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“The king has brought me into his chambers (Canticles 1:4).”
We learned in a Mishna:

Four entered the pardes.

Ben Azzai, and Ben Zoma, and Elisha b. Abuya,

and R. Aqgiba.

Ben Azzai gazed and was smitten.
Concerning it is said,
“If you have found honey, eat only enough [etc.] (Prov 25:16).”

Ben Zoma gazed and perished.

Concerning it is said,
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints (Ps 116:15).”

Elisha b. Abuya cut the shoots.

How did he cut the shoots?

When he would enter

a synagogue or house of study

and saw children making progress in the Torah,

he uttered incantations over them

which brought them to a stop;

and of him it is said,

“Suffer not thy mouth to bring thy flesh into guilt (Eccl 5:5).”
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21 R Agiba entered in peace and came out in peace. DI7WA RX'I DI7W2 01D KAV Y N
22 He said: It is not because | am greater than my colleagues, nann X 72Imaw non X7 Nl 2
23 but thus taught the Sages in the Mishnah: MYUN1 0'ON Y D XIX P
24 Thy deeds bring thee near [to heaven] 2 Y'wyn P
25 and thy deeds keep thee far. PN Yy'wynp P
26 And of him it is said, mN v R
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“The king has brought me into his chambers (Canticles 1:4).”

TN )M XN



