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Why did God create predators? 
 
 
Introduction 
 
-People have free will, can survive on a vegetarian diet, so can 
choose whether to harm, kill, or inflict pain on man or beast.   
-But predators (carnivorous animals) don't have that choice:  They 
must do these things to survive.   
-Why did God create them, if a world at peace was His goal?   
 
 

Background 
 
-Originally, every living thing was vegetarian.  Torah: 

God said... have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth... Behold, I 
have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, on which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it 
shall be for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 
air, and to every thing that creeps upon the earth, where there is life, I 
have given every green herb for food; and it was so. [Gen. 1:28-30] 

-Yet carnivores exist and seem designed to kill:  Large and sharp 
teeth, claws, great strength.  Why? 
 
-Torah does not say Adam was afraid of some animals or that 
they tried to harm him.  Maybe they didn't? 
-Adam was told to name all newly-created animals.  Torah:   

And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and 
every bird of the air; and brought them to Adam, to see what he would call 
them.  And whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its name. 
And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the bird of the air, and to every 
beast of the field... [Gen. 2:19-20] 

-Names are critical in Judaism: God asked Adam to determine the 
purpose of each animal by its name, to become a “co-creator”. 

-Similiarly, Jacob on his deathbed identified the mission of each of his 
sons. [Gen. 49]  Example:  
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The staff shall not depart from Judah, nor the scepter from between 
his feet... and to him shall the obedience of the people be. [The 
royal house of Israel is from Judah.] [Gen. 49:10] 

 
-On Noah's Ark, the predators lived in peace with the other 
animals, since they all survived the Flood.  Noah could not have fed 
them meat. 
 
-God promises that if we are observant, wild beasts will no 
longer threaten us: 

If you walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them... I 
will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none shall make 
you afraid; and I will remove evil beasts from the land, nor shall the sword 
go through your land. [Leviticus 26:3,6] 

Sifra (midrash on Leviticus): This means the animals will be 
transformed, so they no longer cause harm to other creatures. [Torat 

Kohanim on Lev. 26:6] 

-Does that mean carnivores are our punishment for lack of observance? 

 
-God declared the world "very good": 

-Vayyar Elokim et kol asher ‘asa, v’hinne: tov me’od 
And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. 
[Gen. 1:31] 
-Tov HaShem lakol, verachamav ‘al kol maasav 
The Lord is good to all; and His mercies are over all His works. [Ps. 145:9] 

 
-Everything God created has a purpose: 

-Talmud: Rav Yehudah said in Rav's name: Of all that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, created in His world, He did not create a single thing 
without purpose. [Shabbat 77b] 

-Rambam: Anything that exists has a purpose, for there is nothing that 
exists in vain.  [Guide 3:25] 

 
 
So why did God create carnivores? 
 
Let us explore some possible reasons for carnivores: 
 
1-Population control, so the herbivore population doesn't grow too 
fast. 

Predator-prey model:  Predators feed on prey, then little prey left, so 
predators start dying of starvation, allowing the prey to reproduce 
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exponentially, providing food for predators, who thus also start growing.  
Cycle repeats indefinitely. 

-But could God not simply make the herbivores less fertile? 
 
2-Bad examples.  Predators were created to serve as bad examples. 
-All predators are non-kosher.  Jews may not eat them.   

-Ramban: We may not eat cruel animals, to avoid absorbing their bad 
traits. 
 -But then isn't it better for an animal's sake to be non-kosher? 
 -Shechitah minimizes pain but does not eliminate it. 

-All sacrificed animals were prey, not predators. 
Midrash: The Holy One, Blessed be He said: An ox is pursued by a lion, a 
goat by a leopard, a sheep by a wolf. Do not offer before Me the pursuers, 
but rather the pursued... [Eccl. R. 3:19; Lev. R. 27:5; Tanchuma Emor 9]. 

-Ecclesiastes: And God seeks [takes the side of] the pursued. [Eccl. 3:15] 

-If there are no non-kosher animals, you can't get rewards for not 
eating them. 
 
3-Use to people in ways other than source of food or population 
control:  

-Clothing (bears, minks) 
-Leather goods (crocodiles) 
-Lighting (whale oil) 
-Protection (dogs) 
-Medical products (snake venom, carnivorous plants) 
-Surgery (leeches) 
-Medical research (rats) 
-Hunting (falcons) 
-Military (dolphins detect mines and swimmers, retrieve objects) 
-Education (zoos) 
-Entertainment (circus animals) 
-Companionship (cats). 

-We can also learn from their behavior: 
-Job: He teaches us from the animals of the land, and from the birds of the 
heavens He makes us wise. [Job 35:11] 
-Proverbs: Go to the ant, you sluggard, observe her ways and become 
wise; for although there is neither officer nor guard, nor ruler over her, she 
prepares her food in the summer, and gathers her food in the harvest." 
[Prov. 6:6-8] 

-Talmud: Rabbi Yochanan observed: If the Torah had not been given, we 
could have learned modesty from the cat, honesty from the ant, chastity 
from the dove, and good manners from the rooster." [Eruvin 100b] 

-A commentator added: And from a dog devotion and loyalty. 
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-But do these uses require them to be carnivores?  Can they be 
herbivores and still fulfill these roles? 
-Note: Jews are allowed to derive benefit from predators 

-But not from mixtures of milk and meat. 

  
4-A concession to man's own predatory instincts, his "evil 
inclination", or "yetser hara'", which the Talmud tells us is necessary 
for a useful life.   

-Note that people use expressions that glorify wild beasts (usually 
predators) and vilify domesticated and useful animals (usually herbivores): 

-Being called lion, tiger, eagle, fox, owl, is a compliment  
-Conveys strength, majesty, cleverness, wisdom 

-Being called pig, dog, cow, weasel, chicken, turkey, ass, elephant, 
goat, monkey, rat, shrimp, toad, worm is an insult 

-Shows of fights to the death, violent and lethal games, and public 
executions have always attracted huge crowds 
-Our own Talmud us not exempt: 

Rabbi Yehudah ben Teima used to say: Be bold as the leopard, 
light as the eagle, swift as the deer, and strong as the lion to do the 
will of your Father in Heaven. [Avot 5:20] 

-Even in the Torah, Jacob on his deathbed compares some of his sons to 
(mostly) predators: 

Judah is identified with a lion [Gen. 49:9], Issachar with a donkey [Gen. 

49:14], Dan with a serpent [Gen. 49:17], Naftali with a deer [Gen. 49:21], 
and Benjamin with a wolf [Gen. 49:27]. 

 
5-Improvement of species.  By removing the weakest from the prey 
population, predators raise the ability of prey to escape, thereby 
improving the species: 

-The survivors (able to escape) are the ones reproducing and passing on 
their ability (evolution) 
-Everybody needs challenges to improve themselves and the world:  

Mankind has made much progress due to war and competition.  
Military inventions and requirements gave us nuclear energy, the 
computer, the Internet, the GPS, the sonar, the radar, the 
microwave oven, the drone, night vision, rocket technology and 
space travel, canned food, freeze-dried food, the jet engine, the 
digital camera, plastic surgery, not to mention improvements over 
existing technologies. 

 
6-Keeping enough plants for humans.  When there were droughts 
and plants got scarce, and humans got first dibs on plants, and 
herbivore animals had to become carnivores to survive.  After all, 
humans come first.  Torah: 
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God said... have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth... [Gen. 1:28] 

 
7-Prey are targets of opportunity.  Prey is an easy target of 
opportunity.  It is easier and faster to get food through eating animals 
than through eating plants (more calories faster).  Evolution did the 
rest to the bodies of the predators. 

-Predators may be adapted to eating flesh, but are able to revert to plants 
to survive.  Some are omnivores anyway. 
-Can a carnivore really turn into an herbivore? Yes: 

-The panda bear has the same digestive system as the grizzly bear 
and the black bear.  Yet it is an herbivore (eats bamboo), while the 
other two are carnivores.  
-The coyote can live on melons, berries and cactus fruit.  
-The raccoon can switch between being a carnivore and an 
herbivore.  
-During World Wars 1 and 2, when meat was rationed, zoos fed 
plants to their carnivorous animals. 
-In ~2000, Lea, the "Spaghetti Lioness" was raised and survived on 
a vegetarian diet of cheesy pasta, potatoes, and green vegetables.  
She especially liked Neapolitan sauce. 

 
So the division between carnivore and herbivore may indicate 
preference and digestive system design, but is not absolute. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
-The world took a wrong turn when some animals became carnivores.  
“Converting” them to eating plants is part of the Jewish mission of 
“tikkun olam”, to “repair the world”. 
 
-Isaiah’s prophecy: One day animals will no longer threaten people or 
one another: 

And the wolf shall live with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together... 
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand in the vipers' den. [Isaiah 11:6-8] 

 


