
Aug. 22, 2022  

Dear Friends,  

5783 is almost here! It’s a New Year for all of us.  

We are entering the final month of the Jewish year, the official countdown to Rosh Hashanah. As 

children return to school and families return from summer travels, a new cycle of the year opens, with 

new routines and schedules and traffic patterns, new opportunities for reflection and the chance to seek 

a fresh start in all our affairs and relationships.  

We are looking forward to seeing YOU. Community is an integral aspect of the High Holiday experience – 

we are meant to reflect and say these prayers together. It’s also one of our Congregation’s highest 

values, helping everyone feel included and welcome. For some, we will welcome you on Zoom, but we 

are also hoping many of you will feel inspired to join us back in person this year.  

And so, we have made some special arrangements! This is to allow as many of us as possible to gather 

in person and enjoy the Simcha (Joy) of the Season together.  

Here are your Rabbi’s tips on what’s new and great and how to get the most out of our Holidays 

together this year:   

For PARENTS – we welcome our children back into the Synagogue!  

- All of our children are allowed in the building now, including those under 5, and you can bring 

children to any service we offer. See the schedule for services geared towards particular age groups, as 

well as Babysitting for ages 2-5.  

- If your children attend Fairfax County Public Schools:  

For the first time, all schools will have the day off for Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and Yom Kippur. This was a 

hard-fought concession from the school board – years in the making – so we hope you’ll take advantage 

and join us with your children this year!  

- Let’s celebrate having our kids with us, and give them an Honor at services:  

We are opening up special High Holiday honors for children and teens this year. Interested parents can 

fill out THIS FORM, with the names and ages of your children and which service/s they’ll attend. We will 

consider responses in the order received, up to a final deadline of Sunday, Sept. 11.  

- For new members: Check out the special interpretive reading of the Book of Jonah with Gary Lefkowitz 

on Yom Kippur afternoon – this year, back in person! Stay after that for a brief Neilah service, and we’ll 

close out the Holiday together with a warm, intimate, joyous Havdalah. There may be glow sticks… 

 

For our Elders and others who are extra-concerned about Covid – we are also thinking about you.  

If Covid precautions have kept you away from Shul this year, now is your time to come!  

- ALL attendees will be masked at indoor services, and vaccinated (save for a few children under 5).  

- Our daytime services will be held in our Sanctuary, which offers more space and better ventilation. 

Evening services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur will be held outside, which offers even greater 

protections.  

- For those who can’t wear masks but still want to join us for an in-person service, these outdoor 

evening services are also designed for you.  

 

https://forms.gle/wBxB79Fakz25NR3G7


For members who like to bring guests to services – please invite them to join us.  

- Our doors are open to your guests this year – parents, adult children, and other close loved ones. All 

you need to do is register them, and we will gladly welcome them into our Community of Friends.  

- Non-members are also welcome - Tell your Jewish neighbors and friends that they can register for our 

services too! 

For our “Zoomers” – We haven’t forgotten you!  

Check the schedule carefully to see which services will be Zoomed and which will be in person only. A 

PDF of our prayerbooks will be made available before the Holidays, so you can download it and print it 

out ahead if you wish.  

If there are questions about any of the above, please reach out to the Synagogue Office.  

However you join us next month, we are looking forward to seeing YOU and entering the New Year of 

5783 together!  

Shanah Tovah U’Metukah –  

Wishing you a Sweet, Happy New Year,  

Rabbi Glazer 
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