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Succession 
 

HOMER ILIAD – 2:110  

“Then among them lord Agamemnon uprose, bearing in his hands the sceptre which Hephaestus had wrought 
with toil. Hephaestus gave it to king Zeus, son of Cronos, and Zeus gave it to the messenger Argeïphontes; 
and Hermes, the lord, gave it to Pelops, driver of horses, and Pelops in turn gave it to Atreus, shepherd of the 
host; and Atreus at his death left it to Thyestes, rich in flocks, and Thyestes again left it to Agamemnon to 
bear, that so he might be lord of many isles and of all Argos. 

 
 

AVOT D’RABBI NATHAN B – CHAPTER 1 אבות דרבי נתן נוסחא ב פרק א 
Moses received the Torah from Sinai and passed it on 
to Joshua, and Joshua to the elders, and the elder to 
the judges, and the judges to the prophets, and the 
prophets to Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi passed (it) on to the men of 
the Great Assembly  

משה קבל תורה מסיני ומסרה ליהושע ויהושע  
לזקנים וזקנים לשופטים ושופטים לנביאים ונביאים  
לחגי ולזכריה ולמלאכי חגי זכריה ומלאכי מסרו  

 לאנשי כנסת הגדולה 

 
 

AVOT D’RABBI NATHAN A – CHAPTER 1  פרק א אאבות דרבי נתן נוסחא 
Joshua received from Moses, as it is said, “And thou 
shalt put of thy honor upon him, that all the 
congregation of the children of Israel may hearken 
(Num. 27: 20). The Elders received from Joshua, as it 
is said, “And the people served the Lord all the days 
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the Lord, 
that He had wrought for Israel (Jud. 2: 7).” The Judges 
received from the Elders, as it is said, “And it came to 
pass in the days when (only) the judges judged (Ruth 
1: 1).” The Prophets received from the Judges, as it is 
said, “And though I have sent unto you all My servants 
the prophets, sending them daily betimes and often 
(Jer. 7: 25).”  Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi received 
from the Prophets. The Men of the Great Assembly 
received from Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi; and 
they said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, and 
raise many disciples, and make a hedge about the 
Torah. 

יהושע קבל ממשה, שנאמר, )במדבר כז, כ(  
עדת בני  "ונתתה מהודך עליו, למען ישמעו כל 

ישראל". זקנים קבלו מיהושע, שנאמר, )שופטים  
ב, ז( "ויעבדו העם את ה' כל ימי יהושע וכל ימי  
הזקנים אשר האריכו ימים אחרי יהושע אשר ראו  
את כל מעשה ה' הגדול אשר עשה לישראל".  
שופטים קבלו מיהושע, שנאמר, )רות א, א( "ויהי  

ם,  בימי שפוט השופטים". נביאים קבלו משופטי
שנאמר, )ירמיהו ז, כה( "ואשלח אליכם את כל  
עבדי הנביאים יום השכם ושלוח". חגי זכריה  
ומלאכי קבלו מנביאים. אנשי כנסת הגדולה קבלו  
מחגי זכריה ומלאכי. והם אמרו שלשה דברים: הוו  
מתונין בדין, והעמידו תלמידים הרבה, ועשו סייג  

 לתורה: 

 
 
  



 
 

 


