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e The discussion in Tosephta begins with nwwa nimva 'wt 'R (“sexual
prohibitions may not be expounded by three), thus framing the discussion
with a sexual tone.

e The word Pardes appears three times in the Bible, always referring to a
garden. That one of the three references is from Canticles 4:13 and is about
the feminine is particularly interesting.

Canticles 1:4 T:X D"'YUn 1'Y 190
Your plants (thighs) are an orchard D'TAN 9 DY DN 0T I'N7Y
of pomegranates with choice fruits, :0'"T71) DV DM9D

with henna and nard.

e This would make us rethink the meaning of 10121 nvax, (“four entered.”)

e The three who gaze do not fair well. This would correspond to the Talmudic
suggestion that gazing during intercourse is forbidden. See B. Talmud
Nedarim 20a:

Rabbi Aha, son of Rabbi Yoshiya, says: 72 WmIx n'wN' 112 KON 10
Anyone who watches women will n71av % X2 1910 D'wa1 NAIXN
ultimately come to sin, and anyone who |"In NnWX 2w napyua 220n0onn 721
looks at the heel of a woman will have qoI' 21 K 210N 2'RkW D2 17
indecent children as a punishment. Rav |2 |lunw 21 N N7 NN
Yosef said: And this relates to all women, nan'on DN NPT NAPY WP
including his wife when she has the ApYUN TA2D 112N KInY
status of a menstruating woman. Rabbi

Shimon ben Lakish said: The heel of a

woman that is mentioned is not the heel

of the foot, but the place of

uncleanliness, i.e., the genitalia, and it is

called a heel as a euphemism, as it is

situated opposite the heel.



Rabbi Yohanan ben Dehavai said: The nuaIx '®anT |2 aNI' 21 NN
ministering angels told me four matters: |"a'n NMwn a8 2 1IN0 DNAT
For what reason do lame people come nNnX DAY 190 |"In NN 29N
into existence? It is because their fathers 19n |"1n nn 19N DM%'~ DINYIY
overturn their tables, i.e., they engage in D'waN DIpn INIX 2V D'pPYINY
sexual intercourse in an atypical way. For DNaonw 1nan |"In NN 1an
what reason do mute people come into "IN NN 19N |'NID WINYN NYwa
existence? It is because their fathers kiss DIPN ININA D'72N0NW 19N
that place of nakedness. For what reason

do deaf people come into existence? It is

because their parents converse while

engaging in sexual intercourse. For what

reason do blind people come into

existence? It is because their fathers stare

at that place.

e Three out of the four proof verses can easily be associated with sexuality.

Proverbs 25:16 TD:N2 'WN 190
If you have found honey, eat only ANMRPDLNYAYVA 9 94T 22K DINXD wAT
enough for you, lest you have your

fill of it and vomit it.

Ecclesiastes 5:5 N:N N7270p 190
Do not allow your mouth to cause sin 78I 77wa NX X'DN? 7' NIX NN X
to your flesh, and say not before the nn% X' NAY 2 xRN 197 1INA
messenger that it is an error; why nwyn nx %an1 3%ip v DW%xn 9¥p!
should God be wroth with your voice AT
and destroy the work of your hands?

Canticles 1:4 T:X D"1'Win 1'Y 190
Take me away with you—let us 1170 7700 IR XN 0K 12Wn
hurry! Let the king bring me into his  |“n 7T N1 72 NN N2
chambers. We rejoice and delight in AANN DYN
you; we will praise your love more

than wine.

e Manuscript that uses |'T" (to satisfy) as opposed to Tt (to move).



