
 1 

Sun 10 Apr 2011         B”H 
Dr Maurice M. Mizrahi  
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Adult Ed (seder discussion) 

 

The vicarious experience of Passover 
 
-The Talmud (and the Haggadah) say: 

Bechol dor vador chayyav adam lir'ot et 'atzmo k'illuhu yatza mi-Mitzrayim. 
In every generation, every person should see himself as having been 
personally rescued from Egypt. (Pesachim 116b) 

(Easy for *me* to say:  I *was* personally rescued from Egypt!) 
 
-It is done because the Torah says:  

And you shall tell your son on that day [Passover], 'This is done because 
of what the Lord did for *me* when *I* came out of Egypt.'(Ex. 13:8) 

 
What does this mean? 
 
-We must feel that we are *also* redeemed.  We are also entitled to a 
new beginning, in freedom. 
 
-Renews the connection with our beginnings.  God later says in Torah: 

I make this covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone, but with those 
who are standing here with us this day before the Lord your God and with 
those who are not here with us this day. (Deut. 29:13) 

 
-Makes us feel part of the collective. 

Kol Yisrael ‘aravin zeh ba-zeh 
All Israel is responsible for one another (Shavuot 39a) 

Some of the merit of our ancestors at Sinai rebounds on us. 
 
-Freedom does not come naturally and must not be taken from 
granted. 
 
-One must internalize the story of the Exodus.  Others pride 
themselves of their noble or royal ancestry.  We remind ourselves 
constantly that we were slaves. 
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-The story of the Exodus is always current, as it repeats itself in every 
generation.  It could happen to us anytime.  The Vehi Sheamda, 
another part of the Haggadah, states: 
 

Vehi sheamda lavotenu velanu 
The promise made to our forefathers holds also for us. 
 
Shelo echad bilvad 'amad 'alenu lechalotenu 
For not just one enemy has risen against us to destroy us.  
 
Ella shebechol dor vador 'omdim 'alenu lechalotenu 
But in every generation they rise against us to destroy us. 
 
Ve haKadosh Baruch Hu matzilenu mi-yadam 
And the Holy One Blessed Be He saves us from their hands. 

 
-The word Mitzraim (Egypt) comes from the Hebrew root m-tz-r, "sea 
strait", referring to the two narrow gulfs around Sinai.  Generally it 
means "narrow place."  So, our personal exodus is breaking away 
from the narrow places that confines us, to spiritual liberation. 
 


