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Dear JC Members and Friends,  

I recently reread my message in last year’s newsletter, which I wrote in a pre-Covid 
environment.  And, as I reflected on this past year, I was struck by how much both has 
changed and, surprisingly, stayed the same.   
On the one hand, the pandemic has upended our communal lives.  Most strikingly to me, our 
Sanctuary is no longer filled to capacity for davening (neither with people nor with song).  
We also do not have the opportunity to socialize together at kiddush, to catch up and just 
kibbitz.  For me, it is always special when I see our community - our Jewish Center family – 
come together.  I miss seeing that and I miss interacting with each of you.   

On the other hand, even during these challenging times, we continue to offer the highest quality programs, 
including tefillah, serious Torah study, social events and chesed opportunities.  As can be seen from the following 
list, we have adapted and we continue to provide excellent offerings: 
Tefillah 

• Daily and Shabbat in-person minyanim provided in a manner to protect the health of our participants, 
including an outside rooftop minyan on Shabbat  

 

• Online tefillah, including weekly Kabbalat Shabbat and Havdalah services led by Chazzan Jon Green; 
Hallel on Rosh Chodesh and Chanukah; Yizkor before Yom Kippur and Shemini Atzeret 

 

• Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur minyanim that served some four hundred people, including one hundred 
and fifty people outside on West 87th Street 

 

• Music classes led by Chazzan Jon Green and Rabbi Buechler on the songs and melodies of Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot/Simchat Torah, Chanukah and Purim 

 

• Upcoming Megillat Esther reading on Purim at multiple times and locations, including our annual women’s 
reading  

A special thanks to those people who have regularly attended our daily minyanim over the past several 
months, allowing us to ensure that this critical function of The Jewish Center has been maintained. 

Torah Study and Other Speakers 

• Thoughtful and thought-provoking daily messages from Rabbi Levine (both through Five Minute Zoom 
Divrei Torah and via emails) 

 

• JC clergy team-taught Tanach classes on the Nevi’im, covering Yehoshua, Shoftim, Shmuel, Melachim, 
Yeshayahu, Yirmiyahu and Yechezchal (upcoming) 

 

• Weekly classes including: Rabbi Levine’s class on Biblical commentaries; Ora Weinbach’s women’s 
Talmud Class (which recently completed the third perek of Ta’anit); and Rabbi Buechler’s class on the Siddur 

 

• Our Year Of Very Active Listening (YOVAL) program, exploring issues of race in our community and 
country, including discussions with the former police chief of New Haven, a leader of the National Urban 
League and educators at local Jewish day schools.  A special thanks to Virginia Bayer Hirt and Ora 
Weinbach for co-chairing this program.  

 

• A discussion of the homelessness crisis in New York City  
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• A community event with Local Police Chiefs  
 

• A discussion about the Jewish Communal Fund, including presentations by Amanda Nussbaum and Steve 
Graber 

Virtual Social Programming 

• Tu B’Shvat seder led by Dr. Adena Berkowitz and Rabbi Buechler  
 

• Youth department activities including: a Netflix party, a magic show, hamentashen bake, mishloach 
manot packaging, and tour of Shoshana Comet’s tapestries led by Ted Comet   

 

• Trivia Night hosted by Len Berman 
 

• Cooking brunch with Adeena Sussman 
 

• Wine tasting and whiskey and chocolate tasting events coordinated by Grant Silverstein and Dina 
Burcat  

 

• A Business Networking Committee event to assist people looking for jobs during the current economic 
downturn arranged by Elana Kaminetzky and Grant Silverstein 

Special Thanks  

I want to thank the members of our Covid-19 Task Force, led by Jessica Gross and Chani Segall.  This group of 
incredible volunteers – in the finest spirit of gemilut chasadim – is helping people navigate the system and 
schedule appointments to get vaccinated.  To date, they have assisted well over two hundred people in getting 
vaccinated.  In addition, the JC website is regularly updated with information about available vaccinations.  
Finally, we have set up a tip hotline where people can provide information about available appointments or 
other resources that may be valuable to members of our community.  

I also want to thank the members of our Covid Advisory Committee, which regularly meets to discuss how to 
safely open up The Jewish Center for davening and other programming.  I especially want to thank Dr. 
Barbara Paris, Dr. Zev Williams and Lori Zeltser for their invaluable guidance and advice throughout this year. 

Your Support 

As you can see, and notwithstanding the pandemic, it has been a very busy time at The Jewish Center, where 
we endeavor to create myriad programs for people of all ages and with different interests.  All of this takes 
significant resources,  time and effort and, of course, financial resources.  This is especially true during this 
pandemic as much of our rental income, which comprises about one-third of our annual budget, has been put 
into jeopardy.  While we have taken measures to reduce our expenses and we received a government loan last 
year, the support of our members is as critical as ever.  So, please continue to support our Center in whatever 
way that you can.  And, to those who already give to their full capacity – including the members of our One 
Gift program - we are grateful for your support as it allows us to do everything we do, to be here to celebrate 
with you and your families during your smachot and to support you during difficult times. 
 
I look forward to a speedy end to this pandemic and a time when we can return to davening, learning and 
socializing together at The Jewish Center.  In the meantime, stay safe and get vaccinated when you can.   
 
Sincerely, 

Andrew Borodach, President 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 



4 

    Halle l  a t  t he  SederHallel  a t  t he  SederHallel  a t  t he  SederHallel  a t  t he  Seder     

R abb i  E l i e  BuechlerR abb i  E l i e  BuechlerR abb i  E l i e  BuechlerR abb i  E l i e  Buechler     

Hallel on the Seder night is unlike any other Hallel we recite throughout the 
rest of the year. First, we take a significant break in the middle of Hallel to 
eat our meal; this would ordinarily be considered a hefsek, a break, and 
invalidate our recitation of Hallel. Second, we do not recite the formal 
blessing over it, Likro et ha-Hallel, to recite the Hallel, which Ashekanzim do 
every time Hallel is said.  

 
R. Asher of Lunel (d.1209, Provence) in his Sefer ha-Minhagot addressed the absence of a 
formal blessing over Hallel by explaining that Hallel on Seder night is fundamentally 
different from Hallel throughout the year. For while we recite the blessing Likro et ha-Hallel 
during the year, the Hallel of Seder night is not one of recitation or reading at all, rather it 
is truly one of haggadah, retelling or re-experiencing a moment in our history. Unlike the 
Hallel we recite during davening, the Hallel at the Seder is a living and breathing Hallel; 
the text is just the beginning of our praise of God, while the rest of Maggid and our meal 
filled with conversation and Torah, is the true Hallel of the night.  
 
Just as one cannot fulfill one's obligation to recount the exodus from Egypt by merely 
reading the verses in the Torah about our salvation, so too with Hallel. One is obligated to 
use the text as a springboard for further analysis and deeper discussions around the 
table. For this reason, we do not recite a bracha of Likro et ha-Hallel; this Hallel stands 
alone as a unique experience where the formal bracha would potentially limit our 
experience of conversing about our freedom on the Seder night. This is precisely why we 
split the Hallel in two, because the centerpiece of our Hallel is our festive meal.   
 
We take a break from the text of Hallel at the end of psalm 114 (be-Tzeit Yisrael) and 
pick up again after the meal with psalm 115 (Lo Lanu). This division informs us of what this 
night is all about. Commenting on this division, Rabbi Eleazar of Worms, the thirteenth 
century pietist knows as the Rokeach, suggests that the first half of Hallel refers to our 
praise of Hashem for our exodus from Egypt (be-Tzeit Yisrael), while the second half 
focuses on our future redemption. Psalm 115 commences with a description of the 
challenges of living in exile, and then switches midway to praising Hashem for future 
redemptions with Hashem Zicharanu Yivarech.  
 
This division summarizes one of the goals of the Seder, which is that our Seder is not fully 
realized until we pivot from our past redemptions to our future ones. This is the same 
reason we end Shacharit with the blessing of Ga’al Yisrael, the God who redeemed us [from 
Egypt] and then use the Amidah to ask God to redeem us now and in the future. Our 
freedom from Egypt led us to the Torah and our formation as a free nation, and we 
request on this very night that we once again experience a redemption that will bring 
each and everyone of us back to the Land of Israel. 
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The Seder in Bnei Brak Unpacked:  
The Transformative & Tumultuous First and Second Centuries 
Monday, March 15th at 8:00 PM 
Join Rabbi Elie Buechler as we explore two transformative centuries of Jewish history through the lense 
of this famed Seder. With the Haggadah as our guide, we will learn about the ideas, politics and 
personalities that were pivotal to the development of rabbinic Judaism in a world without the Temple. 
 
Jewish Center Annual Pre-Pesach Clergy Pearls for the Seder  
Monday, March 22nd at 7:30PM 
Join Rabbi Levine, Rabbi Buechler, Ora Weinbach and Rabbi Rabinovitch for inspiring insights into the 
Seder with music by Chazzan Jon Green. Details and registration to follow.  
 
Ma’ot Chittim 
Help us help others enjoy and find meaning in the Passover holiday.   
Help our needy Jewish brothers and sisters observe Passover with dignity, in their homes by fulfilling 
the mission of Ma’ot Chittim, “money for wheat” by sending in a generous donation. 
Make your check payable to the Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung Memorial Fund and mail it to The Jewish Center 
office.  

PrePrePrePre ---- P esach  M in iPesach  M in iPesach  M in iPesach  M in i ---- m es t er  on  Zoommester  on  Zoommester  on  Zoommester  on  Zoom     

Shabbat Hagadol Drasha  
Rabbi Yosie Levine 
The Night Watch  

Thursday, March 18th at 8:00PM on Zoom 
Sponsored by  

Vivian & Bernard Falk and Family 

Order Pesach in a Box  
Visit jewishcenter.org to place your order. 
 
Erev-Pesach Meals and Seder 
Last year, many of our Seder plans were quickly and dramatically altered. With many people 
uncertain as to their Seder plans for this year, we hope to be able to provide a safe place to have a 
Seder this year at The Jewish Center. 
Please visit jewishcenter.org to complete a short survey so that we can gauge your interest in attending 
a Seder or Erev Pesach meals on Shabbat at The Jewish Center. 
No commitments are required at this time. We will closely monitor Covid rates in our area as Pesach 
approaches and act accordingly. 
Meals at The Jewish Center will follow all safety guidelines and protocols to provide a safe 
environment for all. 

A special thank you to our Covid-19 Task Force. 
 Check out our COVID-19 Vaccine Resource Page on the Jewish Center website.   

Please email batsheva@jewishcenter.org if you need assistance.   
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Spr ing  a t  a  G lanceSpr ing  a t  a  G lanceSpr ing  a t  a  G lanceSpr ing  a t  a  G lance     

UPCOMING EVENTS 
YoVAL Youth with Dr. Nava Silton  

March 1st at 4:45PM 
 

Blood Drive  
March 7th from 10:00AM-4:00PM 

 
YoVAL Youth with Dr. Nava Silton  

March 8th at 4:45PM 
 

YoVAL - Personal Narratives  
with Friends of the Children NY 

March 11th at 7:30PM 
 

Musical Hallel  
with music by Chazzan Jon Green  

March 14th at 9:00AM 
 

Cooking with Bryan Gyrka Executive Chef & 
General Manager Milt's BBQ for the Perplexed 

Benefiting Masbia  
March 14th at 12:00PM 

 
YoVAL Youth  

with Dr. Nava Silton and Christine Gregory  
March 15th at 7:00PM and at 8:00PM 

 
Shabbat haGadol Drasha  
by Rabbi Yosie Levine  
March 18th at 8:00PM 

 
Seder Pearls with our Clergy 

March 22nd at 7:30PM 
 

Siyum on Masechet Pesachim (Taanit Bechorot) 
March 25th at 8:00AM 

 
Yizkor on Zoom  

April 1st at 8:00PM 
 

Musical Hallel with music by Chazzan Jon Green 
April 12th at 8:00AM 

 
YoVAL featuring Dr. Elana Stein Hain  

April 22ND 

 
 

JCU CLASSES 
DAILY 

Daf Yomi 
Sunday - Friday at 7:45AM 

 
Daily Five Minutes with Rabbi Levine 

Monday- Friday at 8:30AM 
 

  MONDAY  
Women’s Tehillim at 7:00PM 

  
Sefer Yechezkel 

Beginning April 11th at 8:00PM 
   
TUESDAY 

Advanced Talmud  
with Rabbinic Intern, Rabbi Yoni Rabinovitch  

at 8:30AM 
  

Nosh & Drash 
with Dr. Adena Berkowitz at 10:45AM 

  
     WEDNESDAY  
Women of the Bible 

with Rabbi Yosie Levine at 11:00AM 
  

Women's Talmud with Community Educator, 
Ora Weinbach at 8:00PM 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Please visit jewishcenter.org 
for Zoom links, details and 
registration on all upcoming 

events. 
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  לזכר נשמות הרב שמואל צבי בן יוסף הלוי והרב יעקב בן אלכסנדר
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Judaism demands that we listen: “Shema Yisrael.” This tenet of our 
faith motivates us to hear the cries of the widow and the orphan, the 
oppressed and the poor. Our Year of Very Active Listening is meant 
to awaken us to the cries of those in our midst. “Seek the welfare of 
the city….as in its welfare there will be peace for you” (Jeremiah 
29:7). 
 
At YoVAL’s inception, Rabbi Levine laid out a halachic rationale for 
why we, as members of The Jewish Center, must care and work to 

improve the lives of others in our community and neighborhood. We later learned about the 
history of racism and slavery in America, as well as addressed current concerns, such as 
relations with the police, antisemitism in communities of color. YoVAL Youth has tackled how we 
are educating our children to be attuned and sensitive to challenges of people who are 
different from them. In upcoming programs, we will hear the personal experiences of people of 
color from New York City, and how these issues affect them directly in their daily lives. We will 
also wrestle with Jewish texts in a Beit Midrash and learn from a Modern Orthodox Jew of 
color. 
  
YoVAL was imagined and built by a strong Planning Committee composed of dedicated Jewish 
Center members. Additionally, the YoVAL Host Committee has been key to bringing the events 
to our members’ attention. 

YoVAL  YoVAL  YoVAL  YoVAL  ––––     Our  Year  of  Very  Act i v e  L i s t en ingOur  Year  of  Very  Act i v e  L i s t en ingOur  Year  of  Very  Act i v e  L i s t en ingOur  Year  of  Very  Act i v e  L i s t en ing     

YoVAL Planning Committee    
Rabbi Dr. Yosie Levine 
Virginia Bayer Hirt, Co-Chair 
Ora Weinbach, Community 
Educator, Co-Chair 
Len Berman 
Margy-Ruth Davis 
Seffi Kogen 
Marnie Black 
Amanda Dryer 
Genna Singer 
Adina Wagman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YoVAL Host Committee 
Elana Kaminetzky, co-chair 
Caleb Koffler, co-chair 
Jacob Buksbaum 
Jacob Chefitz 
Arthur Degen 
Sam Goldman 
Aliza Herzberg  
Rachel Lurie 
Shira Orenstein 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YoVAL Youth Host Committee 
Lori Zeltser and Len Berman 
Marnie and Scott Black 
Elana Kaminetzky and Brian 
Cohen 
Alessandra Rovati and Lloyd 
Harmetz 
Rebecca and Dovid Herman 
Bosi and Yaron Kinar 
Jeannie Rosenfeld and Scott 
Fisher 
 
YoVAL Teen Ambassadors 
Lizzie Fisher 
Sophie Fisher 
Noa Kalfus 
Hailey Tokayer 
Sarah Wagman 

Visit jewishcenter.org/yoval.html# to listen 
to past events and for registration on all  

upcoming events.  
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The youth department is looking forward to many upcoming programs and exciting 
events. Although this past year has brought many challenges, The JC Youth 
Department has tried to rise to the challenge by providing diverse and creative 
programming, emphasizing our dedication to learning, chesed, and engaging our 
community members. Looking ahead, we will be having upcoming virtual storytime 
with group leaders, virtual cooking classes including making your own pizza night, 
teen shiurim, and many other programs.  As the weather warms up, we look 
forward to having more in-person events including Shabbat morning groups.  
 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of our volunteers for all their 
hard work and commitment to The JC. If you’re interested in volunteering, please 
contact sarah@jewishcenter.org. 

A  Message  from  our  Youth  D irectorA  Message  from  our  Youth  D irectorA  Message  from  our  Youth  D irectorA  Message  from  our  Youth  D irector     

Sar ah  Golds te in  Sar ah  Golds te in  Sar ah  Golds te in  Sar ah  Golds te in      
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Special Practices when Erev Pesach 
falls on Shabbat 

Rabbi Elie Buechler 
 

The last time Erev Pesach was on Shabbat was in 
2008, so we hope this will serve as a reminder about 
some of its unique practices.  The usual time for 
bedikat chametz (searching for chametz) is the night 
before the Seder night. This year, as Erev Pesach is on 
Shabbat, bedikat chametz will take place on 
Thursday night, March 25th after tzeit hakochavim 
(nightfall), which is at 7:54 P.M. We recite the Bracha 
and Kol Chamira as usual.   

Normally, Chametz is burned on Erev Pesach before 
mid-morning. This year, as Erev Pesach falls on 
Shabbat, we cannot burn our Chametz on Erev 
Pesach. The practice is to burn our Chametz the day 
before Erev Pesach, Friday, at the usual time, which 
will before 11:59AM. But we do not recite Kol 
Chamira at the burning as we are permitted to 
continue eating Chametz until Shabbat morning at 
10:56AM.  

Before Shabbat begins, our homes must be prepared 
for Pesach as we cannot prepare for Pesach on 
Shabbat itself. That essentially means we will be 
eating Kosher for Passover food for all of our 
Shabbat meals. The major issue that emerges is that 
we must have bread with our meals, yet we are not 
permitted to eat Matzah on Erev Pesach, and many 
have the practice of refraining from eating it the 
entire month of Nisan, which precludes eating it 
Friday night as well. The general practice is to also 
refrain from consuming egg Matzah.  

Therefore, the practice is to eat Challah with both our 
Friday night and Shabbat morning meals. The best 
way to do this is to be sure that your Challah does not 
come into any contact with any of your Pesach dishes 
or with the rest of your already cleaned home!  

Two suggestions as to how to work this out: 1) Eat 
your entire meal on plasticware, and ensure that none 
of the food that comes onto the table will be eaten 
after 10:56AM on Shabbat day. 2) Or alternatively, 
eat a Challah course on a plastic cover, then dispose 
of the plastic tablecloth and all of the Challah, and 
then eat the rest of your meal with Pesach dishes.   

Shabbat Lunch comes with a different set of 

challenges! As it is Erev Pesach, we can only eat 
Chametz until 10:56AM. Therefore, services will start 
earlier at 8:30AM to allow everyone to eat their 
meal with Challah and consume their Chametz before 
that time. We can continue to eat the rest of our meal 
after that time, but must be sure that no Chametz is 
consumed after that time. If one’s meal continues after 
10:56AM, one should be sure to follow the second 
option above to ensure that no Chametz comes into 
contact with food you may eat after that time. 

Before 11:59AM all Chametz must be removed from 
your home and disposed of in your building’s 
garbage. At that time, one should recite the Kol 
Chamira passage. One cannot burn their Chametz on 
Shabbat.  

On the afternoon of Erev Pesach, we generally do not 
eat a meal so that we begin our Pesach Seder with a 
hearty appetite. Yet, on Shabbat we must eat Seudah 
Shlishit. As we can no longer eat Chametz, nor can we 
have Matzah, we may only consume foods such as 
fish, chicken or meat, dairy foods, or fruit and 
vegetables. One can also consume Matzah products 
that have been cooked, but one cannot eat baked 
Matzah products after the tenth halachic hour of the 
day, 5:15PM.  

The next time Erev Pesach will be on a Shabbat is 
2025, and after that, not until 2045! Chag Kasher 
v’Sameach! 

 

Pesach in Ten Easy Steps! 5781 

Rabbi Elie Buechler 
 

Preparing for Pesach can be overwhelming and 
anxiety-ridden. Use this handy guide to help ease 
any angst. 

 

STEP #1: Preparing Your Pesach Kitchen 

The laws of kashering kitchens and utensils are 
complex. Please see a brief overview of these laws 
below. 

Appliances: 

Gas Cooktop: On a gas range, the metal grates upon 
which the pots on the range sit may be kashered by 

(Continued on page 12) 

Pesach  i n  Ten  Easy  Steps  5781  
By  Rabb i  El i e  Buechler  
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turning the flame on high for 15 minutes. In order to 
spread the flame over the entire grate, it is advisable 
to cover the grates with a blech, a piece of heavy-
duty aluminum foil, or a pot full of water during the 
kashering. The rest of the range (the area between the 
burners) should be cleaned and covered with a double 
layer of heavy-duty aluminum foil. The burners 
themselves do not need kashering or covering, just 
cleaning. The drip pans should be thoroughly cleaned 
and need not be kashered.  

Electric cooktop: One need only turn the burners to the 
high-heat setting for a few minutes in order to kasher 
them, since the burners come to a glow in a few 
minutes. The remaining cooktop areas should be 
covered. 

Glass Covered Tops: Please speak with Rabbi Levine. 

Conventional oven: Whether gas or electric, the oven 
must be completely cleaned before kashering. Oven 
cleaner may be necessary to remove baked-on 
grease. Once the oven and racks have been cleaned, 
they may be kashered by “Libbun Kal,” i.e., turning 
the oven to the broil setting for forty minutes. In a gas 
oven, the broil setting will allow the flame to burn 
continuously. In a conventional electric oven, the highest 
setting (broil or 550oF) kashers the oven. 

“Continuous-cleaning” oven: One cannot assume that 
the oven is clean simply because the manufacturer 
claims it to be continuously clean. A visual inspection is 
required. The oven should then be kashered by turning 
it to the broil setting for forty minutes. 

Self-cleaning oven: The self-cleaning cycle cleans and 
kashers the oven simultaneously. This is true for 
convection ovens with a self-cleaning feature as well. 
The oven need not be carefully cleaned beforehand, 
because everything inside the oven is reduced to ash. 
The oven door and rubber around the door should, 
however, be completely clean before the self-clean 
cycle. 

Broiler: The broiler pan and grill cannot be kashered 
by just turning on the gas or electricity. Since food is 
cooked directly on the pan or grill, they must be 
heated to a glow (“Libbun Gamur”) in order to be 
used on Pesach. An alternate method is to replace the 
pan with a new pan and kasher the empty broiler 
cavity by cleaning and setting it to broil for forty 
minutes. If one does not intend to use the broiler on 
Pesach, one may still use the oven, even without 
kashering the broiler, provided that the broiler has 
been thoroughly cleaned or covered with heavy-duty 

tin foil. Similarly, other cooktop inserts, such as a 
griddle or a barbecue broiler, would require heating 
the surface to a red glow before usage (“Libbun 
Gamur”). 

Microwave Ovens: Microwaves whose inside is made 
of metal may be kashered by first cleaning them out 
thoroughly, then placing a container filled with water 
in the oven and boiling it until the oven fills with steam. 
Microwave ovens whose inside is made of plastic 
present a kashering problem. Fortunately, many do 
not heat up the oven walls enough to cause a real 
kashrut concern. Clean the microwave well, then boil a 
cup of water on the highest setting for 10 minutes. 
Quickly insert your hand and touch the oven ceiling: if 
it is too hot to touch, the microwave should not be used 
for Pesach. If it is relatively cool (or even warm), the 
oven may be used and has just been kashered. The 
glass plate (if you have one) should be covered with 
saran wrap or not used.  

Sinks are generally made from china, corian, 
porcelain, stainless steel, or granite. China sinks cannot 
be kashered at all. Porcelain or corian sinks are 
treated like china sinks, since there is a controversy 
whether these materials can be kashered. These sinks 
should be cleaned, not used for twenty-four hours, and 
completely lined with contact paper or foil. The dishes 
that are to be washed should not be placed directly 
into the sink. They must be washed in a Pesach dish 
pan that is placed on a Pesach rack. Alternatively, a 
sink insert can be purchased, allowing for the 
placement of either milk or meat dishes directly into 
the sink. Stainless steel sinks can be kashered by the 
following method: clean the sink thoroughly. Hot water 
should not be used or poured in the sink for twenty-
four hours prior to kashering. It is recommended that 
the hot shut-off valve under the sink be turned off 
twenty-four hours before kashering. Kashering is 
accomplished by pouring boiling water from a Pesach 
kettle/pot over every part of the stainless steel sink. 
The poured water must touch every part of the sink, 
including the drain and the spout of the water faucet. 
It is likely that the kashering kettle will need to be 
refilled a few times before the kashering can be 
completed. Granite sinks can be kashered like stainless 
steel.  

Countertops made of granite may also be kashered. 
Formica countertops should be cleaned and covered 
with a waterproof material. The same goes for tables 
with synthetic tops. Wood tables can theoretically be 
kashered with boiling water, but the custom is to clean 
and cover them. 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

Continued on page 13 
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Refrigerators should be washed (shelves, walls and 
compartments). 

Utensils: 

It is preferred to have utensils reserved for Pesach use. 

If one is unable to use special utensils for Pesach, many 
utensils used throughout the year may be kashered for 
Pesach. These include metal utensils which are not 
difficult to clean (a sieve, for example, or a utensil 
which has parts that are glued together, would not be 
kasherable) and glass utensils that were used strictly 
for cold food.  

According to Ashkenazic custom, glassware used for 
cooking, as well as earthenware, pottery, porcelain, 
pyrex, and chinaware may not be kashered. Arcolac, 
Duralex & Corelle should be treated as glass for 
kashering purposes. Plastic utensils are not kashered. 
Glass utensils which came into contact with only cold 
chametz should be cleaned with a cleaning solution 
and then immersed in water for three days, changing 
the water every 24 hours. 

Kashering may be done either at home or at The 
Jewish Center. 

There are two different procedures for kashering:  

Metal utensils which came into contact with heated 
chametz in a medium of water (i.e., utensils in which 
chametz was cooked; pots are a good example) may 
be kashered via the procedure known as hag’alah, 
which involves immersion in boiling water, as explained 
below. 

Metal utensils which came into direct contact with 
heated chametz without the medium of water (e.g., a 
broiler) may be kashered by heating them until they 
are literally “red-hot,” or by placing them in a self-
cleaning oven during the self-clean cycle. 

The procedure for hag’alah is as follows:  

Metal utensils that have been used for cooking, serving 
or eating hot chometz may be kashered by cleaning 
them thoroughly, waiting twenty-four hours, and then 
immersing them one by one in a large pot (which has 
not been used for chametz within the last 24 hours) full 
of water which maintains a rolling boil when the vessel 
is immersed. Note that we do not kasher pans coated 
with Teflon. 

The utensils undergoing kashering may not touch each 
other on the way in to the pot. In other words, if a set 
of flatware is being kashered, one cannot take all the 
knives, forks and spoons and put them in the boiling 
water together. They should be placed into the boiling 

water one by one. The process is finalized by rinsing 
the kashered items in cold water. If tongs are used to 
grip the utensil, the utensil will have to be immersed a 
second time with the tong in a different position so that 
the boiling water will touch the initially gripped area. 
The entire utensil does not have to be kashered at 
once; it may be done in parts. 

Please watch out for utensils that are rusty or difficult 
to clean properly. Silverware made of two parts (a 
handle and a blade, for instance) should most often not 
be kashered. 

A non-Kosher-for-Pesach pot may also be used for the 
purpose of kashering, provided that it is thoroughly 
clean and has not been used for twenty-four (24) 
hours. However, the custom is to make the pot Kosher-
for-Pesach before using it for kashering. This can be 
accomplished by cleaning the pot, leaving it dormant 
for twenty-four (24) hours, filling the pot completely 
with water, waiting until the water comes to a rolling 
boil, and putting in a hot stone or brick which has been 
heated on another burner. The hot rock will cause the 
water to bubble more furiously and run over the top 
ridge of the pot on all sides at one time. The pot is now 
kashered. 

 

STEP #2: Cleaning for Pesach 

Although the official search for chametz is performed 
on Thursday, March 25th, 2021 this year (see Step #4 
below), we all begin cleaning well before then. 

Where to clean: Cleaning should extend to every 
place into which chametz is brought (including all rooms 
into which chametz is brought even periodically), 
pockets in clothing, book bags and briefcases, 
pocketbooks, tallit bags, under and behind furniture, 
and under and between furniture cushions. Heavy 
appliances which are not moved during the year, such 
as stoves and refrigerators, need not be moved in 
order to clean away chametz under them. Special care 
should be taken if little children live on the premises, 
since they tend to bring food everywhere. Any 
chametz one owns which is located at one’s workplace 
or in one’s car must be either destroyed or sold.  

Note that the goal is to clean away pieces of chametz 
of significant size (larger than an olive’s worth); while 
any chametz you find should be destroyed, there is no 
need to search for crumbs. 

Non-“Pesachdik” dishes: Dishes and utensils should be 
cleaned and stored away in such a manner that they 
cannot be accidentally used during Pesach. It is good 
to tape or tie shut cabinets that 
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contain things you cannot use.  

 

STEP #3: Maot Chittim 

One of the most important ways to prepare for Pesach 
is through the obligation of giving "Maot Chittim," or 
funds to allow those less fortunate to prepare for the 
holiday with dignity. This obligation can be fulfilled 
through checks made out to the Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung 
Fund. 

 

STEP #4: Fast of the First-Born 

Normally on Erev Pesach, first born males fast to 
commemorate their having been saved from the last 
and most terrible of the ten plagues of Egypt. This 
year, as Erev Pesach is on Shabbat, the Fast of the 
First-Born is observed on the Thursday before Pesach, 
March 25th. 

Halakhah provides, however, that if a bekhor attends 
a celebration such as a siyyum (a meal following the 
completion of a Talmudic tractate), he is exempted 
from this fast. As such, a siyyum will take place at The 
Jewish Center on March 25th, 2021 following the 
7:30AM Shacharit at approximately 8:00 A.M, as well 
as on Zoom. Zoom link will be sent out in advance.  

 

STEP #5: The Search for Chametz 

Time: The usual time for bedikat chametz (searching 
for chametz) is the night before the Seder night. This 
year, as Erev Pesach is on Shabbat, bedikat chametz 
will take place on Thursday night, March 25th after 
tzeit hakochavim (nightfall), which is at 7:54 P.M.  We 
recite the Bracha and Kol Chamira as usual.   

Ground rules: When the time for the bedikah arrives, 
one should begin immediately, deferring eating and 
other activities until after the search. The search itself is 
begun with the berakhah (p. 654 in the Artscroll 
siddur), recited by an adult on behalf of all of those 
participating in the search. Although the blessing 
mentions destroying the chametz rather than searching 
for it, it is appropriate at this point because searching 
for the chametz is the first step in its destruction. Those 
who will be leaving the area before Thursday night 
and returning at some point on Pesach should conduct 
the search on their last evening home, but without the 
berakhah. One who will not be home at all for Pesach 
and is selling all of his or her chametz should speak to 
Rabbi Levine about conducting the search for chametz. 
The search is conducted silently, other than 
conversation relevant to the search.  

Lighting: Although bedikat chametz is traditionally 
done by the light of a candle in a dark room, one may 
use a flashlight to assist in the search. 

Ten Pieces of Chametz: There is a custom of long 
standing to distribute ten pieces of chametz to be 
found during the search. 

“But I’ve been cleaning for weeks!”: One must perform 
a serious search for chametz even if one has previously 
cleaned one’s house and believes that there is no 
further chametz. This search should cover all of the 
places into which chametz may have been introduced 
(see above, “Where to clean”).  

Chametz you intend to sell: see below under “The Sale 
of Chametz.” 

Bittul: At the conclusion of the search, all of the 
chametz is placed in a known location, and a 
declaration (“Bittul”) is made annulling all chametz 
which remains hidden. By this declaration, we 
relinquish ownership over the chametz overlooked in 
the search and state that we consider it worthless. 
Because this declaration is a legal declaration, it is 
valid only if one understands what one is saying. If one 
does not understand the Aramaic version (“Kol 
Chamira”), one should certainly recite the English 
version (“Any chametz or leaven which is in my 
possession which I have not seen, have not removed or 
destroyed, and of which I am unaware, should hereby 
become null and ownerless as the dust of the Earth”).  

 

STEP #6: The Sale of Chametz 

If you own chametz which you prefer not to destroy, 
you may authorize Rabbi Levine to sell these items to a 
non-Jew for you. Please note that the chametz is not 
sold to the Rabbi; one is merely authorizing the Rabbi 
to sell it for him. 

Chametz which you will be selling should be placed in 
specific locations and sealed off with string, tape, or a 
lock and a sign indicating that chametz is present 
there. 

After Pesach, please allow one hour for the Rabbi to 
arrange the re-purchase of your chametz for you 
before you begin to use it. 

Please take special care to discuss the sale with Rabbi 
Levine if you will be in a different time zone for 
Pesach. 

We will provide more details on the Sale of Chametz 
closer to Pesach. 

One may no longer partake of Chametz after 10:56 
A.M. on March 26th, 2021. 

Continued from page  13 
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Ma’ot Chittim 
Help us help others enjoy 
and find meaning in the 

Passover holiday.   
 

Help our needy Jewish 
brothers and sisters observe 
Passover with dignity, in their 
homes by fulfilling the mission 
of Ma’ot Chittim, “money for 

wheat” by sending in a 
generous donation. 

   

Make your check payable to 
the Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung  

Memorial Fund and mail it 
to The Jewish Center office.  

Pre-Pesach Checklist 
 

o Sell Chametz  
 
o Maot Chittim  
 
o Siyum for Firstborn  
 
o Nullify & Burn Chametz 
 
o Prepare for Seder  
 

Erev-Pesach Meals 
and Seder 

Last year, many of our Seder 
plans were quickly and 

dramatically altered. With many 
people uncertain as to their 
Seder plans for this year, we 
hope to be able to provide a 

safe place to have a Seder this 
year at The Jewish Center. Please 
visit jewishcenter.org to complete 

a short survey so that we can 
gauge your interest in attending 
a Seder or Erev Pesach meals on 
Shabbat at The Jewish Center. 

No commitments are required at 
this time. We will closely monitor 
Covid rates in our area as Pesach 
approaches and act accordingly. 
Meals at The Jewish Center will 
follow all safety guidelines and 

protocols to provide a safe 
environment for all. 

STEP #7: Burning the Chametz 

Normally, Chametz is burned on Erev Pesach at a specific time during the mid-
morning. This year, as Erev Pesach falls out on Shabbat, we cannot burn our 
Chametz on Erev Pesach. The Practice is to burn our Chametz the day before 
Erev Pesach, Friday, at the usual time, which is before 11:59AM, however we 
do not recite Kol Chamira, as we are permitted to continue eating Chametz 
until Shabbat morning at 10:56AM. At that time, all Chametz must be disposed 
of either in your building’s garbage. 

You may bring your chametz to The Jewish Center on Friday morning to be 
burned. 

 

STEP #8: Preparations for the Seder 

The shankbone, or “zero’a,” is a small piece of roasted meat, placed on the 
Seder plate to commemorate the Paschal sacrifice.  

The roasted egg, also placed on the Seder plate, commemorates the 
Chagigah sacrifice which was offered on Pesach. 

The charoset, usually composed of ground apples, pears, cinnamon, and red 
wine, is placed on the Seder plate in commemoration of the mortar with which 
our ancestors were forced to construct buildings in Egypt. 

Also on the Seder plate should be the maror, the bitter vegetable. The most 
common choices are romaine lettuce and horseradish (unsweetened). Romaine 
lettuce must be washed and examined carefully for insects. (Take care not to 
soak the vegetable used for maror for 24 hours, since this would compromise 
its sharpness.) 

 

STEP #9: Shopping and using sold chametz after Pesach. 

Chametz owned by a Jew during Pesach may not be eaten by a Jew even 
after Pesach. Care must therefore be taken after Pesach to purchase chametz 
with this issue in view. Stores owned by non-Jews present no problem; products 
in stores owned by Jews may be purchased if the proprietor sells the chametz 
for Pesach, or once enough time has passed that the items owned over Pesach 
have been purchased by other customers and have been replaced by new 
products from the store’s suppliers. 

 

STEP #10: Next Pesach falls out on Friday, April 14th, 2022. 

 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Thursday, March 25 
Fast of the Firstborn 
Shacharit at 7:30AM followed by a 
Siyum at approximately 8:00AM 
And on Zoom 
Mincha/Maariv 7:00PM 
Search for Chametz may begin after 
7:54PM 
Recite Bracha and Kol Chamira 
  
Friday, March 26 
Shacharit 7:30AM 
Burn Chametz before 11:59AM 
Do not recite Kol Chamira 
Chametz may continued to be consumed 
through Shabbat morning up until 
10:56AM 
6:56PM Shabbat Candle Lighting 
7:00PM Minchah/Kabbalat 
Shabbat/Maariv 
Challah should be used for your Seudah 
(not Matzah or Egg Matzah). All the 
food at your meal will be Kosher le-
Pesach, so ensure that Challah is eaten 
on plastic table covers, non-Pesach 
dishes, and that all the Challah is 
removed before Pesach dishes are used. 
Change the Tablecloth. 
 
Shabbat, March 27 
Shabbat Ha-Gadol, Erev Pesach, Seder I 
Shacharit 8:30AM 
Parshat Tzav, Haftarah for Shabbat Ha-
Gadol: Malachi 3:4-24 
Seudat Shabbat 
Challah should be used for your Seudah 
(not Matzah or Egg Matzah). All the 
food at your meal will be Kosher le-
Pesach, so ensure that Challah is eaten 
on plastic table covers, non-Pesach 
dishes, and that all the Challah is 
removed before Pesach dishes are used. 
Change the Tablecloth. 
Latest Time for Eating Chametz 
10:56AM 
Recite Kol Chamira and dispose of 
Chametz from your home in the 
building’s garbage. Do NOT burn.  
Nullify chametz before 11:59AM 
At Seudah Shlishit one may not eat 
Chametz or Matzah. This includes Egg 
Matzah. 
Minchah/Maariv 6:55PM  
Candle lighting and all preparations for 
the Seder after 7:57PM 
Chatzot 1:00AM 
  
Sunday, March 28 
Pesach I, Seder II 
Shacharit 9:30AM 
Full Hallel 
Torah Reading, Shemot 12:21-51, 

Bemidbar 28:16-25 
Haftarah, Yehoshua 3:5-7, 5:2-6:1, 6:27 
Tefilat Tal 
In Shul: Musaf for Pesach (with Mashiv 
HaRuach) 
At Home: Musaf for Pesach (without 
Mashiv HaRuach) 
At Home Recite Tefilat Tal, begin from 
Tehomot  
Minchah/Maariv 7:00PM 
Candle l ight ing and all Seder 
preparations after 7:58PM 
Second Seder 
Count Omer 1 
Chatzot 1:01AM 
 
Monday, March 29 
Pesach II 
Shacharit 9:30AM 
Full Hallel 
Torah Reading, Vayikra 22:26-23:44, 
Bemidbar 28:16-25 
Haftarah, Melachim II 23:1-9, 21-25 
Musaf for Pesach 
Minchah/Maariv 7:00PM 
At Maariv begin saying Veten Bracha in 
Amidah 
Havdalah at  7:59PM 
Havdalah is HaGafen and HaMavdil 
Count Omer 2 
 
Tuesday, March 30 
Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit 7:15AM 
Half-Hallel 
Torah Reading, Shemot 13:1-16, 
Bemidbar 28:19-25 
Musaf for Pesach 
Minchah/Maariv 7:10PM 
Count Omer 3 
  
Wednesday, March 31 
Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit 7:15AM 
Half-Hallel 
Torah Reading, Shemot 22:24-23:19, 
Bemidbar 28:19-25 
Musaf for Pesach 
Minchah/Maariv 7:10PM 
Count Omer 4 
  
Thursday, April 1 
Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit 7:15AM 
Half-Hallel 
Torah Reading, Shemot 34:1-26, 
Bemidbar 28:19-25 
Mussaf for Pesach 
Minchah/Maariv 7:10PM 
Count Omer 5 
Yizkor on Zoom 8:00PM 
 

 
Friday, April 2 
Chol Hamoed, Erev Shabbat and Erev 
Yom Tov 
Shacharit 7:15AM 
Half-Hallel 
Torah Reading, Bemidbar 9:1-14, 
Bemidbar 28:19-25 
Musaf for Pesach 
Candle Lighting 7:04PM 
For Shabbat and Yom Tov, No 
Shehecheyanu 
Minchah/Maariv 7:15PM 
Abridged Kabbalat Shabbat begins 
with Mizmor Shir LeYom HaShabbat 
Count Omer 6 
Kiddush for Yom Tov with Shabbat 
insertions 
  
Shabbat, April 3 
Pesach VII 
Shacharit 9:30AM 
Half-Hallel 
Shir Ha-Shirim 
Torah Reading, Shemot 13:17-15:26 
Haftarah, Shmuel II 22:1-51 
Musaf for Pesach 
Seudah Shlishit 
Minchah/Maariv 7:10PM 
Sunset 7:23PM 
Candle Lighting 8:05PM, No 
Shehecheyanu 
Kiddush for Yom Tov 
Count Omer 7 
  
Sunday, April 4 
Pesach VIII 
Shacharit 9:30AM 
Half-Hallel 
Torah Reading, Devarim 15:19-16:17 
Haftarah, Yishayahu 10:32-12:6 
Yizkor 
Musaf for Pesach 
Minchah/Maariv 7:10PM 
Yom Tov concludes 8:07PM  
Havdalah is HaGafen and HaMavdil 
Count Omer 8 
Do not consume Chametz before 9:10pm 
 

 
PESACH  SCHEDULE  2021 /5781  

*All Zmanim reflect �mes in Manha�an. 

Brachah for Counting the Omer: 
ברוך אתה ה' אלקינו מלך העולם אשר 

 קדשנו במצותיו וצונו על ספירת העומר
Blessed are you, Hashem, our G-d, 
King of the universe, Who has 

sanctified us with  
His commandments and has com-
manded us regarding the counting 

of the Omer. 


