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If you or someone you know need a Seder or a meal, 
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please reach out confidentially to Rabbi Tuvia Brander. 
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27 Adar 5778 
March 15, 2018 
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

I hope you are well and your Pesach preparations are going smoothly.  
 

In this packet, I have endeavored to provide a condensed set of guidelines for preparing for Pesach 
as well as a brief collection of important laws of Pesach. Of course, there is always much to discuss. I 
encourage you to visit the following suggested websites for a more inclusive and all-encompassing 
lists of laws, preparation details and product information: 
 

http://www.crcweb.org/Passover2018.php 
https://oukosher.org/passover/ou-guide-passover-2018/(physical copies of the OU Passover 
guide are available at the Young Israel) 
http://www.star-k.org/passover 

  

Of course, if you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me directly at 
either 561-271-4148 or Rabbi@YoungIsraelWH.org.  
 

While we undertake many physical preparations in the advance of Pesach, our chagim are only 
further enriched and enriching when we find time to prepare spiritually and intellectually 
for the holiday as well. I am happy to call your attention to several exciting classes in the run up to 
Pesach to help with these preparations. In particular, we are thrilled to be hosting a new variation of 
“Seder Exchange”: Many Voices: One Torah, featuring the Orthodox rabbinic and educational 
talent in our community to share 5 minute insights on the hagaddah. I also hope you will join for my 
annual Shabbat HaGadol Drasha. For more information about these or any other programs or 
classes, see the first pages of this packet.  
 

Lastly, Miriam and I would like to wish all of you a chag kasher v’samech—a happy and kosher 
Passover.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rabbi Tuvia Brander 

 

Les Loew 

http://www.crcweb.org/Passover2018.php
http://www.crcweb.org/Passover2018.php
https://oukosher.org/passover/ou-guide-passover-2018/
http://www.star-k.org/passover
mailto:Rabbi@YoungIsraelWH.org
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Classes 

 
 

 

Pre-Pesach Classes at 
Young Israel of West Hartford 

 

 

Painless Pesach  Preparations?! 
By Rabbi Tuvia Brander     

You have questions? We have answers! Join us for a review of some of 
the laws of preparing for Pesach. We will explore some of the many 
Pesach resources available as well as leave ample time for Questions 
and Answers. Part of the class will also be devoted to going over the 

procedures and laws of going away for Pesach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a break from cooking and cleaning to join us for this unique and 
transformative opportunity as we prepare for Pesach. Come here our 

local Orthodox rabbis and educators speak for exactly five minutes and 
deliver a brief insight into the Hagaddah. You will come away with a 

notebook of novel and inspirational ideas for your Seder and Yom Tov 
table. 

 
 
 
 

 

Next Year In Jerusalem? 

The Origin, meaning and Yearning 

By Rabbi Tuvia Brander 
 

Join us as we continue the time honored tradition of studying the laws and concepts of Pesach with 

the rabbi on the Shabbat afternoon immediately preceding Pesach. 
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Thursday, March 29th - Night of Bedikat Chametz  

          Mincha and Maariv 6:55 PM 

          Bedikat Chametz                        no earlier than 7:55 PM 

    

Friday, March 30th - Erev Pesach Ta’anit Bechorot  

          Shacharit followed by Siyum Bechorot 6:40 AM 

          Communal Chametz Burning at       
YIWH 7:30-9:00 AM 

          Latest Time for Eating Chametz 10:21 AM 

    Latest Time for Owning/Burning Chametz    11:38 AM 

          Candle Lighting 6:56 PM 

          Mincha and Maariv 7:01 PM 

          Seder should not begin before 7:57 PM 

          Halakhic Midnight 12:54 AM 

    

Shabbat, March 31st - 1st Day of Pesach  

          Shacharit and Tefilat Tal 9:00 AM 

          Mincha and Maariv 7:00 PM 

          Candle Lighting after 7:58 PM 

One should not begin preparing for Yom Tov or the 
Seder prior to candle lighting 

Don't forget to start counting Sefirat Ha'Omer 

    

Sunday, April 1st - 2nd Day of Pesach   

          Shacharit 9:00 AM 

          Mincha followed by Shiur 7:00 PM 

          Havdalah and Maariv 7:59 PM 

Monday, April 2nd-Wednesday, April 4th, Chol HaMoed 

          Shacharit 6:30 AM 

          Mincha and Maariv 7:00 PM 

 

Thursday, April 5th - Chol HaMoed/Erev Chag, 6th Day of Pesach 

          Shacharit 6:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Candle Lighting 7:02 PM 

DON’T FORGET TO MAKE AN ERUV 
TAVSHILIN 

          Mincha and Maariv 7:07 PM 

  

Friday, April 6th - 7th Day of Pesach   

Shacharit 9:00 AM 

          Shiur 6:20 PM 

          Mincha followed by Maariv 7:00 PM 

          Candle Lighting 7:04 PM 

    

Shabbat, April 7th - 8th Day of Pesach   

          Shacharit & Shir HaShirim 9:00 AM 

                    Yizkor (approx.) 10:35 AM 

          Shiur 6:10 PM 

          Mincha followed by Shiur 6:55 PM 

          Seudat Shlishit / Seudat Mashiach  
          Maariv and Havdallah  8:06 PM 

    

         Chametz sold with Rabbi may be eaten   after 9:00 PM 

    

Sunday, April 8th - Thursday April 12th   

          Shacharit - Sunday 8:15 AM 

          Shacharit - Monday & Thursday 6:40 AM 

          Shacharit - Tuesday & Wednesday 6:45 AM 

          Mincha and Maariv 7:10 PM 

  
Friday, April 13th - Erev Shabbat   

          Shacharit 6:45 AM 

          Earliest Candle Lighting 6:07 PM 

          Mincha and Maariv 7:00 PM 

          Calendar Candle Lighting 7:11 PM 

  

Pesach Schedule 

5778 / 2018 
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In order to prepare for Shabbat on Friday of Yom Tov, one must designate an Eruv 

Tavshilin before Yom Tov. Therefore, on Thursday, March 5, the head of the household, 

or designee, should set aside a baked item (ie. matza) and a cooked item (ie. eggs, fish 

or meat). S/he should then recite the both blessing of "Baruch...Al Mitzvas Eruv" and the 

Eruv Tavshilin declaration, both found below and in the Artscroll Siddur (p. 654). The 

foods set aside for the eruv must remain in uneaten until Shabbat and should be eaten 

on Shabbat. An Eruv Tavshilin must be made even if one does not intend to cook on 

Yom Tov for Shabbat so that Shabbat Candles can be light.  

 

Eruv Tavshilin FAQ 
 

What is it?  

The Eruv Tavshilin consists of one cooked item and one baked item. The cooked item 

can be any item that is eaten together with bread (ie. meat, fish or eggs and not rice or 

pasta) with a minimum size of a k’zayit (the size of an olive) and ideally specifically 

cooked for use in the Eruv Tavshilin. The baked item should be the size of a k’beitzah 

(the size of an egg), though in order to enhance the mitzvah, it is best to use a whole loaf 

or roll (of course, on Pesach a matza would be appropriate).  

 

Ok, I have an egg and roll, now what do I do? 

Once the food is prepared, hold both items and recite the following bracha:  

ֹו ִמצְּ נּו בְּ ֽ שָּ ם ֲאֶשר ִקדְּ עֹולָּ ֶלְך הָּ ה ה' ֱאֹלֽקינּו ֶמֽ רּוְך ַאתָּ ַות ֵעירּובבָּ נּו ַעל ִמצְּ ֽ ִצּוָּ יו וְּ  :תָּ
Blessed are you Lord our God, King of the universe, who sanctified us with His 

commandments and commanded us on the mitzvah of Eruv. 
 

Then, in a language you understand, recite the following declaration:  

ַבד  ֶמעְּ נָּא ּולְּ ַתקָּ א ּולְּ גָּ רָּ לּוֵקי שְּ ַאדְּ מּוֵני ּולְּ ַאטְּ ַבשּוֵלי ּולְּ נָּא ַלֲאפּוֵיי ּולְּ א לָּ רָּ ֵהא שָּ א יְּ ֵדין ֵערּובָּ ל בְּ כָּ

א  בָּ א טָּ נָּא ִמיֹומָּ כָּ רְּ א ]צָּ ַשַבתָּ ֹּאת.[*לְּ ִעיר ַהז ִרים בָּ ֵאל ַהדָּ רָּ ל ִישְּ כָּ נָּא ּולְּ  לָּ
With this eruv, it will be permissible for us to bake, cook, insulate, light a candle 

and perform all of our needs on Yom Tov in preparation for Shabbat [*for us and 

for all Jews who live in this city]. 

*only recite if doing so on behalf of the community. 
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Now store the Eruv to be eaten on Shabbat. It is preferable to use the bread for lechem 

mishneh at one of the Shabbat meals. 

 

What does the Eruv allow me to do? 

It allows one, only on the day before Shabbat (ie. Friday), to do any activities that are 

permitted on a regular Yom Tov like cooking, baking, warming or lighting a fire from 

another fire for Shabbat. One should ensure that these preparations take place early 

enough so that it is theoretically possible to benefit from the preparations on Yom Tov 

itself. 
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I. ABOUT CHAMETZ 
 
 

The Prohibition 

The prohibition against Chametz on Pesach is founded in the Torah. It commands 

every Jew: a.) not to eat or drink it, b.) not to own it, c.) not to possess it in their 

domain. The prohibition applies to even the slightest amount of Chametz because of 

the harshness of the penalty prescribed by the Torah - excision. Because Chametz is 

permissible after Pesach - there can be no nullification during Pesach. 
 

 

The Rabbinic prohibition extends to the use even after Pesach of Chametz which 

belonged to a Jew during Pesach. For this reason, Jewish owned food stores which 

do not sell their Chametz before Pesach should not be patronized for 

approximately a month after the holiday so that no Chametz product which 

belonged to them during Pesach would be consumed afterwards.  Please watch for 

a list of approved food stores for after Pesach. 
 

 

What Is Chametz? 

Chametz is a general term for all leavened foods 

forbidden on Passover. Foods and drinks made from 

wheat, oats, rye, spelt, barley, and derivatives of same 

are subject to the laws of Chametz. (Rye, whiskey, beer 

and vinegar are just a few examples of derivative foods 

that are Chametz.) The prohibition includes, as well, the 

taste of Chametz absorbed in food, utensils, or dishes. 

The slightest trace of Chametz can convert the entire 

product into Chametz. 
 

 

Kitniyot - Prohibition Against Beans 

Rabbinically, the prohibition of Chametz has extended to all grains, such as rice, 

millet and corn and to all forms of lentils, beans and peas. The reason for this 

extension was that breads were being made from these products and confusion as to 

which breads were permissible were resulting in many cases in the eating of true 

Chametz. Only in certain geographic areas were these prohibitions not legislated (e.g. 

some Sephardim eat rice). Other than these, all fresh vegetables may be used on 

Pesach. 
 

 

Medicine 

Many drugs, medicines and vitamins contain Chametz (derivatives of the five 

prohibited on Pesach). All pill medications—with or without chametz—that one
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swallows is permitted. Vitamins and other food supplements do not necessarily fall 

into this category, please consult Rabbi Tuvia Brander to find out if they can be used 

on the Passover. If medicines are being taken due to serious health related 

conditions, one should continue to take them even if they are Chametz. However, 

one should take care not to allow these medicines to come into contact with Pesach 

dishes or utensils. (Please see the attached letter from the CRC on these matters at 

the end of this packet). 
 

 

Cosmetics & Toiletries 

As per the CRC (see full letter attached at end of this packet): 

(1) All varieties of blush, body soap, conditioners, creams, eye shadow, eyeliner, face 

powder, food powder, foundations, inks, lotions, mascara, nail polish, ointments, 

paint, shampoo and stick deodorant are permitted for use on Pesach—regardless 

of their ingredients. 

(2) Lipstick, mouthwash and toothpaste which contain chametz should not be used. 

(3) Many liquid deodorants, hair mousse, hairsprays, perfumes, colognes and 

shaving lotions contain denatured alcohol, and therefore should not be used on 
Pesach unless they are listed as Chametz-free on a reliable list of Pesach products. 

Feel free to be in touch with Rabbi Tuvia Brander with any particular questions in 

this area. 
 

II. MECHIRAT CHAMETZ – SELLING THE CHAMETZ 
 

 

As stated, it is prohibited to possess Chametz on Passover and from such Chametz 

one is not allowed to derive any benefit. Also, Chametz which was in the possession 

of a Jew on Passover may not be used even after the Holiday. Therefore, any 

Chametz which cannot be consumed or disposed of before Passover, must be sold to 

a non-Jew. 

Ideally, Pure Chametz, such as bread or cereal, should be disposed of before 

Pesach. All other products and Chametz utensils should be stored in a closet or other 

cabinet and locked or sealed off with tape. The Rabbi should be told the place where 

the Chametz is closeted and the approximate value of the goods so that a valid sale to 

the non-Jew may be affected. 
 

 

The legal act of designation of the Rabbi as agent for the sale of Chametz, is best 

performed in a personal meeting engaging in the act of Kinyan Suddar - a 

contractual form in Jewish law in which the transfer of a garment (e.g. a
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handkerchief) from the Rabbi to yourself is a visible manifestation of contractual 

intent and in which the garment serves as consideration for the contract. 
 

 

Rabbi Brander will be available to become the 

agent for the selling of your Chametz at the 

following times: 
 

 

• After morning minyan Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays beginning starting Thursday, 

March 22, 2018 

• In the evenings:  

o Thursday, March 22th, 7:15 PM – 8:15 

PM 

o Sunday, March 25th, 7:30PM – 8:30PM  

o Wednesday, March 28th 7:25 PM – 8:25 

PM 

• Sunday Morning, March 25th, 9:00 AM – 10:15 

AM 

 @ the Young Israel of West Hartford 
 

 

However, for those who find it impossible to do so, please contact Rabbi 

Brander. In extenuating circumstances, one may fill out the authorization 

form, designating Rabbi Brander as your agent, and scan and email it to 

Rabbi@YoungIsraelWH.org. You must make sure you get a confirmation that 

it has been received. 
 

NO CHAMETZ WILL BE SOLD 

AFTER THURSDAY, MARCH 

29TH AT 8:00 PM. 
 

 
III. MAOT CHITIM—MONEY FOR MATZA 

 

 
There is a long time-honored custom to give charity before Pesach to see that all Jews 

have their holiday needs taken care of. As opposed to Matanot Le’evyonim, which can 

easily be taken care of on the day of Purim, Maot Chitim is needed well in 

advance of Pesach to allow for proper distribution of funds. Checks can be 

made out to “YIWH Rabbi Discretionary Fund”. The money will be 

mailto:Rabbi@Young
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distributed both in West Hartford and in Israel.  Check must be received by 

Thursday, March 29th. 
 
 

IV. PREPARING YOUR HOME 
 
 

Around the House 

A thorough house cleaning is undertaken in preparation for the Passover holiday. 

Areas that will not be needed during Pesach may be sealed, taped up and closed and 

need not be cleaned. 

 
 

In addition to the entire house, the following places should be free from Chametz: 

office, cars, pockets of clothing (especially children’s), pocket books, etc. 
 

 

Baby formula is kitniyot and may be used; however, new 

bottles should be purchased. Bottles should be cleaned in 

an area in which it does not come in contact with Pesach 

utensils (i.e. in a separate sink or in one of the bathrooms). 
 

 

Vacuum-cleaner bags should be discarded or cleaned and 

stored with Chametz. 
 

 

Pet foods usually contain Chametz. Please see special section on pets. 
 
 
 

Kashering the Kitchen 

The laws of kashering appliances and utensils can often be confusing and complex. 

When following these guidelines, please be care to read the whole section before 

beginning. If you have any questions, please reach out directly to Rabbi Tuvia 

Brander. 
 

 

All kashering for Pesach must occur before Pesach. 
 

 

Chametz dishes and kitchen utensils must be washed and cleaned and stored away 

in such a manner that they cannot accidentally be used on Passover. 
 

 

Ovens 

Conventional oven (non self cleaning): 

For a gas or electric oven, the oven and its racks  must be completely clean before 

kashering can begin. You should use a caustic oven cleaner to remove baked on 

grease and pay special attention to the joints of the oven racks, the temperature 
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gauge inside the oven, and the door area. If a caustic type of oven cleaner (such as 

Easy-Off) was used to clean the oven and some stubborn spots remain after the 

caustic cleaner has been applied a second time with similar results, the remaining 

spots may be disregarded if they are flush with the oven wall not raised. 

AFTER this cleaning, the oven should not be used for 24 hours; then turn the oven to 

its highest temperature (on some ovens the broil setting is the hottest) and leave it 

on with the racks inside for ONE HOUR. 
 

 

Continuous cleaning oven: 
One cannot assume that such an oven is clean because the manufacturer claims it to 

be continuously clean therefore the oven and its racks  must be cleaned and a visual 

inspection is required. Since caustic or abrasive oven cleaners, e.g. Easy-Off, cannot 

be used without destroying the continuous clean properties of the oven, a non- 

abrasive, and non-caustic, cleaner must be used to clean the oven. Grease spots will 

usually disappear if the top layer of grease is cleaned with Fantastic and a nylon 

brush. Then the oven should be turned on high for an hour so that the continuous 

clean mechanism can work and get off other dirt. If the spots don't disappear the 

oven should be left on for a few hours to allow the continuous clean mechanism to 

deep clean. If the spots do not disappear, the spots should be removed with oven 

cleaner or steel wool. If the spots are dark spots that crumble, they can be 

disregarded. 

AFTER this cleaning, the oven should not be used for 24 hours; after 24 hours, turn 

on the oven to its highest setting and leave it on with the racks inside for ONE 

HOUR. 
 

 

Self-cleaning oven: 

The self-cleaning cycle will clean and kasher the oven and racks simultaneously. This 

is true for convection ovens with a self-cleaning feature as well. The oven need not 

be cleaned 100% before the process begins because everything inside of the oven is 

reduced to ash. However, there are areas that are not burned up so well during self cleaning 

so they must be cleaned properly beforehand such as:  The oven door, gasket around the 

door, and place where the door meets the oven itself etc…  Additionally, this 

kashering may be done even if the oven has not been left unused for 24 hours. 
 

 

Cooktops 

Gas Range: 

The burners themselves should be cleaned well and turned on for a couple of 

minutes and are kosher. The cast iron or metal grates upon which the pots on the 

range sit may be inserted into the oven after they have been thoroughly cleaned and 

then leave the oven on its hottest setting for ONE HOUR or on the self clean cycle (If 

one has a self-cleaning oven one need not clean the grates first but you may want to 
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check with the manufacturer before putting the grates in to the self-cleaning cycle.) 

The rest of the range should be cleaned and covered with a double layer of heavy- 

duty aluminum foil. The drip pans, knobs, and display panel should be thoroughly 

cleaned and need not be kashered. 
 

 

Electric Range (Non-glass top/Coil Burners): 

The burners should be heated until glowing hot and then left on for 15 minutes (you 

may want to do this one by one so you don’t have all of them glowing red at the 

same time). The rest of the range should be cleaned and covered with a double layer 

of heavy-duty aluminum foil. The drip pans, knobs, and display panel should be 

thoroughly cleaned and need not be kashered. 
 

 

Glass-top, Corning, Halogen or Ceran Electric Range: 

The burner areas of the stove can be turned on the highest temperature until they 

come to a glow and left for 15 minutes (You may want to do 1 or 2 at a time to avoid 

the risk of overheating the top and cracking the glass). The burner areas are now 

considered Kosher for Pesach. However, the rest of the cook top cannot be kashered 

and since glass tops are made of tempered glass and are at risk of shattering if it is 

covered, it may not be covered either.  Since the area in between the burners cannot 

be properly kashered you should clean it very well and then make sure not to put 

pots directly on that area during Pesach and certainly not to put food there over 

Pesach.  You might want to put down some non-flammable trivets along that area for 

the duration of Pesach so that you will not inadvertently put things down on the 

non-kashered area.  Also, if your pots are bigger than the burner areas you should put 

the pot on a thin metal disk that will elevate it slightly so that the rest of the pot is 

not touching the un-kashered middle area of the stovetop.  Knobs and display panels 

should be thoroughly cleaned and need not be kashered. 
 

 

Broilers 

The broiler pan and grill cannot be kashered by just turning on the gas or electricity. 

Since food is cooked directly on the pan or grill, they must be heated to a glow in 

order to be used on Pesach.  You may use a blowtorch to accomplish this. An 

alternate method is to replace the pan with a new pan and Kasher the empty broiler 

cavity by cleaning and setting it to broil for forty minutes. If one does not intend to 

use the broiler on Pesach, one may still use the oven, even without Kashering the 

broiler, provided that the broiler has been thoroughly cleaned. 

Similarly, other cooktop inserts such as a griddle or a barbecue broiler would 

require “Libbun Gamur”- heating the surface to a red glow before usage. If not, 

the insert should be cleaned and covered and not used for Pesach. 
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Microwave 

Fortunately, many microwave do not heat up the oven walls enough to cause a real 

kashrus concern. Clean the microwave very well with a caustic substance making 

sure to get off all traces of food in those hard to reach areas.  Do not use for 24 hours. 

Then place a cup of water (you should use a paper or Styrofoam cup) in the 

microwave and boil it on the highest setting until you see the steam filling the 

chamber (this may take 10 minutes or more). Then place another cup of water in a 

different spot in the microwave and do it again. The glass plate (if you have one) 
should be removed before doing this and may not be used on Pesach. 

 

 

Keurig Machines 

A Keurig machine may be kashered for Pesach. First, remove the K-cup holder, clean 

it very well and do not use it for 24 hours. Pour boiling water on the K-cup holder 

and then brew a kosher for Pesach K-cup. Also, make sure to carefully clean the base 

of the Keurig for any chametz residue that it may have picked up. 
 

 

SODASTREAM 

SODASTREAM machines may also be ‘kashered’ for use on Pesach. One must 

carefully scrub down the surface of the SodaStream to remove any chametz residue 

that it may have picked up. Additionally, new bottles should be purchased for 

Pesach use only. 
 

 

Refrigerators 

The refrigerator should be defrosted (if needed), the shelves, 

the walls and the entire freezer compartment washed and 

scrubbed. While not necessary, some cover the shelves of the 

refrigerator and the floor of the freezer with material before 

Pesach foods are entered; be sure that the material has holes 

in it that allows the free flow of air necessary for the efficient 

use of your refrigerator. 
 

 

Sinks 

Sinks are generally made from china, corian, porcelain, stainless steel or granite. 

China sinks cannot be kashered at all. Porcelain or corian sinks should also be 

considered like a china sink, since there is a controversy whether these materials can 

be kashered. These sinks should be cleaned, not used for twenty-four hours, and 

completely lined with contact paper or foil. The dishes that are to be washed should 

not be placed directly into the sink: They must be washed in a Pesach dishpan that is 

placed on a Pesach rack. Alternatively (and more practically), a sink insert can be 

purchased.  It is necessary to have separate dishpans for Milchig and Fleishig dishes. 
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Stainless steel sinks can be kashered by the following method: Clean the sink 

thoroughly. After cleaning the sink, hot water should not be used or poured in the 

sink for twenty-four (24) hours prior to kashering. It is recommended that the hot 

shut-off valve under the sink be turned off twenty-four (24) hours before kashering. 

Make sure the sink is completely dry.  Then pour boiling hot water which is at a 

rolling boil from a pot or kettle (for what type of pot/kettle to use for kashering see 

the following page) over every part of the stainless steel sink. Make sure to pour 

directly from pot/kettle over each area of the sink and not just to pour in one spot 

and let it roll to other parts of the sink.  The poured water must touch every part of 

the sink including the drain and the spout of the water faucet. It is likely that the 

kashering kettle will need to be refilled a few times before the kashering process can 

be completed.  It is ok to kasher in stages.  After you pour the boiling water you 

should rinse the sink in cold water. 

Granite sinks can be kashered like a stainless steel sink. 
 

Countertops 

Countertops made of  pure, non composite, granite/marble may be kashered. You can 

do this by cleaning them really well (pay special attention to seams and areas near 

the wall), leaving them unused for 24 hours, and pouring boiling water over the 

entire surface (see below for what kind of pot/kettle can be used to boil the water), 

beginning from the area closest to the wall and moving toward the edge of the 

counters. You should make sure the water is really at a rolling boil when you pour it 

on.  You may do the counters in stages one area at a time. 
 

Formica countertops without cuts and abrasions may be kashered. The same process 

above should be followed with special care given to clean the seams before kashering. 

Formica with cuts and abrasions may not be kashered but should cleaned and 

covered. 
 

For other types of countertops, please reach out to Rabbi Tuvia Brander. A complete 

list of countertop materials and their status for Pesach can be found on the CRC 

website in their Pesach Magazine. 
 

Tables 

Tabletops used year-round should be cleaned 

thoroughly and kept covered with a tablecloth 

over Pesach. 
 

Cabinets & Shelves 

These areas must be cleaned thoroughly but 

need not be covered. All chametz must be 
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removed and placed in a designated area to be 

stored away for Pesach. 
 

Warming Drawer 

The simplest way to kasher a warming drawer is to thoroughly clean and not use it 

for 24 hours. Heat the warming drawer to the required temperature by lighting a 

sterno can in the warming drawer for about 2 hours. Make sure to leave the door of 

the warming drawer slightly ajar, so that there will be enough air to allow for 

combustion. 
 

 

Metal Utensils 

If the metal utensil is one solid piece and not assembled or glued together  and it has 

only been used for cooking, serving or eating hot Chametz (ie NOT used when over 

a direct flame like a BBQ; see below for those) may be kashered by cleaning them 

thoroughly, removing any stickers or impediments, waiting twenty-four (24) hours 

without using them and then immersing them, one by one, into a pot of water (see 

below for the type of pot to use) which has been heated and is maintaining a rolling 

boil when the vessel is immersed. After taking it out of the boiling water it should be 

rinsed in cold water and is now kasher. 

NOTE:  We do not kasher Teflon coated items. 

NOTE: The utensils undergoing the kashering process may not touch each other on 

the way in to the pot. In other words, if a set of flatware is being kashered for Pesach, 

one cannot take all the knives, forks and spoons and put them in the boiling water 

together. They should be placed into the boiling water one by one. 

NOTE:  The water must touch every part of the vessel so if tongs are used to grip the 

utensil, the utensil will have to be immersed a second time with the tong in a 

different position so that the boiling water will touch the initially gripped area. The 

entire utensil does not have to be kashered at once; it may be done in parts. 

Please watch out for utensils that are rusty or difficult to clean properly or that are 

made of several parts. These cannot be kashered.  Even silverware made of two 

parts (a handle and a blade, for instance) should most often not be kashered. 
 

 

Utensils which came in contact with Chametz over a fire or electric element and did 

not contain water - such as a broiler, a baking or a frying pan - can be kashered only 

by heating the object until it is red-hot and glowing. One of the ways this can be 

done is with a blowtorch. 
 

 

In order to kasher a pot, which cannot fit into another pot, one must fill it completely 

with water and heat it until the water boils quickly; while the water is boiling, a red- 

hot stone (heated to 212 degrees) is dropped into the pot so that the water overflows 

onto the sides.  Then rinse in cold water and the pot is now kashered.  
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Glass Utensils 

Ashkenazim today do not kasher Glass Utensils for Pesach. Arcolac, Pyrex, 

Duralex & Corelle should be treated as glass for Kashering purposes. 

The only glass utensils that we kasher are ones used only for COLD drinks and 

have never been put in the dishwasher.  You may kasher these either through 

putting them in boiling hot water (like above) or a process called miluy v’eruy, it 

can be accomplished by placing them in water for three consecutive days and 

changing the water every 24 hours. 
 

 

What Pot To Use For Kashering? 

1) You may use a kosher for Passover pot. 

OR 

2) If you would like you may use a chametz pot as long as it is 100% clean and has 

not been used in 24 hours. 
 

 

V. BEDIKAT CHAMETZ – THE SEARCH FOR THE CHAMETZ 
 
 

Checking & Nullifying 

As the Torah forbids us from not only eating Chametz but also owning Chametz, we 

are tasked with removing any Chametz unknown to us by “nullifying” it through 

“Bittul Chametz,” thus making the Chametz ownerless. Our Sages, however, further 

mandated a thorough check of the house on the night before Pesach a) in case we 

have not truly nullified our Chametz in our hearts and b) lest one find and eat 

Chametz on Pesach. This is not just a perfunctory check of our homes!  While the 

custom of putting out 10 pieces of bread has some basis, searching for just those 

pieces does not fulfill one’s obligation. It is best to put those pieces in strategic 

places around the house so that entering those areas during the search will force 

you to better review those areas to make sure no Chametz is there.  Places to check 

include medicine cabinets, coat pockets, garages and cars. You should have the 

lights on when you check and use a candle or flashlight to see in cracks and small 

spaces. (It is best to use a flashlight and avoid having to walk around the house 

with fire.)
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The bracha (below) should be made before you begin and the formula for nullifying 

Chametz should be recited after you have finished. You should recite the formula in 

the language you understand best. After searching, the Chametz found should be 

placed somewhere safe where it will not get lost or spread out in to the house. 
 

 

One should try to do the bedikah as soon as possible after nightfall on Thursday 

night, March 29th (after 7:54 PM) and avoid pushing it off until late Thursday 

night. 
 

 

Before the Search: 

Blessed are You, Hashem, our God, King of 

the Universe, Who has sanctified us with 

His commandments and has commanded us 

concerning the removal of chametz. 
 

 

After the Search: 

Any Chametz or leaven that is in my 

possession which I have NOT seen, have 

NOT removed, and do NOT know about 

should be annulled and become ownerless 

like the dust of the earth. 

 

 

נּו  שָּ ֶשר ִקדְּ ם, אָּ עֹולָּ יָּ, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלך הָּ ה יְּ רּוך ַאתָּ בָּ

ֵמץ. נּו ַעל ִבעּור חָּ ִצוָּ ו, וְּ ֹותָּ ִמצְּ  בְּ

 

 

 

 

א ֲחִמֵתיּה  לָּ שּוִתי, דְּ א ִברְּ ִאיכָּ א דְּ א ַוֲחִמיעָּ ל ֲחִמירָּ כָּ

ִטיל ֵתיּה, ִלבְּ א ִביַערְּ לָּ  ודלא ידענא לה לבטל ּודְּ

א עָּ ַארְּ א דְּ רָּ ַעפְּ ֵקר כְּ ֶלֱהֵוי ֶהפְּ  וְּ

 

 
 

VI. BIUR CHAMETZ – BURNING CHAMETZ 
 
 

The burning of the Chametz is done on Friday morning, March 30th, 2018. There will 

be a location at Young Israel to burn your Chametz Sunday morning. All Chametz 

must be burned by 11:38 AM. After burning the Chametz, 

Kol Chamira should be recited. Even if you are not 

participating in the burning itself, you should still say the 

nullification formula at some point in the morning before 

11:38 AM. 
 

 

After Burning the Chametz 
 

 

שּוִתי, א ִברְּ ִאיכָּ א דְּ א ַוֲחִמיעָּ ל ֲחִמירָּ ַחִזיֵתיה כָּ א ַחִזיֵתיהוְּ  דְּ לָּ  , דְּ

ֲחִמֵתיּה א ֲחִמֵתיּהוְּ  דְּ לָּ ֵתיּה  דְּ ִביַערְּ ֶלֱהֵוי דְּ ִטיל וְּ ֵתיּה, ִלבְּ א ִביַערְּ לָּ ּודְּ

ֵקר א  ֶהפְּ עָּ ַארְּ א דְּ רָּ ַעפְּ  כְּ
 

 

Any Chametz or leaven that is in my possession whether I 

have recognized it or not, whether I have seen it or not,
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whether I have removed it or not, should be annulled and become ownerless like the 

dust of the earth. 
 

 
 

VII. TA’ANIT BECHOROT – FAST OF THE FIRST BORN 
 
 

When the Almighty slew the first-born of Egypt, God spared the first born children 

of Israel. Therefore, all first-born sons of Israel fast on the day before Passover in 

gratitude to the Almighty. 
 

 

It has, however, been a custom for many centuries that the fast day is broken by a 

Seudat Mitzvah, such as the meal at a Siyum, the conclusion of the study of a book 

of the Talmud or Tractate Mishnah. 
 

 

If one is not a first-born, but has a first-born son under 13, one should fast or partake 

in a Siyum. 
 

 
 

VIII. THE SEDER 
 
 

While it would be impossible to list all of the laws of the Seder in this guide, certain 

Halachot deserve special attention. For a more thorough treatment of the laws and 

customs of the Seder, refer to the OU Guide to Passover. 
 

The Sedarim on both nights should start as early as possible after nightfall (Friday 

night after 7:57 PM and Saturday night after 7:58 PM. Please note, of course, that 

Saturday night it would be virtually impossible to start at 7:58 PM as no preparation 

may be done before that time. Premature preparation would constitute a violation of 

“hachana” (preparing) from one day of Yom Tov to the next and Shabbat to Yom Tov. 
 

Everyone—both women and men—are obligated in the mitzvot of Pesach night: 

drinking the four cups of wine, eating the Matzah, Maror and Afikoman (finding it 

isn’t a mitzvah—it’s just an added bonus) and, of course, the retelling of the story of 

the Exodus. 
 

Haseiba—Leaning 

Remember to lean when eating matzah (even korech and the afikoman) and drinking 

the four cups of wine! This is not just a custom, but also a Halacha.
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Four Cups 

The glasses for the 4 cups should hold at least a reviit 

of wine (a minimum of 3.3 fl oz). One should drink 

at least “rov kos” more than half of the cup of wine or grape 

juice. The same halacha applies to each of the 4 cups. 
 

 

Maggid 

Don’t be afraid to go “off text” of the haggadah and add in your own thoughts, 

discussions, props for kids etc…Be creative!  There are times when one cannot be at the 

table for the entire Maggid section.  One should minimally join the Haggadah recitation 

with “Rabban Gamliel said: Three things must be mentioned…” but should preferably 

take part in the entire discussion. 
 

 

Motzi Matzah 

The mitzvah of eating matzah requires that an olive’s worth of matzah be eaten in a 

certain time period (preferably 2-3 minutes) –obviously without choking. An olive size 

comes out to be 1/2 of a Shemurah matzah or 2/3 of machine matzah.  One should not talk 

or get involved with anything else until the matzah is swallowed. 
 

 

Marror 

The use of Romaine Lettuce is preferable for Marror (even though it doesn’t hurt going 

down). However, one absolutely must check for bugs on this lettuce. The lettuce should 

be soaked rinsed thoroughly and then checked leaf by leaf for bugs. One should eat an 

olive’s worth of Marror.  With lettuce, this works out to 8”x 10” of the leaves, or 3”x 5” 

of the stalks . One must eat this amount again during korech. 
 

 

Korech 

Korech is the delicious matzah, marror and charoset sandwich. One should eat ¼ of a 

handmade shmura matzah or 1/3 of machine matzah with an olive’s worth of Marror (same 

as above). 
 

 

Tzafun 

Each person should eat an olive’s worth of matzah for the Afikoman (1/2 of handmade 

shmura matzah or 2/3 or machine matzah). The piece of matzah hidden away should be 

divided up and matzah should be added to it to complete the kezayit (olive size – as above 

in motzi matzah). One should be sure to leave a little room for the Afikoman so that it not 

be eaten after one is already stuffed. The Afikoman should be consumed before chatzot / 

halachic midnight which falls out at 12:54 AM. 
We do not eat after the Seder in order to allow the taste of the Matzah to remain in 

our mouths. 
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IX. DIABETES & GLUTEN 
 
 

Diabetics face special challenges over Pesach. The Star K has prepared a very helpful 

guide of Halacha, advice – and recipes!  Check out  http://www.star- 

k.org/articles/articles/seasonal/349/passover-guide-for-diabetics/ for practical advice and 

insight and, of course, feel free to contact Rabbi Tuvia Brander 
 

 

Lakewood Matzoh Bakery has both handmade and machine made Shmura Matzah 

baked under GFCO (Gluten Free Certification Organization) supervision.   To order 

please contact them at 732-364-8757 or  sales@lakewoodmatzoh.com or visit them at  

www.lakewoodmatzoh.com 
 

 

X. PETS & PESACH 
 
 

One of the many challenges of Pesach is finding ‘kosher’ pet food. There are two 

separate Kashrus issues for us to be aware of with regard to pet food: one specific to 

Pesach and the other relevant all year round. 

The year-round challenge concerns mixtures of meat and milk. Commonly, dog and cat 

foods that contain meat (not chicken) and milk together which we are prohibited from 

deriving any benefit from and therefore would be forbidden feed to pet all year round. 

Similarly, on Pesach, one is prohibited from deriving any pleasure or benefit from 

chametz, thus, it is not permitted to use or own pet food containing any type of chametz on 

Pesach. It is therefore important to be aware of the prevalent use of the 

five grains (wheat, rye, barley, oats, spelt) in dog and cat foods today. Almost all dry pet 

food list wheat or oats as their first ingredient. This is true for fish food and bird food as 

well. 

Benefit from "Kitniyos" (legumes) is permitted on Pesach even for an Ashkenazic Jew. 

Therefore, rice does NOT pose a problem in pet foods. 

The following links will get you lists of pet foods that do not contain forbidden milk and 

meat mixtures or chametz: 

http://www.crcweb.org/Passover/Guide/Pet_Foods.pdf 

http://www.star-k.org/articles/wp- 

content/uploads/2016/03/PesachBook_AbridgedWeb-1.pdf                 
  

http://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/seasonal/349/passover-guide-for-diabetics/
http://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/seasonal/349/passover-guide-for-diabetics/
mailto:sales@lakewoodmatzoh.com
http://www.lakewoodmatzoh.com/
http://www.crcweb.org/Passover/Guide/Pet_Foods.pdf
http://www.star-k.org/articles/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/PesachBook_AbridgedWeb-1.pdf
http://www.star-k.org/articles/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/PesachBook_AbridgedWeb-1.pdf


26 

Young Israel of West Hartford • Pesach Guide 5778/2018 

 

1. CRC Letter About Medicines, Cosmetics & Toiletries 
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FORM FOR THE SALE OF CHAMETZ 5778 

 

 
Delegation of Power of Attorney 

I, the undersigned, fully empower, authorize and permit Rabbi Tuvia Brander of the Young 

Israel of West Hartford, 2240 Albany Ave, West Hartford, CT to act in my place and on my 

behalf to sell, transfer and assign all CHAMETZ of whatever kind and nature which I possess or 

in which I have an interest, as defined by Torah and Rabbinic Law. I also empower him to sell or 

lease all places wherein said Chametz may be found, in particular in the residence(s) listed 

below. 
 

1) (Home Address)________________________________________________________ 

 

2) (Other Addresses)_______________________________________________________ 
 

I assign Rabbi Brander full right to sell the Chametz and to lease the spaces by transactions as he 

deems proper and for such time which he believes necessary. Also, I hereby give Rabbi Brander 

full power and authority to appoint a substitute in his stead with full power to sell and to lease as 

provided herein. The above given power is in conformity with all Torah and Rabbinical 

regulations and laws; it is also in accordance with the laws of the State of Connecticut and of the 

United states. 
 

The chametz I own or possess includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

Type of Item  

(groceries, liquor, medicine…) 

Address 

1 or 2 

Specific Location at Address (kitchen 

pantry, basement, living room…) 

Approx. 

Value ($) 

    

    

    

    

    

 

Fill out ONLY if you will be away for ALL of Pesach: 

I can be reached over Pesach at:    ______________________________________and my keys 

can be found by ________________________, at this address:__________________________ 

 

Fill out ONLY if you will be in a different time zone for Pesach: 

For the beginning of Pesach I will be in:________________________________________ 

For the end of Pesach I will be in: _____________________________________________ 

 I also empower with the authority granted above to lease, rent or sell my local domicile—

excluding a single specified room yet including any hidden chametz therein. 

 

In witness whereof I have set my hand this _________day of                                                . 
 

Signature:______________________________________________________________ 
 

Print Name:______________________________________________________________ 
 

It is customary to give a donation to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund to be disbursed to the poor for Pesach needs 
(Maot Chitim) as well as to provide other means of support.  Checks payable to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. 

RABBI BRANDER MUST RECEIVE THIS FORM 

BY 8:00 PM ON THURSDAY, MARCH 29th. 


