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S H A B B AT  B U L L E T I N  

Serving the Orthodox Community of  
Houston for over 100 years 

 

January 14, 2017 
16 Tevet 5777 

 
 

Torah Sefer: Genesis 
Parasha: Vayechi 
Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12 

 
————————————— 
Shabbat Enhanced Kiddush in 
Freedman Hall: Sponsored by 
Elena & Barry Diner in honor of 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ariel. 
 
Shabbat Kiddush next week:  
Sponsorship is greatly appreciated 
__________________________ 
Seudah Shlishit in Taubenhaus 
Hall.   
 
Seudah Shlishit next week:   
Sponsorship is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

United Orthodox Synagogues 

The David & Ruth Mitzner Building 
9001 Greenwillow 
Houston, TX 77096 

713-723-3850 

Rabbi Barry Gelman 
Rabbi Emeritus Joseph Radinsky z’l 

Cantor Emeritus Irving Dean 
President Mr. Rick Guttman 

The Eruv is up.  

The greatest chessed (kindness) you can do for someone in shul is to let 
them pray undisturbed. Please refrain from talking during services. 

Stay Connected: 
UOS: www.uosh.org 

Robert M. Beren Academy: 
www.berenacademy.org 

UOS Goldberg Montessori: 
www.uosgms.org 

 LOUIS AND LEAH YAFFEE BNEI AKIVA PROGRAM: 

Please see page 4 for care calendars for 
Julius Chapman and Brenda Berger 

UOS Welcomes Students From Yeshiva University's  
Coast -to-Coast Winter Mission (Jan. 15-22). 

 
Sponsored by Bella & Jeff Morgan in honor of Bella’s Mother, 

Dr. Ellen Schanzer,  
who lived her life with the utmost respect for the Torah Umada. 

 
Yeshiva University’s week-long Jewish Life Coast-to-Coast winter mission 
aims to introduce undergraduate students to the inner workings of Jewish  
communities of different sizes and stages of development across the United 
States.  During this year’s mission to Houston, participants will stay with  
members of UOS, teach in shul, interact with our youth and participate in 
Bnei Akiva activities. They will also teach and engage with K-12 students at  
Robert M. Beren Academy, and meet with Rabbis, educators, medical pro-
fessionals and communal leaders who will discuss the history, personalities 
and challenges that have shaped their Jewish community’s unique identity.   
Along the way, the YU students will also have the opportunity to tour 
Houston’s distinctive sites and attractions. UOS is pleased to be partnering 
with Yeshiva University, RMBA and Bnei Akiva in this program. 

Mazal Tov  
 

Elena & Barry Diner on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ariel 

 

Nathan Plumb on becoming an Eagle Scout 

 

Leora & Les Nowitz on the birth on their grandson 

Shabbat  No Teen Minyan 
10:15 am: Torah Bowl Aleph 
10:15 am: Torah Bowl Bet 
10:15 am: Tot Shabbat 
No Snif  

http://www.berenacademy.org
http://www.uosgms.org
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UNITED ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUES OF HOUSTON 

Friday January 13th 
7:00 am Shacharit 
5:25 pm Candle Lighting 
5:30 pm Mincha/Maariv 
 

Saturday January 14th 
No Class by Aharoni Carmel 
9:00 am Shacharit 
4:00 pm Class Gideon Miller 
4:30 pm Class by Rabbi Gelman 
5:15 pm Mincha  
5:45 pm Class by David Silberman  
6:26 pm Havdallah 
 
Sunday January 15th 
8:00 am Shacharit  
5:30 pm Mincha/Maariv 
                 
Monday January 16th 
6:45 am Shacharit 
5:30 pm Mincha/Maariv 
          
Tuesday January 17th 
7:00 am Shacharit 
5:30 pm Mincha/Maariv 
                       
Wednesday January 18th 
7:00 am Shacharit 
5:30 pm Mincha/Maariv 
                
Thursday January 19th 
6:45 am Shacharit 
5:30 pm Mincha/Maariv 
 
Friday January 20th 
7:00 am Shacharit 
5:31 pm Candle Lighting 
5:35 pm Mincha/Maariv 
 

Saturday January 21st 
No Class by Aharoni Carmel 
9:00 am Shacharit 
4:10 pm Class Gideon Miller 
4:25 pm Class by Rabbi Gelman 
5:25 pm Mincha  
5:55 pm Class by David Silberman  
6:32 pm Havdallah 

Shabbat: 
 Pre-Shacharit Class: No class this Shabbat. 
 Morning Services: followed by a enhanced Kiddush in Freedman Hall. 

Sponsored by Elena & Barry Diner in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Ariel. 

 Massechet Shabbat: with Gideon Miller, 1 hour  15 minutes before Mincha 
at the home of Barbara & Robert Levy.  

 Shabbat Class: with Rabbi Barry Gelman, 45 minutes before Mincha,              

Topic: “Studies in Aggadah, Gods Teffiln”. 
 Seudah Shlishit: Will take place in Taubenhaus hall. 
 Massechet Bava Metziah: with David Silberman, after Seudah Shlishit.  
———————————————————————————————————————- 

 
Ongoing Weekday Classes: 
 
 Daf Yomi with Rabbi Yaakov Nagel. Daf Yomi is a daily regimen of Talmud 

study. The entire Talmud is completed, one day at a time, in seven and a half 
years. Tens of thousands of Jews worldwide study in the Daf Yomi program. 
The class will take place in the Library after Maariv, Sunday through      
Thursday.  

 
 Mondays 11:15 am-1:15 pm: Women’s only Israeli Dancing—Beginner thru         

advanced telling the story of the Jewish People and Israel today thru Dance. 
Cost $6/session.  Contact Rachel Weissblatt for details 713-776-9739.  

 Tuesdays 8:00 pm-9:00 pm: Meditation class with Ann Friedman in the 
UOS Library. Please go to http://www.uosh.org/event/meditation.html for 
the class schedule.  

 Wednesdays 11:45 am (class 12:00 pm-12:30 pm): with Rabbi Gelman 
Lunch & Learn: Parshat Hashavua: A textual analysis of the weekly Torah 
portion.  Class will be held in the UOS  library, cost $6 (egg salad, tuna salad, 
fresh green salad and a drink) RSVP to Jeff@uosh.org or online at 
www.uosh.org.  

 
 Wednesday 8:00 pm at the home of Vivian and Henry Blum. Rabbi Moshe 

Traxler teaching the Ramban's Mishneh Torah.  

Daily minyan is a fundamental aspect of synagogue life. Help to assure that 
we have a minyan each time by joining the minyan WhatsApp group. Those in 
the group receive periodic reminders of minyan times as well as requests to 
come when we are short. Come when you can. Join the group to make sure 
those saying kaddish and others have a minyan. Email or text your cell # to 
Rabbi Gelman if you wish to join and download the WhatsApp app. 

Rabbi Gelman is sending out a weekly inspirational message or link thru 
a WhatsApp group. Please text Rabbi Gelman at 713 922 2473  
indicating that you would like to join the UOSInspiration WhatsApp 
group.  Make sure you have a WhatsApp account. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
mailto:vicky@uosh.org
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Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

8:30 am: Pre-Shacharit class No 
Class this Shabbat. 
——————–——————— 

1 hour 15 minutes before  
Mincha:  Massechet Shabbat 
with Gideon Miller at the home 
of Barbara & Robert Levy.  
—————————————— 

45 minutes before Mincha: 
Shabbat class with Rabbi Gel-
man. Topic: “Studies in Agga-

dah, Gods Teffiln. 
—————————————— 

After Mincha: Massechet Bava 
Metziah with David Silberman.  
—————————————— 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After Maariv: 
Daf Yomi: with 
Rabbi Nagel.  
——————— 

11:15 pm—1:15 
pm: Israeli 
dance for  
Women. 
——————— 
After Maariv: 
Daf Yomi: with 
Rabbi Nagel.  
——————— 
 

After Maariv: 
Daf Yomi: with 
Rabbi Nagel.   
—————— 

11:45 am
(lunch)12-
12:30 pm
(class) Lunch & 
Learn with 
Rabbi Gelman: 
Parshat 
Hashavua: A 
textual analysis 
of the weekly 
Torah portion.  
—————— 
Wednesday 
8:00 pm at the 
home of Vivian 
and Henry 
Blum.  

Rabbi Moshe 
Traxler teach-
ing the Ram-
ban's Mishneh 
Torah.  
——————— 
After Maariv: 
Daf Yomi: with 
Rabbi Nagel.  

After Maariv: 
Daf Yomi: 
with Rabbi 
Nagel.   
—————— 

UOS Torah Classes at a Glance 

UOS Committee Chairpersons 

Committee Contact Email Address 

Chesed Doreen Lerner Chesed@uosh.org 

Education - UOSGMS Nada Chandler education@uosh.org 

Hospitality Elise Passy hospitality@uosh.org 

House and Grounds Neil Scheckter houseandgrounds@uosh.org 

Membership Steven Abramson membership@uosh.org 

Security Harry Brown/Yair Yeudai security@uosh.org 

Tzedakah Committee  Dov Liberman tzedakah@uosh.org 

Youth Education Robert Levy youth@uosh.org 

Welcome members, friends and guests 
to UOS. On behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors, I invite you to engage in our com-
munity and in our Shul. Please reach out 
to our Rabbi, me, or any of our com-
mittee leaders as we work together to 
enrich each other and our community.  
 
Best regards 
Rick S Guttman 

CARE CALENDARS 
We are pleased to share with you the CareCalendar for Rafi and Stacy 
Engelhart . Babysitting needs have been added for Rafi & Stacy and can be 
counted towards the Beren community service hours! We hope that the 
entire community will take the opportunity to get to know these wonderful 
people. 

Please go to Http://www.carecalendar.org 
and enter the following information in the appropriate spaces: 
Rafi & Stacy:      Calendar ID   :   239549     Security code :   3662 

 

Anyone wishing to host the Bnot Sherut for a meal during the week or on 
Shabbat should e-mail Pablo Geralnik at pgeralnik@hotmail.com  

to be added to the care calendar. "  

http://www.carecalendar.org
mailto:pgeralnik@hotmail.com
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Two Care Calendar Opportunities: 
 
 

To access the Julius Chapman  
CareCalendar site, visit  

http://www.carecalendar.org/logon/247845 
and enter the following information in the  

appropriate spaces: 
Calendar ID: 247845    Security code: 9426 

 
 
 

To access the Brenda Berger  
(Shalva Tehilla Bat Sarah) 

CareCalendar site, visit  
http://www.carecalendar.org/logon/247936 
and enter the following information in the  

appropriate spaces: 
Calendar ID: 247936    Security code: 3396 

* Please note we have added request to include 
some gluten free soups with  

No rice, pasta or potatoes 

Chesed Committee 
 

A Chesed committee has been formed 
to help our members in need.  

 
We hope to grow and be able to offer more in time, 
but to start we’d like to offer this kind of help to 
those in need: 
 
1. Friendly check-in calls – to members we haven’t 
seen in shul for a while, just to make sure they’re 
okay. 
2. Hospital Visits (bikur cholim) 
3. Birthday calls or visits to seniors who’re living 
alone or don’t have family in the area. 
4. Rides to weekday shul events – for members 
who’d like to come to an event, or perhaps to daven 
or say kaddish, but don’t have a way to get there. 

 
If you are able to help or know of someone  

that needs some assistance,  
 

please contact Doreen Lerner at Chesed@uosh.org 

Mazal Tov to the Diner Family on the  
Bar Mitzvah of Ariel Diner 

 
Ariel Jonah, son of Elena and Barry 
and brother of Noah and Maya, 
will be called to the Torah to  
become a bar mitzvah on Satur-
day, January 14, 2016, Parashat 
Vayechi, at United Orthodox  

Synagogues.  The Community is invited to share in 
this simcha and join Ariel and his family in an en-
hanced Kiddush following services.  Ariel attends the 
Robert M. Beren Academy and is a member of the 
middle school varsity basketball team.  Ariel loves 
sleep away camp and every summer he looks for-
ward to attending Camp Moshava IO in Honesdale, 
PA.  Ariel is the grandson of Benjamin and Anna 
Lichtiger and Eleanor Diner and the late Melvin 
“Imba” Diner z”l.  For his Bar Mitzvah tzedakah  
project, Ariel is organizing a genetic screening event 
with J screen at our yearly Chili cook off. Ariel is  
looking forward to celebrating his Bar Mitzvah with 
his family, friends and the UOS Community  

http://www.carecalendar.org/logon/247845
http://www.carecalendar.org/logon/247936
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1JPGB_enUS691US691&espv=2&biw=1680&bih=920&q=parshat+vayechi&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwigqb7047XRAhXLKCYKHSp3BpEQvwUIFygA
https://www.uosh.org/event/yachad-dinner-2017.html
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Prayer For The IDF & US Military 

 

As we recite the prayer for members of the  

Israeli Defense Force on Shabbat and Yom Tov 

we keep in mind those Israeli Soldiers held in 

captivity and missing in action 

 

 

 

 

 

and those connected to our congregational  

family in active IDF & US Military 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Arad Guy Chever 

Zecharia Baumal Zvi Feldman 

 Yehuda Katz 

Akiva Gilad Brody Albert Katz 

Azriel Oz Brody Lawrence Katz 

David Chertoff Reuben Morris 

Yonaton Cytrin Gavriel Saitowitz 

Samuel Gorme Jake Saitowitz 

Elad Imany Nadav Shoifet 

 
 
 
UOS is proud to be one of the community participants in 
the Houston Jewish Community Foundation’s Create a 
Legacy Program.  As a participant we are planning for the 
future of our congregation by asking our members to 
make plans for a legacy gift to UOS.  There are several 
ways this can be accomplished, but we first ask for a 
Letter of Intent, indicating your support. The form is avail-
able in the office. Brochures are available in the foyer, and 
the members of this committee are anxious to speak with 
you; they are Nada Chandler (713-256-1030), Joe Blog 
(713-530-5337) and Basil Joffe (713-302-6691). Feel free 
to contact them for more information. Our goal is to have 
a very large percentage of our members participate and 
we look forward receiving the completed Letter of Intents 
send to the office. Please do not assume that someone 
else will help us reach this goal – it is up to you!  Please 
note that you may designate one of the other partici-
pating organizations, as well as designating UOS. 
 

For more information, please see our web site at 
http://www.uosh.org/uoslegacy.html 

http://www.uosh.org/uoslegacy.html
http://www.uosh.org/uoslegacy.html
http://www.uosh.org/uoslegacy.html
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Dena and Baruch Brody, who have been  
vital to the fabric and growth of  

United Orthodox Synagogues (UOS),  
are making aliyah in 2017.   

 
In recognition of their significance to the  

Houston Jewish community,  
both UOS and Robert M. Beren Academy  

are honoring them on  
Purim, Sunday, March 12, 2017,  

with a special Purim Seudah  
(festive dinner) at UOS.  

 
More details to follow in January 2017. 

https://southwest.ncsy.org/houstoncomedynight/
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https://www.uosh.org/event/tu-bishvat-community-dinner.html
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Ariel Schneider (Shevet Morasha) - Madrich for Shevet Nevatim 

 

This week in snif, Nevatim Team played many fun games that involved our connection to Eretz Yisrael. We listened to 

descriptions of three different people, and afterwards the Chanichim picked which of the three they would want to hang 

out with.  

Afterward we revealed that the three people were, in fact, the same person! The reason most children chose one over the 

rest was because they had more information about him. Similarly, the more we know about Israel, the closer we will 

feel and the better connection we will have.  

We played another game where the Chanichim had to work together, using strings and a ring, to balance a ball. So too, 

everyone has to stay connected to our home and work together to keep it stable. Our goal is to help students foster a 

connection to our heritage and Israel and feel a part of it despite the distance. 

 

Rebekah Grzebinski - Shevet Orot 
 

This Tuesday we had our opening MIT event. We attempted to make sushi, and although it wasn't a complete 
success, we had tons of fun. After playing a small icebreaker, we discussed our roles in Bnei Akiva. It was the 
highlight of my day and I can't wait to do it every 
week! 
 
 

Shalom,  

 

This week we will be closing up sefer Breshit with Parshat Vayechi. In the beginning of the parsha, Yaakov gathers his 

children together to part with them and give them Brachot - each shevet according to his own nature. What is interesting 

is that there are two shvatim who don't receive a bracha, but rather what even sounds like a curse! What could they have 

done that was so awful? 

 

Shimon and Levi were the recipients this "blessing," and there is a specific reference in it to their deed in the city of 

Shchem. To recap, Shchem ben Chamor saw Dina and took her to rape her, after which he asked permission to marry 

her. The sons of Yaakov suggest that they circumcise themselves, and on the 3rd day Shimon and Levi kill the entire 

city. Yaakov rebukes them claiming that the other nations will attack to them, as they will be perceived as an aggressive 

nation, however, Shimon and Levi stand their ground claiming that such a thing shall not be done to their sister. 

 

Part of the "not-so-blessing" that they receive is the dispersion of their tribe, mainly pertaining to them not receiving 

nachala. We see however, that Shimon and Levi took their fathers words in two different directions. It would seem as if 

Levi realized the power that they had (their anger and passion) and changed for the better. Shimon on the other hand 

seems to not have recovered from such.  

 

Two quick examples: at the end of parshat Balak, there is an incident where the cheiftan of the Shimon tribe is perform-

ing adultery in the middle of the camp, in front of the Ohel Moed. Pinchas, from the tribe of Levi arises to the occasion 

and in brute intoleration of the unacceptable practice kills both him and the Midianite woman he was with. He is later 

rewarded for such with the priesthood. A second example is the blessing in parshat Vezot Habracha, which Levi re-

ceives, yet Shimon doesn't. Not only does Levi receive a bracha, but it is one based on his previous "not-so-bracha" in 

our parsha. He will be dispersed in the people of Israel - but know it is to spread the Torah and commandments of Ha-

shem - an honor! 

 

The same passion and anger that Shimon and Levi utilized in the Shchem story, have a different manifestation in a posi-

tive direction. It is the same passion that helps us define what we believe in and pursue. In Bnei Akiva we try to direct 

that same passion to positive directions - the direction of rebuilding the Jewish people in their homeland, Eretz Yisrael. 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 


