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Laws & Customs of Sukkot 5782 
 

 
I. The Shul Sukkah is YOUR Sukkah 
The ASBI Sukkah is open 24 hours a day. Even if an event is taking place in the sukkah, there will always be 
room available for anyone to enter the sukkah and eat. While everyone is welcome to bring his or her own 
food into the sukkah, please only share food with those inside your immediate household unless it meets 
ASBI Community Standards of Kashrut. Friends eating meat and dairy (or kosher and non-kosher) meals at 
the same table should place some extra object on the table (a small book, a salt-shaker, etc.) to remind them 
not to share food. 
 
II. The Shul Kitchen is NOT Your Kitchen 
The ASBI kitchen is for the exclusive use of ASBI staff and volunteers preparing food for ASBI 
programming, kiddush, shalosh seudot, etc. Any other use of the kitchen needs to be authorized in advance by 
the ASBI office. This policy exists to ensure the integrity of the kashrut of the kitchen, to maintain the 
kitchen’s cleanliness and hygiene, and to protect the synagogue’s substantial financial investment in the 
kitchen. 
 
III. Arba’at HaMinim – The Four Species (Lulav and Etrog) 
If you ordered your lulav and etrog through the ASBI office, you can retrieve them whenever the synagogue 
is open (beginning Friday afternoon, September 17). You can find them, in alphabetical order, in the lobby. 
The quality of the lulavim and etrogim purchased by the shul is quite high. If you notice some damage 
incurred in transit on the way to ASBI, please contact the ASBI office right away.  
 
Each morning of Sukkot—except for Shabbat—the four species are taken and a berakhah is recited. See page 
731 in the Koren Sacks Siddur or page 630 in the Artscroll Siddur for instructions on how to perform this 
mitzvah. Remember to hold the etrog upside down (with its “pittom” facing down) as you say the berakhah so 
that the berakhah can be recited “over l’assiyatan”—immediately proximate—to performing the mitzvah of 
holding all four species upright. 
 
Bring your four-species to shul on each day of Sukkot except Shabbat. We hold and shake them during Hallel 
and during “Hoshanot”—when we circle the bimah and pray for God’s salvation. At ASBI, women circle a 
Torah scroll—held by a woman in the ezrat nashim—during Hoshanot. 
 
On the first day of Sukkot, one must own the four-species in order to perform the mitzvah. This means that 
one cannot lend a lulav and etrog to a friend. Instead, give it to the friend as a gift so the friend can perform 
the mitzvah too. Please note: children under the age of bar-mitzvah and bat-mitzvah are able to acquire 
property in Jewish law but are unable to relinquish ownership. This means that if you give a lulav to a child 
on the first day of Sukkot, the child will not be able to relinquish ownership and nobody else will be able to 
perform the mitzvah with that set of four-species. On subsequent days of Sukkot, one can perform the 
mitzvah of taking the four-species with a borrowed lulav. 
 
Sukkot shares the same prohibitions of work as Shabbat, with some important exceptions: for the sake of 
enjoying the holiday we are allowed to cook, reheat, raise or lower temperatures in the oven and stove and 
carry without the benefit of an eruv. However, it is forbidden to cook or otherwise prepare on the first day of 
Sukkot for the second day. Since Jewish days begin and end at sunset, cooking on Monday night for Tuesday 
lunch is permissible, but cooking on Tuesday afternoon for Tuesday night is prohibited. However, if you plan 
to eat or serve some of the food on the same day, you can cook extra and save the leftovers for the following 
day. 
 
Preparations for Tuesday night and Wednesday—the second day of Sukkot—should not begin before 7:32 
PM.  Candles should be lit for the second day of yom tov after 7:32 PM on Tuesday night.  

https://www.asbi.org/kashrut-standards.html
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IV. Building and Dwelling in a Kosher Sukkah 
I have some availability to do site visits if you have any questions about your own sukkah. 
 
Site Selection 

• The sukkah's sekhakh covering must be the only thing between you and the sky above. Therefore, 
tree cover (at any height) above the sukkah renders the portions underneath the tree unfit for sitting 
under, and, under many circumstances, renders the entire sukkah not kosher.    

 
Walls 

• The sukkah minimally needs to have two adjoining complete walls and a partial third. However, 
ideally a sukkah should have four whole walls with a doorway in one of them. 

• Walls can be made of any material. 
• Walls must come to within 3 tefahim (9.4”) of the ground. 
• Walls must be attached tightly to the frame in such a way that they neither billow, sag, nor sway in 

the wind. A minimal amount of billowing can rarely be prevented and does not render the walls 
unfit. 

 
Sekhakh 

• Sekhakh must meet three criteria: 1) natural grown-from-the-ground material, 2) detached from the 
ground, and 3) not “processed” in such a way that makes it susceptible to ritual impurity. 

• Because even flat surfaces made of these materials are susceptible to ritual impurity when designated 
for sitting or lying on, reed mats and the like are only usable if they were made to be used as sekhakh 
and not for sitting. 

• Things upon which sekhakh rest also need to be kosher as sekhakh. This means sekhakh should not 
rest directly on metal or plastic or the like (which would not be kosher sekhakh because, for example, 
they are not natural grown-from-the-ground materials), but may rest on such things via an 
intermediate surface which is kosher for sekhakh (like flat wooden crossbeams less than 9.4” wide—
otherwise they are not kosher as sekhakh since they are too much like permanent roof materials—laid 
over the plastic or metal walls). 

• Sekhakh should not be secured by anything that is not itself kosher as sekhakh. This means sekhakh 
should not be tied or nailed to crossbeams, but should just rest on top. Some people put more 

wooden crossbeams on top of the sekhakh - please exercise extreme caution in doing this—wind can 
blow even wooden beams off your sukkah and they can be a serious danger to people below. 

• Note: if the sukkah can stand in normally windy conditions, but would likely fall under unusually 
windy conditions, materials which are not kosher as sekhakh can be used for additional support (e.g. 
some people secure sekhakh with ties at the corners of the sukkah. Even if those ties would not be 
kosher as sekhakh, if they would secure the sukkah under exceptionally windy conditions (but the 
sukkah would stand without them under normally windy conditions) they can be added. It is 
preferred to add them in places under which people will not sit.) 

• The sekhakh must produce more shade than sun and these proportions should hold anywhere in the 
sukkah. 

• The sekhakh should allow sight of the stars at night, but where that is impossible, as long as sun-rays 
come in during the daytime, it is acceptable. Heavy rains (although we hope they won't come!) 
should also be able to penetrate the sukkah. 

 
Decorations 

• It is a mitzvah to decorate the sukkah with things which enhance its beauty. 
• Decorations hanging from the ceiling cannot be larger than 4x4 tefahim (12.5” x 12.5”) AND hang 

more than 3 tefahim (9.4”) from the sekhakh AND be invalid as sekhakh. It is only problematic if it has 
all three of these disqualifiers. In that case, it may be prohibited to sit under but not disqualify the 
sukkah - feel free to ask. If possible, it is preferable not to hang anything down to below 3 tefahim 
(9.4”) from the sekhakh, even if it is smaller than 4x4 tefahim (12.5” x 12.5”). 

 
V. Rejoicing on Yom Tov 
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It is a mitzvah to rejoice on yom tov. This Torah directive has been understood as an obligation to eat good 
food, give gifts of clothing or jewelry to our family, and to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure that we 
are joyful on yom tov. The Torah, however, emphasizes that our yom tov rejoicing must include the widow, 
orphan, and stranger. Rambam Maimonides, writes that one who eats fine food on yom tov but who has not 
taken care of the poor, is celebrating the “rejoicing of his stomach” and not true yom tov joy. Please consider a 
yom-tov tzedakah donation that would allow those less fortunate to celebrate the holiday too. 
 
VI. Notes on Eating in the Sukkah in the Rain (and the first night) 
One who is uncomfortable eating in the sukkah for physical (and some psychological) reasons is exempt from 
being in the sukkah. One common cause of this discomfort is rain. If it rains and the rain comes into the 
sukkah, as soon as it is steady (the kind that would drip onto and ruin a cooked dish) and causes some 
discomfort, one is exempt from the requirement to be in the sukkah and should go inside. If one is sleeping 
out, any amount of rain generates the exemption from the sukkah and one should go inside. 
 
The common practice is not to extend this rain exemption to the first night, however, where there is a 
positive obligation to eat bread in the sukkah (as opposed to the normal conditional obligation that if one is 
eating, one must eat in the sukkah). In that case, if it is raining heavily, one should wait a little while (not so 

long that it disrupts the joy of the holiday—with children this may be a very short time) to see if the rain 
subsides. If not, one should make Kiddush in the sukkah, not recite the blessing of leishev basukkah, make 
hamotzi, eat a piece of bread, and finish the meal inside. If the rain stops, one should finish the meal in the 
sukkah. 


