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What’s the Date?
What’s the date? What day is it? All of us sometimes need to ask someone these questions. All of us sometimes
lose track of time. Even the prayer leader during Shacharit morning weekday services sometimes needs to stop
and remember what day it is in order to recite the correct psalm of the day.
Most of us treat this with humor but, in reality, the Jewish calendar is of great importance. As we have been
studying in Mishnah Rosh Hashanah during Seuda Shelishit (right after Minchah on Shabbat), Jewish law goes
to great lengths to preserve a unified Jewish calendar, even going so far as to allow people to desecrate the Sabbath in order to serve as witnesses to the new moon (month).
A unified Jewish calendar, to this day, serves to unify the Jewish people as one. Whether one is Conservative, Reform, or Orthodox, Ashkenazi, Mizrachi, or Sepharadi, Chassidic or Misdagdic, an Israeli or a Diaspora Jew, the
Jewish calendar is the same (more or less). In fact, the Jewish calendar is an official calendar of the State of Israel
and all Jewish holidays are official state holidays.
As the Mishnah teaches, when groups wanted to attack Judaism, many tried to disrupt the declaration of the new
month and thereby destroy the unifying Jewish calendar. Thankfully, our Sages found ways to circumvent these
challenges and preserve the Jewish people as one.
In our day as well, unity is of no less importance. This Rosh Hashanah, let us commit to walking in the path of
our Sages and work toward a Jewish community of diversity, love, people who get along, and unity. As the new
rabbi of B’nai Zion, I hold out my arms in the spirit of Jewish communal unity to our entire congregation as
well as to the members of Temple Mount Sinai and Chabad, the Jewish Federation, JFCS, JCC, Anusim Center,
El Paso Jewish Academy, Holocaust Museum, Hadassah, our Jewish group at Monte Vista, and all of the Jewish
families in El Paso.
With blessings for a good and sweet new year,

3

Rabbi Royi is hidden somewhere in The Messenger. Can you spot him? Hint: It’s not on this page.
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Once again the High Holidays are just around the corner. With Rosh Hashanah
beginning on October 3rd, I wish each and every one of you a hearty Shana Tova!
Yom Kippur and the days leading up to it, affords us the occasion for
introspection. This is the time we take each year to examine ourselves and our actions.
If we owe someone an apology, we should take the time to make amends before we
can ask Ha Shem for forgiveness. However, how can we make amends to our
community?
Community service is your opportunity to give back to others less fortunate
and in need. This can be within El Paso, the Jewish Community and B’nai Zion. As
I have mentioned before, the synagogue is our “spiritual home” but currently it is in
disrepair. Many mitzvahs can be accomplished through your efforts. This could be in
the form of committee involvement for ongoing or special events. In addition, more
“physical” assistance would also be appreciated through repairs or donations for
repairs.
Even more importantly to B’nai Zion is your “spiritual presence.” Our building,
programs, events, services are not as important as the congregants, you. Please join
us for the High Holiday services and make the commitment to start this year with less
regrets, for less amends and more tikun olam. Ha Shem provides for us in many ways,
but what can we offer in return? Through introspection and repairing B’nai Zion, we
prepare our “spiritual home” for the future.

-Alan Cohen
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Lynn Schusterman, Jewish philanthropist and signee on the Giving Pledge has remarked
that “our people represent a tapestry of interwoven identities embodying the rich diversity of
what it means to be Jewish.” When I examine our Sisterhood membership lists for 5776 and
5777, I find this to be so true. We have members from many nations, many backgrounds,
diverse professions, and varied Jewish experiences. It is a strength for our Sisterhood and our
community. With that in mind, I hope each of you will find time to share your strengths with
Sisterhood by providing program ideas, volunteering to help in our fundraising, or attending
our events throughout the year.
At the September Membership Luncheon, Sisterhood was pleased to introduce Shoshanna
Schechter-Shaffin to our membership. Her presentation on “The Legacy of Jewish Women and
You” was informative and entertaining. We are so fortunate to have Shoshanna as a resource in
our community. At the luncheon, I was pleased to report that this summer we raised over $1300
in the Honey from the Heart fundraiser. Our membership as of September 18 is more than 60
members. Sandy Peitzer and Robin Krasne have sent out our Rosh Hashanah packages in our
College Connection program. We are providing funding to Talmud Torah and USY. Sisterhood
is working diligently to maintain our kosher kitchens. Bernadine Belkin sold the first Torah
Fund cards at our luncheon, beginning our journey to surpass last year’s $500+ for Torah Fund.
The Sisterhood Board has recently agreed to help replace the broken water fountain at the
synagogue in time for the High Holidays. So you can see that Sisterhood is at the heart of
keeping things moving at our synagogue.
Sisterhood membership registration remains open. Contact me or stop by the synagogue to
fill out a form and become part of our dynamic organization. The Sisterhood is appreciative of
the Mitzvah and Torah membership sponsors who are identified elsewhere in this publication.
The Chaver members are also valued as strong supporters of Sisterhood.
Sisterhood wishes Shana Tova to our community. May everyone have a healthy, peaceful, and
happy New Year.
In Sisterhood,
Patty Hutman
Sisterhood President
pahutman@gmail.com
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Sisterhood Membership Sponsors
Mitzvah sponsors:

Torah sponsors:

Martha Eisenberg
Dana Frank
Robin Furman
Patty Hutman
Judy Weiser

Blanca Carrasco
Linda Corral
Mona Goldberg
Kristin Kimmelman
Joan Korn
Leticia Neiman
Gail Slater
Laura Tolentino
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Congregation B’nai Zion Sisterhood
Affiliated with
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
Pacific Southwest Region
Membership Form
2016-2017
Yes! Please include me for membership in Congregation B’nai Zion Sisterhood!
I want to support the synagogue, maintain the Kosher kitchens, provide complete catering services
for weekly Oneg Shabbats and life cycle events, help the Talmud Torah, USY, Kadima, and maintenance
of the cemetery, as well as special programs sponsored by Sisterhood during the year.

Name ________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _________
Telephone (home) ____________________ (Cell) _____________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________
I am a first-time member of Sisterhood. Yes _______ No _______
We have a new membership structure as determined by the Sisterhood Board of Directors. Please select the
category of membership you desire.
□

Mitzvah Sponsor……………… $236.00 (listed as sponsor for all Sisterhood events this year
And in every issue of The Messenger; no further fees
are assessed for any Sisterhood event this year)

□

Torah Sponsor………………… $118.00 (listed as sponsor for all Sisterhood events and in
The Messenger)

□

Chaver Sponsor………………

□

optional $5.00 donation to the Hinda Goodman Cemetery Fund

$30.00 (this is the basic membership fee)

Total amount enclosed $______________
Please enclose your check made out to Congregation B’nai Zion Sisterhood and
send it with this form to CBZ Sisterhood, 805 Cherry Hill Lane, El Paso, Texas 79912.
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Ladies’ (and Gentlemen’s)
Evening in the Sukkah
with the Rabbi
Wednesday, October 19
6:45 p.m. (right after minyan)
Congregation B’nai Zion Sukkah
Sponsored by B’nai Zion Sisterhood
(all B’nai Zion members are invited)

Enjoy our traditional meal of corned beef sandwiches and
share an evening of learning
with Rabbi Royi Shaffin as he discusses
“In Search of Happiness”
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My name is Noah Jacob Hagins. My Bar Mitzvah is going to be on November 5,
2016 at B’nai Zion Synagogue. I’ve been studying very hard for this special occasion
and am excited to be recognized as a member of the Jewish community. I am grateful
to Rabbi Leon for helping me with my studies.
I’m a 7th grader at Lincoln Middle School. My favorite subjects are Social
Studies and Reading. I play football for Lincoln and have been playing football for
almost 7 years. I also enjoy playing basketball and have played for 6 years. I am in the
B’nai Zion Boy Scout troop with my older brother, Elijah. My rank is Second Class.
My favorite thing about Boy Scouts is that I get to go on camp-outs. I am also a
member of the B’nai Zion Kadima group. In my spare time I like to read, play video
games, ride my bike, and spend time with my friends and my older brother. I am the
middle child in my family. I have a younger sister named, Hannah.
I love sports and I want all kids to have the same opportunity I have had to play
sports. If kids want to play sports, they need different kinds of equipment. I want to
give children who may not have access to sports equipment the chance to receive the
equipment they need in order to play the sports they love. My Bar Mitzvah project
is to receive donations of new or gently used sports equipment that I will give to the
Boys and Girls Clubs of El Paso. If you would like to help me with my project, you
can bring your donations to B’nai Zion on the weekend of my Bar Mitzvah. As I get
older, I want to volunteer at the Boys and Girls Clubs of El Paso and teach the children
to enjoy sports as much as I do. Sports teaches discipline, responsibility, respect, and
teamwork and these are important lessons to learn. This is why it is so important to
me that kids everywhere can experience what it is like to play sports.
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HIGH HOLIDAY CHILDCARE
We are offering childcare
For the High Holidays
Babysitting will be offered from
10:30 am – Noon
Monday, October 3
Tuesday, October 4
Wednesday, October 12
Marvin Nadler Youth Room
(Will include light lunch)
Ages 3 – 8 only – must be potty-trained
Call Lynn in the office for
more information 833-2222

HIGH HOLIDAY
JR. CONGREGATION
Ages 5 – 12
Monday, October 3, 2016
11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
CHAPEL
(Will include a light lunch)
TOT SERVICE AGES 3 – 5
11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
(Must be potty-trained)
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Judy Weiser – Speedy recovery
Paulette Newberger

Rabbi Royi Shaffin – Welcome to
B’nai Zion
Maurice Kurland

Cindy and Louis Cohen – In
honor of their special anniversary Michael Dipp
Martha & Clifford Eisenberg
Sandra & Thomas Dula
Leslie & Richard Otis
Tanny Berg – In honor of the
Cindy Cohen – On her special
birth of your grandchild
birthday
Idelle & Harvey Greenberg
Martha & Clifford Eisenberg

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

If a relative or friend is suffering from an illness, perhaps you would like to recite a special prayer for the speedy recovery
of the ailing person. Traditionally, the Hebrew name of the sick person and the Hebrew name of the sick person's mother are
mentioned during the prayer. It would be helpful if you would provide us with this information when you make your request.
Prayers for the recovery of the sick are customarily accompanied by a gift to a deserving charity. The merit of this kind
deed arouses God's mercy and His powers of healing. Although any amount is deemed appropriate on such an occasion, a gift
of CHAI - $18 - or multiples of 18 - is particularly fitting when pleading for a person's recovery from sickness.
Chai in Hebrew means life. The two Hebrew letters which constitute the word - CHET and YUD - have the numerical
equivalents of eight and ten respectively, together yielding the sum of eighteen. For this reason it has become a custom to give
charity in the amount of CHAI when praying for the well-being of a suffering person.
Enclosed please fnd a contribution in the sum of $ _____________________________________________________
Please make a Misheberach (Prayer for the recovery) for:
Name (English) _________________________________________________________________________________
(Hebrew)_______________________Mother's Name (Hebrew) ___________________________________________
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Isadore Greenberg
Harvey & Idelle Greenberg

Sheryl Fuhr
Rosalie Halpin

Bruce Gordon
Ruth Erlich

Women’s League Torah Fund
Sisterhood is selling cards to help you
commemorate many events:
Get Well cards

Condolence cards

Mazel Tov cards

Milestone cards

Cards are $5.00 each if you mail it;
$5.50 if Sisterhood mails it.
Contact Bernadine Belkin, Torah Fund chair,
at 833-3307 to purchase cards.
All funds raised benefit the
Jewish Theological Seminary.
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01
Neftali Maldonado
Jaime Rubinstein

14
Paulette Newberger
Julie Otis

02
Lee J. Nadler
Sheri Rosenbaum

15
Joshua Grodin
Howard Goldberg

03
Jared Grodin

16
Rose Gallardo – Herrera
Ellyn Bork

04
Monica Kimmelman
Evia Dula
05
Helen Pearlmutter
Joan Cherno

17
Lisa Nadler
Esther Kishk
Nat Holzer
David Schecter

02
Catherine and
Jeffrey Weislow
05
Jacklyn Orellana
and Mario
Gurany-Ochoa
08
Sheri and Todd 		
Reiter

06
Judith Goldfarb

18
Marshall Ethan Lipson
Ross Theodore Lipson

08
Richard Grodin

19
Henri Raphael

09
Julian Cohen
Noah Williams

20
Byran Goldman
Elizabeth Holland
Yolanda Radcliffe

26
Loretta and Randy
Fertel

21
Amit Toren
Sandra Nadler
Jack Cohen

29
Sandy and Jack 		
Peitzer

11
Cesar Carrasco
Joani Schonberg
12
Adam Levine
Solomon Holland
13
Tara Peitzer
Jason Schwartz

22
Debby Frank
23
Cesar Pazos Jr.
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Ann and Tibor 		
Schaechner

10/01 (28 Elul)
Robert Brown
Beckie Kishk
10/02 (29 Elul)
Bert Neumark
10/03 (1 Tishrei)
Saul Himelstein
Mark Scoggin
Shimon Schlusselberg
Harry Teplitz
10/04 (2 Tishrei)
David Leon
Shirley Scharf
10/05 (3 Tishrei)
Max Rosenbaum
Sally Gulbas
10/06 (4 Tishrei)
Menachem Wernicky
10/07 (5 Tishrei)
Rose Cherry
10/08 (6 Tishrei)
Joe Galatzan
10/09 (7 Tishrei)
Arlene Hutman
Ida Levenfus

10/10 (8 Tishrei)
Irving Meyer Felsen
10/11 (9 Tishrei)
Florence Freedenthal
Moses Schwartz

10/22 (20 Tishrei)
Calman Ellowitz
Pearl Pracker
10/23 (21 Tishrei)
Nathan Pepper

10/12 (10 Tishrei)
Genia Nadler
Levi Nadler
Julius Dula
Efrayim Altus
Rivka Altus

10/25 (23 Tishrei)
Breneh Heller
Lazar Kopilowitz
Norton Landfield
Yakov Rubin
Lena Swartz

10/13 (11 Tishrei)
Henry Schlusselberg
Anne Beleck

10/26 (24 Tishrei)
Norton Furman
William Goldfarb

10/14 (12 Tishrei)
Anna Butcher

10/27 (25 Tishrei)
Debra Eckert

10/15 (13 Tishrei)
Ida Siegelman
Joseph Gniazdowitz

10/28 (26 Tishrei)
Richard Carvajal
Sallye Engman

10/16 (14 Tishrei)
Dora Veta

10/29 (27 Tishrei)
Nathan Behman

10/20 (18 Tishrei)
Julius Guez
Sidney Kaplowitz

Yahrzeit is a Yiddish word, which literally means “time of year” or memorial. Jews of
Ashkenazi descent use this term. Sephardim call this commemoration nahala, in Ladino. This
custom is widely observed and based on the Jewish tradition of commemorating the death of a
relative.
All the Yahrzeit rituals are deeply ingrained in the Jewish life. The common rituals that are
performed in the honorable memory of the departed soul include reciting the Kaddish prayer
and lighting a Yahrzeit candle.
Yahrzeit also includes the action of donating charity in memory of a deceased loved one.
Through the performance of the mitzvah of tzedakah in the name of the departed, the merit of
the deed is shared with the soul of the late relative, as their memory is enhanced.
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Special thanks to:
Martha and Jaime Rubinstein for sponsoring our
Shabbat flowers in loving memory of,
Chaya Rubinstein.
Felicia and Marvin Rubin for sponsoring
our Shabbat flowers in loving memory of, Edith Frankel.
Mike Batkin for sponsoring the Kiddush lunch in loving
memory of his father, Jerome Batkin.
Leah Chayes and Tanny Berg for sponsoring the
Sunday morning breakfast in loving memory of Jack Berg.

Apologies to Felicia Rubin
whose generous donation
to the Honey from the Heart
campaign was unacknowledged
in September’s Messenger.
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