
MAZAL TOV 
 Reva Rapps on being honored at the National Jewish Outreach Program 

(NJOP) dinner on February 19th  
 

CONDOLENCES 
Dr. Zvi Lefkovitz on the passing of his mother, Ahuva Lefkovitz 

 
THANK YOU TO OUR USHERS 

Brauna Fortgang and Jacob Worenklein 
 

Thank you to our CSS members whose efforts help maintain a safe shul for 
our community.  
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WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP:  
Monday, February 25, 2019 at 7:15PM Contact Joyce Weitz for more info. at 212-877-1176 

Welcome Back to Rabbi Yosie Levine 
Shabbat March 8-9th 

Please join us for a special Shabbos visit from our senior 
Rabbi. Rabbi Levine will speak throughout Shabbat 
including a Shabbat Morning Drasha at 10:30AM. 

“But why would we go back, Abba?” Zionism in a post-Diaspora America 

Sunday Feb. 17 
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
8:30AM Shacharit 
5:20PM Minchah 
 
Monday Feb. 18 
Presidents’ Day  
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
8:30AM Shacharit 
5:20PM Minchah 
 

Tues Feb. 19–Thur Feb. 21 
7/8AM Shacharit 
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
5:20PM Minchah 
 
Friday Feb. 22 
7/8AM Shacharit 
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
5:20PM Candle-lighting 
5:25PM Minchah 

DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

EREV SHABBAT 
5:11PM Candle-lighting  
5:15PM Minchah  
5:35PM Young Leadership Kabbalat Shabbat (1st floor) 
  
SHABBAT  
7:45AM Hashkama  
8:30AM Rabbi Israel Silverstein Morning Midrash with 
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind (will resume next week) 
9:00AM Shacharit  
9:15AM Hashkama Shiur with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind,  
The Missing Piece: K’toret and The Mizbeach HaZahav 
9:30AM Young Leadership (1st floor) 
9:41AM Sof Zman Kriat Shema 
10:00AM Youth Groups 
 
12:40PM Early Minchah (4th floor, Beit Midrash) 
3:00PM Bikkur Cholim/Bikkur in the Home (meet at 
730 Columbus Ave.) 
5:05PM Minchah 
Daf Yomi 
Muktzah 101 with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind  
Seudah Shlishit Speaker, Rabbi Noach Goldstein 
 
6:11PM Shabbat Concludes  
 
THANK YOU TO OUR KIDDUSH SPONSOR: 
Seudah Shlishit Sponsor: Marion Lauber in 
commemoration of the Yahrzeit of her father, Naftali 
Zvi Ben Yaakov 

Masbia Chesed Event 
Sunday, March 17th 

12PM-3PM Vegetable Prep 
The Jewish Center is hosting a day of chesed that is fun for all 
ages. Help wash, peel and chop fresh produce to help Masbia, a non-
profit soup kitchen network and food pantry, feed dinner for a week. 
Sign up for a shift at jewishcenter.org 

Mix & Match New Members Shabbat Lunch 
Thank you to our hosts and guests for 

participating in this weeks New Member Mix 
& Match. If you have any questions please 

email YL@jewishcenter.org. 

The Jewish Center Pre-Purim Masquerade Soiree 
Saturday Evening March 9th  

8:00PM until midnight  
Festive masks. Black Tie. 

To register please visit Jewishcenter.org. 

Youth Shabbat - Shabbat Shekalim March 1st-2nd 
9:00AM Davening (Main Sanctuary) 
11:30AM Gala Kiddush (5th floor) 

Back to the Future: Hop into your DeLorean and grab a glimpse into The 
Jewish Center's bright horizons as our young stars take the lead for Shab-
bat davening in the Main Sanctuary! Join us for a spirited and nachas-
filled experience that only comes around once a year, you won't want to 
miss it! Encourage your children to volunteer to: 

• Lain an Aliyah 

• Lead Davening 

• Usher 

• Deliver Divrei Torah 
To volunteer please contact Gavriel at Gavriel@jewishcenter.org.  

Sponsorship opportunities available. 



Parshat Tetzaveh focuses primarily on the eight 
garments that were worn by the kohen gadol while 
performing his Avodah in the Mishkan. Every kohen 
who worked in the Mishkan wore four garments, but 
the kohen gadol wore four additional garments; the 
ephod (apron), choshen (breastplate), meil (robe), 
and the tzitz (golden head plate). 
 
Three of the four garments, the meil, ephod, and 
choshen are introduced in the beginning of the 
parsha, “These are the vestments they are to 
make,” (28:4) but the fourth, the tzitz is missing and 
appears only  at the very end of the whole section 
on the garments. Why is the tzitz not listed along 
with the other three pieces of the kohen gadol’s 
wardrobe in the beginning of the parsha? 
 
 Let’s look more closely at the imagery and 
symbolism of the first three garments in order to 
answer this question. The ephod is an apron that 
had two stones, one on each shoulder of the kohen 
gadol, that were attached as shoulder-pieces to the 
embroidered garment. Each stone had six of the 
twelve names of the tribes of Israel engraved on it 
in order to be “stones of remembrance of Benei 
Yisrael, whose names Aharon shall carry upon his 
two shoulder-pieces.” (28:12) Therefore, when 
Aharon performed the Avodah in the Mishkan he 
was metaphorically carrying the children of Israel 
on his shoulders.   
 
The choshen is the breastplate upon which the twelve 
precious stones with the names of the twelve tribes 
are engraved. The Torah informs us that its purpose 

is for Aharon “to carry the names of Benei Yisrael 
on the breastplate of mishpat over his heart when 
he enters the sanctuary, for remembrance before 
Hashem at all times.” (28:29) That choshen is to 
serve as a reminder for the kohen gadol to always 
have the Jewish people on his heart when he 
approaches God on their behalf.  
 
The third garment the meil, is a robe that had 
seventy-two pomegranates and bells attached to its 
bottom “so that the sound of it is heard when he 
comes into the sanctuary before Hashem and when 
he goes out, that one may not die.” (28:35) The 
unique part of the meil is that when the kohen gadol 
walked around in the Mishkan he could be heard by 
its bells and thus remind other Jews to keep their 
safe distance while he was performing Avodah fit 
only for the kohen gadol. 
 
The ephod, choshen, and meil are all focused on the 
burden and responsibility that the kohen gadol 
bears as the spiritual leader of the Jewish people. 
They serve as reminders to him that he bears the 
responsibility to keep the nation safe. These three 
garments serve as the foundation for the kohen 
gadol in his Avodat Hashem and are therefore 
listed by themselves, without the tzitz. Only once the 
kohen gadol has cared for his fellow Jews could he 
be worthy to wear his golden crown, the tzitz, 
because it is upon the tzitz that it says “Holy to 
Hashem.” (28:36) The path to be truly kodesh 
laHashem is to first recognize and involve ourselves 
with our fellow Jews; only then we can be genuinely 
holy to Hashem.  
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Carrying the Burden 
Parshat Tetzaveh 5779 
Rabbi Eliezer Buechler 

ISRAEL UPDATE  
February 15, 2019 

Ilhan Omar Apologizes for Statements Condemned as Anti-Semitic  
Representative Ilhan Omar, who has been battling charges of anti-Semitism for weeks, apologized on Monday 
for insinuating that American support for Israel is fueled by money from a pro-Israel lobbying group — a 
comment that drew swift and unqualified condemnation from fellow Democrats, including Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, The New York Times reported. The mea culpa by Ms. Omar, a freshman lawmaker from Minnesota and 
one of the first two Muslim women elected to Congress, came after a day of bipartisan outrage over her tweet 
Sunday night asserting that support for Israel was “all about the Benjamins baby,” a reference to hundred-
dollar bills. “Anti-Semitism is real and I am grateful for Jewish allies and colleagues who are educating me on 
the painful history of anti-Semitic tropes,” Ms. Omar said in a statement released on Twitter, about an hour 
after Ms. Pelosi and the entire Democratic leadership publicly chastised her for engaging in “deeply offensive” 
anti-Semitic tropes. “My intention is never to offend my constituents or Jewish Americans as a whole,” Ms. Omar 
wrote, adding, “I unequivocally apologize.” 
 
Our synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on issues affecting 
the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC at (202) 639-5200 or by 
visiting www.aipac.org. 


