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Sat 29 Dec 2007
Dr Maurice M. Mizrahi
Congregation Adat Reyim
Torah discussion on Shemot

Child rearing

The beginning of the Midrash on Shemot is based on the words 'et Yaacov'.  They are 
apparently not needed, but are there to tell us that Jacob's children were all as righteous 
as he was because he continually admonished them.

Exodus 1:1
Ve-elleh shmot bnei Yisrael habbaim Mitzrayim et Yaakov ish uveto ba-u –
And these are the names of the sons of Israel, who came into Egypt with 
Jacob; every man came with his household

Midrash: Exodus Rabbah 1:1

-Thus we read: “He who spares his rod hates his son; but he who loves him 
disciplines him early” (Prov. 13:24: Chosech shivto sone v'no; v'ohavo shicharo 
mosar.)
-…Why 'He who spares his rod hates his son'?  To teach you that anyone who 
refrains from chastising his son causes him to fall into evil ways and thus comes 
to hate him.

ISHMAEL, ABRAHAM'S SON

This is what we find in the case of Ishmael, who behaved wickedly before 
Abraham his father, but [Abraham] did not chastise him, with the result that he 
fell into evil ways, so that [Abraham] despised him and sent him out empty-
handed from his house.  What did Ishmael do? When he was fifteen years old, 
he began to bring idols from the street, toyed with them and worshipped them as 
he had seen others do.

So when Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, "mocking" (Gen. 21:9) [using the word 'mezahek', always used of 
idolatry, as in 'And they rose up to make merry (Ex. 32:6) -- episode of the 
Golden Calf], she immediately said to Abraham: Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son (Gen. 21:10) lest my son learn of his ways. Hence, 'And the thing was 
very grievous in Abraham's sight on account of his son' (Gen. 21:11), because he 
had become depraved. And God said to Abraham: Let it not be grievous in your 
sight because of the lad (Gen. 21:12) - a proof that Abraham was subsidiary to 
Sarah in the matter of prophecy. Presently we read: 'And Abraham rose up early 
in the morning, and took bread and a bottle of water... and sent her away' (Gen. 
21:15) , to teach you that he hated Ishmael because of his evil ways and sent 
him together with his mother Hagar away empty-handed and expelled him from 
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his house on this account. [For otherwise,] do you really think that Abraham, of 
whom it is written: 'And Abram was very rich in cattle' (Gen. 13:2), could send 
away his wife and son from his house empty-handed without clothes or means of 
livelihood? But this is to teach you that when Ishmael became depraved he
ceased to think about him. 

What became of him in the end? After [Abraham] had driven him out, he sat at 
the cross-roads, and robbed and molested passers-by, as it is said: 'And he shall 
be a wild ass of a man: his hand shall be against every man' (Gen. 16:12).

ESAU, ISAAC'S SON

Another example: Now Isaac loved Esau (Gen. 25:28); hence because [Isaac] 
did not chastise [Esau], [Esau] became depraved. As we have learned (Baba 
Batra 16b): On that day [when he sold his birthright] Esau the wicked committed 
five transgressions. He seduced a betrothed maiden, killed a man, denied 
resurrection, rejected the fundamental principles of religion [such as the unity of 
God] and despised his birthright. 

Moreover, he longed for the death of his father and sought to slay his brother, as 
it is said: 'Let the days of mourning for my father be at hand; then will I slay my 
brother Jacob' (Gen. 27:41). He caused Jacob to flee from his father's home and 
he also went to Ishmael to learn of him evil ways and to get more wives, as it is 
said: 'Then Esau went to Ishmael, and took, besides the wives he had, Mahalath, 
the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife.' 
(Gen. 28:9).

AVSHALOM AND ADONIAHU, DAVID'S SONS

Similarly, because David did not rebuke or chastise his son Avshalom [Absalom], 
[Absalom] fell into evil ways, seeking to slay his father, sleeping with his 
concubines, and becoming the cause of [David's] wandering bare-footed and 
weeping, and of the slaughter of many thousands and tens of thousands of 
Israelites, as well as of other sorrows without end. For it is written: 'A Psalm of 
David, when he fled from Absalom his son' (Ps. 3:1) and is followed by: 'Lord, 
how many have my adversaries become! (Ps. 3:2). Depravity in a man's family is 
more grievous even than the war of Gog and Magog [apocalyptic predictions for 
end of days]; for whereas in reference to the war of Gog and Magog it is written: 
'Why are the nations in an uproar!' (Ps. 2:1), in the case of Absalom it says: 'How 
many are my adversaries!' 

David treated [his son] Adoniahu [Adonijah] in a similar fashion, neither rebuking 
nor punishing him, and therefore he became depraved, as it is written: 'And his 
father had not displeased him at any time by saying: Why have you done so?' (I 
Kings 1:6). And he was born after Absalom (I Kings 1:6). Was not Absalom the 
son of Maachah, and Adonijah the son of Haggith? Then why 'And  he was born 
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after Absalom' [implying they had the same mother]? Only to show us that 
because  Absalom had become corrupt on account of his father's failure to 
chastise him, while in the case  of Adonijah we are told: 'And his father had not 
displeased him at any time,' therefore he also  became corrupt. On this account 
does it say: 'And he was born after Absalom.'

GOD DISCIPLINES ISRAEL

'But he who loves him disciplines him early' (Prov. 13:24). This refers to the Holy 
One, blessed be He; because of His love for Israel, as it is written: 'I have loved 
you, says the Lord' (Mal. 1:2), does He heap upon them chastisements. 

You will find that the three precious gifts which God gave to Israel were all given 
after much suffering: The Torah, Eretz Yisrael, and the Life to Come.  
-'The Torah,' for it is written: 'Happy is the man whom You chastise, O Lord, and 
teach out of Your Law (Ps. 94:12).  
-'Eretz Yisrael,' - for it is written: 'And you will consider in your heart, that, as a 
man chastens his son, so the Lord your God chastens you' (Deut. 8:5), and see 
what is written after this: 'For the Lord your God brings you into a good land' 
(Deut. 8:7). 
-'The Life to Come,' - for it is written: For the commandment is a lamp, and the 
Torah is light, and reproofs of instruction are the way of life (Prov. 6:23).

But a father who chastises his son causes the son to have additional love for him 
and he honors him, as it is said: 'Correct your son and he will give you rest; yea, 
he will give delight to your soul' (Prov. 29:17), and it also says: 'Chasten your 
son, for there is hope' (Prov. 19:18).  He will increase the son's love for him, for it 
is said 'But he who loves him disciplines him early' (Prov. 13:24); because he 
disciplines him early, therefore does he love him.

PATRIARCHS DISCIPLINED SONS THAT CARRIED JUDAISM FORWARD

You will find that Abraham chastened Isaac his son, and taught him Torah and to 
walk in his ways, for in reference to Abraham, it says: 'Because Abraham 
hearkened to My voice' (Gen. 26:5), and it is written: 'And these are the 
generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac' (Gen. 25:19), to 
teach you that he was like his father in all things [because of the repetition in the 
verse; see B.M. 87a.]: in beauty, wisdom, riches, and good deeds. You must 
know that Isaac was 37 years old when his father was about to sacrifice him, yet 
though it says: And Abraham was old and advanced in years (Gen. 24:1) [and so 
Isaac could easily have resisted him] [Abraham] bound [Isaac] like a lamb and he 
did not [have to] restrain him; therefore '...Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac 
(Gen. 25:5) - a proof that 'he who loves him disciplines him early' (Prov. 13:24).
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Similarly, Isaac used to discipline Jacob early, for Isaac taught [Jacob] Torah and 
rebuked him in the schoolhouse, as it is said: 'And Jacob was a quiet man, 
dwelling in tents' (Gen. 25:27). He learned all that his father taught him and then 
separated from his father, and secluded himself in the house of Eber to study 
Torah [Meg. 17a]; therefore did he merit the blessing, and inherited the land, as it 
is said: 'And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of 
Canaan' (Gen. 37:1).

Also Jacob, our ancestor, chastised his children and taught them of his ways, so 
that no impurities should be in them; for thus it is written: NOW THESE ARE THE 
NAMES OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL, WHO CAME INTO EGYPT WITH JACOB. 
comparing them all to Jacob, because all of them were as righteous as he - a 
proof that 'he who loves him disciplines him early' (Prov. 13:24).

DISCUSSION

-What kind of chastisement, admonition or punishment are we talking about?  Only 
corporal?
-Are parents morally responsible when adult children stray?
-Is persecution of Jews always to be interpreted as God's punishment for lack of 
observance?
-Note that “He who spares his rod hates his son” not commented on; only second part: 
“he who loves him disciplines him early”

Rav ordered Samuel b. Shilat to deal tenderly with the pupils, to refrain from corporal 
punishment, or at most to use a shoe-strap in correcting pupils for inattention. "And if 
one is inattentive, put him next to a diligent one".)  (Baba Batra 21a)

================================================================
The Physical, Sexual and Emotional Abuse of Children
by Rabbi Mark Dratch

Originally published by the RCA Roundtable, Nissan 5752
http://www.agudathsholom.org/wrmd-physicalsexualemotionalabuseofchildren.htm#The%20Physical

DEFINITIONS OF PHYSICAL, SEXUAL, AND EMOTIONAL ABUSE
Since corporal punishment was viewed as an effective means of shaping the characters 
of young children, hitting one's child or student as a tool in education and discipline was 
made an exception to this injunction against such physical assault.2 Verses such as "He 
that spareth the rod hateth his child, but he who loveth him chasteneth him betimes" 
(Proverbs 13:24) appear to deem corporal punishment an acceptable, even preferred 
form of discipline.3 This dispensation is very limited and physical abuse4 and excessive 
physical punishment5 are prohibited by Torah law. The halakhic parameters of 
discipline, especially physical punishment, deserve significant attention beyond the 
scope of this paper.6

2. Makkot 8a.
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3. See also Proverbs 3:11-12, 10:13, 19:18, 19:29, 20:30, 26:3, 29:15, 29:17. For a collection of rabbinic statements concerning 
corporal punishment see Zvi Elimelekh Bloom, Hanhagot HaHinukh (Jerusalem, 5741), pp. 140-158.
4. Hilkhot Hovel uMazik 5:1; Yoreh De'ah 450:1.
5. Hilkhot Talmud Torah 2:2; Yoreh De'ah 240:10: Kitzur Shulhan Arukh 165:7.
6. The parameters and limitation of corporal punishment are briefly analyzed by Rabbi Gedalia Dov Schwartz in "The Abused Child: 
Halachic Insights," Ten Da'at, Sivan 5748.

================================================================

While classical Jewish sources permit chastising one's child (Midrash Rabba Shemot) 
there were severe limits (MEIRI Bava Batra 21a) such as only using a very light strap 
and hitting very gently, not hitting one's child in the month of Tamuz. The RITVA (Moed 
Kattan 17a) recommended that a parent verbally reprimand rather than hit. The 
Shulchan Aruch YOREH DEAH (Hilchot Melamdim) Siman 245:10 delineates the 
permitted parameters of a teacher giving corporal punishment to a pupil. A teacher who 
physically abuses a pupil can be dismissed (the MEIRI in Bava Batra 21a calls this 
abuse a "peshia" [major offense]. See also the Pitchei Tshuva YD 245 #4. 

The Nishmat Avraham CHOSHEN MISHPAT 424 # 2 brings down the opinion of Harav 
Rabinovitz (Sefer Halacha u'Refuah I 336) that a parent (and teacher) who hits out of 
anger not for "educational" purposes, or has severely hit his child even for the sake of 
*chinuch* (education) has carried out an *aveira* (sin). One is halachically required to 
report the abusive parent (teacher) to the police.

Shulchan Aruch YOREH DEAH:  a parent should not be too demanding of his child 
(240:19) and must not strike his adult child (240:20).
================================================================

SUMMARY

-Halacha allows a parent to use corporal punishment, with stringent caveats.
-The parent may not be angry, he must have calmly decided that this is what the child 
needs for his proper education
-Verbally reprimanding is better than hitting
-A parent should not be too demanding of his child
-A parent must not strike his adult child
-Only use a very light strap and hit very gently
-It is much worse for a child to be raised too leniently as opposed to too strictly. When a 
child is raised too strictly the problem is visible; when a child is raised too leniently the 
problem is not as visible and the person can live unhappily without knowing why.
-One is halachically required to report the abusive parent (or teacher) to the police.


