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January/February 2018  
Service Schedule

January 5
4:21pm  Candle Lighting

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

January 6
9:30am Shabbat Services

10:30am Youth Services

6:00pm Three Kings Interfaith  
 Celebration (Cornerstone  
 Church) 

January 12
4:28pm Candle Lighting

6:30pm  Kabbalat Shabbat Service

January 13
9:30am Shabbat Service

January 19
Annual Paul Singer Memorial  
Artist-in-Residence Shabbat  
featuring Magevet
4:36pm Candle Lighting

6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7:00pm  Shabbat Dinner, Magevet  
 Concert following dinner

January 20
9:30am Shabbat Service,  
 featuring Magevet 
 Concert following Kiddush

10:30am Youth Services

January 26
4:45pm Candle Lighting

4:45pm Torah Tots

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

January 27

9:30am Shabbat Service

February 2

4:54pm Candle Lighting

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

February 3
9:30am Shabbat Service

10:30am Youth Services

February 9
5:02pm Candle Lighting

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

February 10
9:30am Shabbat Service

February 16
5:11pm Candle Lighting

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

February 17
9:30am Shabbat Service

10:30am Youth Services

February 23
5:19pm Candle Lighting

4:45pm Torah Tots

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

February 24
9:30am Shabbat Service

CLOSINGS –
Office Closed: January 1,  
January 15 and February 19

JOIN US FOR MINYAN –
Monday-Friday at 8:00am

Adult B’nei Mitzvah  
Service & Celebration 

Save the  
  date:
Shabbat Morning, May 5, 2018
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Rabbi’s Table by Rabbi Ita Paskind         

Holding Up the Weight of the World
Dear friends,

Our tradition teaches us innumerable Jewish values, meant 
to enable us each to be the best versions of ourselves.  Many 
of these values are taught in the rabbinic work Pirkei Avot, 
or Teachings of the Fathers, which is actually a tractate of the 
Mishnah, dating back to 220CE.  I’d like to present a handful 
of articles here to explore one of the most well-known teach-
ings with you.

Avot, Chapter 1, Mishnah 2

Shimon HaTzadik (Shimon the Righteous) was one of the last 
members of the Great Assembly. This was a favorite teaching 
of his: 

The world rests on three things — on Torah (Torah), on ser-
vice of God (Avodah), on deeds of lovingkindness (Gemilut 
Chasadim).

For starters, Shimon HaTzadik’s teaching is striking in its 
boldness. After all, Torah, worship or service, and deeds of 
lovingkindness are important, but if we didn’t engage in them, 
would the world really fall apart?  And at the same time, one 
could ask, aren’t there other values and actions that are just as 
crucial to the well-being of humanity?!

Clearly, Shimon HaTzadik was trying to make a point about 
these three areas, and perhaps he did it (as is often the case 
with rabbinic teachings!) by way of hyperbole.

I believe that the beauty of our tradition is that it’s waiting for 
every generation to add new layers of meaning.  So let’s take 
the first one:  The world rests on… Torah.

I don’t believe that “Torah” is limited to the 5 Books of Moses 
that we chant every Shabbat during the course of a year.  Tak-
en broadly, “Torah” is learning and teaching that is rooted in 
the texts of our tradition.  You read through the parasha, the 
weekly Torah portion?  Check.  You get a snippet of Mishnah 
or Talmud in your inbox each day?  Check.  You’re listening 
to a Jewish podcast?  That probably counts, too.

The question is, why is this activity one of three bases for 
holding up the world?  I’ve got 3 suggestions:

1. The regular practice of engaging with traditional texts 
deepens our thinking about what it means to be a Jew.  
Jewish text always contains ideas that are foreign to 21st-
century Jews and begs us to unpack it on its own terms.  
In doing so, we may find that we’re not so dissimilar from 
our ancestors; we may feel more connected to our past, 
even as we live into the future.

2. Regular study expands our capacity for disagreement.  
Sometimes we find we agree with a particular opinion 
in a text; other times, not. We learn from the multiple 
opinions in every Jewish text that it is in fact acceptable to 
have a dissenting opinion.  In a world where dissent leads 
to vitriol, our tradition’s approach is actually refreshing!

3. Torah study connects us to the values that have always 
run deep in our tradition, and we may find that they shift 
our priorities. As the Talmud says, “Study leads to action” 
(Babylonian Talmud Kiddushin 40b).  We may find our-
selves more motivated to engage in acts of lovingkindness 
precisely because of our engagement with Torah.

These ideas aren’t new, but they are crucial to our relationships 
with our own Jewishness and with other human beings.  In 
this way, study can be a strong foundation for a better world.  
Perhaps the world does indeed stand on Torah.

November 5th’s JFS food drive with Beth El 
Stamford teens was amazing! Our high school 
students were just fantastic, and the two  
synagogues raised around $85.00, and collected 
two overflowing shopping carts of food!
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President’s Greeting by Sharon DeFala

The following is excerpted from remarks I gave in the synagogue on 
Friday night December 15th as part of our ceremony dedicating 
the completed Cupola Project. We had a festive latke celebration 
for Hanukkah in our foyer under the new roof before heading into 
Kabbalat Shabbat services. It was snowing out that night, so our 
attendance was lower than expected, but the room felt cozy and 
the people who were able to brave the weather were all connected 
to each other through the ceremony, our shared history, and the 
fun evening.

Next time you are in the building, take a moment to look at 
the plaque that is posted between our two front doors. It lists 
the hardworking and generous donors who helped renovate our 
building in the early 1980s. While you are there, also go peruse 
the leaves on our Tree of Life along the Navasky Hebrew school 
wall. Our Etz Hayyim which commemorates so many of our 
community’s important life cycle events. 

Thank you to the evening’s chairpeople Andrea Greenberg and 
Nancy Oberst, and to Ellen Wasserman for prepping all of the food. 

Thank you to all of the people who worked and advised and were 
engaged in helping to make the renovations possible, our commit-
tee: Hilary Shaefitz, Josh Lander, Alvin Epstein, Leo Field and 
Jeff Ulman.

But, most of all, thank you to Win and Stefanie…

Happy Hanukkah. Shabbat Shalom. Thank you for com-
ing out tonight. Everyone please stop and look up – notice 
that there are no leaks at all! Thanks to Win and Stefanie and 
our beautiful and functional new roof and cupola. Looking 
around this room, I see people Win and I have known our 
entire lives. We grew up in this community with people we 
have known since we were children, some who have known us 
so long we don’t even remember that far back. 

Then, Win brought Stefanie into our community. She brings 
us sweetness, sometimes in the form of honey, and elegance 
and generosity. The two of them, Win and Stefanie have been 
so generous to our congregation for a very long time, and this 
project is only the latest example.

We say that Win and I grew up in this community, but the 
truth of the matter is that we grew up in this building. Our 
congregation’s home. Where all of our Jewish lives actually 
take place. And when our home needs something the Baum 
family has been there to help us achieve it.   

I am standing next to this plaque on purpose. It was installed 
during the 1980s renovation when our old building needed  
a remodel in order to keep up with the demands of this  
congregation. And it says right here – Walter Baum – Con-
struction Committee Chair.  Walter was the leader and prime 
mover of that renovation. In every conversation about the 
construction, Walter’s name is the first one people mention. 

Now, here we are today; when the building needed to catch 
up with the demands of the congregation, Win and Stefanie 
took the lead and made this happen.

This plaque with Walter’s name, you can think of him as part 
of our foundation – the roots of where we are today. And we 
are the branches and limbs, reaching all the way to the leaves, 
the current generation.  Speaking of leaves, Win and Stefanie, 
please accept this engraved brass leaf as a commemoration of 
tonight. It says – Win and Stefanie Baum, Cupola Dedica-
tion, Hanukkah 5778 – 2017. It will hang right across the 
lobby from Walter’s name – on our congregational tree of life.  
The roots and the leaf – the generations taking care of our 
spiritual home. Thank you for everything you do for us.

Why Not Advertise???
As you know, Congregation Beth El puts out this won-
derful newsletter on a regular basis. What better way to 
reach people about your business or practice while sup-
porting the synagogue... take out an ad in the Bulletin!  
Prices are reasonable. Contact Jody in the office for more 
information or email her at Jody@congbethel.org
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              OPINION/EDITORIALNEW!

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of Congregation Beth El-Norwalk, its clergy, staff, or volunteers.  

To the Editor:

The UN’s Vote

Ambassador Haley cited two likely consequences of the vote 
by 120 nations in the UN protesting the US decision to re-
locate its embassy to Jerusalem. Reconsideration of our $8 
billion annual contribution to the UN’s $14 billion bloated 
budget. And reconsideration of tens of billions of foreign aid 
given to U.S. allies.

From a larger perspective the vote is just another notch in the 
UN’s historic animosity towards Israel. After the historic UN 
Partition Vote by 2/3rd of its members in 1948, UN mem-
bers didn’t object to the Arab League Armies invasion publicly 
declaring to “drive the Jews into the Sea.” Nor did UN mem-
bers object to the military arms embargo by Europe and the 
US. Nor did UN members object to British Navy shelling of 
tramp steamers hired to bring death camp survivors to Israel.

In 1948 only one UN nation – the Soviet Union – provided  
Israel with major arms shipments from Czechoslovakia 
shipped to Israel, including captured German fighter planes 
that subsequently played a crucial role in repelling Egyptian 
forces and Egyptian Spitfires flown by British Pilots.

Subsequently the UN has provided tens and tens of billions in 
aid to Palestinians housed in squalid refugee camps in Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon, prevented from emigrating to Arab na-
tions, as well as major aid to the Territories captured in 1967. 
Much of that aid has been used for weapons manufacture. 
Similarly UN peacekeepers on the Golan and in the Sinai 
proved uniquely ineffective. Or indifferent.

That the UN has levied more censures of Israel than all other 
UN nations combined speaks clearly. As does the UN’s lack of 
concern of Iran’s repeated public threats to annihilate Israel. 
Nor any concern about Iran’s surrogates to prepare for hostili-
ties on Israelis’ borders. Nor using UN facilities to fire rockets 
from Gaza into Israel’s civilian areas.

So what happens next. The Arab War against Israel, now 70 
years old, continues as before. European nations’ efforts to 
delegitimize Israel continue even as Jews are routinely attacked 
throughout Europe. Especially France with its 10% Muslim 
population. Palestinians will continue naming squares after 
terror “heroes”, funding families of “terror heroes” and us-
ing school books teaching their children to hate Jews. Israelis 
remain targets to the Palestinian “resistance”. So far 25,000 
Israelis have paid the ultimate price.

In a word the UN vote against the US reminds everyone just 
what the stakes are. Some 70 years after the UN Partition 
Plan gave birth to modern Israel, the Arab world with Eu-
ropean support refuses to accept Israel. Or its capital. Only 
one nation stands with Israel – the U.S. And only one U.S. 
President, President Trump, the Israelis remind us, has been 
their nation’s unquestioned supporter.

At day’s end the UN vote demonstrates again that some 70 
years after the Shoah ended the UN remains endemically hos-
tile to Israel. And that Israel has but one friend - America.

All the more reason why American Jewry ought vigorously 
support Israel.

Peter I. Berman
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Nitzan News by Amy SantaLucia, Director   

Where has the time gone? We have been having so much fun 
at Nitzan that we can’t believe it is already 2018. We sure have 
been busy around here!!

Thank you to all who helped support Nitzan in their Mixed 
Bag Designs fundraiser.  With the help of all our families, we 
were able to raise enough funds to bring in some new fabulous 
programs for the children to enjoy.

Before winter break, the children spent time learning all 
about Hanukkah and the great miracle that happened.  
Our students helped tell the story of Judah Maccabee and 
Antiochus by “acting” it out with puppets. They also learned 
many fun songs about these two gentlemen, as well as songs 
about dreidels, menorahs and gelt. Nitzan students became 
chefs one day when they helped the teachers to make potato 
latkes-they turned out simply delicious with a dollop of apple 
sauce on them!  We had a wonderful Hanukkah celebration 
“sing-a-long” with the children and their families. Thank you 
very much to Rabbi Paskind for joining us in the celebration, 
playing her guitar for the sing-a-long and helping us to light 
the menorah.

Ms. Karen, from Acting Out, paid us a visit to share her story 
The Runaway Latke. She, along with our very own students, 
retold the story.  Each of our students got a part in the story. 
They were absolutely adorable in their costumes. Watch out 
Broadway… here come some Nitzan students!

Our children have really been enjoying their visits with Morah 
Cindy, our music teacher.  For our visits she brings her guitar, 
musical instruments and her enthusiasm. The children pick 
up on her love of music and join right in.  She has taught us 
many new songs that you may hear the children singing on 
their own in the halls of Beth El.

December was the start of our “Shabbat Guest” program.  
Each week, one of our students will be spotlighted as our 
Shabbat star.  They get to invite their families in to school to 
celebrate Shabbat with us. The best part of the whole program 
is… they get to bring Dubi the bear home for the weekend 
and record in a journal what they did with Dubi. This is 
always a huge treat for the children (as well as the families) 
and one that is eagerly awaited for.

The emissaries came for a visit and “traveled” with us to Tel 
Aviv. What a magical adventure they took our students on.  
The children all worked together to create some skyscrapers 
to replicate the Tel Aviv skyline. We always look forward to 
these visits.

Each Rosh Hodesh we talk about the moon’s birthday and 
look at the various phases of the moon. We even sing Happy 
Birthday to the moon. We use this time to look back at the 
past month and talk about all the amazing things we have 
done at Nitzan. We are creating a Rosh Hodesh big book this 
year.  Each month we will be adding pictures to the book that 
capture the events of each month. If you get a chance, come 
check it out and see all the fun things we are up to.

Nitzan staff was very fortunate to attend a workshop put on by 
the Jewish Early Educators Network.  It is always informative 
when we get together with other Jewish Educators in Fairfield 
County. We are hoping to take some of what we learned and 
incorporate it into our daily classroom practices.

Our BOX TOP collection has been going very well.  We very 
much appreciate all the BOX TOPS that get donated from 
the congregation. Please keep them coming…

Our Winter Mitzvah Project was a big success. Nitzan stu-
dents and families collected gently used and new books to 
be donated to families less fortunate than us. What a great 
opportunity for Nitzan students to learn about giving back to 
the community.

In the upcoming month we look forward to learning all about 
Tu B’Shevat (the birthday of the trees) and what we can do to 
help take care of the earth and all its inhabitants.  We will be 
having our Tu B’Shevat celebration on January 31st – feel free 
to stop by and check it out.  

Don’t forget to spread the word about Nitzan’s “Baby and Me” 
class that is held every Thursday from 9:30-10:30. We have 
a lot of fun singing songs, reading stories, blowing bubbles 
and…of course playing!!  All are welcome.

Nitzan Nursery School is a busy place – we have a lot of 
wonderful and exciting activities going on daily – stop by for 
a visit and check out how much fun we are having.

                  Keep those Box Tops coming… Nitzan  
                   earns 10 cents for each one we collect!
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Navasky News by Al Treidel, Director of Education

It’s amazing how quickly the year is flying by! On November 
3rd and 4th we tried something new by having both a Shul-In 
(sleepover for our 7th through 9th graders) and a Shabbaton 
for students in grades 3 through 6. They were both a huge 
success! Our Israeli Emissaries did a stellar job programming 
and directing activities for all 30 of our youngsters. Our Shul-
In kids were supposed to leave for home around noon time 
on Saturday. However, two-thirds of them opted to stay on 
and not leave for home until the Shabbaton ended at 3:00 
pm. Our youngsters were in perpetual motion and had a great 
time with all the interactive programming. Even though one 
of the emissaries and another staff member became ill at the 
last moment leaving us with a staff of three young emissar-
ies, they were able to carry things off extremely well. Special 
thanks to Sara Helfand, who stepped in at the last moment 
to help with the sleep-over. We are one of the few congrega-
tions that can produce a significant number of youngsters for 
special Shabbat programs. Our combined Shul-In/Shabbaton 
demonstrated to our youth how much fun you can have on 
Shabbat. The focus was on building relationships by leaving 
electronic devices at home. It was a great success all around.

Sunday, November 5 was our annual Mitzvah Day and the stu-
dents who were in attendance had an opportunity do a vari-
ety of things to make life more pleasant for those who are not 
as fortunate as they are. While Mitzvah Day took place, our 
teachers were involved in a professional development day in 
which they learned about Hebrew Through Movement from 
teacher Hannah Gale. Our Assistant Director, Marcy Nirschel 
taught them about a variety of instructional techniques to reach 
students with different learning styles. On November 12, we 
had our first of several Family Education Days that are directed 
by Rabbi Paskind and at least one of our teachers. This Family 
Ed Day was for Grades 5 and 6 and we had 100% attendance.

Thanks to the generous grant from the Nevas Foundation, we 
were able to sponsor two Anti-Semitism workshops for par-
ents and students in grades 6 through 9 on November 19 and 
December 3. The focus was on dealing with and combatting 
acts of hate. We had a very large turn-out of both day school 
and Navasky families. The two workshops were presented by 
the Anti-Defamation League. Considering all the hate and 
hate crimes that have emerged recently, these workshops 
served our families extremely well. 

This year, again through the generosity of the Nevas Founda-
tion, we have enhanced our K’tanim (pre-school) and Kin-
dergarten programs with 5 holiday-centered family programs. 
Morah Cindy and Morah Hannah have created wonderful 
hands-on projects and activities that involve both parents and 
youngsters to learn together. The first two family programs 
centered around Shabbat and Hanukkah. In addition, Morah 
Marcy Nirschel has created a new program for youngsters in 

pre-school through age 6 called Torah Tots. These activities 
run parallel to Friday Evening Services on a once a month 
basis. It is exciting to see this activity grow each month.

We celebrated Hanukkah on a grand scale with our annual 
Hanukkah Bash. The high point of the morning was a show 
with a Jewish comedy duo called Bible Players. They had our 
youngsters rolling in the aisles. The younger children partici-
pated in a variety of arts and crafts activities such as creat-
ing beautiful, one-of-a kind menorahs on ceramic tile, using 
glitter, paint, toys and dreidels. The older students competed 
in the annual Great All-American Dreidel Spin-off Competi-
tion that was led by our Young Israeli Emissary Itamar Erez. 
Congratulations to Finley Cohen who won the competition. 
We had Hanukkah singing led by Rabbi Paskind along with 
our two teen song leaders Noah Morgan and Donny DeFala. 
And of course, Hanukkah would not be complete without 
latkes, jelly doughnuts and lots of spirit in the social hall. 
Many thanks to our parent co-sponsors and to our Navasky 
Committee that organized all the refreshments.

On December 4, I was honored to accept along with Rab-
bi Paskind the Solomon Schechter Award for the Navasky 
Chants Its Way to Israel Challenge at the United Synagogue 
Convention in Atlanta. Beth El was only one of 12 Conser-
vative Congregations in North America to receive this very 
special recognition. The award really belongs to our faculty 
and amazing kids who have made this challenge program so 
very successful. At this writing, our virtual jet liner is carrying 
Itamar to his home in Caesarea to visit family and friends and 
then bring him back to Norwalk. The plane is quickly ap-
proaching Israel ahead of schedule. I am so very proud of all 
our youngsters and what they achieve on a daily basis.

I hope that you and yours have enjoyed a festive holiday 
season and that you will have the opportunity to see our 
amazing Navasky Explorers in action.

Kol tuv,  
Al Treidel, Director 

Rabbi Paskind and Al Treidel (right) accepting the Solomon 
Schechter Award at the USCJ Convention in Atlanta
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Why These Experts Say Trump’s Jerusalem Recognition Will Help 
The Peace Process by Ben Sales  (Note: The following is reprinted from The Forward)

NEW YORK (JTA) — When President Donald Trump 
recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, many foreign policy 
experts called it a blunder.

It could spark a conflagration of violence in the city, they said. 
It would alienate Palestinians who revere the city, and would 
ice any remaining hopes of a peace process. It could be the 
death knell for an increasingly elusive two-state solution.

“Raising this the way he has done doesn’t advance the cause of 
peace, it doesn’t advance the cause of stability in the region, it 
doesn’t make Israel safer, and it doesn’t make the United States 
any safer,” James Cunningham, a former ambassador to Israel 
who served under Presidents George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama, told the Atlantic Council. “It raises a significant risk 
with very little upside as far as I can see.”

But a countervailing chorus of analysts, mostly on the right but 
stretching to the center, says the opposite: Trump’s recognition 
of Jerusalem is a strategically savvy course correction of 
American foreign policy. It has not hurt prospects for peace, 
they say, and there’s a good chance it will help.

“US recognition of Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem might 
contribute to peace,” Douglas Feith, President George W. Bush’s 
undersecretary of defense, wrote in Foreign Policy. It teaches 
Palestinians, he wrote, that “[t]here is a price to be paid for 
perpetuating the conflict: Life goes on, the Israelis create new 
realities, and the world in general adjusts to those new realities.”

Trump’s declaration showed that the United States would not 
be cowed by extremism, tweeted Amos Yadlin, who heads 
the centrist Israeli Institute for National Security Studies and 
affiliates with the center-left Zionist Union party. Resisting 
threats of violence changes the contours of peace negotiations, 
he added.

“Trump was not intimidated by the threats from Ramallah, 
Amman, or Ankara,” Yadlin wrote in a Twitter thread, 
referring to the Palestinian, Jordanian and Turkish capitals, 
respectively. “The refusal to bow to the threats and blackmail, 
together with the message that the Palestinians do not have 
veto power [is] a very important precedent for the future of 
the peace process.”

Jewish groups, meanwhile, largely praised the move as a 
recognition of Jewish historical and religious claims to the city, 
long overdue, as well as an acknowledgement of Jerusalem’s 
status in modern Israel as the seat of government. But many of 
them, too, reiterated their support for the two-state solution 
and urged Trump to double down on that cause.

“This is a significant step that acknowledges reality: Jerusalem is 
the political capital of the country and has been the spiritual 

heart of the Jewish people for millennia,” read a statement 
by the Anti-Defamation League, which has not shied away 
from criticizing Trump’s actions in the past. The statement 
went on to urge “the rapid resumption of Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations leading to a two-state solution.”

One week after Trump announced the decision, any peace 
prospects do appear to have dimmed: Protests did take place 
in Jerusalem and Palestinian areas, though they were far 
milder than anticipated. Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat 
called on his people to now pursue equal rights within Israel 
rather than a state of their own, while Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas said that the U.S. no longer has a 
role to play in brokering talks.

But that does not bother analysts who feel the United States 
should present itself as a resolute supporter of Israel rather 
than an evenhanded mediator. Such a stance, some wrote, 
rightly puts the onus on Palestinians to adjust their demands 
and show their willingness to reach a deal.

“The intention is to disabuse the Palestinians of the notion 
that the U.S. is neutral between them and our democratic, pro-
Western, tolerant, free-market ally Israel,” wrote Shoshanna 
Bryen, director of the Jewish Policy Center, a conservative 
group, in the Daily Caller. “American support for Palestinians 
aspirations is not withdrawn, but hinges on Palestinian 
behavior.”

But some analysts who were inclined toward the decision also 
warned that granting a longstanding Israeli demand could put 
Israel in Trump’s debt if he ever demands concessions.

“Because Trump is viewed as very pro-Israel by the Israeli 
public, it will be more difficult for Netanyahu to say no to any 
requests from the president for compromises,” wrote Jonathan 
Rynhold, director of the Argov Center for the Study of Israel 
and the Jewish People at Bar-Ilan University. “It was easy for 
Bibi to say no to Obama, since there was no domestic political 
price; not so with Trump.”
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Purim is Coming!!!!  
What will the theme be this year…

Mitzvah Day/ 
Blood Drive
Fran Charlip 
Samantha Eskenazi  
Belle DeFala  
Sharon DeFala 
Lily Fanwick 
Michelle Fanwick  
Hana Feldberg           
Steven Frey  
Nancy Glater  
Ali Hurwitz  
Linda Lerman  
Mary Lester  
Jason Leventhal 
Evan McDonnell  
Andy Meyers  
Lily Meyers 
Nathan Meyers  
Moriah Morgan 
Jessica Nirschel 
Alan Rich  
Jessica Richards 
Rebecca Richards 
Lindsey Rossen 
Karen Schwam   
Hilary Shaefitz  
Ilene Sumberg 
Andrea Tolchinsky  
Al Treidel

Chanukah Latke  
Schmooze 
Andrea Greenberg 
Nancy Oberst 
Ellen Wasserman

Torah Tots 
Annie Nirschel 
Marcy Nirschel

Todah Rabah!  
Comedy Night
Michelle Fanwick 
Tammy Frydman 
Stuart Garrelick 
Josh Lander 
Steven Lander 
Barbara Lencheck 
Barrett Lester 
David Lester 
Esther Lester 
Harry Morgenthaler 
Andrew Moss 
Kathie Oberst 
Mary Oster 
Marty Paisner 
Karen Schwam 
Steve Sherman  
Ellen Wasserman

And special thanks  
to the staff:  
Jody Dietch 
Anne Casher   
Greg Williams

Chanukah Bash
Fran Charlip 
Naomi & Jeffrey Heftler  
Samantha Eskenazi 
Marguerite Felsenfeld 
Steven Frey 
Josh Kesselman 
Sharon Kesselman 
Mary Lester 
Jason Leventhal 
Lindsey Rossen 
Steven Rotstein 
Valerie Shukovsky 
Liz Wolf

Purim is March 1 (Erev Purim is February 28) and the plans 
are in the works for another fun celebration. The carnival is 
scheduled for March 4.

We will also be doing Mishloach Manot a bit differently this 
year. We will be DELIVERING your Mishloach Manot right 
to your door and you can give Mishloach Manot to your fel-
low congregants knowing they will definitely be getting one 
this year. More details below.  

purim’s coming…

And that means  
it’s time for  

Mishloach Manot!

Take part in the wonderful Mitzvah of sending 
Purim packages of fun-to-eat treats to your  
Beth El friends! It’s affordable with the hope 
that every member of our synagogue will be  
able to participate. Purim is a great time to  
show our community spirit. Please join us in 
sending these tasty gifts to one another.   
Your name will be listed on every gift you send. 

NEW THIS YEAR: We will be delivering  
each basket to every local member’s home. 

Everyone will get one!  So check your front  
door on or about Sunday, February 25 for  
YOUR Mishloach Manot package!!!!  Watch  
your mail, our website, and your email for  
ordering information!!!!

Do you know any 2, 3 or 4  
year olds? Let them know  

about our wonderful  
Nitzan Nursery School!
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Shabbat Shalom. Today I have 
the great honor of giving a D’var 
Torah, and I’m going to focus on 
the role that women play in the 
Bible, and more specifically in 
the book of Bereshit. This semes-
ter I have had the wonderful op-
portunity to take on a Hebrew 
Bible class in which we have ex-
plored different books of the Bi-

ble, and through this class, I have discovered the beautiful and 
powerful role that women encompass within the narrative. 

Today’s parsha, Vayeishev, is very fitting for this D’var, as one 
of the women in the parsha, Tamar, plays an important role 
and provides insight into the ways in which women shape the 
narrative of the Bible. I’ll get into her story in a few minutes, 
but I would first like to look at two other biblical women who 
also play vital and important roles in the Bible.

From the very first parsha of the Torah, we begin to see the 
importance of women and their relationship to the narrative. 
On a surface level, God would need women to fulfill His com-
mand that humankind “Be fertile and increase” (Gen. 1:28). 
Without women, man would not be able fulfill this command. 
However, on a deeper level, we come to see that women are 
so much more than just people who bring life into the world. 
Without Eve, both Adam and our people as a whole would 
not make it to the next step. After Eve encounters the serpent, 
Eve makes the first step in creating the pathway to the rest of 
the narrative. Without Eve’s initial step, we might still be stuck 
in the Garden of Eden, unable to open our eyes and become 
the nation we were set out to become. Some interpretations of 
this story see it as the fall of man, but one can also argue that 
it is really the rise of man. It is the rise, rather than the fall, 
because this story is what opens our eyes and gives us knowl-
edge. And without Eve, we would not be brought onto that 
path. Although some translations portray Adam as being with 
her during her conversation with the serpent, it is still Eve who 
does the dirty work. It is still Eve who wants her eyes to be 
opened. There is no expression through the narrative that sug-
gests that Adam wanted his eyes opened just as badly as Eve. 
Because Eve wanted her eyes opened, and because she wanted 
so badly to have wisdom, she was willing to eat the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge and see the world in a new and different 
way. Although God punishes mankind for Eve’s actions, there 
is an implication that without her decision, the story would 
not go on. And in a way, God’s punishment was not really a 
punishment, but rather a push to the next step in the narra-
tive. God’s “punishment” (or push) was a way to enable us to 
continue onto the next step in our journey, and we would not 
be led there without Eve’s help. Because of Eve, we are not 
only led onto the next step in our journey as a people, but God 

also takes precautions into the next stage of our existence, as 
He is led to see the dangers of the tree of life, and therefore, 
ensures that we, unlike Him, will be mortal. 

Through one of our matriarchs, Rebekah, we also see the vital 
role that women play in creating the pathways of the narrative. 
Rebekah, just like Eve, creates a pathway for the rest of the 
narrative and leads to the creation of Israel. In the parsha, To-
ledot, which we read just three weeks ago, Rebekah becomes 
pregnant with two baby boys and asks God why she exists if 
her babies already fight with one another (Gen. 25:22). God 
then responds by explaining that “Two nations are in your 
womb” (Gen. 25:23) and that “the older shall serve the young-
er” (Gen. 25:23). When Rebekah first asks why she exists, she 
does not realize that she has been sought out to become one 
of God’s human partners and to ensure that her younger son, 
Jacob, will be put on the path to building a great nation. Al-
though one can argue that Rebekah’s actions to fulfill this plan 
are wrong, one can also argue that she was only helping God 
to fulfill the plan He had set out for her children. Rebekah 
may insist that Jacob take on these deceitful actions, but it is 
only to further guide the narrative one step closer to creating 
our nation Israel. Through the narrative, we continue to see 
that this role that Rebekah takes on is not for herself, but for 
both God and Jacob. Jacob insists that this plan will fail be-
cause Isaac will know his skin from Esau’s. However, Rebekah 
assures Jacob that “Your curse, my son, be upon me!” (Gen. 
27:13). Through her selflessness, we see that Rebekah will take 
the fall if it means getting a step closer to fulfilling God’s plan. 
She is willing to take on the consequences, but she needs Jacob 
to trust her. Rebekah’s aid in fulfilling this plan does not stop 
here. Rebekah ultimately sends Jacob to Paddan-aram to save 
him from his brother’s anger regarding their father’s blessing, 
and it is there that he meets his wives and is then set on his 
path to ultimately become Israel. Without Rebekah’s guidance 
and faith in God’s plan, there would be no people Israel. 

One other woman in Bereshit who really makes a difference 
within the narrative is Tamar, who we meet in today’s parsha, 
Vayeshev. Although she plays a small role, she also has a lasting 
impact on Judah, which, in turn, affects the narrative dramati-
cally. We learn that Tamar, Judah’s daughter-in-law, loses both 
of her husbands after they displeased God. Judah then decides 
that Tamar would wait to marry his other son, Shelah, once he 
was mature enough. Now alone, Tamar, finds out that Judah is 
coming to visit her. She then proceeds to dress up as a prosti-
tute and play a trick that will forever change his life. When Ju-
dah sees Tamar is dressed up as a prostitute, he does not know 
that she is really Tamar and he therefore requests to sleep with 
her. She then requests his seal, cord, and staff as payment. A 
few months later, Judah, without his seal, cord, and staff, finds 
out that Tamar is pregnant. He orders for her to be killed, but 

continued on the next page

D’var Torah by Sarah Helfand / Delivered December 9, 2017 
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Beth El Food Certificate Program
Please consider joining the growing number of congregants participating in the Food Certificate program of the Synagogue. We earn a profit of 
5-10% on your purchase of Acme, Caraluzzi, Fairway, ShopRite, Stew Leonard’s, Stop & Shop, Whole Foods and Fresh Market  
certificates.  It doesn’t cost you a penny, because the profit comes to us directly from the stores when we purchase the certificates. Please fill out the 
form below and we will enroll you in the program. You may pick up the certificates at the Synagogue or from one of our volunteer sellers, or we  
will be happy to DELIVER them to you on a regular basis. Remember, it doesn’t cost you anything; you buy the certificates at face value from the  
Synagogue.  Use them as cash at the participating stores and the Synagogue earns money! This all goes to help support our various programs.  
Call the office at 838-2710 with any questions. Thank you!

Name _______________________________________________ Telephone ____________________________

Address __________________________________________________________City _____________________

Please set up delivery of the certificates on the _______ of each month.   I will pick up the certificates from the Synagogue on the _______ of each month.
_______ I would prefer to pick up the certificates from one of the Synagogue’s sellers.  Please tell me the name and phone number of the closest seller.

Please return this form to:  
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk, 109 East Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851  

Acme $ _______________________

Caraluzzi $ ___________________

Fairway $ ____________________  

Fresh Market $ _______________

ShopRite $ ___________________  

Stew Leonard’s $ _____________

Stop & Shop $ _________________

Whole Foods $ _________________

    Food and Gift Card Certificates
Don’t forget to buy your Food and Gift Cards! To order, call the synagogue at 203-838-2710 or fill out the form below. 

D’var Torah continued from page 10

when she brings him his seal, cord, and staff, he learns that 
he himself got Tamar pregnant. Once Judah sees what Tamar 
has done, and what he has also done, he claims that Tamar “is 
more in the right than I, inasmuch as I did not give her to my 
son Shelah” (Gen. 38:26). Before this occurrence, Judah was 
a man who was willing to give up what is very valuable, for 
something of less value. However, after Tamar tricks Judah, he 
is then able to see what is most valuable and moreover under-
stands the importance of holding onto what is most valuable. 
This change of mindset is most notably seen in the later parsha 
Vayiggash. In this parsha, Judah is willing to sacrifice himself 
for not only his father’s sake, but also for Benjamin’s sake. He 
calls himself Joseph’s servant and expresses to Joseph, “please 
let your servant remain as a slave to my lord instead of the 
boy, and let the boy go back with his brothers” (Gen. 44:33). 
In this verse, Judah illustrates the lesson that he has learned 
from Tamar, and his new willingness to put others before  
himself. Without Tamar, Judah would not reach this new 
mindset and ultimately, the story would turn out much differ-
ently. His story, and his new mindset is what then pushes Jo-
seph to let Benjamin and his brothers go, and in turn changes 
the story around for the better. 

Ultimately, it is through these women in Genesis that the 
narrative unfurls in the way it does. Without these women, 
without their choices, and without their steps, we would not 
be living and breathing the same story that we live and breathe 
today. It is with their help that we are led onto the path which 
has made us the nation we are today. 

After looking at these stories from the Torah and taking a 
deeper look into the ways in which women push the narra-
tive forward, I think that it is important to discuss why this 
matters and ask ourselves, why is it important that we see the 
ways in which women push the narrative forward? Although 
there are multiple ways to respond to this question, I think 
that it is important to look at how women have been perceived 
starting from the beginning of our existence. From the time 
we were created, women have often been overlooked, ignored 
and deemed as inferior to men. As a biblical example, Adam’s 
existence has always been seen as much more prominent than 
Eve’s. However, once we begin to look at the narrative of the 
Torah in a new and different way, we are led to believe that 
women, just as much as men, have the power and ability to 
“be the change,” make a difference, and impact the world in 
beautiful and meaningful ways. As a society, we have come a 
long way. In today’s world, we see women taking on roles that 
past generations would have never thought women could take 
on, such as fields in science, math, politics, religion and roles 
within armed forces. And with each new year, we see more and 
more women fighting for equality. However, we still have more 
work to do. We have to continue to fight for a world in which 
women’s voices and actions are heard, and when we look at the 
Torah, we see that the potential of that world is possible. I hope 
that, like Eve, your eyes have been opened, and that you may 
see the Bible in a new and beautiful way. Shabbat Shalom. 

Works Cited: Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, editors. The Jewish 
Study Bible, 2nd edition: Jewish Publication Society Tanakh Transla-
tion. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2014. Print.
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5778 High Holiday Appeal Contributions
�ank you to the following for helping to sustain Congregation Beth El-Norwalk 

through their paid donations to the High Holiday Appeal: 

$25 – $99
Sheila Abrahamson
Gloria Berman
Millicent & Carl Berger
Sharon & Mel Butow
Stephen & Helen Chodroff
Sherwin Coplin
Jody & Jeff Dietch and Family
Michelle and Eric Fanwick
Dina & Josh Fleischmann
Roxanne & Jay Freedman
Judy Gottesman
Jeremy Hall
James Hirshfield
Sharon & Josh Kesselman
Donald London &  
    Joan Herman-London
Ursula Marx
Joyce & Marvin Nekrich
Bruny Nieves Cortes
Judith & Rabbi Lee Paskind
Marilyn & Jack Rice
Sonya & Alan Rich
Sharon & Arthur Rubinstein
Samuel & Valerie Shukovsky
Norma Sinreich
Kim Krieger & Brian Tyson

$100 – $250
Lisa and Charles Adelmann
Marlyn Agatstein
Ralph & Susanna Akyuz
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Apelroth
Brian and Layla Berger
Wilma & Paul Bieler
Dr. Bruce M. Billig &  
    Beth I. Billig
Sidney Birnbaum
Paulette & Mark Brachman

Daneet & Eric Brill
In Memory of Roslyn  
    Cherniack
Hannah & Jeremy Cobin
Eytan Coll &  
    Suzannah Ohring
Sharon & Steven DeFala
Dr. & Mrs. Brian Duchan
Gail & Richard Epstein
Michele & Max Feldman
Deborah & Michael Feldman
Bernice & Richard  
    Friedenthal
Stuart Garrelick
Julia Marx & Andrew Genser
Andrea & Noah Goldman
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Goldstein
Ellen & Bob Gordon
Kate & Howard Greenberg
Dorothy Grimm
Hilda Kadden
Doris & Roger Kaye
Cathy & Jeffrey Kozak
Joanne Kozak
Beverly & Kenneth Krieger
Mary & Barrett Lester
Esther & David Lester
Rachel & Daniel Mann
Susan R. Nevas, Esq.
Helene & Shelly Newman
Kathie & David Oberst
Sally & Jonathan Potter
Judith Rafael
Pearl & Irving Richmond
Sharon & Marc Rosen
Madeline & Howard  
    Rosenbluth
Marguerite Felsenfeld & 
    Steven Rotstein
Jessica & Jason Rutherford

Patricia & James Samuels
Sylvia & Louis Schulman
Phyllis Eldridge &  
    Martin Shankman
Phyllis & Kenneth Siegel
Dr. Myra Skluth
Raquel Stabinski-Leib
Ilene & Simon Sumberg
Phyllis & Richard Weisberg

$275 – $499
Anonymous
Roberta & Steven Dick
Trudy & Allan Dubrow
Dr. Neil & Stephanie Gordon
Andrea & Sheldon  
    Greenberg
Jayne & David Hirshfield
Jill & Josh Lander
Rabbi Ita Paskind
Gail & Robert Pravder
Rina & Mitchell Reichgut
Rebecca & Michael Richards
Karen & Richard Schwam
Alison & Steve Sherman
Rabbi Jeffery Silberman &  
    Linda Lerman
Richard Stein

$500 – $750
Anonymous
Joe Brachfeld & Sandy Levy
Marcia & Kenneth Brookler
Caryn & Daniel Edelman
Samantha & Albert Eskenazi
Bryan Finkel & Bridget Nelis
Steve Freshman
Ellen & Arthur Gerstein
Abram Heisler & Riva  
    Silverman

Leona and Hazel Lepofsky
David Loewenberg &  
    Pamela Feldstein
Stacy & Gary Mozer
The Reiner Family
Marvin Rosenbaum
Jessica & Laurence Sheinman
Jane & Stu Steinman
Gloria Walkoff
Ellen & Joel Wasserman
Regina & Chris Young

$1,000 – $2,000
Susan & Alvin Epstein
Sharon & Leo Field
Rhonda & Larry Ginsberg
Ali & Josh Hurwitz
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp
Andrew Meyers & Andrea  
    Tolchinsky
Lois Miller
Nancy & Gary Oberst
Elaine & Gerald Rosenberg
Lindsey & David Rossen
Judy & Howard Saffan
Keith Satter & Betsy  
    Bernstein
Hilary & Donald Shaefitz
Michael & Janis Siegel
Laura & Jim Sugarman
Dorri & David Weinstein

$2,100 +
Barbara & Harvey Hennes
Joseph H. & Irma K.      
    Schachter
Susan, Gary & Hannah Singer
Linda & Steve Stein
Stefanie & Win Baum



January/February 2018   Page  13 

   

Congregation Beth El-Norwalk | 109 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 |  (203) 838-2710 | www.congbethel.org
Building On Our Legacy

Donations Thank you to the following congregants whose generosity helps to maintain our Congregation.

The deadline for the March/April Bulletin is February 9. Please submit articles on disk or via email to  
bulletins@congbethel.org. All charitable contributions must be submitted to the office by the last day of the 
month (Jan. 31) to be included. Donations made between Dec. – Jan. will be included. Charitable contributions  
to all funds received after the deadline will be included in the following issue’s Bulletin Funds listing.

General Fund

Howard Schloss & Melanie Glueck
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of  
Robert Satter
Dr. Stephen Stein & Linda Stein in memory  
of Mitchell Lieberman
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of  
Ethel Richards
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of  
Sheila Mason
Howard & Sara Tichauer in honor of  
Michelle Fanwick
Marvin & Harriette Goldstein in honor of 
Michelle Fanwick
Marvin & Harriette Goldstein in honor of  
Jim Sugarman
Joel Rotner in honor of Jim Sugarman as  
Chatan Bereishit
Stephen & Janet Green in memory of  
Mitchell Lieberman
Harvey & Barbara Hennes in memory of  
Lillian Billig
Harvey & Barbara Hennes in memory of  
Sarah Isaac’s mother
Harvey & Barbara Hennes in honor of Jim 
Sugarman
Harvey & Barbara Sugarman in honor of 
Michelle Fanwick
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld in 
memory of Robert Satter 
David Loewenberg & Pamela Feldstein in 
memory of Robert Satter
Neil & Stephanie Gordon in honor of Michelle 
Fanwick as Kallat Torah and for all her 
contributions to Beth El

Neil & Stephanie Gordon in honor of Jim 
Sugarman as Chatan Bereishet and for all his 
contributions to Beth El

Stephen & Janet Green in honor of Michelle 
Fanwick for her dedication and contribution  
to Beth El

Stephen & Janet Green in honor of Jim 
Sugarman for his dedication and contribution  
to Beth El

Lee Fanwick in honor of Michelle Fanwick

Lu & Robin Dorfman in memory of Gloria Blum
Richard & Karen Schwam in memory of  
Bernard Baer
Irit Tzemah

Building Fund

Joseph & Irma Schachter in honor of Jim 
Sugarman being recognized on Simchat Torah 
for his synagogue involvement 
Joseph & Irma Schachter in honor of Michelle 
Fanwick being recognized on Simchat Torah for 
her synagogue involvement 
Joseph & Irma Schachter in memory of Arthur 
Schachter
Joseph, Ted, Stephen & David Schachter in 
memory of Carol Kagan Schachter
Gerald & Elaine Rosenberg in memory of 
Stephen Rosenberg

Marvin & Sarah Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Brian & Layla 
Berger’s grandson, Jace Alexander
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of James & Patricia 
Samuels’ grandson, Asher
Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Lillian Billig
Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Marvin John 
MacDonald
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Jim Sugarman 
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Michelle Fanwick 
Marvin Rosenbaum in memory of Mark Namm
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Ilene & Simon 
Sumberg’s grandson, Elias Amir Gopal
Marvin Rosenbaum in honor of Harry 
Morgenthaler receiving Beth El’s Mitzvah Hero 
Award
Beth El, in appreciation of Marvin Rosenbaum’s 
davening during the High Holidays
Paul & Wilma Bieler in memory of Robert Satter
David & Beverly Stein in honor of Jim Sugarman 
as Chatan Beresheit
David & Beverly Stein in honor of Michelle 
Fanwick as Kallat Torah
Roger & Doris Kaye in honor of Jim Sugarman  
as Chatan Bereishet

Roger & Doris Kaye in honor of Michelle Fanwick 
Roger & Doris Kaye in memory of  
Mitchell Lieberman
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of  
Gloria Blum
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of  
Ethel Shaefitz
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of  
Bernard Baer
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in honor of Jim 
Sugarman for Simchat Torah
Joel & Ellen Wasserman in memory of Gloria Blum
Joel & Ellen Wasserman in memory of Robert Satter
Joel & Ellen Wasserman in memory Mitchell 
Lieberman
Joel & Ellen Wasserman in memory of Hilda Brier
Joel & Ellen Wasserman in memory of Lillian Billig
Joseph Brachfeld & Sandy Levy in honor of 
Emanuel Brachfeld
Joseph Brachfeld & Sandy Levy in honor of Eva 
Brachfeld
Martin Shankman & Phyllis Eldridge in honor of 
Jim Sugarman
Andrea & Noah Goldman in honor of Zachary 
Young’s Bar Mitzvah
Stephen & Helen Chodroff 
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in memory of Gloria Blum
Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Marc 
& Sharon Rosen’s support of the Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of 
Steven Rotstein & Marguerite Felsenfeld’s 
support of the Rosenbaum Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of 
Marvin Rosenbaum’s support of the Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Gloria 
Walkoff’s support of the Rosenbaum Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation 
of Naomi Shermer Caplin’s support of the 
Rosenbaum Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Ellen 
& Joel Wasserman’s support of the Rosenbaum 
Kiddush Fund

continued on the next page
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Donations (continued from page 13)

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation 
of Stephen & Janet Green’s support of the 
Rosenbaum Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of 
Harold & Karen Jackson’s support of the 
Rosenbaum Kiddush Fund

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of Rabbi 
Jeffery Silberman and Linda Lerman’s support of 
the Rosenbaum Kiddush Fund

From all the Karps in appreciation of Marvin 
Rosenbaum’s service as a director of Jewish 
Family Service

From all the Karps in honor of David Hirshfield’s 
High Holy Day leadership

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in honor of David 
Loewenberg’s High Holy Day leadership

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in appreciation of  
Dr. Stephen Stein’s “Chai” Holy Day appeal

Doug & Dr. Sharon Karp in memory of Marvin 
John MacDonald

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Michael & Merle Toobin in honor of Michael’s 
Aliyah at the Interfaith Sukkot Shabbat
Mitchell & Rina Reichgut in memory of Hilda Brier
Mitchell & Rina Reichgut in honor of Luca Poppy 
Siegel
Gerald & Elaine Rosenberg in appreciation of the 
Rabbi’s support during Elaine’s recovery
Ted & Judy Semmel in appreciation of all the 
Rabbi’s thoughtfulness 
Bruce Billig in memory of Lillian Billig
Steve Dienstfrey

The Minyannaires Fund

Joseph Brachfeld & Sandy Levy in memory of 
Mitchell Lieberman
Bruce Billig in memory of Lillian Billig 

Tzedakah Fund

Susie Blumenfeld in honor of Zachary Young’s 
Bar Mitzvah
Alan & Sunny Rich in honor of Michelle Fanwick 
and her tireless efforts on behalf of Beth El

Hesed Fund

Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Hilary Brier
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Robert Satter
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Steven 
Abrahamson
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Joseph Krantz

Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Harold Marks
Ray & Gail Weinstein in honor of Jim Sugarman 
as Chatan Bereishit
Alan & Sunny Rich in memory of Arthur Shadlen

Soup Kitchen Fund

Hesed Fund in memory of Robert Satter
Hesed Fund in memory of Mitchell Lieberman
Hesed Fund in memory of Hilda Brier
Hesed Fund in memory of Gloria Blum
Hesed Fund in memory of Marvin John MacDonald
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Sophie 
Krantz
Donald, Hilary, Scott, & Jared Shaefitz in memory 
of Nathan Krantz

Nitzan Nursery School Fund

Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in honor of the birth of 
Karen & Richard Schwam’s granddaughter, Luca 
Poppy 
Donald & Hilary Shaefitz in memory of Pauline 
Ginsberg

Camp Ramah Fund

Beth El, in appreciation of David Loewenberg’s 
davening during the High Holidays
Beth El, in appreciation of Marguerite 
Felsenfeld’s davening during the High Holidays
Beth El, in appreciation of Max Helfand’s 
davening during the High Holidays

Torah Repair Fund

Alan & Sunny Rich in honor of Jim Sugarman 
and his longtime dedication to Beth El
Leona Lepofsky & Hazel Lepofsky in memory of 
Anna Lepofsky
Beth El, in appreciation of David Hirshfield’s 
davening during the High Holidays

Kadden B’nei Mitzvah Fund

Alan & Sunny Rich in memory of Maurice Fund

Yahrzeit

Harvey & Barbara Hennes in memory of Sylvia 
Hennes
Robert & Fira Wagman in memory of Morris 
Wagman
David & Kathie Oberst in memory of Butch Layman
Irwin & Lilia Kfare in memory of Leizer Gizunterman
Lanny & Debbie Boles in memory of Sam Boles
Alvin & Susan Epstein in memory of Rochelle 
Rothpearl

Gary & Susan Singer in memory of Bernard Olshansky
Keith Satter, Betsy Bernstein & their families in 
memory of Jean Satter
Lusia Gertelman in memory of Peppi Schwebisch
Michael, Joan, Jordan & Gabriel Albert in 
memory of Gertrude Albert
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of Louis Stein
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of Minnie Bass 
Dr. Stephen & Linda Stein in memory of Daniel Stein
Jeffery Silberman & Linda Lerman in memory of 
Hank Silberman
Joanne Kozak in memory of Felix Kozak
Renée R. Golub in memory of Edward H. Golub
Martin & Linda Novack in memory of Michael Novack
Alan Murnick in memory of Linda Murnick
Alan Murnick in memory of Isadore Murnick
Stephen & Janet Green in memory of Morris Green
Stephen & Janet Green in memory of Robert Schmerl
The Brodkin family in memory of Leslie Brodkin
Family of Meyer Sherman in memory of Joseph 
Sherman
Martin Shankman & Phyllis Eldridge in memory 
of Morris Tarshis
Martin Shankman in memory of Florence Shankman
Les & Phyllis Asher in memory of Sylvia Asher
Roberta Bjornson in memory of Beatrice Grossman
Edward Brodkin in memory of Albert Brodkin
Edward Brodkin in memory of Riva Brodkin
Judith Pelled in memory of Ludwig Fleischman
Judith Pelled in memory of Helen Fleischman
Helen Levine in memory of Herman Schmal
Helen Levine in memory of Laizer Zelinger
Helen Levine in memory of Helen Zelinger
Beth Billig in memory of Beatrice Weinstein
Nedianne Koch in memory of Ruth Koch
Nedianne Koch in memory of Philip Koch
Nedianne Koch in memory of Steven Koch
Irwin & Lilia Kfare in memory of Genia 
Gizunterman
The Karp family in memory of Martin Karp
Phyllis Gitlin in memory of Morris Gitlin
Gerald & Elaine Rosenberg in memory of  
Stella Rosenberg
Andy Meyers & Andrea Tolchinsky in memory  
of Gussie Meyers
James & Patricia Samuels in memory of Samuel 
Samuels
Jeffrey & Shari Ulman in memory of Alvin Ulman
Alan & Trudy Dubrow in memory of Sandra Dubrow
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