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Mazal Tov to the Hayman and Piafsky Families on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of Gabriel Piafsky

SHABBAT SCHEDULE
EREV SHABBAT
6:58PM Candle-lighting
7:05PM Minchah
7:05PM YL Minchah & Kabbalat Shabbat (5th floor)
SHABBAT
7:45AM Hashkama
8:30AM Rabbi Israel Silverstein Morning Midrash with
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
9:00AM Shacharit
9:15AM Hashkama Shiur with Ora Weinbach, Exploring
Ezekiel: A closer look at our haftorah
9:30AM Young Leadership (5th floor)
10:00AM Youth Groups
4:00PM Bikkur Cholim/Bikkur in the Home (meet at 730

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAZAL TOV
Rabbi Benjamin & Elaine Blech on receiving the distinguished Rabbinic
Leadership Award at MJE’s 20th Annual Dinner and to Amanda Dryer
on receiving the Communal Service Award
Hayman and Piafsky Families on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of
Gabriel Piafsky
THANK YOU TO OUR USHERS
Alisa & Ben Gadon Gadon
Thank you to our CSS members whose efforts help maintain a safe shul
for our community.

Columbus Ave.)

6:00PM Shiur with Ora Weinbach, Better (40 years) late
than never? The Second Pesach
6:05PM Daf Yomi
6:50PM Minchah
Seudah Shlishit with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
7:59PM Shabbat Concludes
THANK YOU TO OUR KIDDUSH SPONSORS:
Hashkamah Kiddush:
Miryam & Amos Alter in memory of the Red Hefer
Community Kiddush:
Hayman Family in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Gabriel
Piafsky
Anonymous

JEWISH CENTER CLOTHING DRIVE
April 7th
10:00AM-1:00PM
At The Jewish Center
To volunteer for a shift please visit jewishcenter.org
Pre-Pesach Shabbat Meals
April 12th-13th
Visit jewishcenter.og for details and registration.

DAILY SERVICE TIMES
Sunday March 31
7:45AM Daf Yomi
8:30AM Shacharit
7:10PM Minchah

April 1- Thurs. April 4
7/8AM Shacharit
7:45AM Daf Yomi
7:10PM Minchah

Friday April 5
7/8AM Shacharit
7:45AM Daf Yomi
7:00PM Minchah
7:06PM Candle-lighting

WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP:
Monday, April 8th, 2019 at 7:15PM
Contact Joyce Weitz for more info. at 212-877-1176

The Falk Family
Shabbat Hagadol Drasha
with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
Shabbat April 13th at 11:15AM
Lean In: The Evolution and Revolution of
The Seder's Sacred Choreography
SAVE THE DATE
JEWISH CENTER ANNUAL DINNER
June 3rd, 2019
Honoring
Cantor Chaim Dovid & Batya Berson
Rabbi Dovid & Ariella Zirkind
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JC AIPAC DELEGATION 2019

SQUASHBOND

March 24-26, 2019 in Washington, DC

SquashBond is an Israeli organization, modeled
on the U.S. Urban Squash program, that
uses intensive squash coaching and academic
tutoring to help Jewish and Arab Israeli kids
with social and educational advancement. You
can read a lot more about it here: http://
www.squashbond.org
SquashBond is bringing four young athletes two Arab 15 year-old girls and two Jewish 15
year-old boys - to the US to meet and play with their
counterparts at StreetSquash and other local clubs, as well as
their squash director and a coach (one male one female) and
are looking for housing for them. They do not need meals or
chaperoning - just a bed - though you would be welcome to
come watch them play at some of the events. They arrive
Thursday evening, April 11th, and will leave on Tuesday
morning, April 16th. While this is just before Pesach, the dates
are based on the kids’ school break.
Please contact Dov Kleiner at dkleiner1@mac.com if you would
be be able to house some of the group and if you have any
preferences. It would be great if the male or female kids can
be grouped together, but is not necessary.

This past week, Rabbi Zirkind led a delegation of Jewish Center members to the AIPAC
policy conference livnot u’lehibanot (to build and to be built). It was an opportunity to
show support for the America-Israel alliance but also to learn more about it.
Policy conference is a multilevel experience. There are the general sessions, the
breakout sessions, and the individuals you meet inbetween. This year, the general
session were marked with appreciation for the American pull out from the disastrous
Iran Deal, for the relocation of the American embassy to Jerusalem, and for the
American recognition of Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights. Nikki Haley and
Mike Pompeo were applauded for their strong speeches and strong action. Mike
Pence, bipartisan members of Congress and several foreign leaders spoke up for
Israel and against anti-Semitism. Bibi Netanyahu, Benny Ganz, Ron Dermer and David
Friedman spoke movingly as well. The excellent video segments featured innovations in
technology, hesed and advocacy by both Jews and non-Jews on behalf of Israel.
In the breakout sessions, subjects included antiterrorism and defense planning,
history, and politics. On a personal level, I spoke with people from Paris, Tel Aviv,
Toronto, Miami, Newport Beach, Hartford, Huntington, and Teaneck and had a
fascinating conversation with the daughter of the former Czech Republic Ambassador
to Israel who had spent four years there during his posting and was now working for
the foreign service herself.
At a time of much conflict, an overall message of the AIPAC conference was the need
to transcend our internal divisions in order to maintain the strength of our connections
and fight our common enemies.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF YESHIVAT HAR ETZION AND
THE 20TH OF MIGDAL OZ
On Sunday, April 7th, the Community is invited to a
special Leadership and Education Conference in honor
of Yeshivat Har Etzion's 50th Anniversary and The Stella K.
Abraham Beit Midrash for Women at Migdal Oz's 20th
Anniversary from 1:45PM to 5:00PM at the Grand Hyatt
Hotel.
This is a unique opportunity to hear distinguished faculty of
Yeshivat Har Etzion and Migdal Oz and alumni and alumnae in
communal leadership positions address the contemporary
challenges impacting the Jewish community in Israel and the
Diaspora today.
Speakers will include:
HaRav Mosheh Lichtenstein ’78, Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis
'7 6, R ab b ani t Es ti R o s e nbe rg , R a bb i Mo she
Taragin ’83, Yoetzet Halacha Shayna Goldberg, Dr. Yael
Landman Wermuth MO ‘05, Rabbi Dr. Michael
Rosensweig ’73, Rabbi Gidon Rothstein '82, Rabbi Menachem
Penner ’88, Rabbi Dr. Michael Berger ’80.
To see the full schedule of speakers and topics, please go
to ww.thegushdinner.org/jubilee-conference. Registration is
required.

DOING CHESED & SPARKING JOY
By Tehillah Harris
Some of you may be familiar
with Marie Kondo from her 2014
Best-selling book The Life-Changing
Magic of Tidying Up. She inspires
people to get organized, get rid of
the clutter & lead happier, healthier
lives. She even has a new Netflix
series Tidying Up.
As an image consultant, I have
worked with many people to clean
out their closets & organize their
clothes to support their personal image.
I’d like to share 3 of the best of Marie’s tips for organizing and
bringing more joy into your life.
1 ) Don’t judge an item by how often it’s been used. Marie advises
to pick up each item you own and ask your self if it “sparks joy” - if
it does, keep it, if not, then donate or discard.
2) Say goodbye and THANK YOU to the items that you are parting
with. Expressing appreciation for the use and memories you had
with the item relieves some of the guilt associated with a big clean
out
3) Start small so that you don’t feel overwhelmed by the task at
hand. Start with your sock drawer and get braver from there.
Pesach is a few weeks away & the Jewish Center clothing drive is
perfectly timed on April 7th.
I hope these tips help encourage you to start your spring cleaning
& tackle your closets and drawers in the coming weeks.
I am available for personal consultations on image, personal
branding and wardrobe planning (check out www.up2date.nyc) because really, who doesn’t want more joy in their life?

Celebrate the launch of
The Jewish Journey Haggadah
by Dr. Adena Berkowitz
Shabbat, April 6th
Pre Minchah Shiur:
From Ma Nishtanah to the AfikomenBiblical and Rabbinic Sources and the
Development of the Haggadah.
Seudah Shlishit: Spiritual and Practical Tips to
Enhance Your Sedarim
Monday, March 11-Monday, April 15, 2019
Donate to City Harvest’s 2019 Passover Food Drive!
Please drop off in the JC lobby.
More then 500,000 Jewish New Yorkers live below or only slightly
above the poverty line. Help City Harvest feed out neighbors in need
during Passover.

Jewish Center Annual Pre-Pesach
Clergy Pearls For The Seder
Monday April 15th at 7:45pm
Join Rabbi Zirkind, Rabbi Goldstein, Cantor Berson, Ora Weinbach and
Rabbi Buechler for a round table discussion of insights and tunes to
inspire your family Seder.

Celebrate 2nd Seder at The Jewish Center
Motzei Shabbat April 20th, 8:30PM
Registration is now open!
Rabbi Dovid and Ariella Zirkind invite the community to join them for a
festive and collaborative 2nd Seder, hosted at
The Jewish Center. Our seder is open to children
and adults of all ages, with opportunities to share
Divrei Torah and the songs of Pesach from your
home with all of us. Details and registration will
be available soon. This year's Seder is being
catered by Menagerie of Englewood. To join our
planning committee please contact Rabbi Zirkind.

Leadership and Partnership
Parshat Shemini 5779
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
Parshat Shemini is a story of transition. After the
Mishkan was complete, Moshe spent a full week
modeling daily worship for the Kohanim to prepare
them for their new roles. As that week came to an
end, the eighth day was the first time that Aharon
would be asked to lead, and the effect of his
worship was immediately apparent. “A fire went
forth from before Hashem and consumed upon the
Altar, the elevation-offering and the fats; all the
people saw and sang glad song and fell upon their
faces.” (Vayikra 9:24) While Moshe taught the
Kohanim how the korbanot should be brought in the
week preceding, it was not until the Kohanim took
their rightful place in the Mishkan that Hashem
began to accept the Korbanot that were being
offered. When the fires of heaven consumed
Aharon’s Korban, it was obvious to all who
witnessed the eighth day that this was his sacred
role and his alone.
Sefer Shemot places great emphasis on the
Aharon’s humility and his ability to support his
younger brother’s rise to greatness. Vayikra, then, is
Aharon’s chance to shine. Serving as the Kohein
Gadol was a role for which he was uniquely suited.
As a result, it became Moshe’s responsibility to
celebrate Aharon in a genuine way. As daily
operation in the Mishkan began, the true and
complete complementary tasks of Moshe and
Aharon, were finally in place.

explanation is given as to why their crime carried
such grave consequences. Our sages teach us that
Nadav and Avihu had aspired to the leadership of
Moshe and Aharon, but the contrast between these
stories highlights where their aspiration had come up
short. When the avodah was done properly, when it
was performed by Aharon and celebrated by
Moshe, the fires came from heaven. Nadav and
Avihu wanted to experience a fiery worship, but
their flames rose from the earth. While they had
thought about serving together like Moshe and
Aharon, they had yet to identify and delineate
which role each would serve and how they might
complement one another.
The successful partnership of Moshe and Aharon
was the hallmark of their careers. Not only could
they count on one another, but they gave each other
space to lead, each in his own unique way. If there
would be a transition in leadership to the next
generation, two leaders who shared this dynamic
would be key. Nadav and Avihu proved themselves
capable of working as a team, but incapable of
dividing their authority, leaving the task to Yehoshua
and their brother Elazar in the years ahead.

In thinking about the two transitions of Shemini, the
successful and the failed, the Torah inspires us to
think deeply about our relationships to others and
how we lead side by side. To be our best, we must
be given the chance to use our talents, but in so
Perhaps this sheds some light on the mysterious doing we must seek out worthy partners who can do
deaths of Nadav and Avihu that transpire in the the things we cannot. Only with true partnership can
following chapter. The Torah tells us that they were we aspire to great leadership.
punished for bringing a foreign flame – eish zara –
which Hashem had not commanded, but no

ISRAEL UPDATE
Macrh 29, 2019
Trump Signs Order Recognizing Golan Heights as Israeli Territory
U.S. President Donald Trump met Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Monday to sign a presidential
proclamation officially recognizing the Golan Heights as Israeli territory on Monday, thus formalizing
a move announced with a tweet earlier on Thursday, Haaretznoted. In a joint press conference, Trump
said: "We do not want to see another attack like the one suffered this morning north of Tel Aviv,"
adding: "Our relationship is powerful." Trump then said: "We will confront the poison of antiSemitism." Netanyahu called Trump's decision to recognize Israel's sovereignty over the Golan Heights
"historic justice" and a "diplomaticvictory," saying that "Israel won the Golan Heights in a just war of
defense." [...] Netanyahu then thanked Trump for moving the American embassy to Jerusalem in May,
and for pulling out of the Iran deal. Israeli President Reuven Rivlin welcomed the proclamation, calling
Trump "a true friends of the State of Israel." Opposition head Shelly Yacimovich, as well as Labor
chairman Avi Gabbay, also commended the move.
Our synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on issues
affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC at (202)
639-5200 or by visiting www.aipac.org.
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