
EREV SHABBAT 
7:00PM Minchah  
7:00PM Young Leadership Kabbalat Shabbat (4th floor) 
7:44PM Candle-lighting  
 
SHABBAT  
7:30AM Hashkama  
9:00AM Shacharit  
9:15AM Hashkama Shiur with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind, The Great 
Summer Haftorah Controversy: Traditions and Implications 
9:30AM Young Leadership Minyan 
9:31AM Sof Zman Kriat Shema 
10:00AM Youth Groups 
11:00AM Sermon by Ora Weinbach, The Hard Work of 
Cultivating a Softer Side: What The Wayward City Can Teach Us 
About Teshuva  
4:00PM Bikkur Cholim/Bikkur in the Home  
(meet at 730 Columbus Ave.) 
6:35PM Afternoon Shiur with Rabbi Dr. Gidon Rothstein, When 
Judges Need to Go Outside the Law: Three Responsa From 29 Av, 
5686 (August 9, 1926)  
6:50PM Daf Yomi 
7:35PM Minchah 
Seudah Shlishit with Rabbi Dr. Gidon Rothstein, A Responsum a 
Day as a New Model for Our Personal Torah Study  
8:43PM Shabbat Concludes 
 
THANK YOU TO OUR KIDDUSH SPONSORS: 
Seudah Shlishit Sponsor: 
Audrey Greenfeld in memory of her beloved father, Joseph 
Greenfeld 
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

WOMEN’S TEHILLIM GROUP: Monday, August 13th, 7:15PM 
Contact Joyce Weitz for more info. at 212-877-1176 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MAZEL TOV 
Esther Nussbaum on her Aliyah this week 

Chevra Daf Yomi on the completion of Mesechet Zevachim this Shabbat. 
All are invited to join them for the study of Mesechet Menachot 

beginning this Sunday morning at 7:45AM!  
 

CONDOLENCES 
Cheryl Rosenberg on the passing of her mother, Rhoda Siegel 

Zelasko 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR USHERS 
Deborah de Winter, Stephen Rutenberg and Mordechai Schwartz  

 

Thank you to our CSS members whose efforts help maintain a safe 
shul for our community.  

DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday 
August 12 
Rosh Chodesh 
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
8:30AM Shacharit 
7:40PM Minchah 
 

Mon-Thurs. 
August 13-16 
7/8AM Shacharit 
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
7:40PM Minchah 
 
 

Friday 
August 17 
7/8AM Shacharit 
7:45AM Daf Yomi 
7:00PM Minchah 
7:34PM  
Candle-lighting 

SAVE THE DATE: On their last Shabbat before leaving for 
Israel, Kiddush will be sponsored by Rachel & Rabbi Yosie 
Levine on Shabbat, August 18th. 

HIGH HOLIDAYS: For forms and to reserve your seats, visit 
www.jewishcenter.org or call The JC office. 

ROSH HASHANAH HOSPITALITY: With the High Holidays 
around corner the Hospitality Committee is looking for hosts for 
meals for members to join during the holidays. If you would like 
to help in this effort or host a meal, email 
hospitality@jewishcenter.org  

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND INVITES YOU TO LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THE GAZA BORDER CRISIS 
The Trauma, The Damage, The Needs 

Join us to meet a mother, a young pioneer, and a farmer—residents of 
Gaza border communities—who will share their personal stories of living 
under attack, with hundreds of incendiary kites, balloons, and rockets 
steadily raining down on them. Hear about the needs in their communities 
and the issues they face on the ground: their experiences running to bomb 
shelters and sleeping in safe rooms, their fears of a ruined economy, the 
ecological disaster, and their challenges dealing with Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder (PTSD)—both their children’s as well as their own. 
Thursday, August 30, 2018 | 8:00 - 10:00AM 
Park East Synagogue | 164 East 68th Street 

SHABBAT AFTERNOON WITH RABBI DR. GIDON ROTHSTEIN 
Afternoon Shiur: When Judges Need to Go Outside the Law: Three Responsa 
From 29 Av, 5686 (August 9, 1926) 
Seudah Shlishit: A Responsum a Day as a New Model for Our Personal Torah 
Study 
Rabbi Dr. Gidon Rothstein was Assistant Rabbi of The Jewish Center in 
1995/96. He has since served in the congregational rabbinate and in high 
school and adult education. He has published works of 
fiction and nonfiction; last time he was at The Jewish Center, 

he spoke about his most recent work, As If We Were There: 
Readings for a Transformative Passover Experience. He 
publishes weekly essays at Torahmusings.com, and has 
recorded a year's worth of daily classes on responsa, under 
the title A Responsum a Day, at ou.org.  

HESCHEL SHELICHA COMING TO THE UPPER WEST SIDE                     
The Heschel Middle School in Manhattan is welcoming a new Orthodox 
shelicha beginning this Fall and she is a seeking an apartment for her and 
her family on the Upper West Side. They are looking to move as soon as 
possible and are planning to stay up to three years. Please call Jack, the 

head of Judaic Studies at Heschel at 917-796-2524 with any leads. 

MAZEL TOV TO SHANI & JOSH EISEN ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON, MOSHE 

https://maps.google.com/?q=164+East+68&entry=gmail&source=g


As we head into Elul (isn't it still summer?!) and the 
shofar comes off the shelf, our thoughts naturally 
begin to turn to the solemnity and fear that dominate 
the Days of Awe. Parshat Re’eh legislates a mitzvah 
that we are told is designed to instill fear of Heaven, 
but it is a puzzling one: maaser sheni. God commands 
us to take a tithe of our annual produce, bring it to 
the Temple, and eat it in the surrounding area, “so 
that you will learn to fear the Lord your God 
forever.” (14:23) 
The Netziv asks two questions: 1) How does merely 
eating our own produce teach us fear of God? 2) 
Presumably Jews would eat their maaser sheni when 
they traveled on pilgrimage to Yerushalayim for 
Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot. But that would mean 
eating ten percent of their annual harvest in less than 
five percent of the year! Adding weight during the 
chagim is certainly not an unheard of phenomenon, 
but does the Torah really expect us to double our 
diets while we visit Yerushalayim? 
He answers that the assumptions of each question are 
correct: there is nothing about eating per se that 
enhances the fear of Heaven, nor would it be realistic 
for the Torah to legislate such swollen food 
consumption. The point is that as the period of the 
festivals passes and the family still has a pile of 
maaser sheni to eat, it will simply extend its stay in 
Yerushalayim until the sanctified food is finally gone. 
And it is that extended stay in the holy city, lingering 
in the presence of the Temple and absorbing the 
tangible awe of God radiating from it, which will 
help instill the fear of Heaven the verse describes.  
This argument sheds a fascinating light on the next 
few pesukim. The Torah states that should a family 
decide that transporting ten percent of the year’s 
crops all the way to the Temple is too much of a 
schlep, it can redeem the produce for (much more 
portable) money, and then upon its arrival purchase 

food to eat locally. But here the Torah does not 
mention fear of Heaven at all; rather it is exactly the 
opposite, as maaser sheni transforms into an 
exuberant celebration: “Spend the money on 
anything you want—cattle, sheep, wine, or other 
intoxicant, or anything you may desire. And you shall 
feast there, in the presence of the Lord your God, 
and rejoice with your household.” 
The Netziv briefly notes that once the regular modest 
menu of grains and fruits has been replaced by 
expensive meat and wine, the family will have no 
problem consuming a tenth of their annual food 
budget, and will have no need to linger in 
Yerushalayim. Therefore this section omits mention of 
fear of heaven.  
But what amazingly emerges is that the single mitzvah 
of maaser sheni offers two very different potential 
religious experiences. One could choose to fulfill the 
commandment in a manner that focuses on 
developing fear of God through an extended 
exposure to the influence of Yerushalayim, or in a 
manner that focuses on feelings of joy and love of 
God with the delicacies purchased with maaser sheni 
funds.  
The takeaway is twofold. On the one hand, this is an 
inspiring example of the halakha’s awareness of 
diverse religious strengths and needs. (Rabbi Schacter 
deals with this theme expansively in his article 
“Halakhic Authority in a World of Personal 
Autonomy” published in the book, Radical 
Responsibility.) On the other hand, the fact that both 
fear of God and joy with God could both be 
experiential themes of a single mitzvah indicates that 
they are not contradictory values, but rather essential 
complements to a well-rounded religious life. Not for 
nothing are the Days of Awe followed so closely by 
Sukkot, “The Festival of our Joy.” 
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SRAEL UPDATE August 10, 2018 

Over 150 rockets launched into Israel, woman seriously injured 

 
A woman was seriously injured in Israel early Thursday morning when a rocket launched from the Gaza 
Strip hit a home in the Eshkol regional council near the Palestinian enclave, the Times of Israel reported. 

The woman was a 30-year-old foreign worker from Thailand. She suffered injuries to her abdomen and limbs. 
Another person was lightly injured, and several were treated for shock. Thursday morning’s injuries brought the 
total of wounded on the Israeli side to five in the current cycle of violence. Rocket barrages by the Hamas 
terror group continued throughout the night. The military said over 150 rockets and mortar shells were 
launched at Israeli communities since Wednesday evening. Most of the rockets hit open areas. The Iron Dome 
defense system — which targets only missiles projected to strike communities — destroyed 25 of the rockets. 
However, several hit homes and factories in Israeli communities, causing damage. One barrage that slammed 
into the city of Sderot Wednesday evening injured three Israelis. At least eight others were treated for panic 
attacks, including two pregnant women who went into labor. In response to the attacks, the Israeli army said it 
struck over 100 Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip overnight. 
 
Our synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on issues 
affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC at (202) 639-
5200 or by visiting www.aipac.org. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/as-rocket-launches-top-150-idf-says-it-struck-over-100-hamas-targets/
http://www.aipac.org

