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OCTOBER 24TH, 2020 • 6 CHESHVAN 5781 • PARSHAT NOACH 

The Jewish Center 
 at Your Shabbat Table  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE  
 

Erev Shabbat 
5:20PM Virtual Kabbalat Shabbat  
5:50PM Minchah at the JC 
5:46PM Candle lighting 
 
Shabbat 
9:30AM Shacharit at the JC 
5:50PM Minchah at the JC 
6:45M Shabbat Concludes 
7:00PM Virtual Havdallah 
 
*Please note registration and 
approval are required to join us in 
person.  

THANK YOU TO OUR  
GRAB-N-GO KIDDUSH 

SPONSORS: 
 

Chani & Mark Segall in 
commemoration of the 
yahrzeit of Chani's 
father, Rabbi Joseph 

Singer, z"l. 
 

Lily Kaplan in 
commemoration of the 
12th yahrzeit of her 
beloved husband, 

Joseph Solte Kaplan. 

MAZEL TOV 
Sarah Cromwell (JC Youth Director) on her upcoming 
marriage to Ari Goldstein. 
Susan & Avery Neumark on the birth of a grandson born to 
their children Alyse and Joshua Rozenberg. Mazal tov to the 
great grandfather Melvin Neumark.  
Golda Reena & Henry Rothman on the birth of a great 
grandson born to their grandchildren Esther and Avi Gurell. 
Renee & Avie Schreiber in the engagement of their 
grandson Alex Agus. 

RABBI’S RIDDLE 
 

What was the reason 
people built the Tower 
of Babel? Give at least 

three answers. 
 

PARSHA QUESTIONS: 
 

Why do you think 
Noach was called by 
that name? What is the 
connection between his 
name and the story that 

is related in the 
parsha? 

 
Why do you think God 
destroyed the world 

with a great flood? And 
why do you think the 
sign of the brit, 

covenant, with Noach is 
a rainbow? 

 
Email your answers to 
batsheva@jewishcenter

.org. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Crisis of Homelessness in New York 
City: An Educational Forum 
Monday, October 26th 7:00PM 
 
YL Happy Hour Trivia Night 
Tuesday, October 27th 8:00PM 

Blind Whiskey and Chocolate Pairing 
Motzei Shabbat 
November 14th 8:00PM to 9:30PM 
 

Register for all upcoming events at  
jewishcenter.org. 

WEEKLY JCU CLASSES 

We are happy to present you with our new publication, The Jewish 
Center at Your Shabbat Table. While we may not all be able to 
daven and learn together in Shul, we wanted to provide you with 
a piece of the JC in your home. You will find a Dvar Torah, 
questions on the parsha for discussion over Shabbat, the Shabbat 
schedule, upcoming events and classes in here. We encourage you 
to print this out before Shabbat. If you have any suggestions, 
please email us at ebuechler@jewishcenter.org 



Dr. Yosie Levine 
Rabbi 

 
Eliezer Buechler 
Assistant Rabbi 

 

Ora Weinbach 
Community Educator 

 
Yoni Rabinovitch 
William Fischman 
Rabbinic Intern 

 
Aaron Strum 

Executive Director 
 

Batsheva Leibtag 
Director of  

Programming and 
Communications 

 
Sarah Cromwell 
Youth Director 

 
Yoni Stokar 

Teen Coordinator 
 

OFFICERS 
Andrew Borodach  

President  
 

Mark Segall 
First Vice President  

 

Naomi Goldman 
Vice President 

 

Amy Latkin 
Vice President  

 

Scott Black 
Treasurer  

 

Aliza Herzberg 
Assistant Treasurer  

 

Michael Jacobs 
Assistant Treasurer  

 

Scott Fisher 
Secretary 

 
LOCAL RESOURCES 
Yoetzet Halacha 
Shiffy Friedman 

nycyoetzet@gmail.com 
646-598-1080 

 
Jewish Center  
Chevra Kadisha 

212-724-2700 x555 
 

UWS Mikvah 
212-579-2011 

 
Hatzoloh 

212-230-1000 
 

Manhattan Eruv 
For a current map, 

visit eruv.nyc 

For The Generations 

Ora Weinbach, Community Educator  

            Our parsha this week recounts the story of 
the Flood, in which God destroys the corrupted world 
and begins mankind afresh with Noach. The 
narrative opens with the words, “Eleh toldot Noach” - 
“These are the generations of Noach.” This formula is 
often used in the Torah to introduce genealogies. We 
would therefore expect this introductory phrase to 
be followed by a list of Noach’s children. However, 
the text instead recounts Noach’s qualifications, “Ish 
tzadik tamim haya” – “[Noach was] a righteous and 
wholesome man.” This introduction does not seem to 
fit with what follows. Why are we introduced to our 
protagonist with the seeming random phrase, “These 
are the generations of Noach”? 
            Chazal were also bothered by this question. 
In search of an answer, they cite a verse 
from SeferIyov, “He is swift upon the face of the 
waters; their portion is cursed in the earth; he turns 
not by way of the vineyards” (Job 24:18). In 
Gemara Sanhedrin 108a, Rabbi Yosei from 
Caesarea tells us how Noach tried to rebuke the 
people of his generation. He warned them, “If you 
don’t repent, God will bring a flood upon you and 
float your corpses on the water.” This warning 
connects to the first part of the verse from Iyov, “He 
is swift upon the face of the waters.” Noach also 
warned them that they will be cursed, corresponding 
to the second clause from Iyov, “their portion is 
cursed in the earth.” The gemara then attempts to 
explain the last part of the Iyov verse. “He turns not 
by way of the vineyards,” indicates that the people 
of Noach’s generation “would clear a path through 
vineyards.” This last part of Rabbi Yosei’s 
interpretation is confusing. Why were they clearing a 
path through a vineyard? What does that have to do 
with Noach’s rebuke and their impending doom? 
            The last line seems so incongruous with the 
rest of Rabbi Yosei’s statement that the Gra actually 

believes it should be deleted from the Talmud! The 
Midrash Rabbah, however, provides a beautiful 
explanation of this puzzling passage. The fact that 
while Noach rebuked them, the people of his 
generation were chopping a path through a 
vineyard was emblematic of their sinfulness. They 
had no purpose for cutting down the vegetation, 
states the Midrash. They were acting destructively 
just because, with no rhyme or reason. 
            Noach, in contrast, cared about the future. 
While the people around him acted wantonly and 
abused the earth – vineyards included – Noach was 
a person who wanted growth and improvement. This 
is why, concludes the Midrash, Noach is first 
introduced with the phrase “These are the 
generations of Noach.” This was his primary 
qualification for being the person to restart the 
world: More than his riotousness and wholesomeness, 
he cared about the future generations. He wanted to 
have children and see them flourish. Therefore, he 
strove to leave the world a better place than when 
he found it. 
            Right now, our world feels full of destructive 
behavior. From wanton disregard for public health 
and safety to the systematic breakdown of our trust 
in the democratic and electoral process, it might feel 
like that which took years, decades, and even 
generations to grow, is being violently chopped 
down. What can we do about it? 
            We can be like Noach. We can think 
towards and prioritize the long-term future. We can 
ask ourselves: how can we build a better world, not 
for us, but for our children? Focusing on the vision of 
the world that we want to leave for future 
generations might enable us to rise above our current 
ruinous surroundings. Noach teaches us the power of 
imagining a better future: doing so motivates us to 
live better today. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 
October 23, 2020 

Congress Signals Overwhelming Bipartisan Support for Historic Peace Agreements 
AIPAC commendsthe overwhelming bipartisan majorities in the Senate and the House that have 
currently cosponsored resolutions supporting the historic peace agreements between Israel, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain. Under these agreements, the UAE and Bahrainjoin Egypt 
and Jordan in paving the path to peace through recognition and engagement rather than by 
seeking to isolate and boycott the Jewish state. 91senators have cosponsored S.Res.709, which was 
introduced by Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Todd Young(R-IN) and Ben 
Cardin (D-MD). 372 representatives have cosponsored H.Res.1110, which was introduced by Reps. 
Eliot Engel (D-NY), Michael McCaul (R-TX), Max Rose (D-NY) and Lee Zeldin (R-NY). Our 
synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on issues 
affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC at 
(202) 639-5200 or by visiting www.aipac.org.  


