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R. Nahman said: He who is as skilled in refuting the Minim as
is R. Idith, let him do so; but not otherwise. Once a Min said
to R. Idith: It is written, “And unto Moses He said, Come up to
the Lord (Exodus 24:1).” But surely it should have stated,
Come up unto me! — It was Metatron [who said that], he
replied, whose name is similar to that of his Master, for it is
written, “For my name is in him (Exodus 23:21).” But if so, [he
retorted,] we should worship him! The same passage,
however, — replied R. Idith says: “Be not rebellious against
him (Exodus 23:22),” i.e., exchange Me not for him. But if so,
why is it stated: “He will not pardon your transgression? He
answered: By our troth we would not accept him even as a
messenger, for it is written, “And he said unto him, If Thy
[personal] presence go not etc. (Exodus 33:15).”
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R. Aha said to R. Nahman b. Isaac: Since the day of the
destruction of the temple, there is no laughter for the Holy
One, blessed be He. Whence do we know that there is not?
Shall we say from the verse, “And on that day did the Lord,
the God of Hosts, call to weeping and lamentation? (Isaiah
22:12).” But this refers to that day and no more. Shall we then
say, from this verse: “If | forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget her cunning, let my tongue cleave to the roof of
my mouth if | do not remember thee? (Psalms 137:5-6).” But
this, too, excludes forgetfulness, but not laughter. Hence, [it
is known] from the verse, “I have long time held my peace, |
have been still, and refrained myself, now will | cry (Isaiah
42:14).” What then does God do in the fourth quarter? — He
sits and instructs the school children, as it is said, “Whom shall
one teach knowledge, and whom shall one make to
understand the message? Them that are weaned from the
milk (Isaiah 28:9).” Who instructed them theretofore? — If
you like, you may say Metatron, or it may be said that God
did this as well as other things. And what does He do by night?
— If you like you may say, the kind of thing He does by day;
or it may be said that He rides a light cherub, and floats in
eighteen thousand worlds; for it is said, The chariots of God
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are myriads, even thousands shinan (Psalms 68:18).” Do not
read Shinan, [repeated], but she-enan [that are not]; or it
may be said, He sits and listens to the song of the Hayyoth, as
it is said, “By the day the Lord will command His
lovingkindness and in the night His song shall be with me
(Psalms 42:9).”
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R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Jonathan: The
following verse was uttered by the Genius of the Universe: “I
have been young and now | am old (Psalms 37:25).” For who
else could have said it! If the Holy One, blessed be He, be
suggested, is there any old age in his case? Then David must
have said it? But was he so old? Consequently it must be
concluded that the Genius of the Universe had said it.
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R. Johanan says in the name of R. Jose: How do we know that
the Holy One, blessed be He, says prayers? Because it says:
Even them will | bring to My holy mountain and make them
joyful in My house of prayer (Isaiah 56:7).” It is not said, 'their
prayer', but 'My prayer'; hence [you learn] that the Holy One,
blessed be He, says prayers. What does He pray? — R. Zutra
b. Tobi said in the name of Rab: 'May it be My will that My
mercy may suppress My anger, and that My mercy may
prevail over My [other] attributes, so that | may deal with My
children in the attribute of mercy and, on their behalf, stop
short of the limit of strict justice'. It was taught: R. Ishmael b.
Elisha says: | once entered into the innermost part [of the
Sanctuary] to offer incense and saw Akathriel Jah, the Lord of
Hosts, seated upon a high and exalted throne. He said to me:
Ishmael, My son, bless Me! | replied: May it be Thy will that
Thy mercy may suppress Thy anger and Thy mercy may prevail
over Thy other attributes, so that Thou mayest deal with Thy
children according to the attribute of mercy and mayest, on
their behalf, stop short of the limit of strict justice! And He
nodded to me with His head. Here we learn [incidentally] that
the blessing of an ordinary man must not be considered lightly
in your eyes.
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