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AUGUST 12, 2017 • PARSHAT EKEV • 20 AV 5777 

The Jewish Center  
 S H A B B A T  B U L L E T I N  

EREV SHABBAT  
7:00PM Minchah (1st floor) 

7:42PM Candle lighting 
 
SHABBAT  
7:45AM Hashkama Minyan (The Max and Marion Grill Beit Midrash) 
9:00AM Shacharit (3rd floor) 

9:15AM Hashkama Shiur, Rabbi Noach Goldstein, Birkat Ha-Mazon and 
the Interface Between Peshat and Pesak   
9:31AM Sof Zman Kriat Shema 
9:30AM Young Leadership (1st floor)  
10:00AM Youth Groups: Under age 3 (drop-off optional, babies must 

be able to independently sit upright), 3-6-year-olds: Geller Youth Cen-
ter, 2nd-6th graders: 7th floor 
 
Community Kiddush Sponsors:  
Tamar and Jonathan Hofer in honor of the birth of their daughter Na-

talie Ellen (Chaya Chana Alta) and in honor of the birth of their friend 
Lyat Salomon (Shaindle Chaya)  
Chani and Mark Segall in memory of Joyce Segall 
 
4:00PM Bikkur Cholim/Bikkur in the Home (meet at 730  

Columbus Ave.) 
6:45PM Daf Yomi 
6:45PM Chabura Summer Series (The Max and Marion Grill Beit Mid-
rash) , given by Amos Alter, “Shaketz TeShaktsenu:  Abominating the 
Golden Calf”  

7:30PM Minchah 
 
WITH THANKS TO OUR SEUDAH SHLISHIT SPONSOR: 
Roberta, Jessica and Jeremy Sigall, in commemoration of their beloved 
mother and grandmother, Etta C. Kramer, Etil Charna bat Yitzchak 

Aharon V’ Sarah 
 
Seudah Shlishit Speaker, Sam Sokol, The Forgotten Jewish Refugees of 
Ukraine 
 

8:41PM Shabbat Concludes 

Shabbat August 12th 
Seudah Shlishit with Sam Sokol 

The Forgotten Jewish Refugees of Ukraine:  
Sam Sokol is a research fellow at the Institute 

for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy 
(ISGAP). He has worked as a correspondent for the Jerusalem 
Post and the Israel Broadcasting Authority and is a recipient 
of the 2015 B’nai B’rith World Center Award for Journalism 
for his work on revolutionary Ukraine. He is originally from 

the Upper West Side and studied at Yeshiva University. 

Shabbat Afternoon Summer Chabura Series  
The community is invited to join us in the Beit Midrash for our 
annual peer-led summer Chabura series. This program fea-
tures refreshments, ice cold air conditioning and hot topics of 

all types.  
This week’s Chabura will be given by Amos Alter and titled 

“Shaketz TeShaktsenu: Abominating the Golden Calf” at 6:45PM in 
the Beit Midrash. 

DAILY SERVICES  

WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP 

Monday, August 21st at 7:15PM  
Contact Joyce Weitz for more info. at 212-877-1176 

Sun. Aug 13 
Daf Yomi 7:45AM 
Shach 8:30AM 
Minchah 7:40PM   
 
 
 
 

Mon. Aug 14-  
Thurs. Aug 17 
Daf Yomi 7:45AM 
Shach 7/8AM 
Minchah 7:40PM   
 
 
 

Friday Aug 18 
Shach 7/8 AM 
Daf Yomi 7:45AM 
Minchah 7PM 
Candle Lighting 7:33PM 

Investiture of Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman 
Fifth President of Yeshiva University  
Sunday, September 10th at 11:00AM 

The event will take place in the Nathan Lamport          
Auditorium in Zysman Hall on the Wilf Campus,          

2540 Amsterdam Avenue  

SAVE THE DATE 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANK YOU TO OUR USHERS 
Alisa Gadon and Emilio Krausz 

 

MAZEL TOV 
Susan Kensky & Sam Goldman on the marriage of their son, and 
Elizabeth and Jonathan Schilowitz on the marriage of their broth-

er, Jonathan Sandor Goldman, to Sara Notkin Haralson. 
Moshe and Susan Golkin on the birth  of their daughter Rivkah 

Sara. 
 

THANK YOU TO CSS 
We would like to once again thank CSS and our dedicated CSS 
members for providing the security for our synagogue this week. 

 

DAILY MINYAN REMINDER 
As many of our regulars now disperse for the summer, we encourage 
you to strengthen our daily minyan. Come once or come often! We 

would love to have you with us. 

YL end-of-Summer BBQ 
August 27th  

Great food, beautiful rooftop and more details to come! 
 

YL Lecture Series - Eating Disorders in the Jewish Community: What to 
Know and How to Help.  

August 29th 
A thought provoking and fascinating lecture featuring Temimah Zucker, 

LMSW, and Clare, a social media phenomenon (@becomingbodypositive) 
and leading voice in the body positive movement.  

YOUNG LEADERSHIP SUMMER PROGRAMS 

 

West Side Judaica has been part of the West Side Jewish 
community for many years. The landlord once again drasti-
cally raised the rent and the proprietors are operating at 
great sacrifice. Please purchase all your Judaica needs at 

West Side Judaica to support this communal establishment. 



Worship of the Heart and Soul 
Parshat Eikev 5777 
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind 

This week’s Parsha affords us the opportunity to revisit 
the second paragraph of Kriyat Shema in context and 
discuss its powerful versus that have become an essen-
tial element of Jewish prayer throughout the ages. 
In the opening pasuk of the paragraph, Moshe 
Rabbeinu promises all future generations great reward 
in the form of success and national security, so long as 
they are committed to serve Hashem “B’chol livavchem 
u’vichol nafshichem - with all of your hearts and all of 
your souls.” (Devarim 11:13) While the pasuk refers to 
service in general, the Sifrei applies this commandment 
to the Mikdash in particular. The Sifrei teaches: When 
a Kohein engages in Avodat HaMikdash he should do 
so without distraction; focusing his heart and soul exclu-
sively on the mitzvah at hand.  
Why does the Sifrei narrow in on priestly worship? If 
anyone is trained to be diligent in mitzvah observance, 
mindful of kavannah at all times, surely it’s the Kohein 
who dedicates his life to this mission! Rav Meir Simcha 
of Dvinsk, in his Torah commentary Meshech Chochmah, 
offers a powerful and relevant reading of this Sifrei, 
one that speaks volumes about our ability to transform 
a simple mitzvah into a meaningful experience. 
Of course, writes R’ Meir Simcha, a holy priest would 
never simply distract himself from the mitzvot he per-
forms on our religions biggest stage, but after years of 
education and training, he may focus on the details, the 
meaning, the theological reasons why he is commanded 
to do what he does more than the spirit of the mitzvah 
and the majestic atmosphere of the Mikdash he is 
meant to create. Precisely because he is so educated in 
the minutia of halachic details and because he engag-

es so frequently in this form of worship, the Sifrei re-
minds him to worship with his “heart and soul” not just 
with his head. 
The same reminder reverberates in the worship of 
Modern Orthodoxy in America today. On average we 
are better educated and more skilled than most gener-
ations that came before us. High School and College 
graduates possess analytical skills, philosophical train-
ing, and the blessing of many years of education with 
which to dissect religious practice. We are capable of 
analyzing each and every mitzvah in a plethora of 
ways; how economics shapes our thinking about charity, 
how psychology underpins our approach to prayer or 
how comparative religious studies reveal similarities to 
other faiths and dogma. On the one hand we are for-
tunate to think about religion with such sophisticated 
methodology and yet, at the same time, we struggle to 
feel religion as deeply as we could. Sometimes it seems 
that to feel religion more we have to try and under-
stand it less. To better get into a mitzvah, we first have 
to get out of it. 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote about his own 
prayer experience, saying: “Never once in my life did I 
ask God for success or wisdom or power or fame. I 
asked for wonder, and he gave it to me.”  
Surely wisdom is essential to all faiths, perhaps more 
so in Judaism where Talmud Torah is of paramount 
importance. But no pursuit of knowledge can ever re-
place the soulfulness of religious life. In Shema of all 
places we are reminded not only to think about reli-
gion but to work on feeling it a little bit deeper as 
well. 
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Looking for an easy and fun way to get involved with The Center while getting some exercise and 
meeting people? If so, have you considered volunteering for CSS to help with the shul’s security on 
Shabbat and Chaggim? CSS will be holding training sessions this summer. The L2 course will be for six 
weeks starting August 6 for 2 to 2.5 hours each and will involve some physical training. Both the L1 
and L2 courses are open to all -- no prior experience is necessary. If interested, please contact Steve 
Graber at steve.graber@gmail.com. All members are welcome.   

COMMUNITY SECURITY SERVICE 

mailto:steve.graber@gmail.com

