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כח:ספר בראשית מז
Genesis 47:28
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; ַוי ְִחי ַיעֲקֹ ב ְבאֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִם ְשבַ ע עֶ ְש ֵרה
so the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were a שנִ ים
ָׁ ָׁשנָׁה ַוי ְִהי י ְֵמי ַי ֲעקֹ ב ְשנֵי חַ יָׁיו ֶשבַ ע
hundred forty and seven years.
:ּומאַ ת ָׁשנָׁה
ְ וְאַ ְרבָׁ ִעים

Nachmanides on Genesis 47:28

כח:פרוש הרמב”ן על ספר בראשית מז

AND JACOB LIVED IN THE LAND OF EGYPT SEVENTEEN
YEARS. I have already mentioned that Jacob's descent
into Egypt alludes to our present exile at the hand of the
"fourth beast," which represents Rome.

For it was Jacob's sons themselves who, by the sale of
their brother Joseph, caused their going down there.
Jacob, moreover, went there on account of the famine,
thinking to find relief with his son in the house of his
son's friend, for Pharaoh loved Joseph and considered
him as a son. It was their hope to ascend from there as
soon as the famine would cease in the land of Canaan,
just as they said, “To sojourn in the land we have come,
for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks, for the
famine is heavy in the land of Canaan.” But then they did
not come up, but instead the exile prolonged itself upon
Jacob and he died there, and his bones ascended from
there accompanied by all the elders and courtiers of
Pharaoh, who instituted severe lamentation for him.
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Our relationship with Rome and Edom is similar. Our
brothers have caused our falling into their clutches, as
they made a covenant with the Romans, and Agrippa,
the last king during the Second Temple, fled to them for
help. It was due to famine that Jerusalem was captured
by the Romans, and the exile has exceedingly prolonged
itself over us, with its end, unlike the other exiles, being
unknown. We are in it as the dead, who say, “Our bones
are dried up, we are completely cut off.” But in the end
“they will bring us from all the nations as an offering to
the Eternal,” and they will be in deep sorrow as they will
behold our glory, and we will see the vengeance of the
Eternal. May He raise us that we may live in His presence.
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