
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk | 109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 |  (203) 838-2710 | www.congbethel.org
Building On Our Legacy

February 25 at 5:00pm
#CBEMASKerade

Take a selfie with your mask and post it to social media: 
#CBEMASKerade

PARKING LOT PURIM PARKING LOT PURIM

Honk your car horn 
in place of a grogger or 

use a clown horn

Costume 
Your Car Bring a food 

donation for the
food bank

Inside Rabbi’s Table ..........................................3
School & Youth News ..........................4

Editorial .................................................6
Donations  ...........................................14

January/February 2021
Tevet – Adar 5781 | Vol. 30, No. 1



Page 2   January/February 2021

   

Congregation Beth El-Norwalk | 109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 |  (203) 838-2710 | www.congbethel.org
Building On Our Legacy

THE BETH EL BULLETIN
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative  
Judaism and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America

109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851   
(203) 838-2710 • www.congbethel.org

 RABBI Ita Paskind  
 DIRECTOR Jody Dietch 
 NAVASKY DIRECTOR Danielle Mittleman
 NITZAN SCHOOL DIRECTOR Amy SantaLucia

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 PRESIDENT David Hirshfield
 1ST VP HR/RITUAL Keith Satter
 VP FUNDRAISING David Loewenberg
 VP EDUCATION Stephanie Gordon
 VP MEMBERSHIP Danielle Wozniak  
 TREASURER David Hirshfield
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY Marguerite Felsenfeld
 SECRETARY Gary Mozer

TRUSTEES

Cindy Almanzar
Win Baum

Brian Berger
Michelle Fanwick
Dina Fleischmann 

Steve Frey
Stuart Garrelick
Paul Ginsberg
Josh Lander

Barrett Lester

Andy Meyers
Nancy Oberst
Sharon Rosen
Hilary Shaefitz

Lifetime Trustee
Harold Morgenthaler

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

 BUDGET David Hirshfield
 DINNER/KITCHEN Ellen Wasserman
 FUNDRAISING David Loewenberg
 HIGH HOLIDAY Marvin Rosenbaum,  
  Riva Silverman, James Sugarman
 HOUSE Winthrop Baum
 INVESTMENT ADV. COMMITTEE TBD 
 L’CHAIM SOCIETY TBD 
 MEMBERSHIP Michelle Fanwick, Danielle Wozniak
 MEMORIAL PARK Paul Ginsberg, Keith Satter
 MITZVAH DAY Ilene Sumberg
 NAVASKY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL Fran Charlip
 NITZAN NURSERY SCHOOL TBD
 NOMINATING Sharon DeFala
 PERSONNEL/OFFICE Ellen Wasserman
 PUBLICITY/MARKETING TBD
 RITUAL COMMITTEE Steven Freshman, Andrew Moss,  
  Marvin Rosenbaum, Keith Satter
 SECURITY Steven Freshman
 TOT SHABBAT/YOUTH SERVICE Andrea Goldman
 TRUST FUND/SPECIAL FUNDS Robert Gordon
 YOUTH Sheri Jacobson

BULLETIN EDITORS

Rhonda & Larry Ginsberg
Erika Ruggiero, Graphic Design

REOPENING COMMITTEE

Jody Dietch
Steve Frey

Stephanie Gordon
Abram Heisler  

David Hirshfield  
Josh Kesselman

Danielle Mittleman
Gary Mozer

Nancy Oberst
Rabbi Ita Paskind  

Marvin Rosenbaum  
Amy SantaLucia  

Keith Satter  
Steve Stein

Jim Sugarman  
Ellen Wasserman

January/February 2021 Schedule of Services

Please remember Congregation Beth El-Norwalk in your Will

FEBRUARY

February 5
4:57pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

February 6
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

February 12
5:06pm    Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

February 13
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

February 19
5:15pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

February 20
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

February 25 Erev Purim
5:15pm Megillah Reading via Zoom

February 26 Purim
8:00am Morning Minyan including  
 Megillah Reading
5:23pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

February 27
10:00am Shabbat Services  
 via Zoom

 

JANUARY 
January 1
4:18pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

January 2
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

January 8
4:24pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

January 9
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

January 15
4:32pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

January 16
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

January 22
4:40pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

January 23
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

January 29
4:49pm Candle Lighting
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 via Zoom

January 30
10:00am Shabbat Services via Zoom

OFFICE CLOSED: January 1, January 18 and February 15

Make a Minyan… No, not that  
minion, our Minyan. 8:00 am  
any and every weekday morning. 

NOTE: MINYAN REMAINS AT 8:00 AM EVEN ON HOLIDAYS.
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Rabbi’s Table by Rabbi Ita Paskind

A Shehecheyanu For a New Year
There’s a tremendous feeling of anticipation in the air. The 
year 2020 is behind us, and the promise of 2021 is bright.  
As the COVID-19 vaccines have begun to be administered, 
beginning with medical professionals, we are finally able to 
see the first rays of light at the end of this long tunnel.

Back in March, during one of our first Zoom check-in 
sessions, I remember asking those in attendance this question:  
What do you think it’ll feel like when we’re able to be back 
in person?  How do you think we should mark that occasion?

And you know what?  It was just too soon to ask that question. 
Folks were still reeling from the impact of the pandemic.  Now’s 
a better time to ask that question, and to pose one answer.

When your turn to receive this life-giving vaccine comes, how 
will you mark that occasion? Perhaps you’ll take a selfie with 
your sleeve rolled up, smiling underneath your mask. Perhaps 
you’ll share that photo on social media. Both of these seem to 
be trending right now.

Perhaps you might experience your vaccination in a spiritual 
way, as a ritual marking the end of a long period of isolation.  
That certainly deserves a bracha, a blessing. Many blessings 
for this occasion are yet to be composed, but one of the very 
first that’s being shared around was penned by Rabbi Susan 
Elkodsi of the Malverne Jewish Center. I share it with you 
here, in case you’re looking for something to recite when your 
turn comes.

Master of Healing, may the One who hears prayers 
and requests, hear my prayer. I am about to be given 
a vaccine to protect me against the novel Coronavirus 
which has claimed so many lives this year. 

Divine Healer, I am grateful for those whom you have 
endowed with the knowledge and ability to create 
vaccines and medications that can protect us against or 
slow the progress of devastating diseases. I am grateful 
for my doctors and practitioners who care for me, body, 
mind and spirit. I am grateful to the miraculous work of 
the researchers, clinical trial participants, pharmacists, 
funders, manufacturers, delivery personnel and the one 
who is administering this protective injection to me 
this day. 

I know this vaccine may have side effects, and I pray for 
the strength and grace to handle any that I experience, 
and to accept that all medications and vaccines have 
potential side effects. Help my mind to be calm and to 
trust in this medication and its healing capabilities. 
I am mindful that this first dose is a new beginning 
and that I must still be careful and wear my mask 
and PPE equipment. May this vaccination bring me 
healing, and may I be granted peace of mind in the 
knowledge that I am sheltered beneath Your wings. 
May those suffering find healing and may we all only 
know health, safety and peace. AMEN

Shehecheyanu – Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler 
of the Universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us and 
enabled us to reach this moment. AMEN

With blessings for health and happiness this new year, 
Rabbi Paskind
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Nitzan Nursery School News by Amy SantaLucia   

Fresh air and exercise… what’s better than that??  Right before 
the weather got too chilly out, we were lucky enough to have 
our favorite gym class, Jump Bunch, come and visit us.  Coach 
Denise had us hopping, running and skipping all around.  We 
also had Coach Danny visit us and practice some soccer drills 
and look for treasures.

What an amazing Double Good Popcorn fundraiser we 
had—thank you to all who supported it by purchasing 
some. I will say first hand that the popcorn was delicious!!  
So many unbelievable flavors to choose from. The money we 
earned will be spent bringing in some new programming for 
the children as well purchasing some new, innovative learning 
toys.

Nitzan Nursery School has been hard at work on our Mitzvah 
projects.  Most recently, 
under the tutelage of 
Megan Maisonet, we 
have taught the children 
about the “Power of 
One.” Every time you 
purchase a canned good 

for your family, you also purchase one to donate. What an 
easy concept to learn and adapt to. All items collected have 
been donated to families in need.

Just like the rest of the United States, we at Nitzan had an 
important election in early November. We voted on our 
favorite snack – Ritz crackers or pretzels. It was a close race 
but Ritz crackers won out in the end. It is never too early to 
teach the children about having a choice and making it heard!

We were very busy prepping for Chanukah. Menorahs, 
dreidels, latkes… and much more. Due to our current 
circumstances, we livestreamed our Chanukah party this year. 
Parents and other family members were able to watch from 
home as we retold the story of Chanukah and sang some 
Chanukah songs. We rounded out the day with some yummy 
snacks and of course some gelt.

Sure has been a very busy few months here in the school wing.  
We are all ready for a restful winter break – see everyone back 
at school in 2021.
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Navasky News by Danielle Mittleman, Director     

Normally I would be saying that I’m sad to see a year go but not 2020. Navasky has met whatever 2020 has thrown at us head 
on. Every class but our K’tanim program, our preschoolers, is now being held remotely. And we’re doing well with it. For our 
older grades, they are still getting the same Judaica content and learning as they would in person and our Hebrew classes are now 
being held one on one. 

Each grade is being met with their needs at an appropriate development level. Our teachers are putting in their hard work and 
making it work. We also have some madrichim that are helping out like doing tech help with our classes. 

We aren’t sad to see 2020 go but we know that we’ve done our best and are excited to see what 2021 has in store for us. I look 
forward to Navasky’s spirit, hopefulness and great attitude towards whatever may come.  
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252 Bnei Menashe immigrants to arrive in Israel on Tuesday
The new arrivals will enter COVID-19 quarantine in the Nordiya moshav close to Netanya and will 
remain there while they adjust to their new country and learn Hebrew

The Jerusalem Post | December 14, 2020
By Jeremy Sharon

Two-hundred and fifty-two members of the Bnei Menashe 
community from India are poised to immigrate to Israel and 
will be landing in the Jewish state on Tuesday morning.

According to the Aliyah and Integration Ministry, 2,437 
people from the Bnei Menashe community have immigrated 
to Israel from their homes in northeastern India since 2003, 
although the numbers of immigrants from the region have 
dropped significantly in recent years.

“I am happy that I have the merit to bring the Bnei Menashe 
to Israel after many years of waiting,” said Aliyah and 
Integration Minister Pnina Tamano-Shata. 

The claim of the Bnei Menashe to be descendants of the tribe 
of Menashe, exiled from the Land of Israel more than 2,700 
years ago by the Assyrian empire, has aroused criticism in the 
past.

The Chief Rabbinate initially did not consider the Bnei 
Menashe to be Jewish, and their immigration was halted at 
the beginning of the 21st century.

In 2005, however, then-Sephardi chief Rabbi Shlomo Amar 
formally recognized the Bnei Menashe as descendants of one 
of the Ten Lost Tribes, although they were still required to 
convert to Judaism upon arrival in Israel.

The immigration of the 252 new immigrants was approved 
in a government resolution in October and includes among 
them 50 families, and 24 unmarried singles, four infants 
under the age of two, and 19 immigrants over the age of 62.

Their immigration was advanced by Tamano-Shata as well as 
the Shavei Israel organization, which has promoted their case 
for immigration to the Jewish state.

The new arrivals will enter COVID-19 quarantine in the 
Nordiya moshav close to Netanya and will remain there while 
they adjust to their new country and learn Hebrew, following 
which they will move to Nof Hagalil in northern Israel. 

Editorial Page by Rhonda & Larry Ginsberg

Bnei Menashe Jews are seen ahead of their aliyah.
(photo credit: ALIYAH AND INTEGRATION MINISTRY)

Editorial comment on the Ten Lost Tribes by Rhonda & Larry Ginsberg

“In the ninth year of Hoshea the King of Israel, the King of 
Assyria [Sargon II] took Samaria [721 BCE] and carried Israel 
away into Assyria and placed them in Halah and in Habor by 
the river of Gozan and in the cities of the Medes. — II Kings 
XVII. 6

So these Ten Tribes of Israel, after the Assyrian exile, in effect 
disappeared from History! But did they really?

Legend has it that a group of “little red headed” Jews and/
or the Ten Lost Tribes were encircled by a River of Fire, 
the Sambatyon, preventing their return. During the week, 
depending upon the source, it is a River of Great Fire or a 

river of great rapids and churning rocks, hence uncrossable. 
On Shabbat however the great and terrible river rests but the 
pious Jews will not cross.

In 1165, Benjamin ben Jonah of Tudela in Spain set out on 
an extended voyage to explore the known world. The known 
Jews from this time for the most part descended from the 
tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi. Benjamin, in his Famous 
Book of Travels (which today is available in an English 
translation) states that in Persia he met Jews from the Tribes 
of Dan, Zebulun, Asher and Naphtali and in Arabia met the 

continued on page 7
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Editorial (continued from page 6) 

Jews of Kheibar from the tribes of Reuven, Gad and the half-
tribe of Manasseh.

There are many theories and/or myths and legends concerning 
ethnic groups  that claim descent from these lost tribes such 
as amongst others: the Japanese, the Maori of New Zealand, 
Native Americans, Scythians, Cimmerians, Goths and British 
Israelites.

An interesting claim is made by the Lemba people of South 
Africa who believe they are descended from several Jewish 
men who traveled from Sena in Yemen to Africa in search 
of Gold. The Lemba have certain practices and rites that 
could be related to Judaism (or maybe Islam) including 
Shabbat observance, ritual slaughter of animals for food and 
refraining from Pork and other Forbidden Foods, and male 
circumcision. None of these claims substantiate a relationship 
with the Ten Lost Tribes specifically but could substantiate a 
relationship with Judaism.

Without going deeply into the Genetic evidence there are 
claims that a substantial number of Lemba men have a 
Y-chromosome which is Semitic, possibly Cohanic in origin 
much like Arabs and Jews from the Hadramaut region of 
Yemen. Though other and newer studies dispute this. South 
African Jews of European ancestry and the Jewish authorities 
in Israel do not recognize the Lemba’s claims and only accept 
those who have undergone a formal Halakhic conversion.

On December 19, 2020, The Jerusalem Post reported on 
the arrival in Israel from Northwestern India of 250 Bnei 
Menashe Jews who may be descended from the lost tribe 
of Manasseh. In 2005, the Sephardic Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Amar accepted the Bnei Menashe as descendants from the 
lost tribe of Manasseh, allowing them to immigrate as Jews 
under the Law of Return.  However they are still required  to 
undergo a formal conversion in order to be fully accepted as 
Jews. (It must be acknowledged that the Bnei Menashe did 

not maintain a connection with formal Judaism throughout 
their diaspora.)

What other groups consider themselves or are possibly 
considered  descendants of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel?  
Genetic evidence reveals that another Indian group, the Bene 
Ephraim have at least one direct or indirect ancestor from 
the Lost Tribes. They now have learned to practice Modern 
Judaism and hope to make Aliyah to Israel. Some traditions 
hold that the Assyrian Jews are descendants of the Tribe of 
Benjamin that may have been relocated to Assyria after Israel 
was conquered. However, the First Century Jewish historian, 
Josephus, states there are descendants of converts to Judaism 
from the Royal house of Adiabene. Some also surmise that the 
Kashmiri Jews may descend from the Lost Tribes but, though 
there are similarities, most scholars now believe that they 
are of Indo-Aryan and not Semitic descent. Another Indian 
Jewish Sect, the Bene Israel have been acknowledged as “Full 
Jews” in 1964 by the Israeli Rabbinate.  They are not, however, 
recognized as descendants of the Lost Tribes. Another Indian 
Sect, the Cochin Jews, seem to be genetically a mixture of 
Middle Eastern and Indian populations (3% to 20% Middle 
Eastern) and are recognized as Jews. Though several Jewish 
scholars believe that they are descended from the Tribe of 
Dan, the Beta Israel of Ethiopia (Falashas) are more likely 
descended from Ethiopians and 4th or 5th Century CE 
Jews from the Sudan. In 1973, the Chief Sephardic Rabbi of 
Israel, Ovadia Yosef first ruled that they were Jews and should 
be brought home to Israel. The Igbo Jews of Nigeria claim 
descent from the Tribes of Ephraim, Naphtali, Manasseh, 
Levi, Zebulun and Gad but this theory does not hold up to 
historical scrutiny. The Igbos are not currently recognized by 
the Israeli Supreme Court as being Jewish for the purpose of

continued on page 8
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Editorial (continued from page 7) 

Immigration to Israel. The Sefwi Tribe of Ghana is also not 
recognized even though they follow some Jewish practices 
such as Sabbath observance and circumcision on the eighth 
day. The Kaifeng Jews of China are basically assimilated into 
Chinese Society though they preserve some Jewish traditions 
and customs. Their origins and status are matters of debate.

The Pashtuns of Afghanistan and Pakistan are predominantly 
a Muslim Iranic people but believe that they descend from the 
Ten Lost Tribes. Their traditional name in Pashto, “Yusef Zai” 
translates to the “sons of Joseph.” Historical and anecdotal 
evidence suggest connections, but to date there is no scientific 
proof. Some Israeli Anthropologists believe they have the 
most compelling case of descent from the Lost Tribes. (Even 
though descent is claimed by the Pashtuns, I certainly would 
not expect mass conversions to Judaism!)

Then there is the enigma of the present-day Samaritans in 
Israel and the disputed territories surrounding Nablus. They 
are adherents of Samaritanism which is closely related to 
Judaism. But who are they really? Are they descendants of 
the Ten Tribes of Israel who were not taken to Assyria after 
Israel was conquered? Are they descendants of populations 
transferred to the area by the Assyrians? Are they Israelites 
who returned from Assyrian exile? There are many theories, 
but no hard evidence. They have a stand- alone religious status 
in Israel and the Chief Rabbinate requires that they undergo 
a formal conversion to be considered as Jewish.

Link to article from The Jerusalem Post:

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/252-bnei-menashe-
immigrants-to-arrive-in-israel-on-tuesday-652095

Beth El Book Club
Jan 27 at 7:30 pm

We have a treat in store for 
our next meeting. The book 
will be How to Make a Life 
by Florence Reiss Kraut. 
The special treat is that the 
author, who lives in Rye, is 
a friend of Betsy Bernstein 
and will be joining us that 
evening to discuss her work, 
answer your questions etc. 

THE FIRST BOOK 
DOCUMENTING THE LIVES 
OF ISRAELI FEMALE COMBAT 
SOLDIERS 
JUST RELEASED
I am thrilled to announce the publication 
of  Women on the Front Lines: Inside the 
Combat Units of  the Israeli Army, a full-color 
photography book capturing the lives of  women 
serving in the Israeli army’s combat units. Women 
on the Front Lines is the first book to offer 
a photographic glimpse of  these brave young 
women in action, along with descriptions – in 
their own words – of  their fears, challenges, and 
accomplishments. 

The book is the culmination of  my 25-year 
career as a portrait photographer, and my way 
of  honoring these pioneering young women. 
I hope you will join me in celebrating their 
commitment to Israel and the Jewish people by 
ordering a copy today! 

With love from Israel, 

Debbie Zimelman

Women on the Front Lines

Inside the Combat Units of the Israeli Army

9 789655 727777

54900>
ISBN 978-965-57-2777-7

$49.00

9 789655 727777

54900>
ISBN 978-965-57-2777-7

$49.00

PHOTOGRAPHY / PHOTOESSAYS & DOCUMENTARIES

For bulk orders, or to book a 
speaking engagement during 
my upcoming book tour, contact 
me at debbie@debzim.com 
or at +972-52-3610697

”This book, which is both 
inspired and inspiring, 
certainly adds to Debbie’s 
body of work.” 
D. Lerner-Rubin,  
Jerusalem Post 

“Your photos are both 
powerful and beautiful, and 
the stories you collected 
are touching and heart 
wrenching.” 
Mother of a female combat 
soldier, tank unit 

Launched in Israel in 2019, the coffee-table book has already 
attracted a lot of media attention, including an article in the 
Times of Israel, a review in  the Jerusalem Post, an interview on 
Kan Radio and a TV newsmagazine piece on Fokus Jerusalem 
(in German).

Debbie, originally from the USA,  has been a portrait photographer 

in Israel for over 25 years. With an expertise in documenting Israeli 

women, Debbie photographed inmates at Israel’s only women’s 

prison in her initial groundbreaking project. Debbie’s photographs 

have been exhibited and published in newspapers and magazines 

worldwide, and she has been the recipient of several international 

grants and awards for her work. This is her first book. 

Available through 
the authorDebbie Zimelman

Women on the Front Lines: 
Inside the Combat Units of the 

Israeli Army

Virtual Book Tour 
Sunday, Feb 21 at 11am

The Women on the Front Lines Virtual Book Tour 
offers a unique opportunity to learn about the 
remarkable young women who protect the State 
of Israel—both through the eyes of professional 
photographer Debbie Zimelman and the first-hand 
experiences of a female combat soldier.

Virtual Book Tour includes:

•   A presentation about the role female combat 
soldiers play in the Israeli army 

•   A gallery tour of photographic portraits by 
Debbie Zimelman of female combat soldiers

•   SPECIAL BONUS AVAILABLE ONLY  
ON THIS BOOK TOUR: A presentation by a 
combat soldier who recently completed her army 
service about her personal experiences 

•   Q&A 

This event is free, but please RSVP to the office. 
Zoom link will be provided upon registration.   
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Do you know any 2, 3  
or 4 year olds? Let them  

know about our wonderful  
Nitzan Nursery School!

Chanukah Bingo and more
This Chanukah we had 8 great nights of programs! 
We had smiling faces and great company. From Tom 
Weber singing with our young ones and young at 
heart to drinking and Jeopardy at a cocktail hour with 
Danielle Wozniak and our 2020-2021 social work 
intern Sami Linde. Let’s not forget the great stories 
from Morah Amy and amazing cocktails by Andrew 
Moss. There was also Shabbat with Rabbi Paskind, 
singing and learning too. But on the 8th night, we 
culminated with 8 fabulous games of BINGO hosted 
by Mary Oster and Stuart Garrelick! Each game was 
different, whether we had to make an “X” or just 
get the corners of the board but something stayed 
the same throughout the games, there was fun. The 
funds we collected from Bingo registration and the 
winners’ donations will all go to tzedakah. The first 
20% went to the congregation and after that, each 
winner decided where their 10% of the money was 
going to go. There was so much laughter and fun but, 
in the end, it was all was for some good causes. Mazal 
Tov to all our winners—both Bingo winners and their 
tzedakah recipients of choice:

Joel Wasserman – Filling in the Blanks 

Donna Rothman – Person to Person 

Marguerite Felsenfeld – Congregation Beth El 

David Lester – Federation for Jewish Philanthropy  
of Upper Fairfield County 

Donna Rothman – Open Doors 

Michelle Fanwick – Congregation Beth El 

Michelle Fanwick – Congregation Beth El

Donna Rothman – Congregation Beth El
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Special Todah Rabbah to all  
of those who helped make  
Thanksgiving deliveries to  
those in need, in partnership 
with Jewish Family Service (JFS):

Sherwin Coplin 
Jody Dietch 
Rina Eidelberg Reichgut
Wendy Engel 
Steven Freshman
Nancy Glater 
Social Work Intern Sami Linde 
Danielle Mittleman  
Gary Oberst 
Judy Saffan  
Jane and Stuart Steinman 
Regina Young

And thanks to Sami and Danielle for  
organizing and coordinating with JFS. 
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HAPPY PURIM!!!!
It’s Mishloach Manot time!!!!

PARKING LOT PURIM PARKING LOT PURIM

Please join us in sending these tasty gifts to one another. 
Purim is a great time to show our community spirit. Your name will be listed on every gift you 
send. Once again this year, we will be delivering each basket to every local member’s home. 
All Fairfield County members will get one! So check your front door on, or about, Sunday,
Feb. 21 for YOUR Mishloach Manot package!!!!    

*Forms will also be mailed out

               ✓ Online: please go to our special website for this project, www.congbethel.happypurim.com

               ✓ Paper: 

Two easy ways to order!

You should have received an email with a special sign in link to place your order. 

the o�ice at: 109 East Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851
names you’d like to send to on the back of this form*, and mail or bring your form and check to

complete the form and, if you are not ordering for the entire congregation, circle the

Please make checks out to: Congregation Beth El, note: Mishloach Manot on check and envelope.
IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD, please bill to your Beth El account and pay via your Beth El account 
instead of paying via the Mishloach Manot website.

Deadline to order is Wednesday, February 10, 2021. No packages can be ordered after this date. 
For more information or to volunteer on this project please call or e-mail: Sharon Kesselman, 
203-984-8577, skesselman@gmail.com or Josh Kesselman, Joshua.kesselman@gmail.com.

Number of gifts _________________    Total $ _________________  

Yes, I can help deliver packages in local neighborhoods Sunday, February 21

Individual packages: $10 each

Entire Congregation: $80

Additional packages for non-member family/friends are $15 each.   _______  # ordered
       (Please note, non-member gifts are not deliverable)

Your Name _________________________________  Phone ___________________  

Email ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

HAPPY PURIM!!!!
It’s Mishloach Manot time!!!!

PARKING LOT PURIM PARKING LOT PURIM

Please join us in sending these tasty gifts to one another. 
Purim is a great time to show our community spirit. Your name will be listed on every gift you 
send. Once again this year, we will be delivering each basket to every local member’s home. 
All Fairfield County members will get one! So check your front door on, or about, Sunday,
Feb. 21 for YOUR Mishloach Manot package!!!!    

*Forms will also be mailed out

               ✓ Online: please go to our special website for this project, www.congbethel.happypurim.com

               ✓ Paper: 

Two easy ways to order!

You should have received an email with a special sign in link to place your order. 

the o�ice at: 109 East Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851
names you’d like to send to on the back of this form*, and mail or bring your form and check to

complete the form and, if you are not ordering for the entire congregation, circle the

Please make checks out to: Congregation Beth El, note: Mishloach Manot on check and envelope.
IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD, please bill to your Beth El account and pay via your Beth El account 
instead of paying via the Mishloach Manot website.

Deadline to order is Wednesday, February 10, 2021. No packages can be ordered after this date. 
For more information or to volunteer on this project please call or e-mail: Sharon Kesselman, 
203-984-8577, skesselman@gmail.com or Josh Kesselman, Joshua.kesselman@gmail.com.

Number of gifts _________________    Total $ _________________  

Yes, I can help deliver packages in local neighborhoods Sunday, February 21

Individual packages: $10 each

Entire Congregation: $80

Additional packages for non-member family/friends are $15 each.   _______  # ordered
       (Please note, non-member gifts are not deliverable)

Your Name _________________________________  Phone ___________________  

Email ______________________________________________________________ 
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Presented by  
Arthur Moses 

Harry Houdini became famous for his stage illusions.  
Arthur Moses – renowned Houdini collector, bibliographer, 
lecturer and archivist will present a fascinating video tour on the 
famous magician and escape artist. Arthur became interested in 
Houdini when he read a book about him while in the 7th grade. Now 
after more than 40 years and with over 6000 items of memorabilia in his 
collection, Arthur will share his passion to collect and regale some 
stories of this larger-than-life man. Each antiquarian item tells a story of 
a moment in a man's life. For rarity – a 1903 Russian handbill; for 

interest – several documents pertaining to Houdini's patents; insurance policy, playbills, 
programs, postcards, straitjacket, handcuffs, personal effects and much more. 

Arthur Moses is the author of several books: Houdini Speaks Out, Houdini Periodical Bibliography References From 1898 – 
2015, and Harry Houdini & Sherlock Holmes Together Again In 1908. He has also written over two dozen articles published in 
magic magazines & journals and was featured in a September 2013 Canadian television program called “Extreme Collectors”. 

The presentation you will see was originally made for the November 2020 NEMCA (New England Magic Collectors Association) 
virtual convention. (Hence, the introduction at the beginning as such.) Afterwards, Arthur will answer your questions. 

JJooiinn  uuss  
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  44  aatt  77::3300  ppmm    

vviiaa  tthhiiss  ZZoooomm  LLiinnkk  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82278098728?pwd=cHc0OVUwYi92WG5FSXFQbU1KMU9Kdz09
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5781 High Holiday Appeal Contributions
�ank you to the following who donated to our High Holiday Appeal

 

$10 – $99
Anonymous
Sheila Abrahamson
Cindy Almanzar
Stephen & Helen Chodroff
Jeffrey & Jody Dietch
Anthony & Phyllis Dreyspool
Joshua & Dina Fleischmann
Nancy Glater
Deborah Gordon
Judith Gottesman
Joshua & Sharon Kesselman
Jeffrey & Catherine Kozak
Donald London &  
   Joan Herman-London
Marvin & Joyce Nekrich
Rabbi Lee & Judith Paskind
Sam & Valerie Shukvosky

$100 – $250
Les & Phyllis Asher
Paul Bieler
Bruce & Beth Billig
Sherwin Coplin
Paul & Florence Danzer
Steven & Sharon DeFala
Steven & Roberta Dick
Richard & Gail Epstein
Eric & Michelle Fanwick
Edward & Barbara Feldstein
Bernice (Honey) Friedenthal
Stuart Garrelick
Harriette Goldstein
Stephen & Louise Golub
Robert & Ellen Gordon

Stephen & Janet Green
Howard & Kate Greenberg
David & Jayne Hirshfield
Joanne Kozak
Kenneth & Beverly Krieger
Barrett & Mary Lester
Peter & Hope Levensohn
Jason & Melissa Leventhal
Harold Morgenthaler
Susan Nevas Esq.
David & Kathelyn Oberst
Mitchell & Rina Reichgut
Marc & Sharon Rosen
Brian Tyson & Kim Krieger
Norman J. & Susan Weinberger
Richard & Phyllis Weisberg
Suzanne Woolard

$270 – $450
Alan & Trudy Dubrow
Paul & Ronni Ginsberg
Sheldon & Andrea Greenberg
Joshua & Jill Lander
David & Esther Lester
Rabbi Ita Paskind
Robert Pravder & Gail Berritt Pravder
Judith Rafael
Michael & Rebecca Richards
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite  
    Felsenfeld
Jason & Jessica Rutherford
Louis & Sylvia Schulman
Richard & Karen Schwam
Stuart & Jane Steinman
Simon & Ilene Sumberg

$500 – $750
Joseph Brachfeld & Sandy Levy 
Ira & Susan Kaplan
Gary & Stacy Mozer
Jack & Marilyn Rice
Marvin Rosenbaum
Gloria Walkoff
Joel & Ellen Wasserman
Christopher Young &  
   Regina Munter-Young

$1000 – $3600
Daniel & Caryn Edelman
Anonymous
Leon & Sharon Field
Neil & Stephanie Gordon
Harvey & Barbara Hennes
Joshua & Ali Hurwitz
Douglas & Sharon Karp
Lois Miller
Andrew & Caryn Moss
Neil & Ilana Plain
Brett Reiner & Melissa  
   Marlowe-Reiner
Gerald & Elaine Rosenberg
Howard & Judith Saffan
Keith Satter & Betsy Bernstein
Joseph H. & Irma K. Schachter
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz
Michael & Janis Siegel
Gary & Susan Singer
Stephen & Linda Stein
Joel & Jane Strom
James & Laura Sugarman

$25,000
Winthrop & Stefanie Baum
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Donations 
General Fund

Debbie & Mark Weber in honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Linda & Steve Stein in memory of Linda’s 
grandmother, Sophie Krantz
Elaine & Gerald Rosenberg in memory of Gerald’s 
parents Stella & Samuel Rosenberg, Gerald’s brother 
Bobby Rosenberg, and their son Stephen Rosenberg
Elaine & Gerald Rosenberg in honor of Marvin 
Rosenbaum’s recent birthday
Thank you to the Walter & Merle Baum Foundation 
for their generous donation
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld thanking 
all who helped make Miranda’s Bat Mitzvah so 
wonderful, with special thanks to Riva Silverman, 
Keith Satter, David Loewenberg, Hilary Shaefitz, 
Danielle Mittleman, David & Esther Lester, Michelle 
Fanwick, and Rabbi Paskind
Linda & Steve Stein in memory of Steve’s father, 
Louis Stein
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld in memory 
of Toni Karasek
Joanne Kozak in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Linda & Steve Stein in memory of Evelyn Gans
Neil & Stephanie Gordon in honor of Maya 
Kesselman’s Virtual Concert as her Bat Mitzvah 
Project
Jessica & Jason Rutherford in honor of the Bat 
Mitzvahs of Sage Cohen, Tamara Heftler, Maya 
Kesselman, and Miranda Rotstein
Jessica & Jason Rutherford in honor of the birth of 
Rabbi Ita Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind
Gary & Stacy Mozer in honor of #GivingTuesday
Wendy Engel in memory of Yvonne Engel

Sarah and Marvin Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

Marvin Rosenbuam in honor of Miranda Rotstein 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Maya Kesselman 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of Miranda 
Rotstein becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Pamela Feldstein & David Loewenberg in honor 
of Miranda Rotstein becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Linda & Steve Stein in memory of Linda’s 
grandmother, Minnie Bass

James & Laura Sugarman in memory of Jeffrey 
Bendremer’s mother, Phyllis Bendremer

James & Laura Sugarman in memory of Michelle 
Fanwick’s father, Howard Tichauer

James & Laura Sugarman in memory of Joyce 
Nekrich’s brother, Ronald Lieberman

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Marvin 
Rosenbaum’s support of the Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Ronni & 
Paul Ginsberg’s support of the Rosenbaum Kiddush 
Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Ellen 
& Joel Wasserman’s support of the Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Elayne & Barry Moss and Family in appreciation 
of Rabbi Paskind’s kindness in preparation for the 
funerals of their parents, Pearl and Irving Richmond
Gary & Stacy Mozer in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Ita Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind

Nitzan Nursery School Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Hilary’s 
cousin, Harold Marks

Bonnie Siegell in honor of the birth of Rabbi 
Paskind’s daughter, Ayala Ziv Paskind

Navasky Religious School 
Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Donald’s 
mother, Ethel Shaefitz

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in honor of Miranda 
Rotstein becoming a Bat Mitzvah

Chesed Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Hilary’s 
grandfather, Joseph Krantz

Soup Kitchen Fund

Hilary & Donald Shaefitz in memory of Hilary’s 
grandmother, Sophie Krantz

Torah Repair Fund

Sunny & Alan Rich in memory of her father,  
Arthur Shadlen

Yahrzeits

Steven Levine in honor of his father, Meyer Levine
Larry Katz in memory of his father, Morris Katz
Steven & Roberta Dick in memory of Roberta’s 
mother, Marcia Goodman
Steven & Roberta Dick in memory of Roberta’s 
father, Leonard Goodman
Steven & Roberta Dick in memory of Roberta’s 
sister, Chaya Altman
Bruce & Beth Billig in memory of Beth’s mother, 
Beatrice Weinstein
Brodkin family in memory of Albert Brodkin, Riva 
Brodkin, and Leslie Brodkin
Robert & Fira Wagman in memory of Robert’s 
father, Morris H. Wagman
Ronni & Paul Ginsberg in memory of Paul’s sister, 
Gloria Blum
Barney and Carol Corwin in memory of their 
mother, Bella Corwin
Betsy Bernstein & Keith Satter in memory of Keith’s 
parents, Jean & Robert Satter
Stephen & Janet Green in memory of Stephen’s 
father, Morris Green
Stephen & Janet Green in memory of Janet’s father, 
Robert Schmerl
Martin & Linda Novack in memory of their beloved 
son, Michael Roy Novack
Michael & Roberta Tager in memory of Michael’s 
father, Dr. Harry L. Tager
James & Patricia Samuels in memory of James’ 
father, Samuel Samuels
Martin Shankman & Phyllis Eldridge in memory of 
Martin’s mother, Florence Shankman
Aron Karp and family in memory of Aron’s father, 
Victor Karp
The Danzer family in memory of Flo Danzer’s father, 
Charles Shulman
Gail & Richard Epstein in memory of Gail’s mother, 
Thelma Hirschhorn
Richard & Karen Schwam and family in memory of 
Karen’s mother, Mae Horowitz Etkind
Sandy Levy in memory of her father, Jack Smolensky
Michael, Joan, Gabriel and Jordan Albert in 
memory of their aunt, Gertrude Rifkin
Linda & Steve Stein in memory of Linda’s 
grandfather, Joseph Krantz
Lilia Kfare in memory of her mother, Genia 
Gizunterman

continued on page 15

Thank you to the following congregants whose generosity helps to maintain our Congregation.

The deadline for the March/April Bulletin is February 9. Please submit articles via email to bulletins@congbethel.org. 
All charitable contributions must be submitted to the office by the last day of the month (January 31) to be included. 
Donations made in December-January will be included. Charitable contributions to all funds received after the  
deadline will be included in the following issue’s Bulletin Funds listing.
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Donations (continued from page 14) 

Beth El Food & Gift Cards Program
Please consider joining the growing number of congregants participating in the Food & Gift Card Program of the Synagogue. We earn a profit  
of 5-10% on your purchase of Acme, Caraluzzi, Fairway, ShopRite, Stew Leonard’s, Stop & Shop, Whole Foods and Fresh Market gift 
cards. It doesn’t cost you a penny, because the profit comes to us directly from the stores when we purchase the cards. Please fill out the form  
below and we will enroll you in the program. You may pick up the cards at the Synagogue or from one of our volunteer sellers, or we will be 
happy to DELIVER them to you on a regular basis. Remember, it doesn’t cost you anything; you buy the cards at face value from the Synagogue. 
Use them as cash at the participating stores and the Synagogue earns money! This all goes to help support our various programs. Call the office  
at 838-2710 with any questions. Thank you!

Name _______________________________________________ Telephone ____________________________

Address __________________________________________________________City _____________________

Please set up delivery of the cards on the _______ of each month.   I will pick up the cards from the Synagogue on the _______ of each month.

_______ I would prefer to pick up the cards from one of the Synagogue’s sellers.  Please tell me the name and phone number of the closest seller.

Please return this form to:  
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk, 109 East Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851  

Acme $ _______________________

Caraluzzi $ ___________________

Fairway $ ____________________  

Fresh Market $ _______________

ShopRite $ ___________________  

Stew Leonard’s $ _____________

Stop & Shop $ _________________

Whole Foods $ _________________

Food and Gift Cards
Don’t forget to buy your Food and Gift Cards!   
To order, call the synagogue at 203-838-2710  
or fill out the form below. 

COVID has hurt our sales – please support this program –we deliver!!

Barbara Gertelman in memory of her mother,  
Edith Glick

Sherwin and Brett Coplin in memory of Sherwin’s 
grandmother-in-law and Brett’s great-grandmother, 
Ida Berlin

Sherwin and Brett Coplin in memory of their mother-
in-law and grandmother, Pauline Berlin

Shari & Jeff Ulman in memory of their parents, Alvin 
Ulman, Marvin Gerbitz, and Rhoda Gerbitz

David & Kathie Oberst in memory of Kathie’s  
father, Butch Layman

Jack & Marilyn Rice and family in memory of  
Jack’s mother, Faye Rice

Larry & Sue Bai in memory of Evelyne Bai

Joseph H. Schachter in memory of his brother, Arthur 
Schachter

Sylvia & Louis Schulman in memory of Sylvia’s father, 
Dennis H. Wolf

Ted, Stephen, and David Schachter in memory of 
their mother, Carol Kagan Schachter

Lanny & Debbie Boles in memory of Lanny’s father, 
Sam Boles

Martin Shankman & Phyllis Eldridge in memory  
of Martin’s father, Louis Shankman

The 2021 Mah Jongg Cards
Please order your 2021 Mah Jongg 

Cards by January 15th

Large cards are $9
Small cards are $8

Please pay at the office or mail in order,  
by check, Venmo or cash. Funds we raise 

go to the Chessed Committee.


