
“What are you dreaming about?”  
 
There I was, just another day at work, and one of the residents, a 90               
year old former pulpit rabbi, asks this question. We weren’t talking           
yet. He had just davened, and I was helping him put his tefillin away.  
 
I was a bit shocked. To me this was a very personal question,             
especially coming from someone who rarely initiates conversation, let         
alone the one that is so personal. My first response was to ask if he               
meant what I dreamt about the night before, or if he meant what I              
dream to do in my life. He laughed a bit, and told me to answer either                
one.  
 
For the past couple of Parshiot, we read about dreams. About dreams            
that happen in the night. About dreams that are potentially prophecy.           
It was through dreams and dream interpretation Yosef was able to get            
to where we find him in this week's parsha.  
 
The Gemara in Berachot teaches that dreams are not only 1/60th           
prophecy, but there is no nonsense in dreams, no matter how strange            
your dream might be. There is even an idea that an uninterpreted            
dream is the same as an unopened letter.  
 
We use the idea of dreaming to talk about hopes and aspirations,            
either for ourselves or others. How often is it that we sit and dream              
about our futures. We think about ourselves, who we want to become.            
What job I might have, where I might be living, who might be my life               
partner. We dream of what the world might or should look like.            
Potentially if we share those dreams with others it has the power to             
galvanize change in the real world.  
 
Think about Reverend Martin Luther King’s iconic speech:  

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out               
the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be            
self-evident, that all men are created equal." I have a dream that            
one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and              
the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together             
at the table of brotherhood. ...I have a dream that my four little             
children will one day live in a nation where they will not be             
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their             
character. I have a dream today!... I have a dream that one day             



every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall           
be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the            
crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord            
shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.          
(http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.ht 

Reverend King is sharing not only his dream for the sake of sharing,             
but rather is sharing with the hope that this dream resonates with            
other people. It is through his dreams that he will find others who             
have a similar dream, and together they might be able to work to             
create a new reality.  
 
We also have dreams for other people, be that for our children, our             
family members, our students or friends. Sometimes we keep these          
dreams to ourselves, never to share with that person because we don’t            
want to cause undue stress or feel like we are pushing them into a              
place they might not want to go. Other Times we share it with the              
person, potentially to give them courage and confidence to pursue          
something they never thought they could. Or potentially to share a           
new idea with them because we feel like they are not living up to their               
potential.  
 
Ya’akov calls to his children and grandchildren for this specific          
purpose.  
הקבצו הימים. באחרית אתכם יקרא אשר את לכם ואגידה האספו ויאמר בניו אל יעקב                וקרא

 ושמעו בני יעקב ושמעו אל ישראל אביכם (בראשית מט:א-ב)
Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Assemble yourselves          
and I will tell you what will befall you in the End of Days. Gather               
yourselves and listen, O sons of Jacob, and listen to Israel your            
father.” 
 

All of his sons gathering around and one by one, Ya’akov calling out             
both their faults and failures, but also what he envisions for their            
future. In this way he is both recognizing the past, but also being             
hopeful for the future. It is in his calling out of his dreams, that              
hopefully his sons can either change their ways or live up to their             
potential.  
 
It is only through our dreams that we are able to create something             
better. It is only through talking about them and sharing them, that            
we are able to encourage others to try something new.  
 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm


Our dreams are encouraging others that there are people who have           
faith in them. Encouraging them that even in times of hardship, there            
is at least one other person who will be there for them.  
 
And so, as we are all still part of an ever changing world. I ask you,                
what Rav Yoel asked me, “What are you dreaming about?’  
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