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w191 1N - In This Week's Parashah
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+ After 17 years in DX¥N (Mitzrayim, Egypt), Yaakov feels his life
coming to an end. .
S 2L 2,
+ Yaakov blesses Yosef's two sons, Menasheh and Efrayim. Yosef
places Yaakov's right hand on Menasheh, the older son, and
places Yaakov's left hand on Efrayim, the younger son. Yaakov
switches his hands, saying that Efrayim will be greater than

Menasheh. N URE S @ed ¢ 7,
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+ Yaakov gives a final message to each of his children.

+ Yaakov instructs his children to bury him in the Makhpelah cave
in Hevron, back in |V12 YN (Eretz Canaan, the Land of Canaan).
This is where Leah, his parents, and his grandparents are already
buried.
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+ Yaakov dies. His family mourns for him, and they bury him as he
asked.
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+ Yosef's brothers are afraid that Yosef will take revenge against
them. Yosef calms them down and says that it was part of God's
plan for him to come to Mitzrayim so he could save the family

from famine.
\un ¢ minse ,
-  * Yoseflives to see his great-grandchildren. He makes his family ot ”’(; Q-;\oﬁ"‘ / 2
~ swear to take his bones with them when they eventually leave k
itzrayim;.and then-he dies. —
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W1 - Midrash

Midrashim are ideas
or stories that explain
the Torah. They often
come from listening
very carefully to what

the Torah says and how
it says it. Here, we will
look for what clues this
midrash sees in the
Torah's words, and try to
understand its messages.

Bereishit 50:15

When Yosef’s brothers saw that their father
was dead, they said, “What if Yosef still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back for all the
wrong that we did to him!"”
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Out of their fear of revenge, the brothers tell Yosef that Yaakov's
dying wish was that Yosef should forgive them.

Bereishit 50:16-17

They instructed [messengers] to tell Yosef, “Before
his death, your father left this instruction: So shall
you say to Yosef, ‘Forgive the offense and guilt

of your brothers who treated you so harshly.’
Therefore, please forgive the offense of the servants
of the God of your father.” And Yosef was in tears as
they spoke to him.
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The fishy thing here is: the Torah never actually says that this was Yaakov's
dying wish! It's possible that this conversation did happen, but wasn't
recorded in the Torah. However, a midrash suggests that the brothers were

actually lying here.
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Bereishit Rabbah 100:8 n:g N1 N'UNN]
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Peace is so great ANIN TN'7NI |2 [IVNU AN H
that even the tribes (= Yaakov's 12 sons) spoke false D'VAYN QXU Di7WUN 7iT)
words in order to bring peace between Yosef and the 7'2W2 0472 DN2AT AT
tribes. As it is written, "They instructed [messengers] ,0'02U7 QDI' ' DI7W 7'0N7
to tell Yosef [that Yaakov commanded Yosef to forgive QDI' 71X :2MDT NN NTD
them].” And where did Yaakov command this? We do J121 N7
not find that he commanded it. HXW XD N7 200X [0

+ If the brothers were lying, was it the right thing to do? Why or why not?
+ What else could the brothers have said or done if they had wanted to avoid lying?

+ What are some possible negative consequences of not telling the truth?
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THIW19 - Commentary

At the end of his life, Yaakov offers final poetic words to each of his sons.
Some of these are blessings, others are more harsh. One that stands out
is when Yaakov speaks to Shimon and Levi, criticizing the anger which led
them to kill people in Shekhem (back in Parashat Vayishlah).

Bereishit 49:6-7 T-1:0N N'UNN2
I shall not come in their company; in their T2 TNN™7X 07072 'WU9) NAN~7X DTOQ
congregation my presence will not be, since NIWUTNPY DX WIN NN DOND 1D
in their anger they killed people and tore NNU{J 'D DNNAYI TY 2 D9ON WIN
through bulls. Cursed be their anger, as it is so J7NOWIA DX'ON] APV DP7NN

fierce, and their wrath is so harsh. | will divide
them in Yaakov, and scatter them in Israel.

What does Yaakov mean when he tells Shimon and Levi that “cursed be
their anger?”

—_———
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Even in a moment of rebuke, he did not

curse them, but rather their anger. /\
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.07 N7 1727

This is not a curse, but a
blessing. Meaning, that
their anger should not
lead to success, so that
they will learn not to act
out of anger.

(France, 1,000 years ago)
(France, 800 years ago)

According to Rashi, Yaakov's statement is intended as a curse. However, there is a lesson
to be learned from the way Yaakov chooses his words. Rather than cursing Shimon and
Levi themselves, Yaakov limits the curse to their anger. Even while criticizing them, he
limited the curse to the behavior they needed to improve, not to them as people.

Hizkuni, though, reads “cursed be their anger” as a blessing! The blessing is that Shimon
and Levi will learn to not act through anger, by finding that anger does not make them
successful. In this way, they will be blessed to leave their anger behind.

+ What evidence in the text can you find to support each position?

+ How does it feel to be criticized? Can you relate to the difference that Rashi
highlights, between criticizing a person and criticizing a specific behavior?

+ Is it realistic to think that a person would stop acting in anger if they see that
anger isn't effective? Is anger ever effective?
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119711 - Halakhah

When Yaakov is approaching death, he blesses his children and ”’q- «
grandchildren. First, Yaakov blesses Yosef, and then he blesses Zally impacts
Yosef's children.
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Bereishit 48:20 2:NN N'UNIA

He blessed them on that day, saying, "With 12 NINNT7 NIND DA DD
you, Yisrael will bless, saying, ‘"May God make ANNT7 TXIW N
you like Efrayim and like Menasheh,” and he NWINI| DNOND DI7N NW!
placed Efrayim before Menasheh. NWIN 197 DNMONTIN DW|

Commenting on this verse, Rashi says that any time a parent blesses their children,
they should bless them with the language of this pasuk.

In many families, parents bless their children every Friday night. This 1010 (minhag,
custom) is first recorded by Rabbi Aharon Berakhyah of Modena (Italy, 300 years ago).

The blessing for daughters begins
DIF7N D!
NNTI700 NP MWD
(may God make you like Sarah,
Rivkah, Rahel, and Leah).

The blessing for sons begins
D7 ARV
NWINJI DNOND
(may God make you like
Efrayim and Menasheh). v

The blessing for everyone continues with Birkat Kohanim (the priestly blessing).

Bemidbar 6:24-26 12-T2:1 712TNM
May God bless you and protect you. R)slULE IRl
May God shine God's face on you and favor you. AN AN 19N N
May God raise God's face toward you :DI7W 17 DY Y7X N9 N RW!
and grant you peace.

R ———————————————— ) —



The Vilna Gaon (Lithuania, 250 years ago) said that a parent should place only
one hand on their child’s head during the blessing to be like Yaakov, who used
only one hand each to bless Efrayim and Menasheh. Rabbi Yaakov Emden
(Germany, 300 years ago), however, argued that parents should use two hands
for blessing a child to copy the 01N (Kohanim, priests) in the WTPnN N2 (Beit
Ha-Mikdash, Temple), who would use two hands to bless the people.

What does it mean for you to receive a blessing? How does it feel?
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What happened to Yosef's bones?

At the very end of Sefer Bereishit, Yosef makes his brothers promise that
they will take his bones back to 78 W' YN (Eretz Yisrael, the Land of Israel;
Bereishit 50:25). And, in fact, the Torah records that Moshe took Yosef's
bones with him (Shemot 13:19) when he led Benei Yisrael out of bxn
(Mitzrayim, Egypt) centuries later.

However, the Talmud (Sotah 13a) says it was not so simple for Moshe to get
the bones. The Egyptians had buried Yosef in a metal coffin and sank it in the
Nile, as a blessing for the river. Moshe called out to Yosef that it was time to
fulfill the promise—and the coffin immediately floated to the surface!
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Bereishit 49:25 N2:0» N'WUNN]

The God of your father who helps you... ATV AN 7-ND

With God's help = DWn Ntya
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First aid = NIWUNY NOTY

To help

Training wheels = 7Y ":727;.)

Find the Word!

One of Moshe's children’s names contains this WNW (shoresh, root)! Can you find it in

Shemot 18? Can you think of other Hebrew names with this root?
e
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How to play:

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments,
but feel free to come up with your own.

Assign people to the “true” or "“false” sides. * FALSE 5:
Each side gets 30 seconds to make their.case. ? | € :
: -

At the end, the group votes on a winner. Ei\
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Debate: Some things are impossible to forgive, no matter how
much you apologize or how much time passes.

bl
=y %
The brothers were afraid that Yosef made it very clear that he had
Yosef WaSJUSt Wa|t|ng for their forgiven his brothers and moved on.
father to die to get back at them. Forgiveness is critical in Judaism.
Even they didn't think that what We even have a whole day of the
they-had-done could truly be year dedicated to forgiveness: Yom
_ for H H |
given. Kippuc!
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1H1W Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the matching numbered aliyah
in the Torah reading. The answers to the last three are harder and can come from
anywhere in the parashah.

I
l |cli' I
gOOd ’ a How old was Yaakov e When Yaakov blessed

‘ when he died?

Efrayim and Menasheh,
what kind of animal did he
compare them to?

Why did Yaakov cross his
hands when he blessed

l
e Yaakov's "blessings” to three of

his sons sound a lot like criticisms.
Which ones?

his grandchildren?

l
e One of Yaakov's

blessings used his son's
name in four different What was unusually
ways. Which one? ‘ Egyptian about Yaakov's

body after he died?

What was the name

‘ of Menasheh's son?
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This Shabbat, we finish reading the first book of the Torah! To celebrate, we say some
special words right after the final aliyah:

PTDII PN PN

Hazak hazak ve-nit'hazeik
Be strong! Be strong! And let us be strengthened!

This shows how we want to finish reading each book of the Torah on a good note and
with the energy to keep reading the next books. This practice also affects the tune for
reading the last few words of the parashah. The last words of our parashah are:

Bereishit 50:26 12:1 N'"UNI2

He was placed in a coffin in Mitzrayim. :DMYNA [INNA DY

Listen in shul when the reader reads these words, and you will hear an unusual tune

that is meant to lead you into singing hazak hazak ve-nithazeik. But then listen when

the reader reads this pasuk again for the short, repeated V09V (maftir) section.

The second time should just sound normal! We only change the notes and the tune N
when we want people to chime in with hazak hazak ve-nit'hazeik. It is a reminder of

how music is such a powerful tool to move people, and to guide them to join in doing «

somethlng together. ~y ’
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11T 70 12T iXid - Tell Me More About This!

This week’s N27n/Halakhah section talks about blessing children, a custom that is
traced to Yaakov's blessing of his grandchildren, Efrayim and Menasheh (p. 5). Yaakov
switched his right and left hands, in order to give the greater blessing to the younger
brother. Turns out, in the Torah, it's pretty common that you are not more successful

just because you're older:

', Hevel's offering
", is accepted
by God, while
Kayin's is not.

’

( 4

Esav and Yaakov:
Although they are twins,
Esav came out first and is

the firstborn, but he lost
those privileges to Yaakov.

/\Kayin and Hevel:

Yishmael and Yitzhak: The
Jewish people continue

through Yitzhak, even though
Yishmael is older.

N
Reuven and Yosef: Reuven is
Yaakov's firstborn (being also
Leah's firstborn), while Yosef
is the firstborn of Rahel—
but child number twelve
for Yaakov! Nevertheless,
Yosef's children—not

Reuven's—get Yaakov
extra blessings.

D\
Aharon, Miriam, and Moshe:
Moshe is the youngest of
his siblings and, while all of
them have important roles
in bringing 78 W' 12 (Benei
Yisrael, the Israelites) out of
DX (Mitzrayim, Egypt), Moshe
is definitely the one in charge.

What is the Torah trying to teach us by showing that the younger child is chosen over the

older?

Devarim (7:7-8) tells us that God chose Benei Yisrael out of all the nations, not because we
re the biggest nation—since, in fact, we are a very small people—but rather because God

Dt RSN

out this? How might this be connected to God choosing the

younger child?
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U'RIN 11 'n - Who Were Our Sages?
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Rabbi Hizkiyah ben Manoah was from the French school of
DIWN9 (parshanim, commentators). He lived about 650 years
ago, and is best known for his commentary on the Torah called
Hizkuni (related to his name Hizkiyah). Very little is known about
his life, but he talks in the introduction of his book about sailing
across the world to collect interpretations of the Torah that he

-~

thought made sense.

{ His commentary was influenced by earlier French commentaries,

like Rashi and Bekhor Shor, and he also integrated some

i kabbalah into his comments. He deliberately chose not to cite
his sources (except for Rashi), because he didn’t want people to
judge the truth of an interpretation based on who said it. e
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Shabbat Shalom!
~ OI7W N1Y ~

147

. Fish—217 1371l (ve-yidgu la-rov, they will multiply to many); "yidgu” is related to 27 (dag, fish)
. So he could put his right hand on the head of Efrayim, whom he predicted would be greater

than Menasheh

4. Reuven, Shimon, and Levi

(9,

0 ® N O

. Gad, 2Py T NINHATI TIT) T2 (gad gedud yegudenu ve-hu yagud akeiv, Gad shall be raided by

raiders, but he shall raid at their heels)

. It was mummified!
Makhir
. TP9! TP9 (pakod yifkod, [God] will surely remember)
70
.27 (ve-yidgu, fish—see question 2); Niw (shor, ox); M1/X'27/NNN (aryeh, lavi, gur; lions and

cubs); Wy/[inx/1inn (hamor, aton, ayir; male, female and child donkeys); [9'9W/WnN1] (nahash,
shefifon; snake or viper); DID (sus, horse); N7:X (ayalah, female deer); ANT (ze'ev, wolf)
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