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Menu
Roasted Butternut Squash
Soup en Croute

Smoked Short Rib over White &
Wild Rice with Dried Cherries
Grilled Root Vegetables
Rolls & Margarine

Fresh Berry Tart
Raspberry and Mango Coulis

The Honorees
Joseph Blog,

an electrical engineer born in Holland who
moved to Texas in 1977, was president of UOS from 2002-05 and
in 2008 formed UOS Cemetery Association, which manages three
cemeteries and which he still chairs. He was president for three years
of Congregation Shaareth Israel in Lubbock and founded the B’nai
B’rith Lodge in that city. He moved to Houston in 1984 and founded
the North Houston B’nai B’rith Lodge. Blog has served many years
on the local Jewish Federation board and is also a founding member
of Houston’s Hebrew Order of David Lodge. He has been active
with State of Israel Bonds, serving as a longtime member of its
advisory board.

Basil Joffe, a South Africa native and chemical engineer who
moved to Houston in 1979, was the synagogue’s president from
1989-90 and served as chair of the fundraising committee that led
to the renovation and redevelopment of the UOS campus in 1998. A
devoted supporter of the U.S.-Israel alliance, he has served several
terms on the board of the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston,
is an active participant and investor in Israel Bonds, and has been
the Houston chair of the influential American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) lobby.
Sonia Raizes, a Houstonian for 63 years, seasoned fundraiser,

and member of the national board of the women’s Zionist organization
Hadassah - founded and chaired the UOS Endowment Fund. She has
served on the St. Joseph’s Hospital Public Relations Board, on the
Jewish Federation board, as top division chair in the local Women’s
Division of the United Jewish Appeal (UJA), and as area chair for
Houston’s Cancer Drive. She received the “Woman of Valor” award
from the Houston Chapter of Hadassah in 1989 and the “Women
of Achievement” award from the American Jewish Committee in
2000, in addition to being honored by Israel Bonds in 1985.

Letter from Gala Chairs
Laura And Steven Paletz

Letter from Rabbi Gelman

Welcome to the United Orthodox Synagogues Light Up the Night
Gala! Tonight, on the first night of Chanukah, we invite you to join
us in reflecting on the challenges we have overcome as a community
this past year and in celebrating the amazing journey we have taken
together with dedicated and committed leaders like Joseph, Basil,
and Sonia to light the way. We are a stronger, larger and more united
family then ever before and we are inspired by the growth our
community has experienced since we moved to Houston together a
little over 4 years ago.

How fitting is it that United Orthodox Synagogues is honoring Sonia Raizes,
Joe Blog and Basil Joffe. It is even more appropriate to do so on Hanukkah.

We are proud to be the chairs of this gala celebrating the honorees
as well as our grandfather, David Mitzner, as we inaugurate the
community leadership award in his name. David Mitzner is a legend
and please G-d will continue to be a leader to the UOS community
for many more years to come.
Finally we would like to take this time to thank our fantastic gala
committee for the long hours of hard work that have gone into make
this night a success. Mazel tov to Joseph, Basil and Sonia on your
well deserved honors this evening. May you and our extraordinary
community go from strength to strength.
Laura and Steven Paletz

One of the most significant characteristics of Hanukkah is the increase in the
number of candles we light day to day. The reason given for this ruling, is
Ma’alin B’Kodesh, because one must grow and rise in matters of holiness.
The importance of increasing the number of candles serves as
an understanding of Jewish life in general and the legacy of our
honorees in particular. Judaism is a religion of deed and of moving
forward. Asking the question of a Jew, “are you religious?” asks
whether or not you perform the Mitzvot.
Sonia, Basil and Joe, each in their own way, optimize the Hanukkah ethic
of action and increase. In their tireless work for UOS, they have always
strived to find ways for our congregation to improve and impact more lives.
Sonia epitomizes a positive spirit and a “can do” attitude. She never tires
of helping the shul, attending programs or lending her expertise when
needed, not to mention her expert cultivation of the UOS garden. Basil
is a champion of Jewish learning and culture and is always looking
for ways to increase our exposure to the beauty of Judaism. His love
for the State of Israel is inspiring. Joe, with his eye on efficiency and
professionalism, has taken on the holy work of improving the UOS
cemeteries and has brought credit to UOS in doing so.
These are just a small sampling of the deeds that these three marvelous
honorees have undertaken. They are the Hanukkah candles of UOS, always
increasing, always progressing for the good of our community. Mazal Tov.
Rabbi Barry Gelman

Le t te r f r o m U O S’s Pres id e n t
Max Reichenthal
On behalf of our board of trustees it is my pleasure to welcome you
to our Light Up the Night Gala,
Our congregation and community have had a huge challenge since
the Memorial Day Floods. While individually many of our members
have begun making personal decisions regarding their own families,
we have started to work with architects and engineers to come up
with a few viable options to create a beautiful new facility. The goal
is for UOS to remain the cornerstone of the community and for us
to be the same welcoming, accepting and active modern orthodox
synagogue that we have been for many years.
This evening we are honoring three very special individuals. Sonia,
Joe and Basil have each been involved in our community for many
years and have all been in leadership roles in various organizations
throughout Houston. We are here tonight to celebrate and honor
them for the leadership and volunteer roles they have taken on at
UOS. Furthermore, I am proud that all three of them continue to be
active in various capacities throughout the Jewish community.
As we are making decisions for our community’s future, it is exciting
to note that several of the members of the gala committee, including
Laura and Steven Paletz, are the next generation of our leadership.
We know that they will be following in our honorees’ footsteps.
Thank you all for coming and I hope you have a wonderful evening.
Max Reichenthal
President, Board of Trustees

Mazel tov to the honorees,
Basil Joffe, Joe Blog, and Sonia Raizes,
on their well-deserved awards.

Platinum

We thank them and applaud them
for their decades of leadership.
We are also grateful to United Orthodox
Synagogues for permanently naming the
leadership award in honor of the life and
legacy of David Mitzner.

The Mitzner Family

“The world stands on three things:
on the Torah, on the service of God,
and upon acts of loving kindness.”
Pirkei Avot (2:1)

Basil, Joe and Sonia,

Gold

Thank you very much
for making our synagogue world better
because each of you stands on and for
these three significant pillars!!
Mazal Tov on the well earned
and deserved award!!!
With honor and respect,
Nancy Beren and Larry Jefferson
Irene and Jake Sherman
Elizabeth, David and Manya Saiger
Erica Kimmel and Alexander Jefferson

Mazal Tov
Sonia, Joe and Basil!

Silver

Best wishes to you
and your families
Yashar Coach for all of your dedication
to the UOS Community and the many
other organizations you help support!

Fondly,
Tali & Avi Tessler
and Family

Celebrating Joseph Blog:

Wonderful and respected son to your parents
and parents-in-law of blessed memory
One-in-a-million husband
Devoted Dad
Adored Zaide
Favorite friend

Sonia, Joe and Basil

This is your evening to stand in the limelight
for dedication to Shul and Community.

Your honors are well deserved and
we are happy to eelebrate with you.
You are an inspiration to us and
we hope you continue working to
strengthen our Community

We know you are so proud to share the
evening with David Mitzner, Basil Joffee
and Sonia Raizes.

Mazal Tov and Yasher Koach
The Reichenthal Family

Mazel tov!
Joy, Gabriel, Alice,
Annie, Sebastiaan and Olivia Blog

The Guttman family
wishes a well deserved
MAZEL TOV
to Sonia, Basil and Joseph
Thank you for your years
of support and countless
hours of volunteer work
You have helped make UOS
the vibrant community that is our home

מזל טוב
Joe Blog, Basil Joffe
and Sonia Raizes
Your hard work, devotion, and dedication
to our community enrich all of our lives
We are fortunate to have you
lead by example
With Love and Gratitude,

Sheldon & Debbie Bootin
and Family

Our beloved
Husband, Dad, and Saba

Basil Joffe
On being honored with the David Mitzner
UOS Community Leadership Award
Yasher Koach to David Mitzner
For inaugurating this Award and for all his
Chesed and Tzedeka in our community
From

Doreen, Elise, Dan, Terry, Barak
and Emmet, Ezra, Sivan, and Amira

Mazal Tov to the Honorees

Joseph Blog, Basil Joffe
and Sonia Raizes
On their timely recognition for
Outstanding and unique
Service to our community
Che tizkoo le mitzvot
Yashar Koach
June and Leonard Goldberg, Joshua
Guy and Maya, Eitan Max
Maya and Ben, Carmel & Tavor

Mazal Tov to
Sonia, Basil and Joe
....a well-deserved honor!
Brenda and Joel
Spira

Mazal Tov to the Honorees

Joseph Blog, Basil Joffe
and Sonia Raizes

Mazal Tov
to Joe, Basil, and Sonia

On their timely recognition for
Outstanding and unique
Service to our community

Thank you
for your service
to the UOS community
these many years.

Che tizkoo le mitzvot
Yashar Koach
June and Leonard Goldberg, Joshua
Guy and Maya, Eitan Max
Maya and Ben, Carmel & Tavor

The Geralniks, the Kupfermans
and the Ghelmans

Yasher Koach to

Joe, Basil & Sonia
for the hard work and dedication
that you have demonstrated.

Mazel Tov!

Your dear friends,

Howard & Beverly Feldman

Sonia, Joe and Basil
We sincerely appreciate all the
hard work and service you have
done on behalf of our Community
over the many, many years.
Mazal Tov! to you for this well
deserved honor.
From strength to strength

Laura and Neil Gorme

To Basil, Joe and Sonia.
Yasher koach

You have been the foundation
of our synagogue for many years.
May we continue to build
upon that foundation.

MAZEL TOV.
From Steve, Denise, and Mike
Moore

We thank Basil Joffee,
Joe Blog, and Sonia Raizes
for their dedicated leadership,
their indefatigable commitment,
and their work to make UOS
beautiful inside and out.

With deep appreciation,
Shira and Daniel Yoshor

Dear

Premium

Sonia, Basil, and Joe,

Mazal tov and Yasher Koach!!!!
Thank you for your tireless devotion
to our UOS. The countless hours you have
volunteered to guarantee the success and
beauty of our shul does not go unrecognized.
With warm appreciation,

Sharon and Bill Lipsky
and family

It has been a year of great challenges
for so many in our community.

Elite

Let’s pray that the next year brings
continued recovery,
health, prosperity and joy.

Don and Ilene Kramer

Deisi and Max Blankfeld
Congratulate
Sonia Raizes
Basel Joffe
Joe Blog
for your well deserved honor as the
recipients of the
Inaugural David Mitzner
UOS Community Leadership Award

You are an asset and an example
to our community

Mazel Tov to our dear friends

Sonia Raizes, Joseph Blog
and Basil Joffe
on the bestowment of honors for your
devoted services to our beloved Shul
and our Jewish community.
May you go from strength to strength.

Todah Rabah.
Sheila and Dr. Louis Train

Hugs and Kisses:
we are so proud of your many life time
accomplishments which merit tonight’s
award and recognition. May you continue
in good health to reap all the joy from
doing so many good things for our family,
other individuals, and the community.

Our Love from all the Davis Family,
Scott
Eva Malka
Arielle Michal
Samuel David
Annette
Yael N’ammah
Dan Baruch

Mazal Tov to you and your families

Basil, Joe, and Sonia

We are awed by your devotion
and commitment to this community
and the Jewish world.

Nava, Gideon,

Yair, Tai, Tali, Ezra and Rafi Miller

Rachel and Yossi Schiff
are wishing Mazal tov
to the honorees
Joseph Blog and Basil Joffe
for receiving the David Mitzner
UOS Community Leadership Award
and to Sonia Raizes
for receiving The UOS
Community Service Award.

Mazel Tov
To our dear friends
BASIL, JOE, and SONIA
On this well-deserved honor
YOU ARE TRUE PILLARS
OF OUR COMMUNITY
Dena and Baruch Brody

Rachel and Yossi are dedicating their donation to their son
Avishai and his wife Rachel (Goldstein) Schiff and their son
Ilan Haim Schiff, their daughter Tamar Schiff, their son Yair and
his wife Sophie (Gindea) Schiff, their son Jonathan (Yoni) Schiff,
and to the memory of Rachel’s parents Zeev and Chava Ben
Yehuda and the memory of Yossi’s parents Tzvi and Riva Schiff

David and
Holly Davies

Mazel Tov and Kol HaKavod
to our Honorees:

Bronze

Joseph Blog
Basil Joffe
Sonia Raizes
May you continue to serve as beacons
and examples to our community!

Tammy, Steven,
Nathan, Jacob and Sarah Plumb

Mazel Tov
Basil, Joe and Sonia
from the Schwartz family!

Ads

John and Sue Goott and family
extend our very best wishes and
congratulations to our good friend
Basil Joffe
on his well deserved honor
as a recipient of the 2015 UOS
Community Leadership Award.
We also congratulate
Joe Blog on receiving a 2015 UOS
Community Leadership Award
and Sonia Raizes on her UOS Community
Service Award.

The Hoffman Family
would like to commend all the honorees:

Joseph Blog
Basil Joffe
Sonia Raizes

Your countless hours and support of our
synagogue is much appreciated.
May you continue to be a source of strength
and leadership to our whole community.

Mazel Tov and Yasher Koach
Judy, Alan, Yossi, Ari, Eitan and Adam

Best wishes

to all our friends in the UOS community
and a special mazel tov to Sonia
who has positively impacted so many
families - including ours!

The Finkelman Families

In honor of Sonia Raizes
With All Our Love

Mazal Tov

Lynn and Willy Goldberg  
Barbara Horwitz
Marlene and Norman Rosenthal   
Annette and Larry Sondock

We wish to congratulate our special honorees;

Mazel Tov

to Joe, Basil, & Sonia
Well deserved!

Joseph Blog, Basil Joffe, Sonia Raizes

They truly deserve the accolades of the shul for all the
work they have done and continue to do.

Stanford M. and Harriet Goldman

From

Tina, Daniel & Joshua
Myers

Mazel tov, Sonia, for a most deserving honor!
With love from Carolyn’s friends,
Carol, Debbie, Eileen, Ellen,
Irene, Linda, Sarah & Sharon

Congratulations, Joe, Basil, and Sonia!
You have been role models as leading members
of the congregation and as personal friends.
We are so happy you are receiving this honor!

From your friends, the Fogelmans

Best wishes,
Eric and Olivia Barvin

KOL HAKAVOD
to SONIA, BASIL & JOE
from
The Kornfeld Family

Mazel tov to

Joseph Blog, Basil Joffre, Sonia Raizes,
and the United Orthodox Community

Eddie and Sharon Grosman

Mazel Tov
from the
Diner family

Mazel Tov Basil
on the
well-deserved tribute.
Frieda and Melvin Dow

Mazel tov Joe Blog
and Sonia Raizes
and your families.

Yasher Koach to our honorees
for their many years of
leadership, dedication,
and Commitment to the UOS
and Houston Jewish community.

Mazal Tov
to our special Friend
Sonia Raizes
A very special “lady”

Debbie & Barry Levine

Carol-Anne and Brian
Schulman and Family

Rosemary and Irwin Fisch

A Hearty Mazal Tov and
Sincere Yasher Koach
to our Dear Friends
Sonia, Basil and Joe.
Such Well Deserved Kudos!

To Joe, Basil & Sonia Congratulations on your well deserved honors.
To the UOS community - We miss you and
are keeping you in our prayers as you rebuild.

Sincerely, Jerry and Carol
Silverman

Naomi & Alan Malakoff

Mazel Tov to Joseph and Joy Blog
and also to Basil Joffe.
With warmest regards

Harold & Brigitte Minkowitz
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