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He used to say:

Everyone whose wisdom exceeds his
deeds, to what may he be likened? To
a tree whose branches (are many) and
whose roots few, and the wind comes
and uproots it and overturns it on its
face. As it says, “That person will be
like a bush in the wastelands; they will
not see prosperity when it comes.
They will dwell in the parched places of
the desert, in a salt land where no one
lives (Jeremiah 17:6).”

And everyone whose deeds exceed his
wisdom, to what may he be likened?
To a tree whose branches are few and
whose roots are many, {so} even if all
the winds come and blow upon it, they
do not stir it from its place. As it says,
“They will be like a tree planted by the
water that sends out its roots by the
stream. It does not fear when heat
comes; its leaves are always green. It
has no worries in a year of drought and
never fails to bear fruit (Jeremiah
17:8).”
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