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MOSES 

 
was sanctified by the cloud and received the Torah at 
Sinai; as it is said, “And the glory of the Lord abode upon 
Mount Sinai.” That is, it covered Moses, in order to purify 
him. This occurred after (the proclamation of) the Ten 
Commandments. Such is the view of Rabbi Yose the 
Galilean. But Rabbi ‘Akiba says: “And the cloud covered it 
six days” refers to the mountain and not to Moses, (the 
six days being counted) from the beginning of the month; 
“And the seventh day He called unto Moses out of the 
midst of the cloud,” (merely) to pay honor to Moses.  

 

Rabbi Nathan said: "Why was Moses made to wait all 
these six days before the Word came to rest upon him? ‘ 
So that he might be purged of all food and drink in his 
bowels, before he was sanctified and became like the 
ministering angels." Said Rabbi Mattiah ben Heresh to 
him, "Master, (this waiting) was intended only to fill him 
with awe, so that he would receive the words of the 
Torah with awe, with fear, with dread, and with 
trembling; as it is said, “Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling (Ps. 2: 11).” 

 

 
 

The following once occurred with Rabbi Josiah and Rabbi 
Mattiah ben Heresh, who had been sitting together 
engaged in the study of Torah. Rabbi Josiah went off to 
attend to some worldly matters. Said Rabbi Mattiah ben 
Heresh to him, "Master, why forsake the words of the 
living God and let thyself be carried away by worldly 
matters? Now, although thou art my master and I am thy 
disciple, (I declare) it is not good to forsake the words of 
the living God and be carried away by worldly matters." It 
was said of them: So long as they sat studying Torah, they 
acted as though they were jealous of each other; but 
when they parted, they were like dear friends of old. 
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2 By the hands of Moses was the Torah given at Sinai, as 
it is said, “And He wrote them upon two tables of stone, 
and gave them unto me (Deut. 5: 19).” And elsewhere it 
says, “These are the statutes and ordinances and laws, 
which the Lord made between Him and the children of 
Israel in Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses (Lev. 26:46).” 
The Torah which the Holy One, blessed be He, gave to 
Israel was given by the hands of Moses only, “Between 
Him and the children of Israel (Lev. 26:46).” Moses 
merited becoming God’s middleman to the children of 
Israel. 

 

 
 

Moses prepared the lamb of consecration and the 
anointing oil, and with this oil he anointed Aaron and his 
sons during all seven days of the consecration. From it 
(came also the oil with which) the High Priests and kings 
were anointed. Rabbi Eliezer said: So great was this rite 
(of anointing) that it is to be practiced throughout all 
generations, for both Aaron and his sons were sanctified 
by the anointing oil; as it is said, “And thou shalt anoint 
Aaron and his sons, and sanctify them, that they may 
minister unto Me in the priest's office (etc.) (Exod. 
30:30).” And Eleazar burnt the (red) heifer of purification, 
whereby the unclean were made clean throughout all 
generations. 

 

 
 

3 Joshua took over from Moses, as it is said, “And thou 
shalt put of thy honor upon him, that all the congregation 
of the children of Israel may hearken (Num. 27: 20). The 
Elders took over from Joshua, as it is said, “And the 
people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all 
the great work of the Lord, that He had wrought for Israel 
(Jud. 2: 7).” The Judges took over from the Elders, as it is 
said, “And it came to pass in the days when (only) the 
judges judged (Ruth 1: 1).” The Prophets took over from 
the Judges, as it is said, “And though I have sent unto you 
all My servants the prophets, sending them daily betimes 
and often (Jer. 7: 25).”  Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi 
took over from the Prophets. The Men of the Great 
Assembly took over from Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi; 
and they said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, 
and raise many disciples, and make a hedge about the 
Torah. 
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4 BE DELTBERATE IN JUDGMENT: What is that? This 
teaches that a man should take time in rendering 
judgment; for whoever takes time in rendering judgment 
is unruflled in judgment. As it is said, “These also are the 
proverbs of Solomon which the men of Hezekiah king of 
Judah copied out (Prov. 25: 1).” It is not that they copied 
them out, but that they took their time. Abba Saul says: It 
does not mean that they took their time, but that they 
interpreted. Originally, it is said, Proverbs, Song of Songs, 
and. Ecclesiastes were suppressed; for since they were 
held to be mere parables and not part of the Holy 
Writings, (the religious authorities) arose and suppressed 
them; (and so they remained) until the Men of the Great 
Assembly came and interpreted them. 

 

 
 
 

For (in Proverbs) it is said, “And I beheld among the 
thoughtless ones, I discerned among the youths, A young 
man void of understanding . . . And, behold, there met 
him a woman with the attire of a harlot, and wily of 
heart. She is riotous and rebellious, Her feet abide not in 
her house. Now she is in the streets, now in the broad 
places, And lieth in wait at every corner. So she caught 
him, and kissed him, And with an impudent face she said 
unto him: Sacrifices of peace offerings were due from me; 
This day have I paid my vows. Therefore came I forth to 
meet thee, To seek thy face, and I have found thee. I have 
decked my couch with coverlets, With striped cloths of 
the yarn of Egypt. I have perfumed my bed With myrrh, 
aloes, and cinnamon. Come, let us take our fill of love 
until the morning; Let us solace ourselves with loves. For 
my husband is not at home, He is gone a long journey; He 
hath taken the bag of money with him; He will come 
home at the full moon (Prov. 7: 7-20).” And it is written in 
the Song of Songs, “Come, my beloved, let us go forth 
into the field: Let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up 
early to the vineyards; Let us see whether the vine hath 
budded, Whether the vine-blossom be opened, And the 
pomegranates be in flower; There will I give thee my love. 
(Cant. 7: 12-13).” And it is written in Ecclesiastes,  
“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; And let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, And walk in the ways 
of thy heart, And in the sight of thine eyes; But know 
thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment. (Eccl. 11: 9).”  
 
 
And (again) it is written in the Song of Songs, “I am my 
beloved's And his desire is toward me. . (Cant. 7: 11).” 
This proves, not that they took their time, but that they 
interpreted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 לא הוי תשוקתו ועלי לדודי אני השירים בשיר וכתיב
  שפירשו אלא שהמתינו
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Another interpretation. BE DELIBERATE IN JUDGMENT: 
what is that? This teaches that a man should be patient in 
his speech and not short tempered in his speech, for 
whoever is short tempered in his speech forgets what he 
has to say. For thus we find in the case of Moses our 
master: when he was short tempered in his speech he 
forgot what he was to tell (Israel). Now, where do we find 
of Moses our master that he forgot what he was to tell 
(Israel)? For it is said, “And Eleazar the priest said unto 
the men of war that went to the battle: This is the statute 
of the law which the Lord hath commanded Moses (Num. 
31:21),” (which was to say:) “It is Moses whom the Lord 
commanded and it is not I whom He commanded; it is 
Moses, my father’s brother, whom He commanded, and 
it is not I whom He commanded." And where do we find 
of Moses that he was short tempered in his speech? Lo, it 
says in regard to the officers of the host, “And Moses was 
wroth with the officers of the host (Num. 31: 14).” “And 
Moses said unto them: Have ye saved all the women alive 
(etc.) (Num. 31: 5).” If so, to what does the verse refer 
when it says, “(Have ye saved) all the women?” It refers 
to the counsel which the wicked Balaam offered against 
Israel; as it is written, “And now, behold, I go unto my 
people; come, and I will announce to thee what this 
people shall do to thy people in the end of days (Num. 
24:14).” Balaam said to Balak, "This people whom thou 
hatest is hungry for food and thirsty for drink, and has 
naught to eat or drink save manna. Go, therefore, fix 
booths for them and leave for them food and drink; and 
have the booths occupied by beautiful women, royal 
women, so that the people will go awhoring after Baal 
Peor and fall by the hand of God.” Balak went at once and 
did all that the wicked Balaam advised him to do. See 
what the wicked Balaam brought upon Israel! For twenty-
four thousand of them fell, as it is said, “And those that 
died by the plague were twenty and four thousand (Num. 
25: 9).” Now is there not an inference to be drawn here? 
If Moses our master, the wisest of the wise, the father of 
the prophets, forgot what he had to say when he was 
short tempered in his speech, how much more so we! 
Which teaches that a man should be patient in his 
speech, and not be short tempered in his speech.  
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5 Ben Azzai says: Be careful in thy speech lest it come to 
naught and make a hedge about the Torah the way the 
Holy One, blessed be He, made an hedge about His 
words, and Adam made a hedge about his words. The 
Torah made a hedge about its words. Moses made a 
hedge about his words. So too Job, and also the Prophets, 
the Holy Writings, and the Sages—all of them made a 
hedge about their words.  

 
 

What is the hedge which the Holy One, blessed be He, 
made about His words? Lo, it says, “And all the nations 
shall say: Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this 
land? (Deut. 29: 23).” This teaches that it was manifest to 
Him that spake and the world came into being that future 
generations were to speak in this way. Therefore the Holy 
One, blessed be He, said to Moses, “Moses, write down 
the following and leave it for the coming generations: 
Then men shall say: Because they forsook the covenant of 
the Lord . . . and went and served other gods, and 
worshiped them, gods that they knew not, and that He 
had not allotted unto them (Deut. 29: 24-25).” Thus thou 
dost learn that the Holy One, blessed be He, meted out 
the reward of His creatures to the letter. 
 

 

 
 

What is the hedge which Adam made about his words? 
Lo, it says, “And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying: Of every . tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die (Gen. 2: 16-17).” Adam, 
however, did not wish to speak to Eve the way the Holy 
One, blessed be He, had spoken to him. Rather, this is 
what he said to her: “But of the fruit of the tree which is 
in the midst of the garden, God hath said: Ye shall not eat 
of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die (Gen. 3: 3),” that 
he wanted to protect himself and Eve from the tree, even 
to from touching it. 
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At that time the wicked serpent thought in his heart as 
follows: Since I cannot trip up Adam, I shall go and trip up 
Eve. So he went and sat down beside her, and entered 
into a long conversation with her. He said to her, “If it is 
against touching the tree thou sayest the Holy One, 
blessed be He, commanded us—behold, I shall touch it 
and not die. Thou, too, if thou touch it, shalt not die!” 
What did the wicked serpent do? He then arose and 
touched the tree with his hands and feet, and shook it 
until its fruits fell to the ground. And some say: He did not 
touch it at all. On the contrary, as  soon as that tree saw 
him it cried out to him in these words, “O wicked one, 
wicked one, do not touch me!” as it is said, “Let not the 
foot of pride overtake me, and let not the hand of the 
wicked shake me (Ps. 36: 12).” 
 

 

 
 

6 Another interpretation. Let not the foot of pride 
overtake me refers to the wicked Titus, blast his bones! 
For wand in hand he kept striking upon the altar, crying, 
"Lycos, Lycos, thou art a king and I am a king; come and 
wage war with me! How many oxen have been 
slaughtered upon thee, how many birds have been put to 
death upon thee, how many wines have been poured out 
over thee, how much incense has been burned upon 
thee! Thou art he that lays waste the whole universe!” As 
it is said, “Ah, Ariel, Ariel, the city where David 
encamped! Add ye year to year, let the feasts come 
round (Isa. 29: 1).” 

 

 
 

Furthermore, the serpent said to her, “If it is against 
eating of the fruit of the tree thou sayest the Holy One, 
blessed be He, commanded us, behold I shall eat of it and 
not die. Thou too, if thou eat of it shalt not die!” What did 
Eve think in her mind? “All the things about which my 
master admonished me at first are false”—for at first Eve 
addressed Adam only as “my master.” Forthwith she took 
of the fruit and ate, and gave some to Adam and he ate; 
as it is said, “And when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, etc. 
(Gen. 3: 6).” 
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7 With ten curses was Eve cursed at that time; as it is 
said, “Unto the woman He said: I will greatly multiply thy 
pain and thy travail; in pain thou shalt bring forth 
children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband and he 
shall rule over thee (Gen. 3: 16).” (I will greatly multiply 
thy pain) refers to the two kinds of blood discharges, one 
the blood of menstrual pain and the other the blood of 
virginal pain. And thy travail refers to pregnancy pain. In 
pain thou shalt bring forth children is self—explanatory. 
And thy desire shall be to thy husband teaches this, that a 
woman longs for her husband when he is gone on a 
journey. And he shall rule over thee: for man demands 
gratification outspokenly, but woman demands it in her 
heart, her head covered like a mourner and as though she 
were bound in prison and banned from all men. 

 

 
 

What led to Eve’s touching the tree? It was the hedge 
which Adam put around his words. Hence it has been 
said: If a man puts an (excessive) hedge around his words, 
he shall not be able to stand by his words. Hence it has 
also been said: Let no man add to what he hears. Rabbi 
Yose says: Better (a standing fence of) ten handbreadths 
than (one of) a hundred cubits which has broken down.  

 
What was the wicked serpent contemplating at that 
time? He thought: I shall go and kill Adam and wed his 
wife, and I shall be king over the whole world. I shall walk 
with upright posture and eat all the world’s dainties. Said 
the Holy One, blessed be He, to him, “Thy thought was, I 
shall kill Adam and wed Eve; therefore I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman (Gen. 3: 15). Thy thought 
was, I shall be king over the whole world; therefore 
cursed art thou from among all cattle (Gen. 3: 14). Thy 
thought was, I shall walk with upright posture; therefore 
upon thy belly shalt thou go (ibid.). Thy thought was, I 
shall eat all the world’s dainties; therefore dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life" (ibid.) 

 

 
Rabbi Simeon ben Menasia says: Alas that a great servant 
was lost to the world! For had the serpent not been 
reduced to disgrace," everyone in Israel might have had 
two serpents in his home, one to send toward the west 
and another toward the east; and they could have 
brought back costly sardonyx, precious stones, pearls, 
and every kind of precious object in the world. No 
creature could have harmed them. Not only that but they 
could have been used instead of camels or donkeys or 
mules to carry out fertilizer to the orchards and gardens. 
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Rabbi Judah ben Bathyra says: Adam was reclining in the 
Garden of Eden and the ministering angels stood before 
him, roasting meat for him and cooling wine for him. 
Along came the serpent and saw him, beheld his glory, 
and grew jealous of him.  

 
How was Adam created? In the first hour the dust of which 
he was made was collected; in the second the model after 
which he was formed was created; in the third the soulless 
lump of him was made; in the fourth his limbs were tied 
together; in the fifth orifices were opened in him; in the 
sixth a soul was added to him; in the seventh he stood 
upright on his feet; in the eighth Eve was joined to him; in 
the ninth he was brought into the Garden of Eden; in the 
tenth he was commanded; in the eleventh he sinned; in the 
twelfth he was banished and made to leave the garden, 
confirming what is said, But man doth not lodge overnight in 
honor (Ps. 49: 13). 

 

 
The song that was recited (each day) in the Temple: On the 
first day (of the week): The earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fullness thereof; the world and they that dwell therein (Ps. 
24: 1). For it is He who possessed and giveth possession of 
the universe and He will judge it. On the second day: Great 
is the Lord, and highly to be praised, in the city of our God 
(Ps. 48:2). He sundered (in two) what He had made and 
became King over His universe. On the third day: God 
standeth in the congregation of God; in the midst of the 
judges He judgeth (Ps. 82: 1). He created the sea and the dry 
land, and the earth was unfolded in its place, and room was 
made for His congregation. On the fourth day: O Lord, Thou 
God to whom vengeance belongeth, Thou God to whom 
vengeance belongeth, shine forth (Ps. 94: 1). He created the 
sun and the moon and the stars and the constellations 
which give light to the world; and He shall punish their 
worshipers. On the fifth day: Sing aloud unto God our 
strength; shout unto the God of Jacob (Ps. 81:2). He created 
the fowl and the fish and the sea monsters who sing aloud 
(God’s praises) in the universe. On the sixth day? The Lord 
reigneth; He is clothed in majesty; the Lord is clothed, He 
hath girded Himself with strength; yea, the world is 
established, that it cannot be moved (Ps. 93: 1). He 
completed all His works and ascended and sat in the heights 
of the universe. On the seventh day: A Psalm, a Song. For 
the Sabbath day (Ps. 92: 1): For a day which is wholly 
sabbath, in which there is neither eating nor drinking nor 
trafficking, but the righteous sit with their crowns on their 
heads and are nourished by the splendor of the Shekinah; as 
it is said, And they beheld God, and did eat and drink  (Exod. 
24: 11)—like the ministering angels. 

 ן
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And what was the reason for this? So that he might enter 
upon his Sabbath meal immediately. 

 מיד שבת לסעודת שיכנס כדי למה כך כל

 
Rabbi Simeon ben Eleazar says: I shall tell thee a parable; 
to whom may Adam be likened? To a certain man who 
wed a proselyte. This man would sit admonishing her, 
saying to her, "My dear, do not eat bread when thy hands 
are unclean and do not eat fruits which have not been 
tithed; do not profane the Sabbaths and do not treat 
vows loosely and do not go about with other men: for if 
thou transgress any of these, verily thou shalt die." Now, 
what did that man do? He proceeded to eat bread in her 
presence while his hands were unclean, and he ate fruits 
which had not been tithed, and profaned the Sabbaths 
and treated vows loosely, and with his own hands put 
before her (what was forbidden). What did that proselyte 
say in her heart? All the things about which my husband 
admonished me at first are false. Forthwith she arose and 
transgressed them all. 

 

 
 

Rabbi Simeon ben Yohai says: I shall tell thee a parable; to 
whom may Adam be likened? To one who had a wife at 
home. What did that man do? He went and brought a jar 
and put into it figs and nuts, a definite number of them. 
Then he caught a scorpion and put it at the mouth of the 
jar. The jar he sealed with a tight—fitting lid and put it in 
a corner. "My dear," he said to her, “everything I have in 
this house is in thy hands, except this jar which thou 
mayest not touch at all."  What did that woman do? As 
soon as her husband left for the market place, she arose 
and opened the jar, and stuck her hand into it—and the 
scorpion stung her. She started back and fell on her 
couch. When her husband returned from the market 
place, he exclaimed, "What is this?" “I put my hand on 
the jar," she replied, “and a scorpion stung me; and now I 
am dying!” "Did I not tell thee so in the beginning,” he 
demanded, “everything I have in the house is in thy 
hands, except this jar which thou mayest not touch at 
all?" Forthwith he grew angry with her and sent her 
away. This is what Adam was like when the Holy One, 
blessed be He, said to him, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die (Gen. 2: 16-
17). When he ate of it, he was banished; confirming what 
is said, But man doth not lodge overnight in honor; he is 
like the beasts that perish (Ps. 49: 13). 
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On that day two lay down together and four arose.“ 
Rabbi Judah ben Bathyra says: On that day two lay down 
together and seven arose. 

' ר ארבעה] וירדו יםשנ למטה עלו ביום בו)
 למטה עלו ביום בו אומר בתירה בן יהודה
 '( ו[ וירדו שנים

 
On that day three decrees were decreed against Adam, as 
it is said, And unto Adam He said: Because thou hast 
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife . . . cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it .... Thorns 
also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt 
eat the herb of the field (Gen. 3: 17-18). As Adam heard 
the Holy One, blessed be He, say to him, And thou shalt 
eat the herb of the field, he (trembled in every limb.“  
"Master of the Universe," he cried, “shall my beast and I 
eat out of the same crib?" Said the Holy One, blessed be 
He, to him, "Because thou didst tremble in every limb, in 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" (Gen. 3: 19). 

 
 
 

 
 

And even as three decrees were decreed against Adam, 
so were three decrees decreed against Eve, as it is said, 
Unto the woman He said: Greatly will I multiply thy pain 
and thy travail; in pain thou shalt bring forth children; and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee (Gen. 3: 16). Greatly will I multiply thy pain and thy 
travail. Greatly teaches that when a woman is 
menstruating, at the beginning of her period she is in 
pain. Will I multiply teaches that the first time a woman 
cohabits it is painful for her. Thy pain and thy travail 
teaches that the first three months after a woman has 
conceived, her face turns ugly and pallid. 

 

 
When eventime came, Adam saw the world grow dark 
and the sun setting in the west. “Woe unto me!" he cried. 
"Because I have sinned, the Holy One, blessed be He, is 
making the world around me to grow dark"——for he did 
not know that this was the way of the world. The 
following morning when he saw the world grow light and 
the sun rising in the east, he rejoiced exceedingly. He 
arose and built altars and brought an ox whose horns 
extended beyond its hoofs; and he offered it up as a 
burnt offering; as it is said, And it shall please the Lord 
better than a bullock whose horns extend beyond its 
hoofs (Ps. 69: 32). 
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The ox which Adam offered up and the bullock which 
Noah offered up and the ram which Abraham our 
father offered on the altar in place of his son—all of 
them had horns extending beyond their hoofs, as it is 
said, And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his 
horns (Gen. 22: 13).  

 עיניו את אברהם וישא( כב בראשית) שנאמר
 .נאחז אחר איל והנה וירא

 
 

At that time three groups of ministering angels came 
down, and in their hands were lures and lyres and all 
kinds of musical instruments. And they sang the song 
of praise with Adam; as it is said, A Psalm, a Song. For 
the sabbath day. It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord . . . to declare Thy loving-kindness in the 
morning, and Thy faithfulness in the night seasons (Ps. 
92: 1-3). To declare Thy loving—kindness in the 
morning refers to the world to come, which is 
compared to the mornings; as it is said, They are new 
every morning; great is Thy faithfulness (Lam. 3: 23). 
And Thy faithfulness in the night seasons refers to this 
world, which is compared to the nights; as it is said, 
The burden of Dumah. One calleth unto me out of Seir: 
Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night? (Isa. 21: 11). 
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At that time the Holy One, blessed be He, said, “If I do 
not punish him, I will be destroying the whole 
universe." Moreover, He exclaimed, “This one I had 
made king over the whole world; how he degenerated 
and ate of the fruit of the tree!" Forthwith He turned 
to him and cursed him, as it is said, And the Lord God 
said unto the serpent, etc. (Gen. 3: I4 5.). Rabbi  Yose 
says: Had his curse not been included after theirs, he 
would have destroyed the whole universe. When the 
Holy One, blessed be He, created Adam, He formed 
him (with two faces), front and back, as it is said, Thou 
hast fashioned me in back and in front, and laid Thy 
hand upon me (Ps. 139: 5). Then the ministering angels 
came down to destroy him, but the Holy One, blessed 
be He, took him up and put him under His wings, as it 
is said, And Thou hast laid Thy hand upon me.  Another 
interpretation of And Thou hast laid Thy hand upon 
me: when Adam sinned, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
took away one of his faces. Hence we learn that when 
Adam and the Temple were created, they were 
created with both of God’s hands. How do we know 
that Adam was created with both of His hands? For it 
is said, Thy hands have made me and fashioned me 
(Ps. 119: 73). How do we know that the Temple was 
created with both His hands? For it is said, The 
sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have established 
(Exod. 15: I7). 

 
 

 
 
 

And it says, And He brought them to His holy border, 
the mountain, which His right hand had gotten (Ps. 78: 
54). It says also, The Lord shall reign for ever and ever 
(Exod. 15: 18) . 

 הר קדשו גבול אל ויביאם( עח תהלים) ואומר) 
 ימלוך' ה( טו שמות) ואומר. ימינו קנתה זה

 (:ועד לעולם
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


