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JOSEPH BEN JOHANAN OF JERUSALEM SAYS: LET THY 
HOUSE BE OPENED WIDE, AND LET THE POOR BE 
MEMBERS OF THY HOUSEHOLD, AND TALK NOT 
OVERMUCH WITH W0MEN.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

LET THY HOUSE BE OPENED WIDE: How so? This 
teaches that a man’s house should have a spacious 
entrance on the north, south, east, and west, like 
Job’s, who made four doors to his house. And why did 
Job make four doors to his house? So that the poor 
would not be troubled to go all around the house: one 
coming from the north could enter in his stride, one 
coming from the south could enter in his stride, and 
so in all directions. For that reason Job made four 
doors to his house.  
 

` 

 

 

 

 

AND LET THE POOR BE MEMBERS OF THY 
HOUSEHOLD. Not actually members of thy 
household. But let the poor talk about what they had 
to eat and drink in thy house the way the poor used 
to talk about what they had to eat and drink in Job’s 
house. When they met, one would say to the other: 
“Where art thou coming from?” “From Job’s house. 
And where art thou going?” “To Job’s house.” Now 
when that great calamity came upon Job, he said unto 
the Holy One, blessed be He: “Master of the Universe, 
did I not feed the hungry and give the thirsty to drink; 
as it is said, ‘Or have I eaten my morsel myself alone 
and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof’” (Job 31: 
17)? And did I not clothe the naked, as it is said, “And 
if he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep” 
(Job 31:20)? 
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Nevertheless the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Job: 
“Job, thou hast not yet reached half the measure of 
Abraham. Thou sittest and tarriest within thy house 
and the wayfarers come in to thee. To him who is 
accustomed to eat wheat bread, thou givest wheat 
bread to eat; to him who is accustomed to eat meat, 
thou givest meat to eat; to him who is accustomed to 
drink wine, thou givest wine to drink. But Abraham 
did not act in this way. In- stead he would go forth and 
make the rounds everywhere, and when he found 
Wayfarers he brought them in to his house. To him 
who was unaccustomed to eat wheat bread, he gave 
wheat bread to eat; to him who was unaccustomed 
to eat meat, he gave meat to eat; to him who was 
unaccustomed to drink wine, he gave wine to drink. 
Moreover he arose and built stately mansions on the 
highways and left there food and drink, and every 
passerby ate and drank and blessed Heaven. That is 
why delight of spirit was vouchsafed to him. And 
whatever one might ask for was to be found in 
Abraham’s house, as it is said, And Abraham planted 
a tamarisk tree in Beer-Sheba" (Gen. 21: 33). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach the members of thy household humility. For 
when one is humble and the members of his 
household are humble, if a poor man comes and 
stands in the doorway of the master of the house and 
inquires of them, “Is your father within?” they 
answer, “Ay, come in, enter.” Even before he has 
entered, a table is set for him. When he enters and 
eats and drinks and offers a blessing up to Heaven, 
great delight of spirit is vouchsafed to the master of 
the house.“ But when one is not humble and the 
members of his household are short tempered, if a 
poor man comes and stands in the door- way and 
inquires of them, “Is your father within?” they 
answer, “No!” and rebuke him anti drive him off in 
anger.  
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Another interpretation. Teach the members of thy 
household humility: what is that? When a man is 
humble and the members of his household are 
humble, if he goes overseas and prays, I give thanks 
unto Thee, O Lord my God, that my wife does not 
quarrel with others, and my children do not quarrel 
with others, there is no fear in his heart and his mind 
is at ease even to the moment he returns. But when 
a man is not humble and the members of his house- 
hold are short tempered, if he goes overseas and 
prays, May it be Thy will, O Lord my God, that my wife 
enter into no quarrel with others, and my children 
enter into no quarrel with others, there is fear in his 
heart and his mind is not at ease until he returns.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AND TALK NOT OVERMUCH WITH WOMEN—EVEN 
WITH THINE OWN WIFE, AND NEEDLESS TO SAY WITH 
THY FELLOW’S WIFE! FOR SO DONG AS A MAN TALKS 
OVERMUCH WITH WOMEN HE BRINGS EVIL UPON 
HIM- SELF, NEGLECTS THE STUDY OF TORAH, AND IN 
THE END GEHENNA IS HIS PORTION. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Another interpretation. TALK NOT OVERMUCH WITH 
WOMEN: What is that? If a man came to the study 
house and was not treated with honor, or if he fell out 
with his fellow, he is not to go and tell his wife, “Thus 
and so did I fall out with my fellow; he said this to me 
and I said that to him.” For (in so doing) he disgraces 
himself, disgraces his wife, and disgraces his fellow. 
And his wife who used to treat him with honor now 
stands and scoffs at him. Then his fellow hears of it 
and cries: “Woe unto me! Words between himself 
and me he went and told his wife!” And thus such a 
person disgraces himself, his wife, and his fellow. 

 
  

 


