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Thank you for your support and for joining  
us in celebration of 50 years of excellence. 

SPIRITUALITY
Synagogues are expected to be centers for 

spiritual growth; but at the Young Israel of West 
Hartford, we strive to raise the bar. Our Young Israel 
is home to meaningful prayer services every day 
of the year, and we take great pride in our spirited 
Shabbat and Holiday minyanim. Above all, we always 
welcome all to participate as we aspire to inspire.

COMMUNITY
More than just a synagogue, our Young Israel is a 

warm and caring community. Whether in moments 
of joy, or in times of turbulence, with chesed meals, 
and support for those in need, the Young Israel of 
West Hartford uniquely connects people across 
generations and across differences, embracing the 
individuality of each member of our Young Israel 
family with love and mutual respect.  

GROWTH
With an almost 100% growth in membership 

in just the last few years, the Young Israel of West 
Hartford continues to grow and thrive as the fastest 
growing shul in all of CT! More good news -- we 
have outgrown our space. We now look to the future, 
not only to continue attracting and welcoming more 
families, but with plans to expand our physical space 
as well. It truly is the dawn of an incredible next 50 
years!

EDUCATION
The core of both our existence and persistence 

is our Torah and sacred tradition. Over the past 50 
years, Young Israel has established itself as a center for 
Torah learning and engagement across the Greater 
Hartford community. With a plethora of weekly  
educational opportunities for adults, study of our faith’s 

texts come alive with examinations of contemporary 
issues like abortion, vaccines, explorations of Talmud 
and the weekly Torah portion. Our schedule features 
many scholars-in-residence, each bringing insight and 
expertise to our community and helping us connect 
more deeply to Jews everywhere. 

DOR L'DOR - THE NEXT GEN
With an ever-growing younger population, we 

continue to invest in our Jewish future--our youth! 
This year we welcomed aboard our first youth director 
and have continued to expand our youth department 
with programs that engage, enrich and empower 
our children, at every age, with skills, knowledge and 
Torah leadership. From Dor L’Dor to YI Kidz Club, 
and Mussaf’n’Munch to our own NCSY Chapter, 
we certainly put the ‘Young’ in Young Israel of West 
Hartford!

LEADERSHIP
Beyond our building, the Young Israel of West 

Hartford plays an outsized role ensuring the vitality 
of the greater Jewish Community. From our rabbi, 
to our deeply committed members, our Young 
Israel provides the backbone to every major Jewish 
organization in the region. You can see us around 
the board tables at the Jewish Federation, Jewish 
Community Foundation, JTConnects and New 
England Jewish Academy. We are at the forefront of 
our community Mikveh, Eruv, Kashrut Commission 
and AIPAC chapter. Our community mindset and 
commitment has propelled us to initiate the incredibly 
successful Hartford Tekes Maavar Ceremony, as 
well as to pioneer the far-reaching Amiel BaKehilla 
Initiative.



Young Israel of West Hartford  is at the forefront of Jewish life and living in 
the Greater Hartford region. More than just a synagogue, the Young Israel of 
West Hartford is a warm and loving community that seeks to embrace, care for 

and inspire all of its members — connecting babies to bubbies! 

Founded in 1968, the  Young Israel of West Hartford is a warm diverse and 
vibrant Orthodox synagogue. We aspire to inspire  personal growth and 
social  responsibility. We strive to  care for one another  and foster a sense 
of belonging that attracts and values all who make this place  their  home. 
We seek to create a  nurturing  atmosphere that promotes  growth in Torah, 
Avodah (Prayer), Gmilut Chasadim (Loving Kindness) and instills a connection 
to our homeland, the State of Israel. We are proud to be an integral part of the 

Greater Hartford Jewish community.
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RABBI’S MESSAGE

Miriam and I are delighted to wish our entire extended Young Israel family a huge mazel tov on this incredible 
milestone. As we look back over five decades, there are so many incredible moments to cherish, be proud of 

and thankful for, and even more importantly, there are many people we are so privileged to have as part of our Young 
Israel family.
After 50 years, we are blessed to stand on a rock-solid foundation of Torah, Tefillah (prayer), Community and 
Leadership. The Talmud (b. Nedarim 61a) debates whether one counts the Jubilee year, the 50th year, as part of the 
next Yovel cycle. The Tannaitic master Rabbi Yehuda records that indeed, even amidst the festivities and celebrations 
of the Jubilee year, the 50th year counts as year one for the next cycle. 
So too, our 50th Anniversary serves not only as a moment to celebrate our past but also an opportunity to honor 
our present and build for our future. With God’s help and building on our storied past, our Young Israel continues to 
blossom into a warm, caring and vibrant community. We look to a future poised to continue to serve as a spiritual 
focal point, epicenter of Torah learning and living, a wellspring of communal leadership and a growth engine for our 
community and the entire region. 
Propelled by dedicated men and women spanning now several generations and powered by our shared commitment 
to Torah, Mitzvot and community, Miriam and I are so privileged and honored to be here as part of the next 50 years 
of this wonderful community! 
To the past rabbinic and lay leadership - we salute you and are humbled to follow in your footsteps! To our current 
leadership, our coordinator, Dr. Les Loew, 50th Anniversary Event Chair, Dr. Sid Ulreich, our Board of Directors and 
the entire membership - we are honored to work alongside you building this beautiful community together. 
Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov! 

Rabbi Tuvia Brander

Rabbi Tuvia Brander, Mara D’Atra



I’ve been a proud member of YIWH for 35 years. So I have a personal perspective on where we have been, as well 
as the upward trajectory our shul is experiencing today.

As I look back, the one constant has been the unique warmth of our shul family. Whether it is welcoming guests, 
supporting friends during personal trials or providing a nurturing spiritual environment for our children, I believe 
YIWH is truly unique. And, of course, the shul is our focus for meaningful Jewish religious observance and learning. 
I speak for all of our members in expressing my gratitude to the prior lay leadership of the shul, whom we honor as 
we mark this 50th Anniversary. Over these years, they assured that the shul would be fiscally sound, safe and secure, 
and would be able to retain outstanding Rabbinic leadership. And our Rabbis, Krupka, Rosenfeld, Cohen, Wolk, 
Weinberg and Brander, each devoted every waking hour to the spiritual, emotional and physical well-being of their 
flock. We are so fortunate to have had such dedicated and talented Rabbis to lead our shul. This collective dedicated 
hard-working lay and rabbinic leadership has allowed all of us to sustain our unique YIWH family environment. 
(continue)  
(continued)

This dedication is still today personified in the outstanding committee that prepared for our 50th Golden 
Celebration. Thank you to Sid Ulreich, Chair, Shayne Kesler, Dinner, David Rosen, Program, Ilana Bernstein, 
Fundraising (and so much more!), Mark Trencher, Journal and Video content, and Steven Bernstein, Technical 
Production. And of course thank you to Rabbi Brander for being on top of every detail along the way. They all 
worked tirelessly, meeting every single week for the past 4 months to assure that we truly all can enjoy a Gala 
celebration. I am also so gratified by the outpouring of support the Anniversary Celebration has received from both 
our own members and our friends, near and far. At this writing it is already clear that donations have far surpassed 
any previous fundraising event.

Personally, Helen and I feel so fortunate to have been part of the YIWH family. This was a home away from home 
for our own 3 children as they grew up in WeHa and then, a few years later, for 5 of our grandchildren. We will be 
forever grateful for the support that YIWH gave to our children and grandchildren as they grew into religiously 
committed people.  Along the way, we were able to share many life cycle events with our YIWH family. And we 
were, of course, privileged to join in the many smachot celebrated by our shul friends over the years.

I’m getting close to the end of my term as President and would also like to take this opportunity to thank you all 
for making these 2 years so positive and rewarding. I previously served as VP, many years ago under President Barry 
Robbin, and vowed never to accept the presidency. But I was persuaded to take the job by a very persistent 
nominating committee; I came to realize that it would be a privilege to focus my volunteer activities on our shul 
and that it was also a unique opportunity to work with our beloved Rabbi Brander. Under his energetic and tireless 
leadership, our shul is poised to grow to a new level and, thus, to also strengthen the entire WeHa Jewish community. 
I also wish to thank Ilana Bernstein and Jeremy Pava, my 2 VPs, and the entire Board for constantly stepping up, 
rolling up their sleeves and working hard to deal with all the challenges that have arisen over the last 2 years. And 
finally, thank you so much to Helen, for her constant support, advice and occasional forbearance as I dealt with issues 
ranging from retaining the Rabbi, to navigating security and health challenges, to bats on the ceiling. 

Mazal Tov to all of us on this wonderful occasion,

  Les

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF OUR  
YOUNG ISRAEL OF WEST HARTFORD FAM ILY

Les Loew, President



Young Israel of West Hartford’s  
Honored Rabbis and Presidents

Mark Barnett 
Ari Bousbib 

Larry Carni z’l
Zev Davidovics 

Tom Freund
Armin Gelb z’l

Larry Gelb

Alex Hart z’l
Judith Hessing
Harold Kadish

Sam Leichtberg
Norbert Lis z’l

Leslie Loew 
Debra Luger

Laura Miller
Lal Patel

Barry Robbin
Akiba Stern

Mark Trencher
Bernard Weinberg 

Jason Wolfe z’l

Rabbi Tuvia Brander 
Rabbi Daniel Cohen

Rabbi Solomon Krupka z”l
Rabbi Martin Rosenfeld
Rabbi Brahm Weinberg

Rabbi Howard Wolk

We give special thanks to our past rabbis and  
presidents, as we look to the next 50 years of  
our beloved Young Israel of West Hartford.



Thank you to our 2019-2020 Chazak Society members whose
generosity beyond membership dues and participation in our

annual fundraiser enables our Young Israel to continue on
the path of growth, vibrancy and excellence.

Builder
Jennifer and Brian Grosberg

Judy & Sam Leichtberg
Juanita and Yitz Moss
Ann and Jeremy Pava

Sustainer
Susanne & David Gelb 

Harriet and Mark Rosenblit
Shayne and Stu Kesler

Pillar
Judy & Lauren Daman
Sarah & Harry Elbaum

Brooke & Ronen Elefant
Karen & Gerry Goldbergl

Helen & Les Loew
Debbie & Steven Luger
Shawna & Alan Mishael

Phyllis & Sid Ulreich

Supporter
Patti and Lou Kornreich

Chai Plus
Miriam & Rabbi Tuvia Brander

Karina & William Goykman
Racheli & Raffi Jesin
Leslie & Marc Rifkin

Susan & Alan Solinsky

Chai
Ilana & Steven Bernstein

Esther & David Glahn
Cindi & Lee Goldman

Donna & Barry Gordon
Naomi & David Rosen

Within our community, we are fortunate to have a growing number of members and friends who have chosen to 
give above and beyond regular membership dues and participation in our annual fundraiser. Much like its precursor, 
the Strength-to-Strength campaign, the Chazak Society provides a backbone to our community, and the generous 
commitments enable the shul to provide for the needs of all of our members, regardless of their financial situation. 

To participate, visit www.youngisraelwh.org/chazak

We are so grateful to the consortium of families 
who supported our matching donation challenge for this 

50th Anniversary Journal and Memory Book:
Ann and Jeremy Pava, Virtuosos

David and Susanne Gelb, Maverick
Gerry and Karen Goldberg, Sforzando

Helen and Les Loew, Sforzando



























































































Jason was never one to shirk communal responsibility. 
He never sought the limelight, never enjoyed the 

endless meetings, ego conflicts, difficult decisions. Yet he 
stepped up to the plate again and again: on the Judaic 
Board of Hebrew Academy, as President of Young Israel, 
as Chairman of Biology at Wesleyan, as Director of the 
Hughes initiative for drawing minority students to the 
sciences at the national level.

What Jason loved was the marvels of cellular life, 
hiking—and, above all, his family. To these pursuits he 
consciously dedicated most of his life. At the same time, 
“service”-avodat kodesh—was indeed a holy undertaking 
for him. Whatever needed caring for, he did. Quietly, with 

a dignity few could rival or understand. Some remember, 
some discover afresh the siddurim he took home to fix. 
Some books had missing pages, some had washed out 
words, some were mangled by kids’ fingers. Not a trained 
bookbinder by any means, Jason painstakingly copied 
fresh pages and taped them where they belonged, siddur 
after siddur, Chumash after Chumash.

Why would a highly trained biologist do this work? 
Because no one else did. He did not ask, did not tell. He 
simply undertook the task at hand. Even in Young Israel’s 
volunteering community, he stood out for his understated 
devotion to a larger good. His counsel was sought 
because he was fair-minded. Patiently, he listened to all 
sides, patiently he learned and taught Gemara at all levels. 
No one was a mere beginner in his eyes. Like the words 
he renewed on the page, so his spirit continues to inspire 
those of us who live on to benefit from his many mitzvot. 
May the Young Israel of West Hartford continue to thrive 
for many more years in the light of the flames ignited in 
the community by Jason Wolfe (who passed away on the 
8th night of Chanukah, December 2014).

Remembering Dr. Jason Wolfe z’l– More Than a Mender of Worn Words
By Dr. Vera Schwarcz

Memories 
By Barry Robbin

There are many fond memories of having been an active member of the Young Israel. 
It seems that the Young Israel in me stays with me, as now I am a YI-er, semi-retired, 

in Hollywood, Florida. My most pleasurable moment was when I accepted the challenge 
– accepting the presidency. This was particularly meaningful to me as I would be on the 
bimah to address our son Daniel on his bar mitzvah. And we shared the same bar mitzvah 
parsha – Bereshit. I inherited a sweet tooth from my father. The Shabbos kiddushes, 
with the older-the-better Entenmann’s black and red striped cakes were a weekly treat. 
Nothing could have been better or sweeter. B’ezrat HaShem, may you continue to grow 
and be a proud contribution to the West Hartford community.



What a meaningful milestone! We fondly recall the 
Shabbat dinners and the camaraderie. 

There was always a desire from congregants to learn and 
study. Whether it was our weekday and Sunday morning 
Gemara Shiur, the Shabbat morning class in Mishnah 
Berurah, lectures on timely topics, guest speakers and 
scholars-in-residence programs. Members were always 
looking to expand their Jewish and intellectual horizons.
Coming from Texas, we had to adjust to the Connecticut 
winters. Alerts about Minyan changes due to snowstorms 
seemed to be a part of yearly life in WH.
On a personal level, we cherish the friendships we 

established and still maintain. Our family celebrated 
several smachot at Young Israel: Our son, Yonatan’s, 
aufruf, on our very first Shabbat, followed soon by Sheva 
Berachot for Yonatan and Lani … and then his son’s (our 
grandson’s) Bris on Yom Kippur (with neither parent in 
attendance due to our daughter-in-law’s illness); Shabbat 
Kallah for our daughter Michal and Sheva Berachot for 
her and Eric; our son, Shimi’s, Bar-Mitzvah; and our son, 
Akiva’s Aufruf. 
Pirkei Avot 5:24 teaches us: Ben Hamishim l’Aytsah – the 
age of fifty is an age of counsel and advice. Fifty years 
provides an individual with many experiences from which 
to learn and provide guidance for the future. That is 
geometrically increased on a congregational level.
May the collective wisdom and sage advice from the 
congregation together with the dedicated leadership of 
Rabbi Tuvia Brander jointly propel Young Israel into many 
more successful decades.
May you grow in Torah and Mitzvot and always be a 
beacon of Hashem’s presence in your community and 
beyond.

Congratulations on Young Israel’s 50th Anniversary
By Rabbi Howard Wolk

Memories 
By Ari Bousbib

I have fond memories of that time in West Hartford, exactly 
20 years ago, and the good people who helped steady the 

ship, including you, Gene, Tsion, Steve, who together allowed 
us to create better governance and to bring the Shul to fiscal 
stability and financial viability. Also remember the transition from 
Rabbi Daniel Cohen (who was very outreach oriented), to Rabbi 
Howard Wolk (as the congregants at the time wanted to try 
more “in reach” pastoral skills.) These were interesting times and 
the Shul grew to 100 full due paying member families. I wish you 
continued hatzlacha!



Memories 
By Bernie Weinberg

When we arrived to West Hartford in September of 1978 we were 
part of the young marrieds at the Young Israel.  Services were 

held in the old house on the site and the new Shul was to be completed 
by Succot.  We did not yet have a full time Rabbi so members of the 
Young Israel would give the sermons on Shabbat.  We also did not have 
an Eruv at that time which is something we take for granted today.

One of my most vivid memories was on March 14, 1999 at the National 
Council of Young Israel 87th Anniversary Dinner when my brother and 
I were presented the President of the Year award.  At that ceremony we 
were honored to meet Senator John McCain who was presented the 
Defender of Jerusalem award.  The evening was also memorable since 
we had to drive back from New York to West Hartford in a snow storm.  
So what else is new!

Deb’s Thoughts on Being Coordinator
By Debra Luger

If you told me when I moved to West Hartford 39 years ago that I would stand on the bima of YIWH making 
announcements as a head of the board (coordinator/president) I would have laughed out loud….

Having grown up in a non-observant home with Hebrew School education, leadership in an Orthodox Synagogue 
was nowhere on my radar or on any kind of wish list. Years of fairly intense personal study, immersion in the day schools 
with my girls, work and study through the CJE (Commission on Jewish Education) gave me multiple avenues for 
involvement in the Jewish community. The Shul became more of a focus after our kids had finished with the day 
schools and were out of the house. I stepped in wherever the need was, with programming, education, youth activities 
and chesed and came on the board under a succession of female leaders. Laura Miller and Judith Hessing were great 
models of taking on difficult issues with enormous dedication and involvement to move the shul forward in a positive 
way. Rabbi Weinberg and Judith chipped away at my reluctance to step into this ultimate leadership role and with the 
added stipulation that Stu Kesler would be at my right hand to assist in areas I felt unequipped to deal with, we marched 
forward. Shul leadership has a way of taking over one’s life, and at times can be thankless work. Continuous demands of 
fundraising and programming were challenging but successful and our Rabbi, officers, and a motivated board worked 
very productively together.

When Rabbi Weinberg took a new job in Silver Springs, shortly into my term, I felt both a personal loss and a bit 
overwhelmed at the prospects that lay ahead. That said, I feel that as a small community we have been truly blessed 
over the years with outstanding Rabbinic leadership and we were once again able to welcome a talented young Rabbi—
Rabbi Brander and wife Miriam who have continued to grow and enrich the Shul and our community as a whole.  The 
transition was relatively smooth and passing on the reigns of “coordinator” closed another chapter for me – completing 
a mission I certainly never anticipated but am thankful for the opportunity.



I assumed the presidency in November 2008. I am proud to say 
that I was the first woman president of the Young Israel of West 

Hartford and one of the only females to serve with the title of 
president at a Young Israel nation-wide. 

One of the major changes that I immediately initiated and 
recommended be continued in the future was that each of the 

Board members chairs be responsible for one of the following: 
fundraising, chesed, membership, youth, house, programming, 
spiritual practices, etc. In this way, we were all responsible for 
“tachlis” and no board member had a free ride simply to come to 
meetings and register their opinions. 

I am proud that my board authorized the installation of the 
permanent inside ramp and the continuous monitoring and 

repair to the outside ramp, moving our shul to greater handicap 
accessibility. On a lighter note my administration also rented 
porta-potties for the high holidays!

At the time, our website was still in its initial stages and 
communications worldwide were still transitioning to the digital 
age. We saved postage and moved from snail mail to email and 
increased the use of e-communications to inform the membership 
of community programs and events. 

We had many successful programs for youth and family, 
including Shabbat meals and scholars in residence. We also 
participated in the multi-shuls Shabbat dinner programs and 
havdalah events. The education committee proposed a unique 
scholar-in-residence program entitled: “Couple Based Torah 
Study: A New Model for the 21st Century Modern Orthodox 
Family and Community,” an Ados Israel and Young Israel of West 
Hartford initiative that was successful and funded for multiple 
years. 

Together with my board the shul navigated a difficult rabbinic 
leadership transition period and oversaw the search that brought 
Rabbi Weinberg to our shul. We also expended much effort with 
a coalition of other Young Israel synagogues that were likeminded 
about much needed change, fresh thinking, and practices that 
needed to be brought to the leadership of the National Council 
of Young Israel. 

Remembering my Term as President of YIWH By Laura Miller

Heroes Among Us, By Dr. Stan Rutstein

When thinking of the special people we have had the honor of knowing in our shul, one 
couple stands out, Helen & David Breitowitz. Two very quiet people who were always 

happy, always had a smile and you were their best friends just by saying good Shabbos. My 
children, as they grew up, always said Good Shabbos to Mr. Breitowitz.

For all the years I knew Mr. Breitowitz, I always thought of him as the quiet salesman who was 
gifted with two amazing Talmidei Chachamim for sons. It took until the last week of his life for 
me to learn his story. In 1939, he courageously escaped from Nazi-occupied Poland into Stalinist 
Russia where he and his young bride were deported to Siberia. In Siberia, he somehow managed 
to get food, clothing and medical care for hundreds of Jews who otherwise faced certain death. 
Due to the extreme cold, he suffered severe frostbite in his fingers, and it was only because of 
the dedication and sacrifice of his wife who walked several miles in that same cold to get him 
medical treatment that his hands were not amputated. 

After the war he and his aishes chayil were responsible for sending hundreds of Jews bereft of 
family and resources from the Displaced Persons camps to the US and Israel where they were 
able to establish new lives and restore their families. It would be a great zechus to save even one 

life; right here we had a couple who saved thousands. Our community was blessed with their presence among us for many years.

P.S. By Mark Trencher – Stan mentions the Breitowitzes’ two sons. It is amazing for us to have shared in the upbringings of Rabbis 
Yitzchak and Eliezer, who truly are luminaries. I also want to add a brief memory. In 1976, shortly after we moved to West Hartford, my 
parents came up from Brooklyn to visit us. My father stepped into shul and he and David Breitowitz looked at each other …. It was a “what 
are you doing here?” moment. They had been childhood friends 40 years earlier in Krosno, Poland, but immediately recognized each other. 
I believe Mr. Brietowitz was the only other survivor from Krosno that my father ever met after the war … in our shul!



Some Experiences of My Presidency
By Mark Barnett

It was, shall we say, an interesting time to be president of the shul. Let’s see: 
1. The air conditioning system that serviced the sanctuary failed, driving us down to the basement for a couple 

of months until we got it fixed. On the positive side, (I hear) it worked better than what we replaced and we 
managed to fix a leaky roof over the Aron Kodesh at the same time.

2. We hired a new Rabbi, a venture that turned out, well, not as well as it might have… and that’s all I’ll say about 
that.

3. The individual who was in charge of the Shul dinner during my time as president resigned during a shul meeting, 
and that killed the dinner – our major fundraiser – that year.

Other than that, it was a fantastic time! 

Nevertheless, I can say the best part for me was standing up in front of the congregation most Shabbatot and 
doing the announcements … I tried to find a way to inject a little humor most weeks, and of course enjoyed seeing 
so many friends each Shabbos! My best wishes to all the members of YIWH, old(er) and new.

My fondest memory of our shul that I think epitomizes who we are and 
who we truly can be was when we came together as a community to 

discuss how we all felt about the plan to have women dancing with the Torah 
on Simchat Torah. 

When we called for the meeting, we weren’t sure how many people to ex-
pect. We were amazed by the large turnout, representing almost every family/
member of the shul. I did not have a specific plan in mind for how the meeting 
would progress. Luckily, Rick Blum, who had been closely involved in the dis-
cussions, quickly took over and decided on the plan to allow everyone a set 
amount of time to speak. What then took place was a respectful and heartfelt 
exchange of feelings and ideas, that was well received by all. Despite our dif-
ferences in opinion, we all came together to hear and be heard, and we grew 
stronger and closer through the process.

My Fondest YIWH Memory 
By Zev Davidovics



I have three memories I would like to share. They stand 
out as examples of times when the membership came 

together to share special occasions.

The re-dedication of the Shul building after the fire 
There was a period of time where many of us wondered if 
the Shul building would ever get re-built. There were a few 
starts and stops along the way. But the building did get re-
built, and the occasion was marked by a program including 
then-Attorney General Joseph Lieberman, the musical 
prowess of Isaac Hurwitz, and a heartfelt address by Mr. 
David Chase. (Who remembers the Governor William 
O’Neill lobby? That gift was sponsored by David Chase as 
well, but that story is for another time.). I recall the evening 
as a time of great unity and pride. David Chase was not 
known as a raconteur but he articulated one of the deepest 
thoughts I have ever heard. Mr. Chase referenced his status 
as a survivor. He then explained why he was so interested 
in supporting the Shul effort to rebuild. He said in effect, 
“As a young man in Europe I saw many synagogues being 
destroyed. Today, whenever I see a new synagogue being 
built, I want to be a part of that opportunity.” The evening 
was inspiring and a source of joy. The YIWH finally had a 
permanent and beautiful home.

The proposed Shul expansion. A short time after the re-building of the shul, there was a big push to expand the 
shul in anticipation of future growth. It became clear that the shul was virtually evenly divided between supporters 
of expansion and those who preferred to keep the status quo. The decision was made to hold a shul meeting and 
conduct a closed vote that ensured privacy. The question then arose as to who would be “trusted” to count the 
vote. The decision was made that the Sisterhood President and Rabbi count and then announce the vote. It was an 
evenly-spit vote and it was obvious that the shul was virtually split down the middle on this issue. 

The shul president then was Dr. Larry Gelb. He and his Board favored expansion and spoke up for this decision. 
Others took the opposite position. The vote to expand lost by one vote. Weeks later, Larry told me that he actually 
changed his vote over the course of the meeting. Why? “When I saw how divisive this vote might turn out to be, 
I decided a smaller Shul and a more unified membership was the only real option.” The YIWH did not have its 
elegant and spacious quarters, but I have no doubt that Larry Gelb made a wise and sensitive decision that day.

Purim Dinners. Some of the ladies were in favor of a Purim Dinner and did they ever work for it. Purim became a 
special time for good food, fun, and even the Great Carnack. Purim was not the only time of coming together as a 
unified Kehillah. We had that feeling on Shavuot night, Yomim Noraim, and special occasions involving our families. 
It has been said that the word for nation “ahm” also spells “im” the word for togetherness. The special memories I 
have of YIWH almost all revolve around those special times and special feelings.

Young Israel of West Hartford Memories
by Rabbi Martin Rosenfeld



What I Learned During My Tenure
By Tom Freund

Many an incident, story, and event happened during my 
term in office. So, rather than focus on one or two of 

them, I prefer to share a few lessons out of this experience:
Be a Listener – Listening is not the act of being a word 

“vacuum cleaner.” Rather, it is carefully picking key words 
that infer key points and understanding why those words are 
chosen to bring a point across. And, try, as hard as possible, 
to know your biases so that you can make as objective a 
judgment as possible, which brings me to my next lesson 
learned.

Be Thorough – I once had a colleague who loved to say, 
“ideas are a dime a dozen.” True. But what turns an idea into 
reality and a success is taking care of the details. It takes 
patience, care, and determination. But, in the end, it turns 
vague dreams into solid reality. And, that takes me to my 
third, and final, lesson.

 Be Convincing – A tell-tale sign that you have listened to all sides and done your homework thoroughly is a gut 
sensation that you have become a complete master of an issue or of transforming an idea to a solid plan of action. Short 
of that, go back to the “drawing board” and see what else has to be considered. But, once you are there, win others to 
your plan by showing your mastery in a way that is convincing and shows everyone that your approach is a win-win 
proposition.

Remembering YIWH 
By Rabbi Brahm and Elana Weinberg

We will never forget the first Shabbat that we spent at YIWH when we came to 
interview. We, of course, remember every detail of that Shabbat from where 

we ate, to what we spoke about, to what questions were asked during the shiurim and 
more. However, what stands out to us the most is not any one detail, but the overall 
feeling that we had: It felt like we had come home. 

A home is a place where you can be yourself, where you can feel at ease, where you 
can feel safe and accepted for who you are, and where you can feel unconditional love. 
More than that, a home is a place you can feel connected to forever no matter where 
life takes you. That is how we feel about YIWH. 

From the very start, we felt an instant deep and meaningful connection to the shul 
and its mission, to the history and legacy of the community, and, most of all, to the 
people. We encountered interesting, sophisticated, down-to-earth, kind people sin-
cerely devoted to their values and really interested in getting to know you. We sensed 
a genuine authenticity and warmth that you don’t encounter many places anymore. 

We are blessed to be a part of YIWH’s rich history. We will cherish the time that we 
were privileged to serve the community and to truly build something special together 
with all of you. To another wonderful 50 years of great success!



A Few Random Memories
By Mark Trencher

Before we had a rabbi, shul members who had received semicha as part 
of their Jewish education shared the rabbinic duties, and I served for a 

year. Yeah, I was the shul rabbi (gulp!). I got a call from Rabbi Phil Finkelstein 
on erev Pesach … “Mark, you have to go to the shul and do bedikat chametz.” 
So I trudged through 22 inches of snow. 

Stuart mentioned the Super Shabbat. I was one of the volunteers who gave 
a brief talk before Musaf. My topic was “What is Jewish Math?”and I surveyed 
about 20 shul members, asking this question. The #1 response was “haggling 
when you go shopping.” I’m still trying to figure that one out.

Sandy and I came to West Hartford in 1976. The shul had 43 families. We 
are now #3 in consecutive seniority in the shul (Bob and Evelyn are #1 and 

David and Susanne are #2). Larry Carni was president and he appointed me Chairman of the Borchering Committee 
(“Borchering” is Yiddish and is a form of complaining/kvetching). Larry’s idea was that anyone who had a complaint 
(chas v’shalom!) would come to me and I’d process it and decide whether or not to bring it to Larry’s attention. It was 
a very easy job, as not one would talk to a 27-year old kid.

My favorite memories are our three kids’ bar/bat mitzvot, and the brissim of three of our four grandsons. And, of 
course, when Sandy got up in front of the whole shul and delivered the Yom Kippur appeal, which at that time raised 
the most money ever. Her message was from the heart, and very personal. She did a great job, despite that fact that 
she really doesn’t care for public speaking.

Remembering YIWH 
By Rabbi Daniel Cohen

I will never forget walking into the Young Israel for the first time on my inter-
view and feeing at home. Little did Diane or I know that that it would not only 

be our home for seven years but so much more. We are eternally grateful to the 
members of the shul for your warmth and openness to our family as we grew 
from two children to five, thank God. We will always cherish our friendships and 
the eternal moments we shared.

As a Rabbi, I could not have asked for a better shul and community to grow in 
my mission and harness my divine potential. From an office in a closet, planning 
rallies, classes, retreats, programs, learning, crash courses and Turn Friday Night 
Into Shabbat :), I feel indebted to all of the angels both inside and outside the 
shul who helped us fly. 

There are too many people to name but know that God put us in the place for a period in our lives and I do believe 
that we brought Heaven down to Earth. 

Mazal Tov to all of the honorees on the occasion of YIWH’s 50th and may Hashem bless us all with many joyous 
occasions for years to come! 



Together with Larry Gelb, I chaired the committee 
that oversaw the rebuilding of the shul after the 

tragic fire. We worked closely with Michael Herlands, our 
very capable architect. Much of the aesthetic of the shul 
was left to Michael and my recommendation would be 
that we should rely once again on his judgment in this 
area. 

For those who do not know what the shul looked 
like before the fire, it is hard to imagine the huge 
transformation. The “shul” consisted of a barren hall, in 
which worshipers sat on folding chairs. The walls were 
cinder block, which meant that even the men could not 
hear. Most sounds, voices etc. reverberated, and singing 
and spoken voices did not carry. Complicating matters 
further was the fact that the women’s section, considerably 
smaller and differently configured than it is now, had a 
wrought iron mechitsah, through which the women could 
not see and for sure, not much could be heard. 

Michael’s trained eye brought beauty to the sanctuary 
and improvements all around. The walls were insulated, 
the bimah was enlarged and given a tasteful and 
functional design, and the shtender that now serves on 
one side for the shliach tsibbur and on the other as a 
pulpit was introduced. Larry and I negotiated the deal 
(it was more like a steal) for the aron kodesh with a shul 
in New Jersey to which Mrs. Jeremias belonged (and 
for which, coincidentally, my dad, z”l, designed and was 
installing a new aron kodesh at the time). The ner tamid 
came with it. 

Mr. David Chase donated the money for the stained-
glass windows. The committee along with Michael 
preferred a design that would complement the shul 
interior and especially the aron kodesh, rather than 
religious themes. The committee worked closely with a 
stained-glass artist up north. The pews and pulpit seats, 
which have held up quite well, were purchased from a 
manufacturer out west. They were evidently worth what 
we paid. 

The women’s section was designed to take up some 90+ 

seats, intentionally just about equal to that of the men’s 
section—the idea was to make women feel welcome and 
very much part of the shul, which is also why much thought 
was given to the aesthetic of the mechitsah. (I might 
add that Rabbi Rosenfeld was especially sensitive and 
thoughtful where the women’s section was concerned, 
insisting that the women feel that the shul was theirs too.) 

The slope in the women’s section was a major 
improvement that allowed women in the rows farther 
back to see over those in front of them. I am sure Michael 
remembers that the slope had to be readjusted to get it 
just right. We in fact had several women of different ages 
and with different tastes in shoes, come in and stand on 
an improvised platform to ensure that it was the most 
comfortable pitch that could be arrived at. 

Many people remain unaware that there is extensive 
ductwork underneath the women’s section which 
belonged to the original construction. This is why the 
section had to remain elevated and why (Continue) 

Some Historical Perspectives on the 1983-1985  
Rebuilding of Our Shul 

By Stuart Miller



(Continued)  
side-by-side men’s and women’s sections were ruled out. 
(The elevation, however, does allow for women to see 
much more of what is going on than any man can see in 
the men’s section or, for that matter, either would be able 
to see in a side by side arrangement.) The elevation and 
dimensions of the section do not, unfortunately, allow 
for auditorium, stepped seating, which for sure would 
have been more comfortable for extended periods of 
standing. 

I worked closely with Rabbi Rosenfeld on the 
mechitsah. The glass was a major aesthetic improvement 
which also allowed women to see and feel part of the 
shul. Being situated behind the men actually was an 
advantage as it allowed for a different approach to the 
halakhic considerations. I know some believe that the 
tempered glass reduces the sound quality. That may 
be the case for those sitting right up in front, but it is 
really the way sound gets lost in the high ceiling before it 
reaches the women’s section that is the problem. In any 
event, the insulated walls and ceiling and the removal 
of the iron mechitsah made the acoustics a zillion times 
better than before. 

The brass was Michael’s touch and the committee very 
much liked the way in which it tied together the shul. The 
brass tube lights, the brass bimah railings and those of 
the pulpit integrate the whole and brought beauty and 
warmth to the whole space. 

The exterior of the shul was also much improved and 

made more appealing. Before there was an unprotected 
stairway and porch the size of which was appropriate 
for a house. What we have now allowed for people to 
congregate in a protected area outside. 

As for our all-purpose-basement, aside from redoing 
the kitchen (which I know now is again in need of upgrade, 
something I know is underway), the committee spent 
much time with Michael trying to figure out how to section 
off a part for class or meeting rooms and for a children’s 
play area. Unfortunately, we did not come up with a cost-
effective way of doing that since movable, floor to ceiling 
acoustic walls were at the time, and I imagine now even 
more so, prohibitive. 

Finally, the committee managed with Michael’s guidance 
to bring the whole project to completion well under 
budget. In fact, enough money remained for much if not 
all of the alternate plan to increase the size of the sanctuary 
and add facilities upstairs (which Michael actually drew up 
plans for) to be implemented. Too bad (chaval), we didn’t 
go through with it at the time. 

On a personal note, I would like to repeat the essence 
of what I remember trying to convey to the congregation 
the night of the dedication, which then Attorney General 
Joe Lieberman presided: Working with Michael was a real 
treat and an honor. His menshclichkeit, professionalism, 
and sensitivity, were evident throughout. 

For us at the time, rebuilding the shul brought much 
needed healing. For Michael, it was a true and sacred 
labor of love.

Greetings 
By Hal Kadish

On behalf of the entire Kadish family, we congratulate 
Young Israel of West Hartford on your milestone 

50th anniversary dinner. The rabbis, the leaders, as well 
as all the friends we have made, have been a positive 
and enriching experience in our lives and in the lives of 
our entire family. We are so thankful to have spent 30+ 
wonderful, quality years in the West Hartford Young Israel 
community.



West Hartford
Young Israel of



Mazel Tov Mazel Tov 
to our Young Israel Family on this  

special milestone. 50 years!
Can’t wait to see what the  

next 50 years bring! 

Love,
Ann & Jeremy

Virtuoso  



Maverick 

Mazel Tov to the Young Israel of West 
Hartfordfor 50 years of Inspiration 
and Uplifting Leadership for all it’s 

Congregants and the Jewish Community.
May Hashem continue to Bless This  

Congregation and its Rabbis and Officers 
for many years to come. Mazel Tov with 
Wishes for Continuation and Growth in 

the Years Ahead
Drs Susanne snd David Gelb 

and Our Entire Family



Two years ago when we moved closer to  
Young Israel of West Hartford to become 
members, we were made to feel welcomed 

and immediately part of the “family”. 
We are happy to be part of this  

wonderful community! 

Karen, and Gerry Goldberg and Family 

Sforzando 



Looking forward to being a part of 
the next 50 years!

 

Shayne, Stu, Elijah, Eden, Nira and Lexi Kesler

Sforzando 



Our wonderful shul family has so much  
to celebrate. We are proud to mark 50 years  
of Torah and friendship. We are also looking  

forward to an even greater future as our  
community grows and thrives.

Helen and Les

Sforzando 



Mazel tov to the entire community  
on reaching this milestone.

We're looking forward to the next 50 years!

Juanita, Yitz, Aliya, Neve,  
Cole, Gavin and Odin Moss

Sforzando 



With thanks to those who got us here...
and appreciation to those who 

will take us further...
To 50 years and beyond!

Naomi and David Rosen

Sforzando



Looking forward to another 
50 wonderful years!

-- The Aroestys
Rena Aroesty and Eli Aroesty

Allegro



Thank you to our current President, 
Les Loew, and all the past presidents for 

your dedication and commitment 
to our community.

Jenn, Brian, Noah and Talia Grosberg

Allegro



As in charity, where one has an obligation to give a tenth of his 
income to the poor, so must one spend one tenth of his time 
working on behalf of others….          Rav Moshe Feinstein 
A special thank you to all of the honorees who 

have devoted and continue to devote countless 
hours, days, weeks, months and years of their 

time, working on behalf of others and the 
greater Jewish community. A special THANK 
YOU to my wife Debra, who continues to give 
of her time and energy to her community, to 
her Shul, to her family, and especially to her 

children and grandchildren. May she continue 
to maintain her boundless energy and her 

ability to be a model for all of us how to live 
Rav Moshe’s mandate. 

Steven Luger

Allegro



Allegro

1013 Farmington Ave.  
West Hartford Center 

www.solinskyeyecare.com 
860.233.2020 

Congratulations  
to 

 Young Israel
                              of West Hartford

for serving our  
community 

for 50 Years! 



Allegro

Mazal Tov to the Young Israel of West Hartford 
on reaching this milestone, and wishing our 
shul continued success. Mazal Tov to all of 
our Rabbis and Presidents for their many 

years of dedicated service to our shul. These 
are challenging positions that deserve great 

appreciation. May we all be blessed with health, 
happiness and lots of nachas.

Sandy & Mark Trencher
Shimmy, Stacey, Tali, Leora & Dovid

Elana, Toby & Evie
Aliza, Eyal, Lydia, Jonah, Isaiah & Ruby



Thank you Rabbi Brander for the countless 
hours you spend to strengthen and grow 

our shul and community.

Phylllis and Sid Ulreich

Allegro



May everyone at Young Israel of West 
Hartford go from strength to strength. 

And may everyone in the greater 
community be well. 

Stephen Bayer & Beth Schiro

Crescendo



Crescendo

“Community is the human expression of Divine love.”
-Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

 Mazel Tov to our entire extended Young 
Israel family on this incredible milestone! 

We feel so privileged to have made 
our home here in West Hartford, so 

humbled to follow in the footsteps of 
such dedicated lay and rabbinic leaders 

and, most importantly, so blessed to have 
welcomed so many cherished friends into 

our lives.
Thank you for your trust, your partnership 

and your friendship!

Miriam, Rabbi Tuvia,  
Amalya Hodaya and Lielle Adira Brander



Crescendo

To the Rabbis and Presidents,
past and present, for what you have done 

in growing Jewish West Hartford.
“Thanks for the memories”!

Kol Hakavod,
Judy and Lauren Daman



Crescendo



Crescendo

Mazal Tov to all past and present 
Rabbis and Presidents. 

Looking forward to the next 50 years.
Brooke, Ronen, Nava & Liav Elefant



Congratulations to Young Israel of West 
Hartford on reaching this wonderful 

milestone! A special mazal tov to your 
incredible rabbi, Rabbi Tuvia Brander. 
We appreciate everything he does to 

strengthen Jewish life both locally and 
around the globe. May you go from 

strength to strength.
 

From Harold Grinspoon 
and Diane Troderman

Crescendo



Crescendo

May Young Israel continue to go from 
Chayil to Chayil and grow in Torah, 

Semachot and ma'asim tovim.
 

Bob and Evelyn Harris



Crescendo

Mazel Tov to Young Israel of West Hartford
Racheli & Dr. Raphael Jesin



Crescendo

The Kadish Family would like to recognize 
all the current and past Rabbis, Presidents, 

and committed individuals who've made 
this synagogue and community so special.  

There isn't a day that goes by that we don't 
miss West Hartford and the Young Israel 

community. West Hartford is truly a  
special place and the Young Israel has always 
been a leader in providing a warm, inspiring, 
and welcoming Jewish community. We wish 
you 50 more years of growth and success.

The Kadish Family
Dr. Harold & Joan Kadish

Ari, Sarah, Jacob, & Julie Kadish



Crescendo

Wishing the YIWH a bright future!
Patti and Lou Kornreich and family



Crescendo

We praise those who had the foresight to 
build our community and we thank all of 
you that continue to propel us forward. 

Kol Hakavod to Rabbi Tuvia Brander.

Ad Maya V’Esrim
Audrey and Leon Laufer



Crescendo

Congratulations to all past and present 
rabbis and presidents of our shul.  

Each in your own way, you have guided us 
to the exciting present and  

to a future full of possibilities.

And in memory of our dear  
rebbetzin and friend, Annette Wolk

Judy and Sam Leichtberg



Crescendo

Mazel Tov to All the Honorees

Mr. Brian Lichtenstein



Crescendo

Congratulations to the honored rabbis 
and presidents of the Young Israel of 

West Hartford who have worked to make 
West Hartford such a warm and inviting 

community.
With much appreciation, 

The Lichters



Crescendo

In honor of Sam Leichtberg:
To the best father, father-in-law, 

grandfather and step-father! 
You are an inspiration to your entire family.

We love you so much!
Love, 

Ari & Dari, Batsheva & Rob, 
Tova, Meira, Jordan, Maya, Tziyona, Ra'eya, Amitai,  

Liavi, Sahara and Oriyah



Crescendo

Mazel Tov to all the honorees and 
thank you to the entire Shul for 

your ease of use. 
Suzy and Yussie Ostreicher



Crescendo

Congratulations and many thanks to all the 
Rabbis and Leaders being honored tonight 

for their tireless efforts on behalf of our 
Shul & the entire Community!

Judie & Lal Patel



Crescendo

Mazel Tov Young Israel of West Hartford
May the next 50 years be as rich and 

fulfilling as the first 50.

Thank you to all the honored Rabbis and 
Presidents for your hard work, dedication 

and love of the YIWH family.
The Rosenblit Family

Harriet and Mark
Mor, Jesse and Yonaton



Crescendo

With Gratitude
Steven and Francine Stier



Mazel Tov to all the Honorees 
who have served the Jewish community with 
destinction and dedication. Your devotion to 
our Shul and the Jewish people serves as an 

example and inspiration to us all.
Bernie and Eileen Weinberg

Crescendo



Crescendo

Mazel Tov to all the Honorees

Dr. Stacy Nerenstone & Morton Weinstein



Crescendo

With special gratitude to the honored 
rabbis and presidents, past and resent, 

for their dedication and efforts on 
behalf of our community.

May you continue to go 
from Strength to Strength

Arnold and Ruth Zackin
Mark and Lorie Zackin



Mezzo-Forte

Mezzo-Forte

In Honor of Rabbi Tuvia and Miriam Brander 
and the YIWH community. 

Together you are building a caring engaging 
community committed to the values of 

Religious Zionism and Modern Orthodoxy. 
We are so proud of you. May you continue to 

grow from strength to strength.
Kenny & Ruchie Brander

Mazel Tov Young Israel 
Jean and Leon Chamiedes 



Mezzo-Forte

Mezzo-Forte

In Honor of Dr. Deena Grant, Chaim Davis,  
Akiva, Elisheva and Moshe

 
Margy-Ruth and Perry Davis



Mezzo-Forte

Mezzo-Forte

Mazel Tov to YIWH for 50 Years of 
great accomplishments. 

Ron and Renana Kadden

Mazel tov and thank you to the past Rabbis 
& Presidents for their leadership, wisdom & 

vision, and to Rabbi Brander & Les Loew who 
continue that tradition of excellence.

Leslie, Marc & Sophie Rifkin



Mezzo-Forte

Mezzo-Forte

Happy 50th Anniversary to Young Israel 
of West Hartford honoring past 

Rabbis & Presidents 

Edna & David Shamash

Mazal Tov to YIWH on this incredible  
milestone! Mazal Tov to all our fellow 

honorees. We feel privileged to be part 
of the YIWH family and honored to have 

served the shul and community. 
May we continue to see our shul go from 

strength to strength.
Rabbi Brahm and Elana Weinberg



Andante

Mezzo-Forte

 .ְוָכל ִמי ֶׁשעוְסִקים ְּבָצְרֵכי ִצּבּור ֶּבֱאמּוָנה
ַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא ְיַׁשֵּלם שָכָרם

In honor of our brother-in-law
Dr. Sam Leichtberg in recognition of his 
devolution and dedication to the West 

Hartford Jewish Community
Dr. & Mrs. David Weiss

Jerusalem, Israel

Mazal Tov to all of the honorees! 
Elena & Andre Bitton

Mazal Tov to all of the honorees! We will be eternally grateful for YIWH 
and your welcoming us into your life! May God bless each of us and the 

shul with continuing to be beacons of light! 
Rabbi Daniel and Diane Cohen and Famliy 

Congratulations to all those who have made Young Israel 
such a special place for all these years. 

May we keep growing from strength to strength. 

Sincerely, The Fried Family



Andante
The Young Israel of West Hartford has been home to my family for many years. It had been a central 

focus for my parents, Zena and Armin Gelb who dedicated much of their time and caring to help insure the 
success and growth of the synagogue. On behalf of my children Paul and Rena, their families, and myself, 

we join you in celebrating the past 50 years and wish you continued success in the future.  
Warmest Regards Always, Larry Gelb

Mazel Tov to all the Honorees!
Esther & Dr. David Glahn

Looking forward to 50 more!
Cindi and Lee Goldman

Mazel Tov to Young Israel on their Golden Anniversary
Ronna Gollob

HaKaras HaTov (recognizing the good)
To all the past and present individuals who have made the 

Young Israel a special place.to be.
Barry and Donna Gordon

Mazel Tov to All the Honorees
Dr. Rivki & Joshua Schickman



Thank you to the Young Israel of West Hartford for being so 
welcoming to students at the University of Hartford, 
including our 2020 graduating senior Aliza Sragow. 

Howard & Holly Sragow

Mazel Tov to the Young Israel of West Hartford and all the honorees!
Nathalie and Robert Weinstock & family

Andante

   
   Yasher Koach from Ben Adler at
   Business, Auto, Home
   Bloomfield, CT 860-286-7772

Yehoshua said: Make for yourself a Rav; acquire for yourself a friend; and 
judge every person on the positive side. Our family is grateful for our close re-
lationships with the Rabbis we have had at the Young Israel of West Hartford, 

friendships with shul family and connections with the greater community! 
Steven, Ilana, Yeshaiah, Moshe and Ezra Bernstein

Mazel Tov to the YIWH turning 50!
Deena Grant & Chaim Davis

Piano



Piano

Mazel Tov Young Israel of West 
Hartford on the Celebration of 

Your 50th Anniversary 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Freilich

May Hashem bless “All those who faithfully occupy  
themselves with the needs of the community.” 

Mazel Tov to al the honorees and a thank you to the congregation
for the Mishaberach on my recent ilness.

 Stuart and Linda Grant

Mazel Tov to All the Honorees!
Linda & Bernard Kesler

In honor of our dear  
Uncle Armin z’l and our dear 

counsin Larry Gelb who served 
YIWH so joyfully and well! 

Bumi and Sally Gelb and all the Family



Ahhh, remember the Entenmann’s! 
Susan and Barry Robbin

We salute all the dedicated Rabbis and Rebbitzens who helped 
build this wonderful W.H. community.

Karen and Martin Rosenfeld (1984-1994)

In memory of Jason Wolfe z’l who served the community with
devotion and insight treasured by all. We miss him greatly! 

Vera, Gavi, Elie, Esther, Vicky, Eli and Noson

Thank you to the YIWH family 
and leadership for everything you 
have done for the community and 

for our family.

Daniel and Chanie Loew

Congratulations to all of the 
inspired educators of Young 

Israel for their commitment and 
dedication to their students and 

the Jewish community.

Rabbi Jim & Nancy Rosen
Rabbi Ilana Garber & Adam Berkowitz

Rabbi Howard & Dory Sowalsky
Cantor Joseph & Carmen Ness

Piano

Mazel Tov to the Honorees!

Mr. & Mrs. David Miller



With much admiration for the 
past,current, and FUTURE 

leadership of the Young Israel of 
West Hartford!

Mazel tov on the 50th. Continue glittering brightly and strongly. Helga Allweiss 

Wonderful Shul, Wonderful People, Wonderful Rabbi. until 120!
Jonathan Bilmes & Barbara Becker

Mazel Tov Miriam & Rabbi Tuvia Brander. May you continue in your wonderful work for Klal 
Yisrael - Ellen & Rabbi Aaron Brander

In honor of Jack and Joan Kadish. Mr. & Mrs. Richard Drucker
Rena & Dr. Elliot Einbinder

Mazel Tov to the Honorees Dr. & Mrs. Richard Freund
Mazel Tov to the Honorees Tom and Deborah Freund

So proud to be part of the history of YIWH! Drs. Efrat & Zvi Goldfischer
Brava Debbie ~ Love Mom, Bonnie and Evie

Karina & William Goykman
Dad, we are so proud of your tireless efforts for the YIWH! 

Love, Aviva, Shalom, Ariella, Elan and Tamar
Mazel Tov! Rabbi Menahem & Tzipora Meier

In honor of Judie and Lal Patel Mrs. Hilary Dalin
Mazel Tov! Alison & Nate Pava
Mazel Tov! Mr. Ariel Rothschild

Mazel Tov and Many Thanks - Hazzan Sanford Cohn and Family
Mazel Tov Harold Kadish from Alene, Irav Schwartz, Marilyn Wanderer

Mazel Tov from the Wolpaw Family!
Mazel Tov on 50 Years Strong The Zwiebel/Kropsky Family



Rabbi Tuvia Brander, Mara D’Atra •  Dr. Les Loew, Coordinator 
(860) 233-3084 • www.youngisraelwh.org • @YoungIsraelWeHa


