
1 
 

Dr Maurice M. Mizrahi          B”H 
D’var Torah on Pessaḥ 
 
 

Why is Moses not in the Haggadah? 

 

 
Moses led the Jews out of Egypt, from slavery to freedom, through the 
desert and to the Promised Land, and taught them the Torah God had 
given him on Mount Sinai.  Yet, when Jews around the world tell the story 
of the Exodus at the seder table, his name is not mentioned.  He does not 
appear at all in the Haggadah of Pessaḥ.  Why so?  Does he not deserve a 
place of honor in this narrative? 
 
Our commentators offer many possible answers: 
 
-To emphasize that God Himself took charge [Vilna Gaon].  Haggadah: 

And I will pass through the land of Egypt: I, and not an angel … I, and not a 
seraph … I, and not a messenger.  I, the Lord: it is I, and none other. 

Some say because the Samaritans were almost deifying Moses.  In fact, 
God simply guided Moses. 
 
-In difficult times there may not always be a Moses available, but God is 
always present.  So we emphasize that God alone redeemed us from 
Egypt, so we understand it can happen again even with no Moses. [Rabbi 

Yekusiel Yehudah of Klausenberg, quoted in Haseder Ha’aruch, ch. 129] 

 
-Our spiritual freedom was conferred by God alone, not Moses.  The 
Exodus entailed physical release from slave labor and spiritual release. 
The Exile forced physical oppression on us many times, but our spiritual 
release was never removed, and that is what we are truly celebrating. [Keli 

Chemdah, Pessah 170] 

 
-To emphasize that Moses was extremely humble [Ḥafetz Ḥayyim on Behaalotecha].  
Torah says: 

Now this man Moses was exceedingly humble, more so than any person on the 
face of the earth. [Num. 12:3] 

Moses would not have wanted to be emphasized in the story of the 
Exodus, and the psalmist wrote: 

[God] fulfills the wishes of those who fear Him. [Psalms 145:19] 

 
-Moses was telling his own sons about the Exodus.  Torah says: 
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 ָּ֣ ְדת  ִים׃ְוִהגַּ ָֽ י ִמִמְצר  י ְבֵצאִת֖ ֙ה ִלָ֔ ה ְיהו  ָׂ֤ ש  ה ע  ּור ז ֶ֗ ֲעבָּ֣ ר בַּ ֖הּוא ֵלאמ ֹ֑ ֹום הַּ יּ֥ ְלִבְנךָ֔ בַּ  
And you shall tell your son on that day, “It is because of what the Lord did for me 
when I went free from Egypt.” [Exodus 13:8] 

Moses’ children did not participate in the Exodus because they were in 
Midian at the time. So Moses, in telling them the story, didn’t want to 
emphasize his own role. [Sedei Yitzchak, Derushei Chag Hapesach, p. 226.] 

 
-The Haggadah expands on some verses in Deuteronomy formulated to 
give thanks for the gift of the Land of Israel. Now, Moses speaks in the first 
person in Deuteronomy, so the text minimizes Moses’ contribution. [Zot 

Hatorah on Bo] 

 
-You don't thank the servant in the presence of the master.  Since the 
Shechinah (Divine Presence) is traditionally celebrating with us, we should 
not thank Her servant. Haggadah: 

If the Holy One, blessed be He, had not taken our fathers out of Egypt, then we, 
our children and our children's children would remain enslaved to Pharaoh in 
Egypt. 

 [Kovetz Kol Hatorah, p 398] 

 
-The Zohar tells us that the Israelites had reached the “49th gate of 
impurity.” If they had fallen one more level, they could not have been 
redeemed. Only God’s mercy prevented that final fall (Itaruta Dile’eyla), not 
Moses. [Rabbi Mordechai of Bilgoray, quoted in Haseder Ha’aruch, ch. 129] 
 
-Moses didn't want the mission.  At the burning bush, when God tells 
Moses to free the Israelites, Moses tries to get out of the job: 

֖א בְ  ח־נ  ָֽ לַּ ֹ֑י ְשָֽ נ  י ֲאד  ר ִבָּ֣ אמ  י ֖ ח׃וַּ ָֽ יַּד־ִתְשל   
But [Moses] said: Please, O Lord, make someone else Your agent. [Exodus 4:13]  

The Midrash says that Moses, knowing only the Messiah can end the Exile 
once and for all, and knowing it wasn't him, was asking God to send the 
Messiah at that time. [Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 40] So his name is omitted. 
 
-Mystical: The Messiah will have something of Moses' soul in him. The 
Midrash says that Moses was the first redeemer and will be the last 
redeemer: 

Rabbi Levi said: God told Moses: Let this be a sign to you: In the wilderness you 
will leave them, and from the wilderness you will bring them back in the 
Messianic times. [Shemot Rabbah 2:4, Zohar 1:253a] 

Now, Moses was a Levite and the Messiah will descend from King David, 
so Moses can’t come back as the Messiah.  But the mystics say the 
Messiah will have something of Moses’ soul in him, and Moses will get full 
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credit at that time, when his mission is completed. [Chaim Vital, Likkutei Torah; 

Sha’ar Hapesukim on Genesis 49:10; Ohr HaHayyim on Genesis 49:11] 

 
Full disclosure: Technically, Moses’ name does appear once in the 
Haggadah, but only once.  When the rabbis recount the miracles, they 
quote the Torah, which says: 

ֹו׃ ְבדָֽ ה עַּ ֖ ש  ה ּוְבמ  יהו ָ֔ ָֽ ינּ֙ו בַּ ֲַּאִמ֙ יָֽ  וַּ
The people... believed in the Lord and His servant Moses. [Exodus 14:31] 

But he is clearly de-emphasized by being called only “God’s servant”. 
 

The explanation I like the best is the recognition that children, for whom the 
Haggadah was established, have difficulty understanding God, but can 
easily understand a great leader like Moses.  In order to make them know 
and appreciate God, we must de-emphasize Moses. 
 

Final note: The last part of the seder is Nirtzah (נרצה), our prayer for the 
ultimate redemption.  It has a gematria of 345, same as that of Moses 
 So, in this sense, the last prayer in the Haggadah does allude to .(משה)
Moses and to his once and future role! [Haggadah Chodesh Ha’aviv, p 235] 

 

Chag kasher v’sameach. 
 


