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THE JEWISH CENTER CLERGY AND STAFF

The Jewish Center, a cornerstone of 
Modern Orthodox Jewish Life on the 
Upper West Side, inspires its members 
and embraces the broader Jewish 
community through vibrant prayer, 
serious Torah study, spiritual inquiry, 
charitable endeavors, appreciation of 
world culture and an abiding commitment 
to the State of Israel. In these pages you 
will discover a Center that is the  religious, 
intellectual and spiritual home for each of 
its members as well as a Modern Orthodox 
Center for Jewish Life and Learning that is 
welcoming to all. We invite you to explore 
this brochure and we look forward to 
seeing you at The Jewish Center. This fall 
you are invited to join us in embracing 
this new chapter in our community’s life 
with a full semester of social and spiritual 
offering, as well as our daily tefilah in our 
newly renovated sanctuary.

Whether you are attending your first 
Jewish Center class or your one 

hundredth, this new beginning is not to 
be missed. Inside these pages you will find 
opportunities to:

• Study Tanach, Talmud, Halacha and 
Ethics

• Attend talks by top scholars and 
leading Jewish educators

• Build a stronger and more supportive 
community for new mothers

• Share a Friday Night Dinner with the 
community

• Create a new generation of leaders 
through our youth activities and 
minyanim

We invite you to explore the full gamut 
of our fresh classes and new programs 
here at The Jewish Center. Find activities 
best-suited to your personal preferences 
and join us as we embark on a journey 
brimming with possibility. In the process, 
we are certain that you will discover rich 
traditions and bright horizons for the 
century ahead.
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Dear Friends,

When we decided this summer to publish The Road Back to The 
Center: Rabbinic Thoughts on the Pandemic, a collection of Rabbi 
Levine’s emails from this past year, we believed that the threat from 
Covid-19 was finally waning.  Instead, the core message of The Road 
Back to The Center has been reinforced over the past few months… 
that life is complex and the road – whether physically back to The 
Jewish Center or the one taken in our day-to-day lives – is often 
filled with twists and turns.  Moreover, as conveyed throughout 
the book, it is our Jewish values and traditions – embodied by 
The Jewish Center – that have helped us navigate through these 
challenging times.    

Indeed, The Jewish Center has served as a beacon, shining a 
light along the often treacherous path that we traverse.  From the 
mellifluous tefillah led by our new Chazzan, Jonathan Green, to 
the many Torah classes taught by our remarkable clergy (including 
studying most of the books of the Nevi’im) and from engagement 
in civic and communal matters (including our program exploring 
issues of race in our country and our community as well as leading 
discussions of the homeless crisis in New York City, holding a 
community event with local police chiefs and moderating a City 
Council Candidate Forum) to the literally life-saving work of 
our Chesed committee (setting up vaccination appointments 
for hundreds of people), The Jewish Center has been – and will 
continue to be – here for you as a source of comfort and stability.

May the coming year bring an end to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
quietude to social and political unrest, and  peace in Israel.  May 
we further have the opportunity to share only smachot together.

שנה טובה

Andrew Borodach

GREETINGS FROM THE JC PRESIDENT
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 ISRAEL FRIEDMAN DAF   
 YOMI 

with rotating JCU Faculty
Daily at 7:45 am (year-
round)

 WOMEN’S TEHILLIM 

Mondays at 7:00 pm

 PHILOSOPHICALLY    
 CHALLENGING BIBLICAL  
 STORIES 

with Dr. Shira Weiss
Mondays at 8:00 pm

 NOSH AND DRASH 

with Rabbanit Adena 
Berkowitz
Tuesdays at 10:15 am

 SADYE & HENRY BAYER  
 TANAKH CLASS:  
 THE PATRIARCHS  

with Rabbi Yosie Levine
Tuesdays at 7:30 pm

 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

with Rabbi Yosie Levine
Wednesdays at 11:00 am

 TREI ASAR: YOEL,  
 OVADIAH, YONAH AND   
 MICHAH 

with Rabbi Elie Buechler
Wednesdays at 8:00 pm 

Jewish Center University
Starting October 4th on Zoom
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RABBI DOVID BASHEVKIN
December 18th at 11:00 am
Sponsored by Daniel and Vivian Chill 

Rabbi Bashevkin is the author of Sin·a·gogue: Sin and 
Failure in Jewish Thought (2019) and the founder 
of 18Forty, a new media company that addresses 
contemporary Jewish issues openly and honestly. He is 
the director of education for NCSY and an instructor at 
Yeshiva University, where he teaches courses on public 
policy, religious crisis, and rabbinic thought. 

SCHOLARS-IN-RESIDENCE

JUDY BATALION
November 13th at 11:00 am

New York Times Bestselling author of The 
Light of Days: The Untold Story of Women 
Resistance Fighters in Hitler’s Ghettos (2021) in 
commemoration of Kristallnacht Shabbat. The 
book is also available as a young adult version 
and is being considered by Steven Spielberg 
for a major motion picture.

The JC & Congregation Shearith Israel Pulpit Exchange
Shabbat Morning October 25th

with Rabbi Dr. Yosie Levine & Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik
The Jewish Center is proud to once 

again join forces with our sister 
synagogue for a pulpit exchange 

featuring  Rabbi Yosie Levine and our 
former William Fischman Rabbinic 

Intern, Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik. The 
Rabbis will exchange their respective 
pulpits and deliver public lectures at 

each Congregation on Shabbat Morning 
following services. Members from both 

congregations are invited to remain 
in their shul for a guest lecture or 

accompany their Rabbi to his host shul 
for the morning. Titles forthcoming.

Jewish Center University
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Hebrew Free Burial Association 
Cemetery Cleanup
Sunday, October 31 • 10:00 – 11:30 am
At the Mount Richmond Cemetery in 
Staten Island
The Jewish Center will be participating 
in a Cemetery Clean Up Project. The 
Cemetery is accessible by public 
transportation; however, we are 
working on possibly securing more 
direct transportation options.

at The Jewish Center

Chesed 

Sharsheret Mitzvah Manicures
October 14 • 7:00 – 9:00 pm
In the Jewish Center Auditorium 
Get a manicure and help benefit 
Sharsheret at the same time. This 
event will bring our community 
together for manicures in support 
of Sharsheret and raise awareness 
about breast cancer prevention. All 
proceeds will go to the organization 
(www.sharsheret.org).

Sharsheret is a national 
organization that creates a safe 
community for women facing 
breast or ovarian cancer and 
their families at every stage of 
life and at every stage of cancer 
- from before diagnosis, during 
treatment and into survivorship 
years. These events are sponsored 
in part by Susan G. Komen NYC.

The Hebrew Free Burial Association 
is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the principle that 
every Jewish person is entitled to 
a Jewish Burial. For more than 100 
Years, they have been helping Jews 
in need and their families in their 
saddest hours. Since 1888, they 
have arranged burials for nearly 
60,000 poor Jewish people.

Thanksgiving Packathon
We are partnering with Congregation Shearith Israel for our 
annual Thanksgiving Packathon. Details to follow.
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Jewish Center

Youth Department & Teen Minyan
Birthday Kiddush
Please join us on October 16, in the dance studio 
(5th floor) during Kiddush to celebrate our 
September, October, and November birthdays! 
Sponsorship available on The JC website.

Motzei Shabbat Parent/Child Learning
October 23rd

Thanksgiving Firehouse Visit 
November 28
Families are invited to take part in this opportunity 
to express our gratitude to our local firefighters. 
Bring a hand-made card and store bought or 
home baked goods

Teen Minyan Dates
October 9 and November 6
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Please visit jewishcenter.org for details and registration. 

Women’s Competitive 
Basketball 
Wednesdays • 8:00–10:00 pm
Contact Dr. Rachel Levine 
for more information: 
rachel.levine1@gmail.com. 
Registration required

Men’s Basketball 
Mondays • 8:00–10:00 pm
Starting October 3 
Details to Follow. 
Contact David Bernheim 
for more Information: 
davidbernheim@gmail.com

Annual Trivia Night with Len Berman
December 11 • 8:00 pm

at The Jewish Center
Ongoing & Upcoming Events

at The Jewish Center

Young Leadership

For more details on our upcoming Shabbat meals and events, 
follow us on Facebook or Instagram @JCYOUNGLEADERSHIP

Young Leadership Minyan
Join us every Friday night and 
Shabbat morning for minyan at 
9:30 am followed by kiddush.

Save the Date: October 23
Young Leadership Game Night 
at 8:30 pm

*Subject to change based on Covid guidance


