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June/July/August 2017 Service Schedule
May 30 – Erev Shavuot
6:30 pm Tikkun Leil Shavuot &
Congregational Dinner
(Reservations Required)
6:30 pm First Study Session, followed
by dinner and more learning
8:00 pm Candle Lighting
May 31 – Shavuot
9:30am Yom Tov service
9:01pm Candle Lighting
June 1
9:30am
June 2
8:02pm
6:30pm
June 3
9:30am
June 9
8:07pm
6:30pm

Yom Tov service
(includes Yizkor)
Candle Lighting
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Shabbat Service, Bat Mitzvah
of Sadie Edelman
Candle Lighting
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

June 10
9:30am Shabbat Service
June 16
8:10pm Candle Lighting
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service
June 17
9:30am Shabbat Service, Bat Mitzvah
of Chloe Caplan
June 23
8:12pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service
(NOTE SPECIAL TIME)

July 14
8:08pm
6:30pm

THE BETH EL BULLETIN
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk
Affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America

Candle Lighting
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851
(203) 838-2710 • www.congbethel.org

July 15
9:30am

Shabbat Service

July 21
8:03pm
6:30pm

RABBI
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
NAVASKY DIRECTOR
NITZAN SCHOOL DIRECTOR

Candle Lighting
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

July 22
9:30am

Shabbat Service

July 28
7:57pm
6:30pm

Candle Lighting
Shabbat Under the Stars

July 29
9:30am

Shabbat Service

July 31 – Erev Tisha B’Av
8:15 pm Tisha B’Av Services, hosted
at Beth El, and including
our friends from TCS and 		
Temple Beth El Stamford
August 1 – Tisha B’Av
August 4
7:49pm Candle Lighting
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service
August 5
9:30am Shabbat Service
August 11
7:40pm Candle Lighting
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service
August 12
9:30am Shabbat Service
10:30am Shabbat Youth Service

June 24 – Rosh Chodesh Tammuz
9:30am Shabbat Service, Bat Mitzvah
of Jamie Leventhal
June 30
8:12pm Candle Lighting
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

August 18
7:30pm Candle Lighting
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

July 1
9:30am

Shabbat Service

July 7
8:11pm
6:30pm

August 25
7:20pm Candle Lighting
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Candle Lighting
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

August 26
9:30am Shabbat Service

July 8
9:30am

Shabbat Service

Office Closed: May 31, June 1,
July 4, September 4

August 19
9:30am Shabbat Service
10:30am Shabbat Youth Service

Join us for Minyan Monday-Friday at 8:00am

Ita Paskind
Jody Dietch
Alfred Treidel
Amy SantaLucia

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT
1ST VP HR/RITUAL
VP FUNDRAISING
VP EDUCATION
VP MEMBERSHIP
TREASURER
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
RECORDING SECRETARY
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Sharon DeFala
David Loewenberg
Stephanie Gordon
Marguerite Felsenfeld
Dina Fleischmann
Hilary Shaefitz
Ellen Wasserman
David Rossen
Esther Lester

TRUSTEES
Winthrop Baum
Brian Berger
Michael Charlip
Michelle Fanwick
Steven Freshman
Stuart Garrelick
Paul Ginsberg
Howard Greenberg

Josh Hurwitz
Josh Kesselman
Linda Lerman
Josh Lander
Barrett Lester
Melissa Marlowe
Andrew Meyers
Andrew Moss

Gary Mozer
Robert Neumann
Nancy Oberst
Sharon Rosen
Alison Sherman
Sam Shukovsky
David Weinstein
Regina Young

Lifetime Trustee
Harold Morgenthaler

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ADULT EDUCATION/SOCIAL
B’NAI MITZVAH
BUDGET
CALENDAR
DINNER/KITCHEN
FUNDRAISING
HIGH HOLIDAY
		
HOUSE
INVESTMENT ADV. COMMITTEE
L’CHAIM SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP
MEMORIAL PARK
MITZVAH DAY
NAVASKY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
NITZAN NURSERY SCHOOL
NOMINATING
OFFICE
PUBLICITY/MARKETING
RITUAL COMMITTEE
		
		
SECURITY
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE
TOT SHABBAT/YOUTH SERVICE
TRUST FUND/SPECIAL FUNDS
YOUTH

TBD
Jennifer Lipsky
Hilary Shaefitz
Michelle Fanwick
Ellen Wasserman
TBD
Marvin Rosenbaum,
Riva Silverman, James Sugarman
Winthrop Baum
TBD
TBD
Andrea Greenberg, Melissa Marlowe
Paul Ginsberg, Keith Satter 		
Jessica Rutherford, Andrew Meyers
Fran Charlip, Samantha Eskenazi
Lindsey Rossen
Keith Satter
Ellen Wasserman
Alison Sherman
David Loewenberg, David Hirshfield,
Andrew Moss, Marvin Rosenbaum,
Steven Freshman
Steven Freshman
TBD
Andrea Goldman
Robert Gordon
TBD
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Rabbi’s Table by Rabbi Ita Paskind
Summer is almost here! Our children are graduating from
preschool, middle school, and high school. They have completed their college experiences and some have even earned
graduate degrees! With the conclusion of study comes warm
weather and a sense of adventure.
The summer months are calmer on the Jewish calendar, punctuated by the remembrances of the 17th of Tammuz (a minor
fast day commemorating the breaching of the walls of Jerusalem during the Babylonian conquest in 586BCE) and the
9th of Av (the major fast commemorating the destruction of
both Temples).

• Tisha B’Av services on Monday evening, July 31 at
8:15pm, along with congregants from The Conservative
Synagogue and Temple Beth El of Stamford.
And one last one: Wherever you find yourself at the water’s
edge, take a moment to be grateful for that water, and for the
Torah it represents.
Have a relaxing, refreshing summer, and I hope to see you!
B’Shalom,
Rabbi Ita Paskind

[Side note: Beth El – Norwalk is hosting this year’s 9th of Av
commemoration, when we’ll welcome congregants from The
Conservative Synagogue and Temple Beth El of Stamford.]
During June, July, and August, we travel, relax, and go to
camp and the beach. And we should. We crave this time to
recharge our batteries so that we might be even more productive in the months ahead.
Summer fun often includes water, for obvious reasons. What
you may or may not know is that water is quite significant in
Jewish tradition. The Talmud (in Tractate Bava Kama) teaches
that biblical references to water actually refer to Torah, based
on the verse in Isaiah 55, “Ho, all who are thirsty, go to water”.
It’s a simple, straightforward analogy, as we all understand the
feeling of thirst. It’s hot and we’re parched; we’ve walked or
run for a time and need to replenish our fluids; perhaps we’ve
not had time or occasion to eat or drink for a while, and it’s
all we can think of. That stream of cold, refreshing water is a
Godsend, literally.
In a spiritual sense, of course, one who is thirsty is seeking
the fulfillment of meaningful Torah. Imagine if we felt as
parched in our souls as we do in our bodies… imagine if we
could recognize that it happens to all of us, all of the time.
Whether we realize it or not, we’re seeking spiritual uplift.
And so, perhaps, we might seek it out over the summer. It
can be serious Torah study or something a little lighter but
just as meaningful.
A few ideas:
• The first-ever Fairfield County Jewish Food Festival on
June 11 (at Temple Israel in Westport)
• Shabbat Under the Stars – Friday evening service and
dinner overlooking the water, July 28

Tisha B’Av Services
Hosted by Congregation
Beth El-Norwalk
July 31, 8:15 pm
Each year, on the 9th of Av — sometime in July
or August — the Jewish calendar plunges into
the deepest mourning. It’s the anniversary of the
destruction of the 1st Temple by the Babylonians
and of the 2nd Temple by the Romans, along
with several other tragedies in our ancient and
recent history.
Jews the world over mark the day with fasting
and the somber chanting of the Book of
Lamentations, Eicha. We sit in a darkened room,
in a circle on the floor, reading and singing by
the light of a flame or flashlight. We reflect on
the tragedies our people have endured, and we
struggle — together — to learn lessons for the
future.
Join your fellow congregants and friends from
The Conservative Synagogue (Westport) and
Temple Beth El (Stamford) for this meaningful
observance.

• Daily minyan or Shabbat services
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President’s Greeting by Sharon DeFala
Thank you to those of you who attended our annual meeting
this year — it was a cold dark rainy winter night (in April!)
For those of you who were unable to attend, I would like to
share with you the speech that I gave to honor two very important volunteers.
Thank you to all of our volunteers. It has been an active and
busy year. None of it happens without all of you. You are the
passengers on our train as well as the engine that keeps us
rolling down the track. But before the train can even move,
someone had to lay the track. And even further back, to follow the analogy, there were surveyors who measured the landscape and decided where the track should go.
Those surveyors are the volunteers I want to discuss right now.
You’ll hear tonight whether we met our fund raising budget
this year. But, if it weren’t for our treasurer, Hilary Shaefitz,
we would not even know what that budget amount should be.
You’ll hear about how many new members joined this year,
but if it weren’t for our financial secretary Ellen Wasserman,
we would be missing the personal connection that helps us
accommodate the members who need their dues adjusted.
Approximately half the volunteers on our list tonight helped
on the gala or in the kitchen throughout the year. All of those
volunteers worked within the kitchen that Ellen manages for
us, to make sure there is always an oneg, always a kiddush,
that the Friday night dinners and Yom Tov kiddushes run
smoothly, that our pantry and fridge are stocked, and that all
of it meets the kosher standards which make the difference
between a kitchen and a shul kitchen.
Those who worked on the gala know that there were four
chair people, working together. But because the gala is also a
fund raiser, Hilary had to be consulted on almost every decision. And of the jobs the four of us took on, Hilary is the cochair who ran the auction part of the evening.
In short, almost no food comes into this building, and no
money comes into or goes out of our books, without Ellen
and Hilary’s direct involvement.
While you might think that this would be sufficient credentials to make either Hilary or Ellen our volunteer of the year,
you would be mistaken. I have one more story to tell you.
This past winter we received a call we had dreaded for years.
Our overworked and overwhelmed office manager, Denise
Securra had finally hit her limit. With the professionalism we
had come to expect from Denise, she gave us two weeks’ notice and used the remaining time she spent with us to transfer
as much institutional knowledge as possible. The day she left
we had no successor in place ready to start the job.

Miraculously, though, our congregation never missed a beat.
From the moment Denise gave her notice, until well after our
new director Jody Dietch took the reins, Hilary and Ellen ran
this entire organization themselves.
In addition to being our financial Secretary, kitchen chair, and
a past president, Ellen Wasserman showed up practically every
day to learn Denise’s job, and then do that job in Denise’s
absence.
In addition to being our treasurer, and a co-chair in the kitchen and the gift shop, and the gala, Hilary Shaefitz showed up
practically every day to learn Denise’s job, and then do that
job in Denise’s absence.
Now, THAT’S how you become volunteer of the year.
Hilary and Ellen, I really cannot imagine how this congregation could have survived this year without the two of you.
Here is a small token for each of you, with this congregation’s
sincere gratitude.
Thank you.

Beth El Memorial Park
Announces New Purchase Plan
End of life decisions are the kind we often put off,
until too late. Advanced planning reduces stress and
can save your family money at the time of the funeral.
To assist in that regard, the Beth El Memorial Park
Board has authorized a new purchase plan for Beth
El members. This plan takes the cost per plot and
divides it evenly over four years. Purchasers also have
the opportunity to include perpetual care costs in
these arrangements or defer them until the time of
burial. Any outstanding costs are due at the time of
internment. For more information call the Beth El
Office or Keith Satter, Chair, at 203-856-5669.

To Our New
Members
Wendy Engel
Marty Paisner
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Navasky News by Al Treidel, Director of Education
We have enjoyed another wonderful year at Navasky Explorers
and I am very excited to share some add-ons to next year’s
program. First, our once a month pre-school program known
as K’tanim is being expanded. We are adding an additional
teacher to our staff and we will be offering separate 3’s and
4’s programs on the same days. Our new teacher plays guitar,
sings and does wonderful arts and crafts projects with the
kids. She has many years of experience as a very successful
pre-school teacher. We are providing an additional element
of hands-on parent involvement through activities that relate
to Hanukkah, Purim and Passover. Both parents and their
children will interact through these three special holidaycentered programs. Children will learn about all of the holidays
through stories, arts and crafts projects, singing and dancing.
K’tanim is open to both Beth El members along with
unaffiliated families. Tuition is quite minimal at $100.00 for
the year for the 10 sessions. If you know anyone interested
in providing their preschooler with an opportunity to learn
all about Jewish holidays and traditions, hearing stories
related to the Bible, learning simple Hebrew vocabulary and
interacting with other youngsters their own age, please refer
them to us. There is an added bonus of young couples getting
to know each other and establishing more play dates for
their preschoolers. Space is limited and children will be
enrolled on a first-come, first-served basis so please encourage
interested parents to contact us right away.
Parents have been asking about workshops for themselves and
their youngsters to learn more about coping with bullying
and Anti-Semitism in school. Separate workshops are being
arranged through the ADL and will be taking place here beginning in the fall. There will be no fee assessed for Beth El
families for the workshops. More information will follow.
In the course of the school year, we have successfully implemented our new curriculum and youngsters have gained so
much from it. Our e-siddur and reading challenges have been
so successful that some of our students completed the grade
level Siddur curriculum early and have moved on to the next
grade level. In the not too distant future, these youngsters will
move right into the enrichment portion of the Siddur curriculum. Part of the success of our school lies with the experiential
approach to learning that is fostered here at Beth El. Whether
it is through hands-on holiday celebrations, Shabbat experiences such as Shul-ins and Shabbatonim, the inter-school
Israeli Independence Day celebration at the Shelton Sports
Center, the 6th Grade Parsha Expo, Torah reading Siyyum,
hands-on activities, music, dance and other ways of learning
outside of desk work, our youngsters excel and demonstrate
a greater commitment to Jewish learning. We employ 21st
century learning strategies through effective use of technology.

Recently, we had a very important visitor to our school who
commented how exciting and special Navasky Explorers is.
She strongly urged us to go out to the community and spread
the word about our very special learning environment. Feel
free to tell others and please encourage them to be in contact
with us to hear all about the great learning opportunities that
we offer. Please spread the word about Navasky Explorers.
For more information on K’tanim or Navasky, call me at
203-838-2710 or on my cell at 203-461-1305 or email me
at treidad@aol.com. Enjoy the summer months and feel free
to stop by.

Mazal Tov to our
Graduating High School
& College Seniors:
Alec Biegen, Hobart College, Class of 2021
Marley Caplan, Sarah Lawrence College, Class of 2021
Joshua Hirshfield, UCONN, Class of 2021
Ari Lander, University of Indiana, Class of 2021
Cole Lipsky, Syracuse University, Class of 2021
Zander Rappaport, Temple University, Class of 2021
Noah Saffan, Gettysburg College, Class of 2021
Joan Fanwick, Temple University, Class of 2017
Jacob Feldheim, Eastern CT State University, Class of 2017
Alec Lasky, UCONN, Class of 2017

Do you know any 2, 3 or 4
year olds? Let them know
about our wonderful
Nitzan Nursery School!
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Nitzan News by Amy SantaLucia, Director
We are springing into summer at
Nitzan Nursery School… can’t
believe another school year has
come and gone. We are still accepting applications for not only
our 2017-2018 school year, but
also for our Summer Fun camp
program. If you know anyone
who might be interested in our
wonderful program, please have
them get in touch with me.
Have you noticed the beautiful flowers on the playground
along our fence? We planted them with the children. What
a great lesson for the children to learn how to care for plants
and see their hard work pay off. Not to mention, the beauty
it adds to our school space.
In celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut, Nitzan students boarded a
plane to Israel (each with their very own passport of course).
Our very own Rabbi Paskind was the pilot for our El Al
flight. After arriving safely, the children got to tour around
many of the big cities in Israel as well as go on a dig in the
desert. What an exhausting, but fun trip it was!!
The children had a blast at our annual St. Jude’s Trike-a-thon.
Our social hall was transformed into a bike riding path that
our students navigated around on their bikes. Of course they
had to be on the lookout for any obstacles and speed bumps.
You may have seen the event covered on Channel 12 news!
Through this activity, Nitzan was able to raise over $1,000 to
be donated to St. Jude’s – what a mitzvah.
A big hit every year is when Sparky the Fire dog comes to visit.
Sparky comes to share his knowledge of fire safety with our
students. The children all love this little robot – don’t get too
close though, you might get squirted with water.
We held our second annual Nitzan Night at Mr. Frosty’s IceCream shop. What a fabulous night. The children had a blast
and… ate lots of ice-cream.
Lag B’Omer/Field day was a huge success – a fun day was had
by all. We set up field day games on our playground and had a

Keep those Box Tops coming… Nitzan
earns 10 cents for each one we collect!
friendly competition. We all enjoyed the beautiful weather. We
even had a “bomb fire” on the playground that all the students
helped to build. To top off the day, we had ice-pops for snack.
Our weeks were busy, filled with a visit from Ms. Karen and
Chester the Trunk. She helped us act out nursery rhymes.
We also got to spend more time with our Israeli Emissaries.
Noa and Rotem connect so nicely with our students. They
really look forward to their visits. A school favorite is our visit
from Coach Denise from Jump Bunch. She always brings the
most exciting games to play with our students.
Can’t forget our moms… the children worked hard to create a
very special gift to give to their moms for Mother’s Day. They
painted terracotta pots and then planted flowers in them.
They came out quite beautiful – what lucky moms we have!
On June 8th we will be holding our annual “Ice-Cream
Social” on Nitzan’s playground from 4:00-6:00. All Nitzan
alumni are invited. Please RSVP to Morah Amy if you plan
on attending.
On June 9th we will have our “Goodbye Party/Moving Up”
celebration. It is always such a bitter sweet day for the teachers
and parents. We are so proud of the children and how they
have grown over the year, but it is also sad to say goodbye to
our friends who will be off to kindergarten in the fall. We
always hope they come back to visit us. We will be singing
some specially chosen songs to the families. Then we will all
join together to celebrate with cake (what’s a party without
some cake?). The day will be topped off by a sing-a-long with
our favorite musician… Tom Weber.
We are now onto Summer Camp. We have many fun themes
planned for the summer and a lot of exciting activities. Of
course, the water table, sprinkler ball and water sprayers will
be a big hit on those hot days. Stop by camp and see what we
are up to.
In August, Rabbi Paskind and I will run our “Watermelon
Wednesday” program every week from 9:30-10:00 am for
children five and under. Please stop by to listen to some music
and have some watermelon!

Congregation Beth El-Norwalk | 109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 | (203) 838-2710 | www.congbethel.org
Building On Our Legacy

June/July/August 2017

Page 7

B’nai Mitzvah
Sadie Edelman is thrilled to
be called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on Jun 3, 2017.
Sadie is the daughter of
Caryn and Dan Edelman and
the sister of Nate Edelman.
She lives in Weston and is
a seventh grader at Weston
Middle School, where her
favorite subjects are Math and
English. Sadie loves to play
piano and to compose music.
Sadie also enjoys tennis, filmSadie Edelman
making and art at the New
Jersey Y Camps, NahJeeWah and Cedar Lake, where she
will be returning for her sixth summer this year.
At age three, Sadie learned how to play chess by watching her
dad teach her brother. She began competing in New York City
when she started Kindergarten, and quickly won her first tournament at age five. Sadie continued her chess success throughout her elementary years, placing and winning in several local
and national tournaments. She represented the United States
twice in the World Youth Chess Championship, first in Slovenia (2012) and then in South Africa (2014). Sadie was awarded the title FIDE Woman Candidate Master in 2014.
For her Mitzvah project, Sadie has been researching Parkinson’s
Disease. Her grandfather suffers from this ailment, and Sadie is
determined to help find a cure. She will donate part of her gifts
to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research,
and greatly appreciates any donations made by others as well.
Becoming a Bat Mitzvah has been an exciting and sometimes
challenging adventure for Sadie. She views it as an entrance to
her Jewish adult life. Sadie intends to continue her religious
education and to become a madricha at Navasky next year.

Thank you to all of Sadie’s Nitzan Nursery School and Navasky Religious School teachers. Thank you to Bracha Moshe
for your expert tutelage and to Rabbi Paskind for all your
support and guidance toward Sadie reaching this special day.
Hello, my name is Jamie
Leventhal and I am very
excited to be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday, June 24, 2017. I live
in Wilton with my parents,
Melissa, Jason and younger
brother Jack. I am a 7th grader
at Middlebrook School.
I enjoy being active, playing
sports, and have been part
of Wilton’s travel soccer and
Jamie Leventhal
basketball teams since I was
younger. Some of my other interests include doing various
volunteer activities through Girl Scouts, spending time with
family and taking trips to Hershey Park in the summer for
some thrill rides.
For my Mitzvah project, I collected supplies for the Children’s Ward at Norwalk Hospital so that the children could
do art and craft projects while they are getting better at
the hospital. This project has allowed me to work with
local businesses, my school, and synagogue while learning
the importance of working together within the community.
A special thank you to all my Hebrew school teachers,
Rabbi Paskind and Neima Hirsch for all their support and
help through my Bat Mitzvah preparation. Please join me in
celebrating my big day, as becoming a Bat Mitzvah means a lot
to me as I begin my responsibilities as a young Jewish adult.

Chloe Caplan will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on June 17. She lives in Weston, Connecticut with her family, her parents, Lysa and John, her sister, Marley, a senior in High School who
will be leaving for Sarah Lawrence in the Fall and, her brother, Julian, a freshman in high school
and, last but not least, her puppy, Louie.

Chloe Caplan

Chloe, when not practicing and preparing for her Bat Mitzvah, enjoys playing guitar, is an avid
reader, hikes with Louie, and spends time with family and friends. Chloe is also looking forward to
spending her 5th year at Camp Young Judaea. She has been a Girl Scout for six years and is working
on a community service project that she believes very strongly in and is also her Bat Mitzvah project.
Chloe is trying to educate the public on the importance of saving the world’s honey bees (numbers
are greatly diminishing). She is selling homemade products made from local honey. The proceeds are
being donated to help the cause. Becoming a Bat Mitzvah has been years in the making. Her teachers
at Navasky, Rabbi Paskind, Bracha Moshe, Camp Young Judaea and her family have given Chloe
her Jewish identity, knowledge, dedication and love of Judaism that have led her to this special day.
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NEW! OPINION/EDITORIAL
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy
or position of Congregation Beth El-Norwalk, its clergy, staff, or volunteers.

To the Editor:
At a time when the BDS (Boycott, Divestiture and Sanctions)
movement is challenging the legitimacy of the State of Israel,
we should look at the legal basis for Israel’s existence.

United Nations. This resolution and admission are now being
challenged by the Palestinians as an advisory opinion only.

Many believe erroneously either the Balfour Declaration or
President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points at the Versailles
Peace Treaty constitute the legal basis for the existence of the
State of Israel. The Balfour Declaration, a letter from British
Foreign Minister Balfour to English Lord Rothschild was but
one of many promises to various ethnic groups in the Middle
East promising lands and/or recognition at the time. The
Declaration was probably not worth the paper it was printed
on, since it promised the Jews land that it did not control.

This is wrong. At the time, in February, 1949, the procedure
for recognizing and admitting a new state to the UN was that
a majority of the Security Council had to recommend to the
GA that said state be admitted to the United Nations and twothirds of the GA had to approve this admittance. On March 4,
1949, the Security Council recommended Israel’s application
for UN membership by a vote of nine to one with one
abstention. On May 11, 1949, the GA voted 37 to 12 with
nine abstentions to admit Israel as the 59th member of the
UN. Twenty nations recognized Israel as a sovereign nation by
December 31, 1948. Between January 1, 1949 and May 11,
1949 Israel was recognized by an additional 32 nations.

The Fourteen Points proposed by US President Woodrow
Wilson, as a basis for the Versailles Treaty of 1919, is also
inapplicable. The United States was never at war with the
Ottoman Empire in World War 1 and hence, was not involved
in those peace negotiations.

The attempts to delegitimize the State of Israel are red herrings.
Israel’s right to exist as a sovereign nation is based upon its
legitimate admission to the United Nations in May of 1949
and the recognition by most of the legitimate existing nations
in the world.

The first major treaty that actually was involved in determining
the legitimacy of British control of Palestine was the 1920
Treaty of Sevres, in effect ending the war with the Ottoman
Empire and partitioning its provinces. The 1920 Treaty of San
Remo awarded Palestine (then called South Syria) to Great
Britain as a mandate. The mandatory power, (in this case Great
Britain) was supposed to prepare the indigenous population of
the mandated territory to become independent.

Very truly yours,
Larry F. Ginsberg

Following World War II and the Holocaust, the United Nations
confirmed Great Britain as the mandate power controlling
Palestine, and Palestine erupted in civil war between the Arabs
and the Jews. The Jews sought an independent state and the
Arabs, for the most part, also sought independence from
Britain. The British, unable to stem this civil war, surrendered
their mandate back to the UN.
The UN General Assembly (GA) voted in November, 1947 to
create a Jewish state and an Arab state in the former land of
Palestine. The Jews accepted the resolution and formed the State
of Israel by a Declaration of Independence on May 14, 1948.
The Arabs of Palestine rejected the resolution and continued
the civil war. Seven neighboring Arab nations became involved
in what is now known as Israel’s War of Independence.
On May 14, 1948, both the US and the USSR recognized
Israel as a sovereign state. On May 11, 1949, pursuant to a
UN General Assembly resolution, Israel was admitted to the

Excerpted from:
Jerusalem Post Israel News Politics And Diplomacy
May 2, 2017

UNESCO DISAVOWS ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY IN
JERUSALEM IN 22-10 VOTE
BY TOVAH LAZAROFF, HERB KEINON

Netanyahu claims victory as number of opponents drops;
Palestinians say international law upheld
A UNESCO vote disavowing Israel’s sovereignty in Jerusalem
that passed with only 38% of the voting countries actually
supporting the measure represents a diplomatic victory for
Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Tuesday,
soon after the vote.
With 22 nations supporting the measure, 10 opposing it,
23 countries abstaining and three absent, the 58-member
UNESCO Executive Board gathered in Paris on Israel’s birthday
approved the resolution referred to as “occupied Palestine.”
continued on the next page
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.......
“I know that today there is a vote in UNESCO that will try to
deny that simple truth, we reject UNESCO,” he said.
Throughout Jewish history, he added, Jerusalem was “the heart
of the people, the place to which everyone turned to, went to
and prayed toward.”
Netanyahu was heavily involved in efforts… to get states that
appeared as if they would support the watered-down resolution
that was agreed upon with the Palestinians to vote against. The
US, according to senior diplomatic officials, was also involved
in this effort.
.......
“The number of countries who support this absurd UNESCO
resolution is getting smaller,” Netanyahu told the diplomatic
corps at an Independence Day reception.
It’s a significant shift from the passage of UNESCO Jerusalem
resolutions last year, with 33 nations approving a controversial
anti-Israel text in April and 24 voting for it in October.
With a determined effort, it will be possible to whittle that
number down further, “because there is no need for these types
of votes in the UN,” Netanyahu said.

Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely said that the “expected
political decision by UNESCO only hurts the relevance of an
organization that is supposed to preserve culture and heritage,
but which time after time is derelict in its duty when it comes
to Israel.”
Israel, she said, “does not need legitimacy from political
organizations for its unshakable historic connection to our
eternal capital Jerusalem, a connection of more than 3,000
years that speaks out from every stone in the city.”

Food and Gift Card Certificates
Don’t forget to buy your Food and Gift Cards! To order, call the synagogue at 203-838-2710 or fill out the form below.

Beth El Food Certificate Program

Please return this form to:
Congregation Beth El, 109 East Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851

Please consider joining the growing number of congregants participating in the Food Certificate program of the Synagogue. We earn a profit of
5-10% on your purchase of Acme, Caraluzzi, Fairway, ShopRite, Stew Leonard’s, Stop & Shop, Whole Foods and Fresh Market
certificates. It doesn’t cost you a penny, because the profit comes to us directly from the stores when we purchase the certificates. Please fill out the
form below and we will enroll you in the program. You may pick up the certificates at the Synagogue or from one of our volunteer sellers, or we
will be happy to DELIVER them to you on a regular basis. Remember, it doesn’t cost you anything; you buy the certificates at face value from the
Synagogue. Use them as cash at the participating stores and the Synagogue earns money! This all goes to help support our various programs.
Call the office at 838-2710 with any questions. Thank you!

Name________________________________________________ Telephone_____________________________
Address___________________________________________________________City______________________
Acme $________________________

Fresh Market $________________

Stop & Shop $__________________

Caraluzzi $____________________

ShopRite $____________________

Whole Foods $__________________

Fairway $_____________________

Stew Leonard’s $______________

Please set up delivery of the certificates on the _______ of each month. I will pick up the certificates from the Synagogue on the _______ of each month.
_______ I would prefer to pick up the certificates from one of the Synagogue’s sellers. Please tell me the name and phone number of the closest seller.
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Hi Beth El!
My name is Jessica Singer, daughter of Susan and Gary Singer.
I have been invited to travel to Israel this summer as a member
of Team USA, to pole vault at the 20th World Maccabiah
Games. I am extremely excited for this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity!
Maccabi USA emphasizes Jewish values in addition to athletics.
Therefore, it is a requirement of participation that each athlete
raise money for the organization. I will need to raise $8,000 by
the time the Games end in mid-July. This is a pretty daunting
task especially since I am in med school, which hasn’t exactly
allowed time for creative and fun fundraising opportunities.
I’d like to humbly ask for your support. Below is the link to my
personal fundraising page on the Maccabi USA website. I hope
that you will consider supporting Maccabi USA. Any amount
helps and I will be most appreciative of whatever you can do.
Thank you so much!
http://support.maccabiusa.com/goto/jessica_singer

Congregation Beth El-Norwalk’s

Gift & Simcha Shop
is Getting READY!
Summer is fast approaching
and we will begin shopping for new
and exciting merchandise for the
New Year. But we can still help you
with Father’s Day, Graduation and
Teacher gifts!!!
We have…
• A Lovely Array of Tallitot
• Mezzuzot
• Kiddush Cups & Candle Sticks
• Challah Boards, Knives
and Covers
• House Gifts and Toys
• And so much more!!!
When Navasky is in session, we are
available at the Gift Shop Sunday
mornings from 9:30 am – Noon.
Once Navasky closes its doors for the summer,
we will be thrilled to meet with you so you can
shop ‘till you drop.

Mark Your Calendars for The High Holidays:
Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 21st
Friday, September 22nd

Contact Nancy Oberst (nancy@oberstlaw.com) or
Hilary Shaefitz (shaef@optonline.net) and we will
be glad to schedule a time to meet with you.

Kol Nidre
Friday, September 29th
Yom Kippur
Saturday, September 30th

Norwalk Community Ramadan Iftar
The Greater Norwalk community is invited to an
Iftar (nightly breaking of the fast during Ramadan)
at Norwalk’s Al Madany Islamic Center. This is a
wonderful opportunity to join our friends during
their holiest season and to enjoy a meal together.
Tuesday, June 13th
7:30pm – 10pm
1 Union Park in Norwalk
Call 203-517-6526 to RSVP
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Thank you to the following congregants whose generosity helps to maintain our Congregation.

General Fund
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of
Fred Posner
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of
John Deliyannides, Jr.
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of
Irving Sherinsky
Bob & Gloria Berman in honor of Alan
Dubrow’s 80th Birthday
Elliot & Vivian Stoll in honor of Alan
Dubrow’s 80th Birthday
Jerry Fine in honor of his Aliyah at the
Passover service
Craig Ertlmaier

Marvin & Sarah Rosenbaum
Kiddush Fund
Paul & Ronni Ginsberg wishing Mazal Tov to
Lauren Karp and Andrew Bonnesen on their
engagement
The Karp Family in honor of Josh Hirschfield’s
acceptance to the University of Connecticut
and recent graduation
Dr. Sharon & Doug Karp in appreciation of
Rabbi Paskind
Dr. Sharon & Doug Karp in appreciation of
Rabbi Fish
Marvin Rosenbaum to Sandy Levy & Joe
Brachfeld in honor of Hannah Levy’s Bat
Mitzvah
Marvin Rosenbaum to David Loewenberg
& Pamela Feldstein in honor of Daron
Loewenberg’s Bar Mitzvah
Marvin Rosenbaum to Josh & Ali Hurwitz in
honor of Avi Hurwitz’s Bar Mitzvah
Joel & Ellen Wasserman in memory of
Helene Rosenthal

Bruny Nieves Cortes in memory of Ana Louisa
Nieves Cortes

Winthrop & Stefanie Baum in memory of
Merle Baum

Jeffery Silberman & Linda Lerman
John & Lysa Caplan

Winthrop & Stefanie Baum in memory of
Walter Baum

Soup Kitchen Fund

Helen Wallerstein in memory of
Irene Schoenberger

Hilda Kadden in memory of Ellen Bernheim

Beatrice Nemzer in memory of
Bernard L. Kabacoff

Hilda Kadden in memory of Ed Rockoff
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz & Family in memory
of Irving Sherinsky

Marvin & Harriette Goldstein in memory
of Esther Cherdack

Donald & Hilary Shaefitz & Family in memory
of Sam Shaefitz

Gary & Susan Singer & Family in memory of
Bernard Olshansky

Minyannaires Fund

Gary & Susan Singer & Family in memory of
Jacob Olshansky

Mark & Paulette Brachman in honor of Alan
Dubrow’s 80th Birthday

Gary & Susan Singer & Family in memory of
Sonia Olshansky

Navasky Religious School Fund

Gary & Susan Singer & Family in memory of
Paul Singer

Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of
Helene Rosenthal

The Karp Family in memory of Nathan Karp

David & Beverly Stein in memory of Helene
Rosenthal

Nitzan Nursery School Fund
Harvey & Barbara Hennes in memory of
Marilyn Hyman

Phyllis Gitlin in memory of Robert Gitlin
Robert Pravder & Gail Berritt Pravder in
memory of Ruth Pravder
Richard & Phyllis Weisberg in memory of
Abraham Hertz
Brenda Cooper in memory of Lena Solomon

Harvey & Barbara Hennes in memory of
Carole Cohen

Keith Satter & Betsy Bernstein in memory of
Debra Satter

Amy SantaLucia & the Nitzan staff in memory
of Helene Rosenthal

Meyer Sherman’s Family, Elaine, David, Patti,
& Jody, in memory of Meyer Sherman

P. Wolf Ramah Fund

Judy Kaslove in memory of Bernard Kaslove

David & Esther Lester

Donald Ferguson & Sandra Schub Ferguson
in memory of Isidore Schub

Torah Repair Fund

Larry & Sue Bai and Cindy Gagnon in memory
of Eli Bai

David & Esther Lester

Jack & Marilyn Rice & Family in memory of
Leo Rice

Richard & Karen Schwam in memory of
Fred Posner

Yahrzeit

Steven & Marguerite Felsenfeld in memory
of Helene Rosenthal

Winthrop & Stefanie Baum in memory of
Emanuel Meyer

Larry & Rhonda Ginsberg in memory of
Irving Ginsberg

Winthrop & Stefanie Baum in memory of
Ivan Meyer

Paul & Ronni Ginsberg in memory of Irving
Ginsberg
Linda Lerman, Jeffery Silberman, Avi & Dina in
memory of Sidney Lerman

The deadline for the September/October Bulletin is August 7. Please submit articles on disk or via email
to bulletins@congbethel.org. All charitable contributions must be submitted to the office by the last day of the
month (July 28) to be included. Donations made between May-July will be included. Charitable contributions
to all funds received after the deadline will be included in the following issue’s Bulletin Funds listing.
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