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+§{ BLESSINGS OF PRAISE AND GRATITUDE J3
BLESSINGS OVER PHENOMENA AND EVENTS

The first three blessings of this section may be recited only once each day, unless the skies have:
cleared completely and then the clouds returned. Except as otherwise indicated, the remaininy,
blessings are recited only if thirty days have elapsed since the phenomenon was last seen.

If unsure whether to recite one of the blessings in this section on a particular occasion, recite th
blessing but omit the opening clause, ‘Blessed ... universe,” and substitute, ‘Blessed is He.”

Upori seeing lightning:
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who makes the work of Creation.

Upon hearing thunder:

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
for His strength and His power fill the universe.

Upon seeing a rainbow in the sky:

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who remembers the covenant, is trustworthy in His covenant,
and fulfills His word.

Upon experiencing an earthquake, or seeing a comet, exceptionally lofty mountains,
or exceptionally large rivers (in their natural course):

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who makes the work of Creation.

Upon seeing the ocean (some authorities include the Mediterranean Sea in this category):

Blessed are Ycu, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who made the great sea.

Upon seeing exceptionally beautiful people, trees or fields:
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who has such in His universe.

Upon seeing exceptionally strange-looking people or animals:
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who mabkes the creatures different.
Upon seeing fruit trees in bloom during the spring (this blessing may be recited only once each year):
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
for nothing is lacking in His universe, and He created in it good creatures
and good trees, to cause mankind pleasure with them.

Upon seeing an outstanding Torah scholar:

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who has apportioned of His knowledge to those who fear Him.

Upon seeing an outstanding secular scholar:

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who has given of His knowledge to human beings.
Upon seeing a gentile king who rules fawfully, but who cannot be overruled, and who has the power

of life and death, the following is recited. Regarding modern-day elected rulers, opinions differ. Most
authorities suggest that the blessing be recited with the phrase ‘are You ... universe’ omitted.

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who has given of His glory to human beings.
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The first three blessings of this section may be recited only once each day, unless the skies _ha‘lve
cleared completely and then the clouds returned. Except as otherwise indicated, the remaining
blessings are recited only if thirty days have elapsed since the phenomenon was last seen.

If unsure whether to recite one of the blessings in this section on a particular occasion, recite the
blessing, but omit the phrase ‘D27 ... NAR.

Upon seeing lightning:
WK Owyn Ay o%iyn aon Wby mim ang g
Upon hearing thunder:
o7y Kon Ny sy 0%y 37p Wb mim K 2
Upon seeing a rainbow in the sky:
071y 799 Wby M aRK P2
MK DY) N33 TR N 9

Upon experiencing an earthquake, or seeing a comet, exceptionally lofty mountains,
or exceptionally large rivers (in their natural course):

JWRTI Twyn Ay 0%y 97 waby mm ank Pl
Upon seeing the ocean (some authorities include the Mediterranean Sea in this category):
5130 o nx igyw 0% q7n waby mim inx a3
Upon seeing exceptionally beautiful people, trees or fields:
An%iva 19 naaw By %R WESK M ARk 13
Upon seeing exceptionally strange-looking people or animals:
Dim3T mwn 0%y 1590 wnbx mm anx 2
Upon seeing fruit trees in bloom during the spring (this blessing may be recited only once each year):
12 K721 ,7127 in%iva Ten k5w ,0%ivi 970 WK M anK ;02
DX "3 072 Nian% o N niaiv nima
Upon seeing an outstanding Torah scholar:
T NP3 PO D7D 170 WIOK M ApK 13
Upon seeing an outstanding secular scholar:
BT} W37 R W DAV AR WK M a0 33

Upon seeing a gentile king who rules lawfully, but who cannot be overruled, and who has the power
of life and death, the following is recited. Regarding modern-day elected rulers, opinions differ. Most
authorities suggest that the blessing be recited with the phrase D297 ... NHX omitted.

OT 2% 11290 1w 0%ivn 99 waby mm oy 3

the declaration beginning KW i, Whatever is,  recited in a language that he understands.

should be recited. Moreover, this declaration The laws regarding these matters are varied
must be understood by the person separating the  and one going to Eretz Yisrael or eating produce
terumah and tithes, and should therefore be that grew there should become familiar with
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Upon seeing 600,000 or more Jews together:
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Knower of secrets.

Upon one’s first meeting with a friend who has recovered from a life-threatening illness:

Blessed is the Merciful One, King of the universe,
Who has given you to us, and has not given you to the dust.

Upon seeing a destroyed synagogue:

Blessed are You, HasHEM, our God, King of the universe,

the true Judge.
Upon seeing a destroyed synagogue that has been restored to its previous grandeur

(many omit the words in parentheses):

Blessed (are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe),
Who sets a limit for a widow.

Upon seeing a place where one had earlier experienced a miracle that saved him from imminent
danger (one who experienced such salvation in more than one place during his lifetime must append
a roster of the other places to the end of the blessing):

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,

Who performed a miracle for me at this place (and at ...).

Upon seeing a place where one’s parents, forebears, Torah teacher,
or the nation as a whole was miraculously saved from imminent danger:

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,

Who performed a miracle for
my father/my mother/my forebears/my teacher/our ancestors
at this place.

VARIOUS BLESSINGS

Upon (a) eating seasonal fruits of a new season for the first time;
(b) purchasing a new garment of significant value to the wearer (e.g., a new suit or dress);
(c) performance of a seasonal mitzvah; or (d) deriving significant benefit from an event
(if others also benefit, the blessing ‘Who is good and does good” — see below — is substituted):

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,

Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to this season.
Upon hearing unusually good news that benefits both oneself and others:
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,

Who is good and does good.
Upon hearing unusually bad news:
Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
the true Judge.
Upon donning a new garment of significant value to the wearer (e.g., a new suit or dress):

Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe,
Who clothes the naked.

them. Here, we offer only the texts that must be  eaten nor may it be thrown away. It should be
recited when the tithes are separated. wrapped up and buried or put aside to
The bit of food that was set aside may not be  decompose naturally.
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Upon seeing 600,000 or more Jews together:
O] 020 0%y 7R wabx mim apx M3
Upon one’s first meeting with a friend who has recovered from a life-threatening illness:
KIDY? W K117 920 7T x9%YT Ko Nppm 72
Upon seeing a destroyed synagogue:
JMKT 11 .0%7 970 bR mim K 2

Upon seeing a destroyed synagogue that has been restored to its previous grandeur
(many omit the words in parentheses):

AP S 2ym @ 0 wnbx mm apx) 2

Upon seeing a place where one had earlier experienced a miracle that saved him from imminent
danger (one who experienced such salvation in more than one place during his lifetime must append
a roster of the other places to the end of the blessing):

(...20) M7 DIpR3 L1 7 "YW 07T 77 WK M K N3

Upon seeing a place where one’s parents, forebears, Torah teacher,
or the nation as a whole was miraculously saved from imminent danger:

gyw 2w 7R WYX M K 103
the nation ‘ teacher ‘ forebears arent

WK % NiaKY | M7 /1KY
i1 DipnR2 01

mnw niana

Upen (a) eating seasonal fruits of a new season for the first time;
(b) purchasing a new garment of significant value to the wearer (e.g., a new suit or dress);
(c) performance of a seasonal mitzvah; or (d) deriving significant benefit from an event
(if others also benefit, the blessing 22011 2191 — see below — is substituted):

071v7 7 wiabK M K 2
T Paf2 N 2wy
Upon hearing unusually good news which benefits both oneself and others:
amnm 2w 0%iyg 97 bR mm K P
Upon hearing unusually bad news:

DRI 11,0707 790 WwEOK M anK 02

Upon donning a new garment of significant value to the wearer (e.g., a new suit or dress):

oy wabn oYy 79n wnbx mm anx 02



