Youth Directors, Jennifer and Gaby Minsky 

jennandgaby@jewishcenter.org.

THE JEWISH CENTER 
YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
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Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more information contact 
Cantor Berson at cdberson@jewishcenter.org

More details will be available soon 

OUR CENTENNIAL
SEFER TORAH PROJECT

In honor of our Centennial, we have commissioned the writing of a 
new Sefer Torah. Our goal is for every member of our community 
to participate in this special Mitzvah. We invite you to get involved 
and we look forward to welcoming our new Centennial Sefer 
Torah before Shavuot.

Our sofer will be visiting with us a number of times throughout the year. This will allow each of 
our members the opportunity to see our Cenntenial Sefer Torah in the works and participate in 
its completion. 

Rabbi Pincus will deliver lectures for adults and children including a special trip for our Youth to his
Tiferes Stam headquarters in Brooklyn. 

Our Torah is meant to represent each of you. Participate in this unique mitzvah by purchasing 
and inscribing YOUR letter in our Torah. 

Celebarate: Upon our Torah’s completion we will welcome it to our Center with a grand 
Hachnasat Sefer Torah. Music, dancing, lectures and finishing touches all to be completed on 
that very day. Stay tuned for details of this very special event. 

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:
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SECURING OUR FUTURE

17

DEAR MEMBER,

It is a great honor for me to have the privilege of serving as the Chair of the Centennial Capital 

Campaign. As we all know, The Jewish Center is a very special and unique institution, and a 

place many of us consider to be a second home. 

We are now at a monumental and exhilarating time in our Synagogue’s history, as we have the opportunity to enable our 
community to leap boldly into its next 100 years.  It is no secret that sustaining a rigorous, stimulating, forward thinking and 
dynamic staff and programming schedule, while also maximizing and maintaining the enormous facility of our multi-floored 
building, comes with great expense.  The realities of today are different from the realities of old. We must dedicate energy and 
resources to keeping both our building and our congregation safe and secure.  We must create inspiring and welcoming spaces 
for our young children and teens to which they feel connected.  And we must create a vision for where we see our great Jewish 
Center growing in the next century.  Just like so many of you, Andrew, Kira and I take great pride in being a part of The Jewish 
Center Family.  Now is our opportunity to give back to a synagogue that has been there for us during our most celebratory 
moments as well as our darkest days.  Please consider partnering with us and making a lasting difference for this historic and 
hallowed institution.  Your actions today will create a legacy for your future.

With much respect,

Rachel Wolf



THE VISION  
A CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE AND LEARNING

Building upon the richness of our history, our significant contributions to the Upper West Side Jewish 
community and the strength of our leadership, The Jewish Center’s vision for its second century is quite 
exciting and dynamic. Your participation in our Centennial Campaign will allow us to continue to 
provide the high level of programming, educational excellence, and community support we are so well 
known for. But we are not content resting upon our past achievements. This is our opportunity to initiate 
new visions for what we hope the next century can bring. Below you will find our ideas for what we hope 
to accomplish with the funds raised by this campaign (laid out in four target categories).

 Renovate the 1st Floor Lobby and Security Room

 Renovate the 1st Floor Auditorium 

 Renovate the 6th, 7th and part of the 8th Floor

 Install Second Elevator

 Update HVAC throughout the Building Pay off the Mortgage

 Reinvent the Roof Space

 Purchase Apartment for Assistant Rabbi

 Create an Endowment Fund

CA M PA I G N  G OA L  # 1

 Renovate the 1st Floor Lobby and Security Room

 Renovate the 1st Floor Auditorium 

 Renovate the 6th, 7th and part of the 8th Floor

 Install Second Elevator

 Update HVAC throughout the Building Pay off the Mortgage

CA M PA I G N  G OA L  # 2

TA R G E T  CA M PAI G N  G OA L S

$20M
               $18M
$16M
               $14M
$12M
               $10M
$8M
               $6M
$4M
               $2M
$0

CAMPAIGN GOAL #1 CAMPAIGN GOAL #2 CAMPAIGN GOAL #3 CAMPAIGN GOAL #4

 Renovate the 1st Floor Lobby and Security Room

 Renovate the 1st Floor Auditorium 

 Renovate the 6th, 7th and part of the 8th Floor

 Install Second Elevator

CA M PA I G N  G OA L  #3

 Renovate the 1st Floor Lobby and Security Room

 Renovate the 1st Floor Auditorium 

 Renovate the 6th, 7th and part of the 8th Floor

CA M PA I G N  G OA L  #4
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   $1,000,000 LEVEL

Naming of the New 7th Floor Event Space

Installation of a 2nd Elevator

   $500,000 LEVEL

Naming of 1st Floor Lobby

Naming of the Gym

Naming of the New Youth Lounge on the 6th Floor

Naming of the Senior Rabbi Position

Naming of the Stained Glass Window in Main Sanctuary

   $250,000 LEVEL

Naming and Purchase of a New Sefer Torah

Naming of the Chazzan Position

Naming of the Sukkah

   $180,000 LEVEL

Naming of the Ner Tamid in the Sanctuary

Naming of the Security Room on the 1st Floor

Naming of the Oral History Video project

Naming of the Centennial “100 Acts of Chesed” Project

Naming of the 8th Floor

   $100,000 LEVEL

Naming of the Assistant Rabbi Position

Naming of the Roof Event Space

Naming of Jacob’s Ladder (Main Staircase)

Naming of the Hat Room

Naming of Centennial Donor Recognition Wall

Naming of the Kol Na’arim Tallit

Naming of the Senior Rabbi’s Office

   $50,000 LEVEL

Naming of the Centennial Scholarly Journal

Naming of the 1st Floor Classroom

Dedication of the Front Door Mezzuzah

Naming of the 4th Floor Aron Kodesh

Naming of the Assistant Rabbi’s Office

   $36,000 LEVEL

Naming of the High Holiday Parochet in the Sanctuary

CSS Guard Post

4th Floor Shulchan Cover

Hashkama Kiddush Room

GIVING AND NAMING
OPPORTUNITIES
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THE JEWISH CENTER 
CENTENNIAL GALA DINNER

HONORING OUR RABBIS

GILDA T.  CHODOSH    CHAIR

TUESDAY, JUNE 5 TH 2018
THE PLA ZA

NEW YORK CIT Y
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