
In this week’s Parsha, Parshat Vayichi we first hear the bracha that is given to               
boys on Friday evenings. It is the bracha that Ya’akov gives to his grandsons              
Menashe and Ephraim.  
 

ְמָך֣ ֱאלִֹה֔ים ְּכֶאְפַרִ֖ים ְוִכְמַנֶּׁש֑ה   וְַיָבֲ֨רֵכ֜ם ַּבּיֹ֣ום ַההּוא֮ ֵלאמֹור֒ ְּבךָ֗ ְיָבֵרְ֤ך ִיְׂשָרֵאל֙ ֵלאמֹ֔ר ְיׂשִֽ
  

So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you shall Israel invoke blessings,             
saying: God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.”  

 
In this bracha, Ya’akov blesses his two grandsons that they should be like             
Menashe and Ephraim - they should be like themselves.  
 
In our world, I feel like we live in a contradiction. On the one hand, we have the                  
desire to fit it. We want to do what other people are doing. We don’t want to                 
stand out, or at least not stand out too much. We also want people around us to                 
follow the rules of our community, so there is a standard.  
 
In the Mesechtot Ketanot, Mesechet Derech Eretz we read: 
 

בין שוחק ולא השוחקים, בין ברכה ולא הערים, בין ישן ולא הישנים, בין ער אדם יהא                  לא
שונה ולא השונים, בין קורא ולא היושבים, בין עומד ולא העומדים, הין יושב ולא                הבוכים,

  בין הקורים, כללו של דבר, לא ישנה אדם מדעת הבריות.
 

A person should not be awake among those who are sleeping, nor asleep             
among those who are awake. He should not cry among those who are             
laughing nor laugh among those who are crying. She should not sit among             
those who are standing, nor stand among those who are sitting. One            
should not read Scripture among those studying Mishnah, nor study          
Mishna among those reading Scripture. Here is the general rule: a person            
should not behave in a way that will seem strange to other people.  
 

It seems very clear that one should do what other people are doing, or at the very                 
least one should not be doing the opposite of everyone else. This being a              
message that, one should not be annoying to those around them.  
 
Think about being on the airplane and everyone is asleep, except for that one              
person with their light on.  
 
On the other hand we encourage and are encouraged to “do you”. We are              
supposed to find our own unique voice. We know there are times when our              



morals or community declares something different, and we have to go against            
the norm. We must be unique, no matter the consequences.  
 
We can see this from the first Tur in Orach Chaim, the laws of daily living.  
 

אביך רצון לעשות כארי וגבור כצבי רץ כנשר וקל כנמר כעז הוי אומר תימא בן                 יהודה
כלל שהוא לפי כנמר בעז והתחיל יתרבך הבורא בעבודת דברים ארבעה פרט              שבשמים
מלעשותה ונמנע מצוה לעשות חפץ אדם שפעמים לפי יתרברך הבורא בעבודת             גדול
תמנע ואל המלעיגין כנגד פניך שתעיז הזהיר כן ועל עליו שמלעיגין אדם בני               מפני

 מלעשות המצוה...
 

Yehudah b. Teima says: Be tough as a leopard, fast as an eagle, swift as a                
deer and mighty as a lion to do the will of your Heavenly Parent. [Yehudah               
b. Teima] specified four things regarding the worship of the blessed creator            
and begin with being as tough as a leopard, for this is a central principle in                
the worship of the blessed creator. Sometimes, a person wishes to do a             
mitzvah and is prevented from doing it on account of people who make fun              
of him. Therefore, Yehudah ben Teima warned that a person should steel            
themselves against those who mock him and not fail to perform the            
mitzvah... 

 
It is not easy to go against the stream- both to make that decision and to act on                  
it. We must be tough as a leopard, because at times doing the right thing might                
be really difficult. 
 
And so Ya’akov’s bracha to Menasha and Ephraim, and our bracha that we give              
over to our children is that that they should be true to themselves. There will               
always be times that we need to follow the crowd. But we must always remember               
to also be us, and to find ways to do that, even when it might be going against                  
the norm.  
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