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ScholarStream is a four part series which will give communities the opportunity to learn from 
some of the world’s leading scholars and engage deeply with our texts and traditions. As a 
sponsor, Beth El members will have free access to the online programs via Zoom.

Equity, Forgiveness and Intersectionality 
Wednesdays at 10 PM ET / 7 PM PT

Join Ziegler faculty as they explore issues related to race, gender equality, intersectionality,  
and building a democracy of the future. 

11/11:  Rabbi Cheryl Peretz will examine the centuries old Jewish march towards gender equality  
          and justice
11/18: Rabbi Dr. Elliot Dorff will explore the concept of communal forgiveness
12/2:  Rabbi Dr. Gail Labovitz on what Exodus has to teach us about intersectionality
12/9: Rabbi Dr. Aryeh Cohen on building a multiracial democracy

Hidden Histories and Untold Stories 
Tuesdays at 8 PM ET / 5 PM PT

Join JTS scholars as they uncover the hidden context around  
biblical figures and important eras in Jewish history.

11/10: Dr. David Fishman on how religious pre-Holocaust Eastern 
          European Jewry actually was—or wasn’t
11/17: Dr. Alan Cooper on why we stopped caring about Moses’s  
          descendants
12/1:   Dr. Sarah Wolf on how foreign the beit midrash would feel  
          to the early Rabbis
12/8:  Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky on what the Bible really had  
          against Jezebel

 

She’s baaack...  
(mid November)
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Schedule of Services

Please remember Congregation  
Beth El-Norwalk in your Will

DECEMBER 
December 4

4:07pm    Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

December 5

10:00am Shabbat Service

December 11

4:07pm    Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

December 12

10:00am Shabbat Service

December 18

4:09pm    Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

December 19

10:00am Shabbat Service

December 25

4:13pm    Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

December 26

10:00am Shabbat Service

NOVEMBER 
November 6

4:25pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm  Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

November 7

10:00am Shabbat Service 

November 13

4:18pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

November 14

10:00am Shabbat Service

November 20

4:12pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

November 21

10:00am Shabbat Service

November 27

4:09pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

November 28

10:00am Shabbat Service

CLOSINGS
Office Closed: November 26, 27, December 25, January 1

The office will close at Noon on November 25, December 24, 31

Make a Minyan… No, not that  
minion, our Minyan. 8:00 am  
any and every weekday morning. 

NOTE: MINYAN REMAINS AT 8:00 AM EVEN ON HOLIDAYS.
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President’s Greeting by David Hirshfield

The State of the Synagogue, 5780
I hope this finds everyone well. What follows is an adaptation 
of the remarks I delivered on Kol Nidre in which I reported on 
the State of the Synagogue. 

This is the third time I’ve addressed you from the bimah on 
Kol Nidre—but this is by far the strangest. In past years, 
as I began to speak it was reassuring to look out and see so 
many of you sitting in your usual seats—but tonight the 
sanctuary is empty. We are all remote tonight, as we have been 
throughout the High Holidays. Our gatherings reflect more 
than six months of social distancing and have all been online 
since early March. Morning minyan, Shabbat services, Shiva 
minyans; meetings of various committees; the board; the 
executive committee; and various committees; the book club; 
and social gatherings—all are on line. We have been able to 
gather together for a few in-person Friday evening services in 
our parking lot, as we did for Tashlich and to hear the Shofar 
on the second day of Rosh Hashana. But those exceptions 
underscore our shared current reality. 

And this reality is one that would have been hard to conjure 
in February. Conducting services via Zoom; chanting the 
blessings over the Torah—each from our den at home—while 
the Rabbi chants the Torah reading—from her dining room 
table, no less—became our normal practice. We’ve joined 
together to celebrate three b’not mitzvah remotely. But back 
in February our regular Shabbat announcements made sure 
to remind us all to refrain from using our cell phones while 
enjoying kiddush together.

Why mention that? Because I believe it underscores a 
key strength of our community, and in particular of our 
leadership. Soon after the pandemic forced us to abandon in-
person services, Rabbi Paskind provided clear guidance, based 
on halacha, to support the use of technology on Shabbat in 
order to facilitate remote services. I feel fortunate to be part 
of a community that fully embraces this flexibility. Pikuach 
nefesh—the principal that preservation of life overrides nearly 
every other commandment—is why we aren’t gathering 
together in shul—and why we will continue to offer remote 
access to services even as we eventually begin gathering 
together. In my view, our online gatherings have insured 
that we also preserve the life of our community. Other 
communities—including other Conservative synagogues—
have not adopted this flexible approach. And while I’ve often 
heard our shul described as “traditional,” I’m thankful that 
we’ve been willing to listen to new ideas and to adopt new 
practices in order to sustain the life of our community.

These High Holiday services are a great example of that 
very point. Rabbi Paskind first convened the High Holiday 
Committee before Shavuot so that we could begin discussions 
about the Yamim Noraim. When we first met, it wasn’t clear 
whether social distancing rules would still be in place four 
months later. But what format would services take? How 
would we provide the familiar experience we all cherish if we 
were all connecting remotely? 

The answer is before us. Strong voices on the HHD 
Committee urged the rest of us to consider a new, fresh 
approach. Rather than provide a single path, based on the way 
we’ve always done things, we were encouraged to consider 
ways to provide choices. Beginning with Rosh HaShanah, 
and continuing through Neilah at the conclusion of Yom 
Kippur, the committee’s approach mixed together the core, 
community-wide shared experiences with other opportunities 
for youngsters; for study; or spiritual introspection. I’d like to 
thank the members of the HHD committee for all their hard 
work—Jody Dietch, Steve Frey, David Loewenberg, Andrew 
Moss, Marvin Rosenbaum, Keith Satter, Riva Silverman, and 
Jim Sugarman—and to Rabbi Paskind, for providing the 
encouragement and occasional nudge to those skeptics (like 
me) who weren’t sure we could make this all work. I’d also like 
to acknowledge the broad support for this approach expressed 
by the Board of Trustees and the rest of the synagogue’s 
leadership. Yasher koach.

But wait, I can hear some of you saying – Hirshfield is meant 
to be discussing the State of the Synagogue. All we’ve heard 
about is how we’ve reacted to COVID. That’s nice. But what 
else is happening?

Plenty.

Some highlights:

•	 First, as I announced right before Rosh Hashanah, 
I’m very pleased to announce that Rabbi Paskind will 
continue to lead our community through June, 2024. The 
Congregation and the Rabbi have agreed to a renewal of 
her current term for an additional three years, beginning 
in July, 2021. I am thrilled we will continue to benefit 
from her energy, insight, enthusiasm, and innovative 
leadership over the coming years and I look forward to 
our continued partnership. 

•	 Despite all the uncertainty caused by the pandemic, I’m 
very pleased to report that there are about 15 students

Continued on page 4 
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currently enrolled in our Nitzan nursery school. The 
school has been meeting in person since early September 
and Amy reports that they’re off to a great start to the year.

•	 Our Navasky religious school students are back as well, 
meeting using a hybrid model that combines in-person 
with remote learning.

•	 Greg Williams, who has served the congregation for more 
than thirty years, has retired. We wish Greg all the best as 
he moves onto the next chapter of his life. 

•	 It may be hard to think back that far, but the synagogue 
completed work on three capital improvement projects 
last winter—repaving the sidewalk, repairing the kitchen 
drainage problem, and replacing and repairing parts of 
the roof. The Gala, in early March, was the first event in 
some time at which we had a fully-functioning kitchen, 
complete with running water.

•	 The synagogue is doing what we can to support sustainable 
energy—we are looking closely at installing solar panels 
on our roof that will generate about 95% of the power we 
need. We hope to finalize the deal in the next month or so.

•	 CBE is the recipient of a $50k grant from the Department 
of Homeland Security, administered through the State 
of Connecticut, to make security enhancements to 
our building. We were among 19 houses of worship 
and communal organizations selected from almost 50 
applicants this year.

•	 The synagogue participated in the Paycheck Protection 
Program, part of the economic stimulus legislation that 
was enacted at the end of March. We expect the loan 
received in April will be forgiven.

•	 Overall, our financial position remains solid. The money 
we’re not spending in some areas (security or kiddush) 
is partly offset by new pandemic-related expenses. We 
have lost around a dozen members over the past year for 
a variety of reasons.

Finally, I’d like to go back to a theme from the remarks I 
delivered last year. I talked about the differences between how 
we observe Pesach and the High Holidays: Pesach relies on 
collecting at home to celebrate and enjoy the Seder with family 
and friends; our HHD observance depends on communal 
gathering—and I went on to emphasize that our ability to 
join together was only possible because we each decided 

to contribute the resources needed so that our community 
might continue to thrive. So while it is ironic that this year 
we’re observing a communal holiday while sitting at home, it 
is entirely fitting and proper that we do so. The path ahead is 
uncertain, but I am confident that we will all find the inner 
strength and collective resources to meet those challenges and 
sustain our shul.

May we and our families all be blessed with a happy, healthy 
New Year.

B’Shalom,
David

President’s Greeting (continued from page 3) 

We welcome 
Rabbi Paskind  

back on 
November 17
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Nitzan Nursery School News by Amy SantaLucia   

Nitzan’s school year is off to a great start. I am thrilled to 
say that all the children settled into their new classrooms and 
quickly made friends. I would like to introduce you to some of 
our new families. Please join me in welcoming them:  Brooke 
Susman (Heather and Benjamin), Gabriel Sah (Larissa and 
Jason), Savannah Schlitten (Amanda and Steve), Michael 
Maiman (Eva and David), and Isaac Zamir (Mehwish and 
Ahmar). I know you will all make them feel welcome if you 
run into them around Beth El.   

We have been adhering to all our safety protocols while  
at school (temperature checks, daily health questionnaire, 
having a set of school shoes, increased cleaning etc…). We 
are working extremely hard to keep all the children and their 
families safe and healthy during this “new normal” for Nitzan 
Nursery School.

A huge thank you to all who 
came out to support Nitzan  
at our Mr. Frosty’s Fundraiser. 
After a long spring and sum-
mer, it was great spending 
time with some of our Nitzan 
friends as well as enjoy some 
fresh air… and of course, eat 
some ice cream as well.

Our first Mitzvah project of the year was a huge success. We 
collected school supplies to be donated to Jewish Family 
Services. I am so impressed with how many bags we filled 
with crayons, scissors, folders, notepads, etc.… Thank you to 
Megan Maisonet for being our “Mitzvah Mom” and helping 
us to plan some new and exciting mitzvah projects this year.

As we look outside, we see that autumn is in full swing. We 
are eagerly awaiting all that comes with it. We will continue 

to work on being thankful for all we have, practicing counting 
in Hebrew, modeling being a good friend, and trying cool 
art experiences. There is a lot of fun to be had at Nitzan—it’s 
where learning is a blast!!

Do you know any 2, 3  
or 4 year olds? Let them  

know about our wonderful  
Nitzan Nursery School!

We welcome 
Rabbi Paskind  

back on 
November 17
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Navasky News by Danielle Mittleman, Director     

This year Navasky is different than any other, as I’m sure is no 
surprise to anyone. We started with half our school in person 
and half of our students over Zoom. As you read this, things 
may even be different than that scenario. Yet, the same great 
Navasky school exists whether we are in a classroom, in our 
building, or over Zoom. We have our wonderful teachers, our 
enthusiastic children, and a curriculum that helps our children 
grow and learn.  

The children are still learning their prayers about the chagim, 
Jewish history, our mitzvot, and more. Now there are more 
ways that we can embrace our curriculum. Whether it is 
through books that we are familiar with that are now offered 
electronically, or whether it is a great new website that goes into 
more depth than our book allows. Our “new normal” affords 
us more than just a silver lining but also a new perspective.  

We are also able to be flexible. Our size allows us to be able 
to change things fairly quickly in order to make sure we’re 
meeting the child’s and family’s needs. As we move forward, 
we will do our best to adjust to any changes for our families.  
Navasky continues its great tradition of being a school that we 
are all proud of. 
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Election Day: November 3, 2020
Remember the famous aphorism attributed to William Hale 
Thompson, Mayor of Chicago from 1915-1923 and 1931-
1935 to “Vote early and often”?

The Fourteenth Amendment to the US Constitution grants 
full rights of citizenship including the right to vote to all 
men born or naturalized in the United States, while the 
Fifteenth Amendment eliminates racial barriers to voting. The 
Nineteenth Amendment enacted in 1920 grants the Franchise 
to all women born or naturalized in the United States. 
Meanwhile the Twenty-sixth Amendment lowered the Voting 
Age from 21 to 18 years old. Unlike Australia, Ecuador and 
approximately 24 other nations and some totalitarian regimes 
such as North Korea, while Americans have the right to vote, 
they are under no duty to vote. 

DO JEWISH AMERICANS HAVE A DUTY 
TO VOTE?
The eminent Rabbi, Spiritual Director and Jurist, David Evan 
Markus, makes the erudite argument (pun intended) that we 
Jewish Americans answer to a “higher authority” and thus, if 
able, have an affirmative obligation to vote.

“First, government is important. As in ancient days, we 
“pray for government’s welfare, for without fear of it [we] 
would swallow each other alive” (M. Avot 3:2). The duty to 
create and support government is one of the few duties that 
Jewish law recognizes for all, Jew and non-Jew alike (B.T. 
Sanhedrin 56a). To Maimonides (1135-1204), the purpose is 
to ensure public order (Mishneh Torah, Melachim 9:14); to 
Nachmanides (1194-1270), the purpose extends to include 
all social welfare (comm. B.T. Avodah Zara 4a). Public safety, 
health, social equity, the rule of law – the very fabric of modern 

life in an interdependent world –today require wise, effective 
and democratically accountable government as never before.

Second, Jewish tradition views government as a human 
partnership with God. Where Torah predicts that Israelites 
would want civil rulers instead of priests and prophets, Moses 
told the people: “[B]e sure to place over yourselves the king 
that God elects for you” (Deut. 17:14-15). The canon records 
that God chose the first king, Saul (1 Sam. 9:16-17). The 
second king, David, was chosen by God but confirmed by 
“all of Israel’s elders” (2 Sam. 5:3). The third king, his son 
Solomon, ruled in David’s bloodline but “all the people” 
together ratified his accession (1 Kings 1:39). Given this 
democratic shift, Talmud opined that not even God could 
select rulers without consulting the people (B.T. Berachot 
55a). By medieval days, when Jews elected tax collectors to 
remit Jewish taxes to Christian realms, Moses Isserles (1520-
1572) held that all taxpayers were to assemble and vote “for 
the sake of heaven” (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 
163:1). Declining to vote means ignoring Torah’s notion of 
human partnership in the “heavenly” work of government. 
On the other hand, the Chatam Sofer (1762-1839) held that 
taxpayers who didn’t vote faced no compulsion: their only 
penalty was to forfeit rights to shape election outcomes.

What the Chatam Sofer didn’t seem to understand is the 
third and most important reason Jews must vote: Jews value 
collective action so highly that the public interest can compel 
individual behavior. The Chatam Sofer didn’t understand 
the political notion of a social compact: by choosing to live 
somewhere as citizens, we bind ourselves to contract with that 
society. As Shlomo ben Meiri (1080-1174, “Rashbam”) held, 
this social compact obliges Jews to honor the realm’s civil laws 
in exchange for the realm’s benefits and protection (comm. 
B.T. Bava Batra 54b). Jewish choice of residency also triggers 
a duty to help provide the benefits of society, lest anyone’s 

Continued on page 8

Editorial Page by Rhonda & Larry Ginsberg



Page 8   November/December 2020

   

Congregation Beth El-Norwalk | 109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 |  (203) 838-2710 | www.congbethel.org
Building On Our Legacy

non-participation cause what economists call free riding. (If 
anyone could take a public good without giving, then all 
would have the same incentive—and the public good itself 
could disappear.) For this reason, Jews must not only pay 
for public benefits they receive (B.T. Bava Batra 8a) but also 
directly help as needed to serve the public (B.T. Bava Metzia 
108a).

While [in] Talmud’s day the main concerns for collective 
action were flood control, public transportation, civil defense 
and public health, in our day these concerns depend mainly 
on government. It is via government that Jews fulfill their 
civic duty to communities where they maintain residence 
and citizenship – not only by paying taxes, but also through 
public service and especially by voting.

The implications are profound. Most pundits and rabbis 
describe the so-called “Jewish vote” in terms of Israel and 
Mideast policy, but the real “Jewish issue” is government’s 
effectiveness to perform its public duties. Understood 

properly, government’s whole agenda—public health and 
safety, social policy, criminal justice, environmental protection 
and more—is a “Jewish issue.” All are necessary concerns of 
Jewish voters as Jewish voters. That is the Jewish commitment 
to our nation, tradition and values—whatever our personal 
politics and partisanship may be.

Judaism’s wisdom tradition teaches that “You do not need to 
finish the work, but you are not free to desist from it” (M. 
Avot 2:16). Maybe no single election will fix the nation’s 
fate, but every election is important – and Judaism’s value of 
collective action mandates Jews to pitch in. If you’re a citizen, 
you are not free to stay home on Election Day. You are not 
free to free-ride on the votes of others. Get to the polls. Vote.”

(For the entire article see https://www.myjewishlearning.
com/rabbis-without-borders/the-jewish-duty-to-vote/)

By your editors Larry & Rhonda Ginsberg

Editorial (continued from page 7) 

Beth El Food & Gift Cards Program
Please consider joining the growing number of congregants participating in the Food & Gift Card Program of the Synagogue. We earn a profit  
of 5-10% on your purchase of Acme, Caraluzzi, Fairway, ShopRite, Stew Leonard’s, Stop & Shop, Whole Foods and Fresh Market gift 
cards. It doesn’t cost you a penny, because the profit comes to us directly from the stores when we purchase the cards. Please fill out the form  
below and we will enroll you in the program. You may pick up the cards at the Synagogue or from one of our volunteer sellers, or we will be 
happy to DELIVER them to you on a regular basis. Remember, it doesn’t cost you anything; you buy the cards at face value from the Synagogue. 
Use them as cash at the participating stores and the Synagogue earns money! This all goes to help support our various programs. Call the office  
at 838-2710 with any questions. Thank you!

Name _______________________________________________ Telephone ____________________________

Address __________________________________________________________City _____________________

Please set up delivery of the cards on the _______ of each month.   I will pick up the cards from the Synagogue on the _______ of each month.

_______ I would prefer to pick up the cards from one of the Synagogue’s sellers.  Please tell me the name and phone number of the closest seller.

Please return this form to:  
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk, 109 East Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851  

Acme $ _______________________

Caraluzzi $ ___________________

Fairway $ ____________________  

Fresh Market $ _______________

ShopRite $ ___________________  

Stew Leonard’s $ _____________

Stop & Shop $ _________________

Whole Foods $ _________________

Food and Gift Cards
Don’t forget to buy your Food and Gift Cards!   
To order, call the synagogue at 203-838-2710  
or fill out the form below. 

COVID has hurt our sales – please support this program –we deliver!!

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/rabbis-without-borders/the-jewish-duty-to-vote/
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Donations 
General Fund

Sharon & Marc Rosen in memory of Gary Singer’s 
mother, Lillian Singer
Linda & Steve Stein in memory of Bob Wallin
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld in memory 
of Gary Singer’s mother, Lillian Singer
The Danzer family in memory of Irving Richmond
Niema Hirsch in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Maya 
Kesselman
Niema Hirsch in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Rina Eidelberg Reichgut in honor of Rabbi 
Paskind’s new daughter and Noa’s new little sister, 
Ayala Ziv Paskind
Rina Eidelberg Reichgut in memory of Gary Singer’s 
mother, Lillian Singer
Frieda & Gaby Shapira in honor of the Bat Mitzvah 
of Maya Kesselman
Anita & Steve Dienstfrey in  honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Kim Krieger & Brian Tyson in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
The Kondrat Family in appreciation of Beth El’s 
generosity and flexibility in letting them park their 
RV in Beth El’s parking lot during Tyler’s bike ride
Karen & Richard Schwam in honor of the marriage of 
Jody & Jeffrey Dietch’s son, Howie, to Katie Kantrow
Karen & Richard Schwam wishing Jody Dietch’s 
mother a return to good health
Sunny & Alan Rich in memory of Irving and Pearl 
Richmond
Sharon & Steve DeFala in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
Dorothy Grimm in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Maya Kesselman
Dorothy Grimm in memory of Michelle Fanwick’s 
father, Howard Tichauer
Dorothy Grimm in memory of Joyce Nekrich’s 
brother, Ronald Lieberman
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld in memory 
of Jeffrey Bendremer’s mother, Phyllis Bendremer
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld in memory 
of Michelle Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld in honor 
of the marriage of Jody & Jeffrey Dietch’s son, 
Howie, to Katie Kantrow
Anonymous donation in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

Karen & Harold Jackson in memory of Joyce 
Nekrich’s brother, Ronald Lieberman

Joseph Brachfeld & Sandy Levy in memory of 
Michelle Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

Dorothy Grimm in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

Florence & Paul Danzer in memory of Pearl 
Richmond

Keith Satter & Betsy Bernstein in memory of 
Michelle Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

Barbara & Harvey Hennes in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

Betsy MacCarthy in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind

Abel Savyona thanking Beth El for all the support 
through the years

Stuart Garrelick in appreciation of the efforts of 
too many to name, in planning and executing an 
amazing High Holiday experience, with particular 
kudos to Andrew Moss 

Marcia Helfand in memory of Michelle Fanwick’s 
father, Howard Tichauer

Margie & Ed Hurwitz in honor of their children 
and grandchildren, Josh & Ali Hurwitz, Avi and Zoe 
Hurwitz, wishing a happy and meaningful New 
Year to all at Beth El

Judy & Ted Semmel in memory of Joyce Nekrich’s 
brother, Ronald Lieberman

Wendy Engel for meaningful High Holiday Services

Pam & Howard Gorin with best wishes to Rabbi 
Paskind for a healthy and joyous New Year and 
with gratitude for last year’s Sukkot hospitality

Linda & Steve Stein in memory of their grandson, 
Daniel Louis Stein

Beth Barnett in honor of Torah readings by Daniel 
and Annie Mozer and thanking Beth El for being 
able to partake in Zoom High Holiday Services

Florence & Paul Danzer 

Marvin and Sarah Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Sunny Rich’s 
brother, Gerald Shadlen
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of the marriage 
of Sharon & Marc Rosen’s son Joshua to Sandy 
Cleveland

Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Gary Singer’s 
mother, Lillian Singer
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of the marriage of Jody 
& Jeffrey Dietch’s son, Howie, to Katie Kantrow
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Doug & Dr. Sharon 
Karp for never forgetting Sarah and keeping her 
name alive
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Maya Kesselman
Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Jeffrey 
Bendremer’s mother, Phyllis Bendremer
Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in memory of Gary Singer’s 
mother, Lillian Singer
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Ronni & Paul Ginsberg in appreciation of Hilary 
Shaefitz’s guidance and support
Ronni & Paul Ginsberg in honor of the marriage of 
Jody & Jeffrey Dietch’s son, Howie, to Katie Kantrow
Ellen & Joel Wasserman in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Joyce Nekrich’s 
brother, Ronald Lieberman
Ellen & Joel Wasserman in honor of Andrew Moss, 
David Loewenberg and David Hirshfield for leading 
High Holiday Services
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of the 
engagement of Ronni & Paul Ginsberg’s daughter 
Ilana to Ben Meiselman
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of Andrew Moss’ 
leadership of High Holiday Services
Doug and Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of David 
Loewenberg’s leadership of High Holiday Services
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of David 
Hirshfield’s leadership of High Holiday Services

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Anonymous donation
Karen & Kevin Lafferty
Wendy Engel in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Ken & Sue Cohn in honor of Ita and the birth of 
Ayala Ziv Paskind
Sharon & Marc Rosen in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

continued on page 10

Thank you to the following congregants whose generosity helps to maintain our Congregation.

The deadline for the January/February Bulletin is December 9. Please submit articles on disk or via email to  
bulletins@congbethel.org. All charitable contributions must be submitted to the office by the last day of the 
month (November 30) to be included. Donations made between October-November will be included. Charitable 
contributions to all funds received after the deadline will be included in the following issue’s Bulletin Funds listing.
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Donations (continued from page 9) 
Sharon & Marc Rosen in memory of Jeffrey 
Bendremer’s mother, Phyllis Bendremer
Gloria Walkoff in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Judy & Ted Semmel in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Alan & Helen Levine

Paul Singer Memorial Fund

Ronni & Paul Ginsberg in memory of Gary Singer’s 
mother, Lillian Singer

Building Fund

Irma & Joe Schachter in memory of Jeffrey 
Bendremer’s mother, Phyllis Bendremer
Irma & Joe Schachter in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
Irma & Joe Schachter in memory of Joyce Nekrich’s 
brother, Ronald Lieberman

Chesed Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Nettie Bass
Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Jeffrey 
Bendremer’s mother, Phyllis Bendremer
Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Hilary’s 
father, Nathan Krantz

Sidney J. Birnbaum  
Education Fund

Sidney J. Birnbaum in memory of his nephew, Elliot 
Birnbaum
Sidney J. Birnbaum in memory of Pearl & Irving 
Richmond

Minyannaires Fund

Paulette & Mark Brachman in memory of Sunny 
Rich’s brother, Gerald Shadlen

Navasky Religious School 
Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in honor of the marriage 
of Joan Herman-London & Donald London’s 
daughter Cara to Ross Freilich 

Nitzan Nursery School Fund

Linda & Steve Stein in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Gail & Robert Ginsberg in honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind

Karen & Richard Schwam in honor of the marriage 
of Joshua Rosen to Sandy Cleveland
Karen & Richard Schwam in honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Karen & Richard Schwam in memory of Herb 
Etkind, beloved father of Karen Etkind Schwam & 
Richard Schwam and family
Karen & Richard Schwam in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer
Elliot Gertel in memory of his beloved mother, Lusia 
Schwebisch Gertelman

Soup Kitchen Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Gary 
Singer’s mother, Lillian Singer
Raquel Stabinski-Leib in memory of best friends 
Pearl & Irving Richmond
Raquel Stabinski-Leib in memory of Robert Leib, 
Belina & Morris Stabinski, Frieda & Max Leib, Sabeto 
& Rachelle Assa, and Jacob & Miriam Stabinski

Yahrzeits

Rabbi Ita Paskind in memory of her grandfather, 
John Spiegler
Gloria Walkoff in memory of her sister, Marilyn Moss
Asher family in memory of their father and 
grandfather, Max Asher
Harvey Tuckman in memory of his mother, Nettie 
Tuckman
Marguerite Felsenfeld and Herbert Felsenfeld in 
memory of May Felsenfeld
Eleanor Dinitz in memory of her husband, Arthur 
Dinitz
The Gitlin & Weinstein family in memory of Sadie 
Gitlin & Seymour Sbinowitz
Gail & Richard Epstein in memory of Gail’s brother,  
Neil Alan Hirschhorn
Susan & Alvin Epstein in memory of Susan’s 
brother, Elliot Rothpearl
Cantor Deborah Katchko-Gray in memory of her 
father, Cantor Theodore Katchko
Bruce & Beth Billig in memory of Bruce’s mother, 
Lillian Billig 
Barbara & Harvey Hennes in memory of Harvey’s 
mother, Sylvia Hennes
Noel & Harriet Barstein in memory of Noel’s 
brother, Samuel (Zim) Barstein
Mark & Barbara Zucker in memory of Matthew 
Zucker
The Asher Family in memory of their mother and 
grandmother, Sylvia Asher
Phyllis Eldridge & Martin Shankman in memory of 
Phyllis’s father, Morris Tarshis

Betty Weisman in memory of her husband, 
Seymour Weisman
Joseph Brachfeld in memory of his brother, 
Emanuel Brachfeld
Joseph Brachfeld in memory of his mother, Eva 
Brachfeld
Roberta & Hal Bjornson and family in memory of 
Roberta’s mother, Beatrice Grossman

Turn Over A New Leaf!
Be A Part Of Beth El’s 

Book Club!

Thursday, November 19th 
at 7:30 PM

As Close To Us As 
Breathing

by Elizabeth Poliner

Please RSVP HERE
or email  

Barbara Lencheck: 
clio2@cs.com.

Click HERE for a  
summary of the book

https://www.congbethel.org/event/book-club-as-close-to-us-as-breathing-by-elizabeth-poliner.html
http://www.elizabethpoliner.com/works/as_close_to_us_as_breathing/



