
What is Bedikat Chametz? 
Bedikat Chametz refers to the search for any chametz products in our homes and properties. In 
addition to the prohibition of eating chametz, we are prohibited to see, have possession of, or 
responsibility for chametz in our properties. We also are commanded to destroy chametz. 
(There are four Biblical commandments regarding chametz in total). We search for chametz to 
ensure that we don’t have any lying around on Pesach itself.  
 
How do I do Bedikat Chametz?  
On the night of the 14th of Nissan, right after nightfall, we search for any chametz in our 
homes. This year, that will be Tuesday evening, April 4th, at approximately 8:17. As this begins 
the process of biur, the destruction of, chametz, that is the blessing we make before we begin: 
asher kidishanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu al biur chametz.  
 
We then take a candle or flashlight and search not only the main spaces in rooms but also 
cracks and crevices where food may have ended up. There is a longstanding custom to hide ten 
pieces of chametz around the house. Be sure to take note of where you put them, though!  
 
The procedure and text for Bedikat Chametz can be found on page 654 of the Artscroll Siddur 
and 759 of the Koren Siddur respectively.  
 
What am I looking for? 
Any piece of chametz that is larger than a kezayit, the size of an average olive. We are not 
looking for dust or crumbs. However, anywhere that food for Pesach will be stored or prepared 
should be cleaned very thoroughly so that there are no crumbs that could come into contact 
with our kosher for Pesach food or utensils.  
 
What spaces require Bedikat Chametz? 
We look for chametz in any place that we reasonably bring food to in our homes and 
properties. If you have small children at home, this likely includes pretty much anywhere they 
can reach. If you do not, then there may be many spaces where you do not need to look.  
 
Most people sometimes eat in their cars and should remember to check their vehicles as well. 
Hotel rooms, rental homes, and dorm rooms must also be searched for chametz in accordance 
with the general rules described here. 
 
What if I’m going to be away for Pesach? 
The requirement to search for chametz devolves upon anyone leaving their homes within 30 
days of Pesach and on anyone who will return to their home before or on Pesach.  
 
Travelers should search for chametz the night before they leave, without a blessing.  
It is possible, however, to sell one’s whole home and property for Pesach and therefore to be 
exempt from searching for chametz.  
 
Hotel rooms, rental homes, and dorm rooms must also be checked for chametz.  


