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Leviticus, Chapter 19
26 Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood; neither shall ye use
enchantment, nor observe omens.

Deuteronomy, Chapter 18

9 When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not
learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no
one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the
fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages
in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who
consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to
the Lord; because of these same detestable practices the Lord your
God will drive out those nations before you. 13 You must be
blameless before the Lord your Go.
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Genesis, Chapter 1

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to
separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs and
sacred times, and days and years.

Isaiah, Chapter 47

13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the
astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up,
and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.

Jeremiah, Chapter 10

2 Thus saith the LORD: “Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not
dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at
them.”
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Jubilees, Chapter 18

16 And in the sixth week, in the fifth year thereof, Abram sat up throughout the night on the new moon of the seventh
month to observe the stars from the evening to the morning, in order to see what would be the character of the year
with regard to the rains, and he was alone as he sat and observed. 17 And a word came into his heart and he said: "All
the signs of the stars, and the signs of the moon and of the sun are all in the hand of the Lord. Why do | search (them)
out? 18 If He desireth, He causeth it to rain, morning and evening; And if He desireth, He withholdeth it, And all things

are in His hand".

B. Talmud, Shabbat 156a-156b

It was recorded in R. Joshua b. Levi's notebook: He who [is born] on
the first day of the week [Sunday] shall be a man without one [thing]
in him — What does ‘without one [thing] in him’ mean? Shall we say,
without one virtue? Surely R. Ashi said: | was born on the first day of
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the week! Hence it must surely mean, one vice. But Surely R. Ashi
said: | and Dimi b. Kakuzta were born on the first day of the week: |
am a king and he is the captain of thieves! — Rather it means either
completely virtuous or completely wicked. [What is the reason?
Because light and darkness were created on that day.] He who is born
on the second day of the week will be bad-tempered — What is the
reason? Because the waters were divided thereon. He who is born on
the third day of the week will be wealthy and unchaste. What is the
reason? Because herbs were created thereon. He who is born on the
fourth day of the week will be wise and of a retentive memory. What
is the reason? Because the luminaries were suspended [thereon] —
He who is born on the fifth day of the week will practise benevolence.
What is the reason? Because the fishes and birds were created
thereon. He who is born on the eve of the Sabbath will be a seeker.
R. Nahman b. Isaac commented: A seeker after good deeds. He who
is born on the Sabbath will die on the Sabbath, because the great day
of the Sabbath was desecrated on his account. Raba son of R. Shila
observed: And he shall be called a great and holy man.

R. Hanina said to then, [his disciples]: Go out and tell the son of Levi,
Not the constellation of the day but that of the hour is the
determining influence. He who is born under the constellation of the
sun will be a distinguished man: he will eat and drink of his own and
his secrets will lie uncovered; if a thief, he will have no success. He
who is born under Venus will be wealthy and unchaste [immorall].
What is the reason? Because fire was created therein. He who is born
under Mercury will be of a retentive memory and wise. What is the
reason? Because it [Mercury] is the sun's scribe. He who is born under
the Moon will be a man to suffer evil, building and demolishing,
demolishing and building. eating and drinking that which is not his
and his secrets will remain hidden: if a thief, he will be successful. He
who is born under Saturn will be a man whose plans will be
frustrated. Others say: All [nefarious] designs against him will be
frustrated. He who is born under Zedek [Jupiter] will be a right-doing
man [zadkan] R. Nahman b. Isaac observed: Right-doing in good
deeds. ‘He who is born under Mars will be a shedder of blood. R. Ashi
observed: Either a surgeon, a thief, a slaughterer, or a circumciser.
Rabbah said: | was born under Mars. Abaye retorted: You too inflict
punishment and kill.

It was stated. R. Hanina said: The planetary influence gives wisdom,
the planetary influence gives wealth, and Israel stands under
planetary influence. R. Johanan maintained: Israel is immune from
planetary influence. Now, R. Johanan is consistent with his view, for
R. Johanan said: How do we know that Israel is immune from
planetary influence? Because it is said, Thus saith the Lord, Learn not
the way of the nations, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven,
for the nations are dismayed at them: they are dismayed but not
Israel. Rab too holds that Israel is immune from planetary influence.
For Rab Judah said in Rab's name: How do we know that Israel is
immune from planetary influence? Because it is said, and he brought
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him forth from abroad. Abraham pleaded before the Holy One,
blessed be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! one born in mine house is
mine heir.” ‘Not so,” He replied, ‘but he that shall come forth out of
thine own bowels.” ‘Sovereign of the Universe!’ cried he, ‘I have
looked at my constellation and find that | am not fated to beget child.’
‘Go forth from [i.e., cease] thy planet [gazing], for Israel is free from
planetary influence. What is thy calculation? Because Zedek [Jupiter]
stands in the West? | will turn it back and place it in the East.” And
thus it is written, Who hath raised up Zedek from the east? He hath
summoned it for his sake.

From Samuel too [we learn that] Israel is immune from planetary
influence. For Samuel and Ablat were sitting, while certain people
were going to a lake. Said Ablat to Samuel: “That man is going but will
not return, [for] a snake will bite him and he will die.” ‘If he is an
Israelite,” replied Samuel. ‘he will go and return.” While they were
sitting he went and returned. [Thereupon] Ablat arose and threw off
his [the man's] knapsack, [and] found a snake therein cut up and lying
in two pieces — Said Samuel to him, ‘What did you do?’ ‘Every day
we pooled our bread and ate it; but to-day one of us had no bread,
and he was ashamed. Said | to them, "I will go and collect [the
bread]". When | came to him, | pretended to take [bread] from him,
so that he should not be ashamed.” ‘You have done a good deed,’ said
he to him. Then Samuel went out and lectured: But charity delivereth
from death; and [this does not mean] from an unnatural death, but
from death itself.

From R. Akiba too [we learn that] Israel is free from planetary
influence. For R. Akiba had a daughter. Now, astrologers told him, On
the day she enters the bridal chamber a snake will bite her and she
will die. He was very worried about this. On that day [of her marriage]
she took a brooch [and] stuck it into the wall and by chance it
penetrated [sank] into the eye of a serpent. The following morning,
when she took it out, the snake came trailing after it. ‘What did you
do?’ her father asked her. ‘A poor man came to our door in the
evening.’ she replied, ‘and everybody was busy at the banquet, and
there was none to attend to him. So | took the portion which was
given to me and gave it to him. ‘You have done a good deed,’ said he
to her. Thereupon R. Akiba went out and lectured: ‘But charity
delivereth from death’: and not [merely] from an unnatural death,
but from death itself.

From R. Nahman b. Isaac too [we learn that] Israel is free from
planetary influence. For R. Nahman b. Isaac's mother was told by
astrologers, Your son will be a thief. [So] she did not let him [be]
bareheaded, saying to him, ‘Cover your head so that the fear of
heaven may be upon you, and pray [for mercy]’. Now, he did not
know why she spoke that to him. One day he was sitting and studying
under a palm tree; temptation overcame him, he climbed up and bit
off a cluster [of dates] with his teeth.
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Midrash Rabbah - Genesis XLIV:12
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12. AND HE BROUGHT HIM FORTH WITHOUT- HA - HUZAH (XV,
5). R. Joshua said in R. Levi's name: Did He then lead him forth
without the world, that it says, AND HE BROUGHT HIM FORTH
WITHOUT? It means, however, that He showed him the streets
of heaven, as you read, While as yet He had not made the earth,
nor the outer spaces-huzoth (Prov. VIII, 26). R. Judah b. R. Simon
said in R. Johanan's name: He lifted him up above the vault of
heaven; hence He says to him,LOOK (HABBET) NOW TOWARD
HEAVEN, HABBET signifying to look down from above. The
Rabbis said: [God said to him]: ‘Thou art a prophet, not an
astrologer,” as it says, Now therefore restore the man's wife, for
he is a prophet (Gen. XX, 7). In the days of Jeremiah the
Israelites wished to entertain this belief [in astrology], but the
Holy One, blessed be He, would not permit them. Thus it is
written, Thus saith the Lord: Learn not the way of the nations,
and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven, etc. (Jer. X, 2): your
ancestor Abraham wished to entertain this belief long ago, but
| would not permit him. R. Levi said: While the sandal is on your
foot tread down the thorn; he who is placed below them fears
them, but thou [Abraham] art placed above them, so trample
them down [ignore them)].

Tosephtha Qiddushin, Chapter 5
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