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In this kina, HaKalir uses a similar st;ucture to that of Kina 9, namely an imagined dialogue
between God and the mourning nation, with alternating refrains reflecting the two voices. The
kina is based on the Midrash (Eikha Raba, Petilita 24) which describes the prophet Jeremiah
calling upon the patriarchs to beg for mercy for their exiled children. Commentary for this kina
begins on page 472.
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X Then, Jeremiah went to the graves of the patriarchs
and said, “Dear departed ones,
why do you lie dormant?
3 Your children are exiled, and their homes destroyed!
Where is the merit of their forefathers, earned in the wilderness?”
If they, mortal men, transgressed the covenant, where is the
merit of those who accepted the covenant [the patriarchs]?

3 They all cried out in lament
over the absent children.
71 They prayed for mercy from the One who dwells on high:
“Where is the promise, ‘T will remember the covenant with the ancients’?”
What can I do for you, My children? This is My decree!

i1 [God responded,] “They exchanged My honor for naught.
They had no fear and no remorse.
) I turned My eyes from them, but they did not repent or show distress.
How can I restrain Myself when they deny Me?”
If they, mortal men, transgressed the covenant, where is the
merit of those who accepted the covenant [the patriarchs]?

t The father of the multitude [Abraham] shouted in their defense,
and pleaded with the exalted God:
r “Is it in vain that I suffered ten trials?
Now I see their collapse.
Where is the promise, ‘Fear not, Abraham!’?”
What can I do for you, My children? This is My decree!

v [God responded, ] “They erred and estranged themselves
by worshiping idols.
* They intended to hew cisterns, broken cisterns.
How can I restrain Myself when they have annulled the
Ten Commandments?”
If they, mortal men, transgressed the covenant, where is the
merit of those who accepted the covenant [the patriarchs]?

Lev. 26:45

Gen. 15:1



471 PP - 283 YWD MY

P 1% 99 / Py Mg iz
PION PIgy W M/ P 2R 03 Y
PIYYTIN DD VI AL 7Y
us’m NOTT T / 23 u:'7 YN o

X3 ,0 xa

YT YT Y/ TR I
e ny / M K vnm"):
91 P o PO TR
Y303 ML / 913 N3P DT O

KTV

A7 pans nipnt/ Aon3 19 R
Agmannm P/ Ahw3 mnsw Wy "7’71;:
q‘m 7192 DRT3 OB, P01 PR

721,53 W03 / g3 Y Y2
1 bz e/ RN P T XY
m’m -KY 12 e )
200D ML / F13 NY DTS O

.mY

magb by nosing ;K733 ’717
ma ‘m 230 ANIMY '7m
P Y3 NP -11‘7: / s '15’7:

oniwn '7: xax xn / oonmanb oonn 2w
:on3 m‘v; aztwn w1/ u:mn’v 1‘7:: ’nn‘vw

KINOT & COMMENTARY FOR THE DAY OF TISHA BAV 470

3 So Isaac screamed to the One who dwells on high,
b “Was it in vain that I was inscribed to be slaughtered?
Now my descendants are crushed and obliterated.
Where is the promise, ‘My covenant, I will maintain with Isaac!’?”
What can I do for you, My children? This is My decree!

1 [God responded,] “They rebelled against Jeremiah
and profaned Mount Moriah.
J I tire of hearing the cry
that rises up from oblivion.
How can I restrain Myself over the murder of Zechariah?”
If they, mortal men, transgressed the covenant, where is the
merit of those who accepted the covenant [the patriarchs]?

D [Jacob,] who was born to study, spoke up,
shedding tears like a crocodile,
3 “The children I raised with such travail,
how they have been shorn from me and are gone.
And I have been punished a thousand-fold for the blood they shed.”
What can I do for you, My children? This is My decree!

5 The faithful shepherd [Moses] uttered,
ground into ash and dirtied,
¥ “The sheep I nurtured in my lap
are prematurely shorn!
Where is the promise, ‘[Israel] is not bereft!’?”
If they, mortal men, transgressed the covenant, where is the
merit of those who accepted the covenant [the patriarchs]?

7 The sound of Leah’s wail, pounds upon her heart;
9 her sister Rachel bemoans her children;
Zilpah, slaps her face;
Bilhah, laments with both hands!
What can I do for you, My children? This is My decree!

¥ [God’s final response:] “Return, perfect ones, to your place of rest.
I will indeed fulfill your requests.

@ I was sent to Babylon because of you,
and will return your children from exile.”

Gen 17:21

Is.1:14

Jer. s1:5



