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Will Judaism survive without the Jewish community? As new technological advances
effect the process of communication in the world and as the growing numbers of millennials
make an impact on civilization, a question which the Jewish people need to answer is, will we be
better or worse as a result of these changes and will we even survive?
In many areas of the Diaspora, there seems to be a growing trend, especially among young
Jews, to maintain their identity with their heritage without the need to belong to a synagogue,
without supporting the Jewish Federation and even without providing a valuable Jewish
education for their children. Many synagogues today are downsizing, merging, or even closing in
areas where at one time their membership and participation were exploding with support and
involvement. It is becoming more and more difficult to find volunteers to offer their time to
serve on committees, to attend not only services, but other social and cultural events, and to
make a genuine commitment to become leaders who are devoted to the cause of that
congregation or Jewish organization.
We have seen films, have read articles and have personally observed this phenomenon
which is real and is having a profound impact on Jewish life today. There are a variety of theories
which sociologists, rabbis and Jewish professionals are expounding to explain just what is the
cause of this lack of participation and performance by this new young generation of Jews. Some
feel that it is simply a case of apathy and indifference based on the reality that there doesn’t seem
to be any threat such as anti-Semitism or enemies who are trying to destroy us. Therefore, we are
so complacent in feeling the need to identify strongly and vocally as Jews in the general world,
that we are not motivated to be part of the Jewish community as our parents’ or grandparents’
generation was.
Others offer the idea that technology has replaced personal and face to face
communication. It isn’t necessary to talk to another person, to attend a meeting or event or
service; we can do that through texting, Skype, Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, etc.
Rabbinical bodies are now discussing the Halachic restrictions of live streaming a synagogue
service by which a Minyan can be formed even if only one or two individuals are actually in
the sanctuary or chapel, as long as there are a total of ten “tuning in” on their iPads at the same
time. It is much more convenient and easier to offer our input through social media, rather than
through personally speaking to one another or attending a gathering which requires us to
actually leave our homes and to attend an actual physical meeting place.
I am entering the 47th year of my rabbinate as I was ordained to be a rabbi in 1971. I have
seen so much in my life as a teacher of Judaism for nearly half a century. I feel that I can offer
some observations that might be helpful. As a little boy, I grew up in a large Conservative
synagogue in Bridgeport, Connecticut where my father, David Leon of Blessed Memory, served
as Cantor. The synagogue had a membership of 750 families, with 500 students in Talmud Torah,
over 100 in a Hebrew High School and as a teenager I was a member of four very large Jewish
youth groups. In the town, there were four kosher butcher shops, a kosher deli, seven
Orthodox synagogues and a large Reform synagogue as well as the Conservative one that I
attended. The last time I attended that synagogue was four years ago as Sharon and I had come
to town for her 50th high school reunion. We attended Friday night services where less than 20
people were present, and almost all were in their 80’s. The youngest person was the rabbi who
was in his 30’s with three small kids. The service actually wasn’t even in the chapel; it was in a
classroom.
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Today, Congregation Rodeph Sholom, has about 200 members, no Talmud Torah, no
youth groups and is barely holding on. It breaks my heart. Last year, an officer of a congregation
in Randolph, Massachusetts called me and begged me to take some prayer books and Humashim
from her congregation which was closing after 100 years of existence and merging with
another struggling synagogue nearby. These are just two of hundreds of synagogues today which
are desperately trying to survive, and while the demographics are part of the problem, the real
crisis is caused by the changing attitude and commitment of the young generation and future
leaders of the Jewish community.
Many of us are feeling this happening here in El Paso, as well. I truly believe that there are
solutions to this problem and that we need to act on it before it is too late. First of all, the
older generation must have serious talks with their children and grandchildren. It can’t just be
the rabbi. Many communities, and ours is no exception, often make the rabbi the scapegoat of
all the Jewish problems. But in reality, the older generation, my generation and your generation,
must actively engage our children and grandchildren in a dialogue about the incredible
teachings, values, events of our involvement in the synagogue which have shaped who we are as
Jews and as human beings. We tend not to want to talk to the members of that generation
because perhaps we fear that we will offend them or that we will be imposing our beliefs on
them. Do we have the right to? Absolutely. If we remain silent then we will become the problem
instead of solving it.
Secondly, we should also do outreach to the non-Jewish community. I have spoken before
and have written articles about the reality that the Jewish people were obligated to teach others
and bring them to Jewish values. We stopped bringing others to the Jewish faith when
Christianity took that job over and now we are less than 14 million and they are over a billion.
Does that make sense? We have an incredible product to bring to the non-Jewish world; it is
called Judaism; try it you will not just like it; you’ll love it.
The third solution is related to the second, and here it is very controversial, and that is
outreach to the Anusim, the descendants of those who were forced to convert from Judaism to
Christianity at the time of the Spanish Inquisition, many of whom would easily entertain the
idea of returning if we welcomed them and did outreach to them. I, myself, have brought back
more than 70 families.
There is a group of people now in Amarillo who have made the 7 hour trek to El Paso
twice and want to return to Judaism. They have been studying for a number of years. According
to the scholars at the Netanya Academic College, of the 200 million people in Brazil today, there
could be as many as 25% who have Jewish roots. Outreach is now being offered to them. Imagine
another 50 million potential Jewish souls returning.
We have about 5,000 Jews in El Paso today, but minimally of the 750,000 citizens of this
city and of the 1½ million in Juarez, at least 10% have Jewish roots, imagine if even a small
portion of those decided to return. Would we even be discussing Jewish survival? No, we would
wonder how to accommodate them all.

-Rabbi Stephen A. Leon
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I had the loveliest Shabbat recently. My husband Cesar and I met two other couples for
appetizers and cocktails before heading to the synagogue for Kabbalat Shabbat services. After
services, we stopped at a coffee house. We’re all B’nai Zion members so naturally our
conversation eventually made its way to the synagogue. We talked about the great things
happening at the shul, about what needs to change or be improved and about…yes, it’s cliché,
but we also talked about “the good ol’ days.”
It was during that conversation that someone said, “Everybody has a B’nai Zion story.”
What a profound statement! Everybody really does have a B’nai Zion story. I’ve heard many of
them, but I know there are hundreds more. So many wonderful events have taken place at our
shul: weddings, baby namings, B’nei Mitzvot, each with a story. There are stories that, now that
they’re from the past, tell of fun times while misbehaving at Talmud Torah and during High
Holiday services. There are plenty of contemporary stories, too. One of my favorite B’nai Zion
stories took place during Shabbat services. As we finished reciting the Sh’ma, Rabbi Leon read,
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the Land of Egypt to be your God. I am the
Lord your God.” Erin, my 3-year-old son, turned to me and, to my immense embarrassment, in
no small voice asked, “He’s God?!”
History buff that I am, I think a compilation of our B’nai Zion stories is a unique and
fabulous way to document our 115+ years of history. Please consider writing down your B’nai
Zion stories and sending them to me. You can write by hand, type or send your story via e-mail.
They can be long or, as mine above is, just a couple of sentences. You don’t have to be a
Hemingway, just write them as you’d recite them; stories from the heart.
I’ll compile the stories to create a B’nai Zion History Book told by our membership. I
know it will make a great read and some day our children and their children will have a
wonderful source of information about the people they know and love and about the synagogue
that built our community.

-Debra Pazos
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We are one!  !דחא ונחנאB’nai Zion Sisterhood is extremely grateful to all participants of the
Purim Project. With your assistance, Sisterhood will be able to continue the mitzvot performed
for B’nai Zion congregants, BZUSY and Talmud Torah. Thank you for helping us help others.
Many of our “Sisters,” give beyond B’nai Zion to serve and support the El Paso Jewish community.
April offers us more opportunities to do just that with
12-Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Memorial Day)
19-Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israeli Independence Day)
29-El Paso’s Jewish Community Good Deeds Day
Our upcoming events to serve and support Sisterhood include the following
April 25-Book Review for “The Book of Separation” by Tova Mirvis at Temple Mount
Sinai (6:00 PM-Board Room) with Rabbi Zeidman as the facilitator
May 6-Another award-winning film presentation Theodore Bikel – In the Shoes of
Sholom Aleichem at B’nai Zion (6:30 PM-Friedman Social Hall)-see announcement for
more information
June 3-Sister Appreciation (10:00 AM) to honor and recognize our Mitzvah as well
as Torah members
If you are interested in Sisterhood membership or want to upgrade, feel free to contact
Sarah Williams
691-5044
Debbie Cohen
249-6505
As always, don’t forget, any supplies you may need for all holidays can be found at our Gift Shop!
Tikkun olam is achieved when we give to those in need. Your support for both Sisterhood
and B’nai Zion benefits us all. Thank you for making our future brighter.
In Sisterhood

-Debbie Cohen
PS- Our March 8th 7:00 PM (International Women’s Day) event “Life is Short – Eat Dessert
First” will be rescheduled.
Torah Fund
Giving Back to Those Who Give So Much
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CBZ Sisterhood Presents
a film you won’t want to miss!
Sunday, May 6
6:30 p.m.
Friedman Social Hall
$12.00 per person

Sponsor this event:
Underwriter $236.00 (includes 6 tickets)
Benefactor $118.00 (includes 4 tickets)
Patron $ 54.00 (includes 2 tickets)

Theater snacks and drinks will be provided.

Join CBZ Sisterhood, TMS Women of
Reform Judaism, and Hadassah
for a review of
The Book of Separation
by Tova Mirvis
Wednesday, April 25
6:00 p.m.
Temple Mount Sinai
Board Room
Discussion will be led by
Rabbi Ben Zeidman
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Boy Scout Flag Service
USY Advisor Erin Pazos and USYers Elijah
and Noah Hagins arrive in Las Vegas for a
Shabbaton with USYers from Oklahoma and Las
Vegas. Read more about their amazing experience
in the May issue of the Messenger.
Many thanks to the Jewish Federation of
Greater El Paso for the generous grant that helped
make this event possible.
Aaron Wechter Memorial Scholarship Fund
Accepting applications for Fall 2018 semester
Aaron Wechter was a long-time philanthropist and leader in the Jewish and
business community in El Paso, Texas. The UTEP Memorial Scholarship was
established in his name by his widow, Sylvia Wechter, and her family in 2014
to financially assist a worthy UTEP student interested in bettering the Jewish
community of El Paso. Building upon Aaron Wechter’s legacy of communal
involvement and dedication, Sylvia and her family continue to be major
supporters of the El Paso community. Anyone interested in applying can
contact the UTEP Office of Scholarships (call 747-5748 or email
scholar@utep.edu) Completed application forms, with personal statements
attached, must be received or postmarked no later than Wednesday, April
18, 2018.

Boy Scout Troop 613 of the Yucca Council appreciates your help
and support in promoting scouting.
In 2018 Troop 613 will be posting United States flags in the yards
of residents desiring this service. The price of this service is
$32.00 with the proceeds going to defray the costs for our scouts
with summer camp and other outdoor scouting activities
throughout the year.
The flags will be posted in the front yards of participating
homeowners on the mornings of the holidays listed below and
taken down that evening.
Dates of Service

Holiday

Monday May 28th
Thursday June 14th
Wednesday July 4th
Monday September 3rd

Memorial Day
Flag Day
Independence Day
Labor Day

Call the Scoutmaster listed below to get started!
Name: Alan J. Cohen
Phone: Home (915) 249-6505/Mobile (817) 800-0196
Flags and equipment provided by and remain the property of Troop 613

Bea Weisz Memorial Scholarship Fund
Applications are now being accepted for the Bea Weisz Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Applications must be received on or before May 15, 2018 for distribution by August 1, 2018
It was the wish of Ms. Weisz that proceeds from the fund would be given to a needy and worthy
Jewish college student(s) to enable him or her to pursue his or her studies
Amount available for distribution is $6,584.00
For information, contact the Federation at 915-842-9554
The Beatrice L. Weisz Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in July of 2001.
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Mimi and Jay Gladstein want to thank all their
friends who sent them Purim goodies.
Thanks to all for the Mishloach Manot baskets at
this joyful Purim time
-Cliff and Martha Eisenberg
Thank you to everyone who sent the wonderful
Mishoach Manot-Erika La Coste
Thank you to everyone who sent the delicious
Mishloach Manot
-Dora, Joseph and Elizabeth Roe
Thanks to all - from the coordinators to the
bakers to the baggers to the drivers - who
participated in the Mishloach Manot
Basket project and made it fun. Thanks to all
of you who sent bags to family and friends,
and helped CBZ raise funds. And, a special
thank-you to all who thoughtfully sent goodies
to me. I hope everyone enjoyed Purim.
- David Sabal

Sending good wishes and warm thoughts. Mark
and Patty Hutman want to thank all the people
who sent them Purim Greetings this year.
Thank you to all my friends who sent me
Mishloach Manot baskets for Purim
- Mike Batkin
Thanks to everyone who made our Purim special
- Beth & Myer Lipson
Thank you, all, for thinking of us during Purim and
for the delicious Purim treats
- Debra & Cesar Pazos
A huge thank you to all of our volunteers
who delivered Mishloach Manot to
our members for Purim!

Thank you to all of the volunteers who
helped prepare the Shalach Manot bags.
Shoppers:

Joan Korn
Patty Hutman
Mark Hutman

Bag Stuffers:

Leslie Beckoff
Alan Cohen
Julian Cohen
Yoli Radcliffe
Cathy Weislow
Jeff Weislow
Issac Weislow
Elijah Cummings

Mario Aranda
Eileen Armour
Jacob, Corrie, Clayton & James Barde
Marco, Lety, & Galilea Briones
Leah Chayes
Alan & Julian Cohen
Edward Dubowitz
Ernest, Judah, & Simon Eisenberg
Margie Hauptman
Mark & Patty Hutman
Charlie, Max, & Paco Intebi
Liz Fraker
Michelle & Hannah Holland
David, Kristin, & Sam Kimmelman
Ellyce & Jaiden Kimmelman
Sarah Kimmelman & Jennifer Gopin
Consuelo Madero
David Sabal
Alejandra Sosa
Jerry & Marcia Schwartz
Denise Tolentino
Jeff, Cathy, & Isaac Weislow
Sarah Williams, Elijah & Noah Hagins
Anabel Wong
Richard & Jackie Zehden
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A special thank you to the following members for sponsoring:
Sunday Bagel Breakfast
3/11/18 Sarah Politi- In honor of Esther Kuchinsky’s speedy recovery.
Beautiful Flowers that adorn our Bimah
2/23/18 Holly Hernandez- In memory of Isaac Gniazdowitz and Henry Kellen.
Jeffrey & Cathy Weislow- In memory of Edward Weislow.
Mike Batkin- In memory of Joshua Batkin.
3/02/18 Holly Hernandez- In honor of Allan Persky, Harold Peitzer and Mendle Goldberg for their
continuous devotion and inspiration.
3/09/18 Holly Hernandez- In honor of Dora Roe for her joy, patience and love of Israeli dancing.
3/16/18 Mark & Patty Hutman- In honor of their 40th wedding anniversary.
Bernadine Belkin- In honor of our special Rebbetzin, Sharon Leon.
Mike Batkin- In memory of Evelyn Goodman.
3/23/18 Holly Hernandez- In memory of Evelyn Goodman and Milton Cherno.
3/30/18 Jon Von Schiller Griffin- In honor of Hashem for the blessing of Joshua, Angela Mari and
Sarah Meyers.
Rose, Debby Reene, Dov, Sammy, Abie Jack and Dina Kupfer- In memory of Jacob Ziinder.
Ramos Family- In memory of Rachel Leon and Sammy Ramos.

You can help ensure our bimah is always adorned with beautiful flowers!
For just $18 you can dedicate flowers
on the bimah in honor of or in memory
of a loved one or special simcha.
Good Deeds Day
Sunday, April 29, 2018
Good Deeds Day (“GDD”) is an annual worldwide
mitzvah day. All over the world, millions of people
choose to volunteer and help others, putting into
practice the simple idea that every single person can
do something good, be it large or small, to improve the
lives of others and positively change the world.
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4/01
Dr. Lauren Davis
Lisa Mitchell
Rachel Weislow
4/02
Rena Marcus
Sharon Stein
4/03
Jeffrey Gronich
Charles Ramenofsky
Robert Teplitz
4/04
Wendy Siegel
4/05
Holly Hernandez
4/06
Michael Corral
Peggy Feinberg
4/07
Laura Intebi
Julie Superville
Peggy Kovan
4/09
Elissa Sidransky
Rebekah Hutman
Marco Briones
Robert Warach
Stuart Shiloff
4/10
Mike Batkin
Carley Reiter
Claire Pulner
Sarah Kimmelman
Dr. Jerry Schwartz
Galilea Briones

4/11
Todd Schwartz
4/14
Barry Karch
Jason Duke
4/15
Louis Rosenbaum
Dr. Parviz Neiman
Dallas Owens
Vincent Lavis
4/16
Valerie Cloutier

4/23
Fred Hirsh
Mary Ann Plaut
4/26
Debby Kupfer
Elizabeth Roe
Cheryl Eisenberg

4/02
Fred & Ada Marcus
4/03
William & Yolanda Radcliffe
4/10
Sam & Gayle Belford

4/27
Elizabeth Schecter

4/13
Greg & Shelby Rubin

4/29
Rachel Annette Kimmelman

4/16
Sam & Lea Aida Kessel

4/30
Jon Nathanson
4/17
Mario Gurany-Ochoa Joseph Ruiloba
4/18
Errol Schoenbrun
4/19
William Berry
Ruth Deener
4/20
Leslie Beckoff
Elaine Krasne
Rose Holland
Carl Scoggin
Guy Hauptman
Kevin Wiener
4/21
Elena Goldman
Anabel Wong
Lily Shalom Sosa
4/22
Hannah Frida Holland
Natalie Felsen
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4/19
Michael & Suzi Aaronson

Jerry Schwartz- Kudos for herculean efforts and relentless determination to achieve lifetime goal.
LJ and Thomas Krapin, all fans of Jimmie G!
Linda & Art Corral- In honor of your wedding anniversary.
Louis & Miriam Rosenbaum
Lisa & Gary Nadler- In honor of your wedding anniversary.
Louis & Miriam Rosenbaum
Col. Sidney & Yolanda Blum- In honor of your wedding anniversary.
Louis & Miriam Rosenbaum
Tibor Schaechner- In honor of your birthday.
Louis & Miriam Rosenbaum
Marcia Schwartz- In honor of your birthday.
Louis & Miriam Rosenbaum
Carol Kline- In honor of your special birthday.
Clifford & Martha Eisenberg
Tibor Schaechner- In honor of your 90th birthday.
Lenore & Sam Kobren
Mark Rosenfield- In honor of your special birthday.
Cliff & Martha Eisenberg
Harold Peitzer- In honor of your special birthday.
Holly Hernandez
Esther Kuchinsky- Wishing you a complete and speedy recovery.
Art & Linda Corral
Walt Harris- Wishing you a speedy recovery.
Cliff and Martha Eisenberg
David Levy and Family- In memory of your “beloved” grandfather.
Cliff and Martha Eisenberg
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Larry Armour
Richard & Eileen Armour

Joseﬁna Kaim
Dr. Boris Kaim & Fiﬁ Heller-Kaim

Lynn Goldoﬀ Barnard
Art & Linda Corral

Janice Kent
Howard & Mona Goldberg

Litman Brown
Blanche Brown

Sid Kligman
Susan Eisen

Irwin Cinofsky
Doreen & Ilisa Naparstek

Aviva Kotkowski
Susan Eisen

Fred Davidoﬀ
Joyce Davidoﬀ

Rachel Leon
Annie Garcy & Alan Vomacka
Sylvia Svarzbein

Thomas Dula
Sylvia Svarzbein
Dina Eisenberg
Louis & Cindy Cohen

Sheila Mandell
Tibor & Ann Schaechner
Susie & Lillian Schaechner
Audrey Lavi

Ephe Eshed
Cliﬀord & Martha Eisenberg

Elisa McKleroy
Don & Lynette Brown

Hyman Felsen
Sharon Stein

Esther E. Mintz
John & Debbie Johnson

Lisa Foster
Don & Lynette Brown

Herman and Rebecca Morgan
Arvin & Beverly Robinson

Mina Gerstl
Don & Lynette Brown

Bluma and William Robinson
Arvin & Beverly Robinson

Yetta Goldberg
Howard & Mona Goldberg

Jennie & Herbert Roth
John & Shirley Leonhardt

Evelyn Goodman
Rose Holland
Annalie Rollins
Ernest & Cheryl Eisenberg
Doreen & Ilisa Naparstek
Mike Dipp Jr.
Tibor & Ann Schaechner
Dr. Louis & Marie Robbins

Yisrael Schutz
Rose Holland

Edith & Gabriel Gronich
John & Shirley Leonhardt

Channa Wernicky
Jaime & Martha Rubinstein

Della Hirsch
Arlene Feinberg

Boris Zditowski
Henry Esquenazi

Arlene Hutman
Deborah Beth and Michal Medows

Henry Zucker
Robert & Carol Teplitz

Edward Weislow
Art & Linda Corral
Brunia Weiss
Sherman & Sandra Levenson
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4/01 (16 Nissan)
Abraham Furman
Benjamin Feinberg
Belle Goodman
William Grodin
Abner Charbit
Clement Marcus
4/02 (17 Nissan)
Sarah Furman
4/03 (18 Nissan)
Sol Freed
Marvin Kasner
Connie Rodriguez
4/04 (19 Nissan)
Samuel Gronich
Martha Scoggin
Celia Golden
Gilbert Zlotnick
4/05 (20 Nissan)
Agnes Schaechner
Louis Lieberman
Michael Neumark
4/06 (21 Nissan)
James Sabal
4/07 (22 Nissan)
Judd Beckoff
Luis Braun
4/08 (23 Nissan)
Ada Goldberg
Jack Lieberman

4/12 (27 Nissan)
Herbert Lesser
Imre Sugar

4/22 (7 Iyyar)
Yishiyah Binetsky
Morris Freed

4/13 (28 Nissan)
Benjamin Erlich

4/23 (8 Iyyar)
Leon Siegelman
Eugene Roth

4/14 (29 Nissan)
Sam Zaben
Anita Kaplan
Lazarus Blum
Josefina Kaim
4/15 (30 Nissan)
Beatrice Burgheim
Esther Kimmelman
Richard Jaffee
Jacob Kishk
4/16 (1 Iyyar)
Leah Kasper
Gershonn Ettinger
4/17 (2 Iyyar)
Ida Bloomfield
Hymie Kasper
Bernard Pergricht
Rosalie Silberg
4/19 (4 Iyyar)
Maurice Veta
Alfred Gladstein
Tanya Bork
Salvador Braun
Nathan Rosen

4/10 (25 Nissan)
Seymour Becker

4/20 (5 Iyyar)
Meyer Gordon
Vicki Rosen
Chaim Kimmelman
Zollie Green
Mauricio Sidransky
Max de Mayo
Sarah Ettinger
Sarita Heller

4/11 (26 Nissan)
Ray Engman
Arthur Silbert

4/21 (6 Iyyar)
May Kofsky
Benjamin Nitka

4/09 (24 Nissan)
Samuel Kovan
Persephone Sabal
Eleanor Greenberg
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4/24 (9 Iyyar)
Abraham Glazer
Bobbi Cohen
4/25 (10 Iyyar)
Joel Kaplowitz
4/26 (11 Iyyar)
Fred Licht
Juergen Strauss
Irwin Behrman
Ida Spivack
Shirley Langer
4/27 (12 Iyyar)
Jose Cohen
Isadore Naparstek
4/28 (13 Iyyar)
Edythe Schwartz
4/29 (14 Iyyar)
Leon Feldt
4/30 (15 Iyyar)
Guenther Zehden

