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X2 719 na'an N20N XNOO0IN

1 Not expounded are the laws of illicit sexual relations by NY7wWd NNy 'WIT 'R X
three (people together),

2 but may be expounded by two. DIYA 'WIIT7aR 2
3 [Nor] the Work of Creation by two, DY N'UXI] nwyna [K71] 2

4 but may be expounded by one. TN 'WIT AR T
> Nor the Chariot by one alone, T'N'2 NN X7 D
® unless he was wise and understood on his own accord. INYTN ['an DON AN O RN !

7 Astory of R. Johanan b. Zakkai, 'OT AN QM wyn T

8 who was riding upon a donkey, AMNN 2y DN Yy N0
® when R. Eleazar b. Arakh, W RATYIR Y A v
10 who was driving a donkey behind him. IMNX N

11 He said to him, 17 MR N
12 “Rabbi, teach me one section of the work of the chariot.” N2DIN NWYN1 TNX 719 Ny a0
13 He said to him, 17 My ™
14 “Have | not said to you from the beginning n7Nnnn ']5 '"MINN |2 N?oT
15 that they do not teach the chariot with one person, T'N'2 N2 Y 'Ry 19
16 unless he is a sage able to understand on his own NYTA AN DN AN PORNIN ™

accord?”

17" He said to him, “Let me now discuss before you.” 197 xR NNYN 7M. "
18 He said to him, “Speak on.” AN 17 M
19 R. Eleazar b. Arakh began W 2ITYR A NNe
20 and expounded concerning the works of the chariot. NN NWyna vATl ?
2L R.Johanan b. Zakkai got down from his donkey AMNN N ROT 2 N T R
22 and wrapped himself in his tallith. IN'702 quynal
23 The two sat down on a stone underneath the olive tree N'TN NNN AN 22 7Y DNIY w2
24 and he discussed before him. M97 NNl ™
25 He stood up and kissed him on the head and said, NN IpYI Y ™
%6 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel KWW IR ‘NN P
27 who has given a son to Abraham our father 1'AX DNAX? A M WUR P
28 who knows how to understand [an? vy ™
22 and to expound the glory of his Father in Heaven. D'MWYIY I'AX TIADA wNTE v
30 Some expound well and do not perform well, DUpPN AN 'REYAIT AN w7
31 perform well and do not expound well. WIIT DX 'R D' N &
32 Eleazar b. Arakh expounds well and performs well. DN AN WAIT AR [ [ATuINR] Y
33 a7

Blessed are you Abraham our father

12'aX [DNNAX] UR
1



34 that Eleazar b. Arakh has come forth from your loins,
3> who knows how to understand
36 and expound the glory of his Father in Heaven.
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1 R.Jose b.R. Judah says,

2 R.Joshua discussed before R. Johanan b. Zakkai,
3 R. Akiba discussed before R. Joshua,

4 Hananiah b. Hahinai discussed before R. Akiba.
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1 Four entered the pardes.

2 One gazed and perished,

3 one gazed and was smitten,

4 one gazed and cut the shoots,

> and one went up in peace and came down in peace.

6 Ben Azzai gazed and perished.
7 Concerning him Scripture states,

8  “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints
(Ps 116:15).”

° Ben Zoma gazed and was smitten.
10 Concerning him Scripture states,

1 “1f you have found honey, eat only enough [etc.] (Prov
25:16).”

12 Elisha gazed and cut the shoots.

13 Concerning him Scripture states,

4 “Let not your flesh into sin etc. (Eccl 5:5).”
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R. Akiba went up in peace and came down in peace.
Concerning him scripture states,
“Draw me after you [etc.] (Cant. 1:4).”
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They employed a parable.

To what may this be compared?

To the pardes of a king

with an upper chamber built above it.
What should a man do?

He should gaze,

only he should not feed [his eyes] from it.
only he should not move [his eyes] from it.

They employed another parable:

To what may this be compared?

To a highway that passes between two roads,
one of fire and one of snow.

He who turns aside this way is scorched by fire.
He who turns aside that way is scorched by snow.
What should a man do?

Let him walk in the middle only,

Only let him not turn aside,

neither this way nor that way.
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A story concerning R. Joshua who was walking on a highway,
and Ben Zoma was coming toward him.

When he reached him, he did not greet him.

He said to him, “From whence Ben Zoma?”

He said to him, "I was looking upon creation,

and between the upper waters and the nether waters,
there is not even a hand breadth [of distance],

for it says,

“God’s Spirit hovered upon the face of the waters (Gen 1:2).”
And it says,

“an eagle that stirs up its nest, etc. (Deut. 32:11).”

Just as this eagle flutters above its nest,
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touching and not touching,

so too there is no more space between the upper waters
more than a hand breadth.

Said R. Yehoshu'a to his disciples:

Ben Zoma already is on the outside.

It was not many days before Ben Zoma departed.
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Whoever reflects upon four things

would have been better off had he not been born:
What is above, what is below, what is

before, and what is behind.

One might think before the creation;

therefore Scripture says,
“From the day that God created man upon the earth (Deut 4:32).”

One might think, before the orders of the seasons were created,;

therefore Scripture says,
“And from one end of the heavens to the other (Deut 4:32).”

For what purpose does Scripture say,

“From the day that God created man upon the earth?”
From the day that God created man upon the earth, you expound;

and you do not expound
what is above, and what below,
what was, and what is going to be.
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