The Jewish Center
SHABBAT BULLETIN

MARCH 14, 2020 • 18 ADAR 5780 • PARSHAT KI TISA • PARSHAT PARAH
SHABBAT SCHEDULE

6:43PM Candle lighting
7:44PM Shabbat Concludes

The Jewish Center is currently closed in
an effort to slow the spread of
coronavirus. For update information,
please consult The Jewish Center
website at www.jewishcenter.org.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MAZAL TOV
Adin Goldstein on his engagement to
Noa Block
Avery Neumark on laining the Megillah for 50
consecutive years in the main sanctuary of The
Jewish Center.
Thank you to our CSS
members whose efforts help maintain a safe
shul for our community.

THANK YOU TO OUR VIRTUAL SPONSORS:
DID YOU KNOW?
Virtual Hashkama Kiddush:
Malca Reznick in commemoration of the first At the end of services, congregants remain in
Yahrzeit of Malca’s father, Theodore Resnick, Tuvia their seats until the conclusion of Adon Olam. As
the rabbi and cantor process down the aisles,
Moshe ben Reb Yisrael Leib Halevi.
the congregation rises. The rabbi and cantor
look
forward to greeting you on the receiving
Virtual Community Kiddush:
line on your way to Kiddush.
Avi & Sarah Chaya Schwartz in honor of the
Jewish Center and with appreciation for so many
opportunities to grow religiously, intellectually and
Shabbat Hagadol Drasha
communally. And special thanks to the rabbis and
Rabbi Yosie Levine
staff of the Center whose our time on the west side
Shabbat April 4th at 11:00AM
special.
Jewish Blood:
Libel, Truth and Particularism
Virtual Seudah Shlishit:
Maureen & Laszlo Marcus in memory of Stephanie
Sponsored by Vivian & Bernard Falk and
Schlesinger.
Family
ISRAEL UPDATE
February 8, 2020
Bipartisan Senate Resolution Urges UN to Renew Iran Arms Embargo
A bipartisan Senate resolution urges the United Nations to renew sanctions on Iran that are set to expire in
October. Sens. Pat Toomey (R-PA) and Jacky Rosen (D-NV) authored the resolution calling on the U.N.
Security Council to extend the U.N. arms embargo and ballistic missile restrictions on Iran. The world’s leading
state sponsor of terrorism is on the brink of being able to import and export advanced weapons under
international law. While benefiting U.S. adversaries, ending the embargo would make an already chaotic
Middle East even more dangerous for America and Israel. The United States must ensure that Iran is not given
the green light to stockpile advanced weapons and accelerate its weapons proliferation to terrorist proxies
across the Middle East. Urge your members of Congress to extend the U.N. arms embargo on Iran. Our
synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on issues affecting
the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC at (202) 639-5200 or by
visiting www.aipac.org.
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MISHLOACH MANOT PACKAGING
Thank you to all those who helped package Mishloach Manot.
Thank you to our Host Committee:
Dahlia Bellows, Jeannie Fisher,
Alanna Toll Schwartz and
Rona Steinerman

YL HAMANTASHAN BAKE

Calling all members of The JC Youth Department!
Rabbi's Riddle
Solve the riddle, win a raffle ticket!
If you think you know the answer, email ylevine@jewishcenter.org. Children with the correct answer will
be entered into a raffle. Children are welcome to enlist parents or other adults for support.
The Riddle:
In 33:4, the Israelites are commanded to remove their jewelry. To
what does the term jewelry refer? Give at least two answers.
Last week's riddle:
The longest word in Tanakh appears in Megillat Esther. What is it?
(Hint: Check the second half of the Megillah.)
Bonus question: What does the word mean?

Answer:
The longest word in Tanakh is והאחשדרפנים
.
The word is usually translated as satraps. It seems a satrap was a
governor of a province under the ancient Persian monarchy.
Congratulations to those who solved last week’s riddle!
Jesse Grauman
Avi Flatto-Katz (+bonus)
Sarah Wagman (+bonus)
Daniel Wagman (+bonus)

JEWISH CENTER UNIVERSITY

For more information visit our website or contact Rabbi Elie Buechler at ebuechler@jewishcenter.org
*** All of our weekly classes will be virtual!
Stay tuned for details on how to join a live class or how to listen/watch a pre-recorded class.
Daily: Israel Friedman Daf Yomi with rotating JCU Faculty at 7:45AM
MONDAY
Women’s Talmud
With Rabbi Noach Goldstein
at 8:00PM
TUESDAY
Talmud (Masechet Chullin)
Rabbi Noach Goldstein at 7:45AM8:30AM
Nosh and Drash
With Dr. Adena Berkowitz
10:15AM-11:30AM
For women only.

TUESDAY
The Garden of Eden
The Henry and Sadye Bayer
Chumash Class
Rabbi Yosie Levine at 7:30PM
Where did humankind go wrong? Does
imperfection mean that we are destined
to sin? What constitutes the road back
and how does one find it? Join us for this
special six-part series as we return to the
garden to explore these timeless
questions

WEDNESDAY
Women of the Bible
Rabbi Yosie Levine at 11:00AM
UWS FAQ’s:(YL)
Shabbat, Kashrut and Much More.
Rabbi Elie Buechler and Rabbi Noach
Goldstein at 8:00PM

Dr. Yosie Levine

JC Youth Dvar Torah
Parshat Ki Tisa
Sarah and Daniel Wagman
As we were reading this week's parsha,
Ki Tisa, which details chet haegel, we
were puzzled by two discrepancies in the
story. First, In Shemot 32:4, Aharon takes
the gold from the Jews, crafts it with a
crafting tool and makes it into a molten
golden calf. Later, he builds an altar that
the Israelites use to celebrate their new
idol. If Aharon was instrumental in the
egregious sin of the golden calf, how
come he is later appointed by G-d to
become the kohen gadol, which is a huge
honor? Also, when Moshe ascends to Har
Sinai, he leaves two people to watch over
the Israelites: Aharon and Chur. Even
though Chur is discussed multiple times
before chet haegel, he is never
mentioned again in the entire torah. So,
we wondered, what happened to this
very important leader, and why didn’t he
interject when he saw the people doing
this?
Many scholars shared these questions and
provided insightful answers. The Talmud
(Bavli Sanhedrin 7a) notices that Aharon
saw something before he builds the altar
and asks: what did he see? The Rabbis
then suggest that Aharon saw Chur, the
other leader of the people, lying
slaughtered before him. The Talmud
suggests that the people first
approached Chur to build an idol for
them, but when Chur refused to help them
commit idolatry, the people killed him.
After that, determined to build an idol,
they approached Aharon and made the
same request. Aharon, seeing what had
been done to Chur when he refused,

realized the people would probably kill
him too if he refused to go along with
their plan.
However, the Rabbis, basing their
statement off a pasuk in Eicha, say that
killing a priest in his own sanctuary is a
sin that can never be atoned for. At the
time of chet haegel, the firstborn of each
family (like Aharon) was a priest. So,
Aharon wanted to do anything to keep
the people from committing a sin that
would eternally spurn them from G-d. He
reasons that at least with the sin of
idolatry, the people could still repent and
reconcile with G-d. Therefore, Aharon
aided the people with the golden calf not
out of zeal for idolatry, not out of fear
for his own life, but rather out of love and
hope for the Jewish people.
In this light, it is very easy to see why
Aharon would be rewarded instead of
punished. He was extremely devoted to
the people, always having their best
interests in mind. This quality would make
Aharon such a respected and successful
kohen gadol for the rest of his life. This
interpretation made us realize that
people’s decisions can be much more
complicated than they seem and that it is
important to afford them the benefit of
the doubt
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